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Chelonia plantaginis, 200, 297 (See Arc- 
tia) 
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5, 86; dotata, 106, 258, 295, 296; im- 
manata, 5, 60, 70, 9(i ; miata, 86, 298 ; 
ochracearia, 5 ; picata, 5 ; populata, 
105 ; prunata, 105, 244 ; pyraliata, 21, 
244, 254, 256, 297 ; reticulata, 6, 243, 
271; ribesiaria, 271; sagittata, 120, 
256 ; siterata, 86 ; silaceata, 5, 105, 244, 
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Cleocerig viminalis, 256 

Cleodora cytisella, 104 

Cleora glabraria, 71, 198, 296, 304 ; 
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Clostera anachoreta, 231 ; reclasa, 256 
Clythra quadripunctata, 224 
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134; strobilella, 134 
Goenobia rufa, 254, 255 
Coenonympha iphis, 289 ; oedipu8,289; 
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Cosmia diffinis, 246, 254 
Cosmopteryx orichalcella, 104 
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British Isles, 173 
Crambus chrysonuchellus, 111 
Craspedia omata, 8 
Crepidodera rufipes, 143 
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Cyclopides morpheus, 289 
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Dasycera olivierella, 46 
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laris, sp. n., 165 ; opaca, sp. n., 164 ; 
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Deyonshibe — Collecting in South, 243, 
245 ; Sphinx convolvuli, 243, 265 

Dianthoecia capsincola, 70, 223 ; carpo- 
phaga, 294 ; compta, 234 ; conspersa, 
294; cucubali, 71, 221, 234, 294; 
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Dichelia grotiana, 92 

Dichonia protea, 234 
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Dipterygia scrabriuscula, 232 
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Doryphora aenea, sp. n., 56 ; axillaris, 
55 ; brunneostriata, sp. n., 54 ; casta- 
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scriptions of some new species, 52; 
fascialTs, sp. n., 54; geminepunctata, 
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Dragonflies in 1897, 33 ; localities 
wanted, 195 
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220 
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graphs of, 247 

Elachista monticola, 104 ; perplexella, 
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Emmelesia affinitata, 244, 246 ; de- { 

colorata, 244, 296 ; f ulvida, 6 ; tffiniata, 

6 ; unifasciata, 247 
** Emperor moths, the wings and larval 

characteristics of the," 73 
Emydia cribrum, 302; grammica, 83, 

113 
Endotricha flammealis, 246 
Enicocephalus culicis, 98 
Ennearthron afiQne, 122 
Ennomos autumnaria, 268 ; fuscantaria, 

246 
Ennychia cingulata, 207 ; nigrata, 207 ; 

octomaculata, 207 
Enodia (Epinephele) hyperanthas, 72 
Enoplops scapha, 121 
Entomology of Interlaken, 120 ; in 

Tirah, 69 
Entomological Club, code of laws of 

the, 41 
Eois (Acidalia) bisetata, 8 
Ephestia kiihniella, 74, 257 
Ephippiphora nigricostana, 133; simi- 

lana, 133 
Ephyra omicronaria, 198, 199, 246; 

porata, 67 ; trilinearia, 23, 269 
Epinephele hyperanthus, 215, 289 (Saty- 

rus;, 297; ianira, 271, var. hispuUa, 

82, 111, 112,— varieties of, 19 ; lycaon, 

288 
Epione advenaria, 199; apiciaria, 244, 

254, 256; parallelaria, 19, 23, 44, 66; 

vespertaria, 19, 23 
Epunda lutulenta, 294, 300 ; nigra, 271, 

298 
Erana graminosa, 169 
Erastria f asciana, 235 ; f uscula, 58 
Erebia sethiops, 23, 287 ; blandina, 248, 

208; embla, 193, 195, 213, 215; epi- 

phron, 200 ; lappona, 212, 215 ; ligea, 

287 ; medusa, 287 ; melas, 287 ; neo- 

ridas, 23 ; the genus, 68, 73 
Eremobia ochroleuca, 241 
Eriocephalaallionella, 121 ; calthella, 121 
Eriogaster catax, 23 ; lanestris, 58, 121 
Errata, 268 
Essex — Colias edusa, 242 ; Collecting at 

Benfleet, 59; Cymatophora ocularis, 

57 ; notes on the season, 246 ; Sphinx 

convolvuli, 265 
Eubolia cervinaria, 106, 271 
Euchloe cardamines, 20, 300 
*Euchloris lactearia, 9 
Euchoeca blomeri, 7 ; sylvata, 7 
Euchromia pupurana, 117 
Euclidia glyphica, 235 ; consors, 235 
Eucosmia undulata, 86, 198 
Eugonia alniaria, 800 ; autumnaria, 302 

(see Ennomos) ; fuscantaria, 258, 291, 

294, 299, 300 (see Ennomos) ; querci- 

naria, 145 ; tiliaria, 258, 300 
Eunomia apacha, 31 ; heteropoda, 31 ; 

marginipennis, 31 



Eupisteria heparata, 8, 70, 246, 296; 
obUterata, 38, 172 

Eupithecia assimilata, 258; castigata, 
7; centaureata, 104, 246, 299; con- 
strictata, 294 ; coronata, 7, 104, 244, 
246; linariata, 104; minutata, 244, 
294 ; pulchellata, 21, 84 ; rectangulata, 
7 ; subfulvata, 71 ; subumbrata, 256 ; 
valerianata, 256 ; venosata, 197, 221, 
294 

Euplexia lucipara, 234 

Eupoccilia amandana, 136 ; dubitana, 
136 ; geyeriana, 104 ; maculosana, 136 

Euprepia pudica, 83 

Eurois prasina, 234 

Eurrhypara urticata feeding on mint, 223 

Eurymene dolabraria, 58 

Eustroma j^Cidaria) reticulata, 6 

Euthemonia russula, 296 

Exhibition, 137 ; of varieties, 302 

Experitnental treatment of Araschnia 
levana, 69 

Fidonia limbaria, 172 ; piniaria, 258, 295 
Field Meeting, 43, 173 
Forficula auricularia, 138; lesnei, 49, 
73, 247 (fig.), 273 ; pubescens, 49 

Gastropacha quercifolia, 105, 281 

Gelechia cerealella, 257 ; nanella, 257 ; 
tristrigella, 257 

Geometra papilionaria, 9, 222, 245, 294 ; 
vernaria, 248 

Gerris canaliculatus, 2 ; robustus, 98 

GiiOncESTEBSHiBE — Gapturcs near Glou- 
cester, 47 ; Sphinx convolvuli, 265 

Gnophora derasa, 231 

Gnophos obscurata, 71, 100, 296 

Gnophria quadra, 229 ; rubricollis, 58 

Gonoptera libatrix, 286 

Gonopteryx cleopatra, 108 

Gortyna ochracea, 232 

Gracilaria tringipennella, 105 

Grapholitha cinerana, 118 ; germinana, 
258 ; minutana, 118 ; nisella, 118 

Grapta c-album, 108, 120, 140 

Grasshoppers at sugar, 267, 291 

Grease in insects, 23 

Gynandromorphism — Adopiea thau- 
mas, 51, 97 ; CJleora lichenaria, 303 ; 
Crocallis elinguaria, 303; Eugonia 
quercinaria, 145 ; Hemerophila abrup- 
taria, 68, 72; Nematus, 224; Plati- 
samia cecropia, 20 ; Busina tenebrosa, 
172 

Habrostola triplasia, 235 

Hadena atriplicis, 284; dentina, 278; 
genistaB, 58, 199, 294 ; glauca, 74, 297 ; 
pisi, 268 ; porphyrea, 234 ; protea, 
284 ; satura, 284 ; suasa, 59 

Hair pencils on certain NoctusB, 146 

Halictus pruinosus, 89 
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Hahpshirb— Captures at street lamps, 

295; Heliothis armigera, 20; New 

Forest notes, 198, 296 ; sallows, 67 ; 

Sphinx oonvolvuli, 266 ; Vanessa 

antiopa, 267 
Harpalia prsBOOx, 233 
Harpalus frohlichi, 121 
Hecatera dysodea, 123 ; serena, 46, 58, 

297 
Hedya aoeriana, 94 ; servilana, 94 
Heliophobus hispidus, 292 
Heliothis adaucta, 236; armigera, 17, 

20, 44, 46, 96, 234, 279; dipsaoeus 

(dipsacea), 236, 294, 296 ; marginatus, 

246 ; peltigera, 147, 267, 279, 280 
Helotropha leucostigma, 233 
Hemaris bombyliformis, 228; fuoifor- 

mis, 228 
Hemerophila abruptaria, 72, 73, 74, 75 
Hemithea strigata, 9, 302 
Hepialus hectus, 130 ; sylvanus, 60 
Hbbsfobdshibe — Minoa euphorbiata, 

199 
Herminia cribralis, 264, 266 ; derivalis, 

236 ; tarsipennalis, 246 
Hertfordshire — Captures at Watford, 

120 
Hesperia aotsaon, 245, 289 ; lineola, 59, 

220, 289 ; nostrodamus. 111, 289 
Heterocera occurring in Britain and 

Japan, 228 
Heterogenea uncula, 231 
Heterogyna penella, 99 
Hippobosca equina (fig8.)f ^^^ 
Humble-bees killed by birds, 95 
Hybrid Pygaera (Clostera), 302 
Hybridization, 149 
Hydrelia unca, 264 ; uncula, 236 
Hydrilla palustris, 72, 74, 253, 277 
Hydriomena procellata, 4 
Hydrocampa nymphoeata, 208 
Hydroecia micacea, 60 ; nictitans, 232 ; 

petasitis, 232 
Hydrometra greeni, sp. n., 2; lineata, 

2 ; stagnorum, 2 
Hylophila prasinana, 229, 296 
Hymenoptera-Aculeata of the Ipswich 

district, 12, 38 
Hypena rostralis, 236 
Hyperchira janus, 170 
Hypsipetes elutata, 244 ; impluviata, 61, 

268, 297; sordidata, 9, — var. fusco- 

undata, 9, — var. infuscata, 9; tri- 

fasciata, 9 
Hyria auroraria, 264, 266, 296 

Icerya seychellarum albolutea, 259 
Interesting Earwigs, 49 
International Congress of Zoology, 66 
Insects attacked by mites, 72 ; captured 

at sea, 270; "grafting," 169; new 

method of arranging, 122 
lodis lactearia, 9 ; vemaria, 60, 295 



Ipimorpha retusa, 234 
Ischnura elegans, 34 
Isodermus gayi, 72 ; planus, 72 

Kent — Acherontia atropos, 264 ; cap- 
tures in Tunbridge district, 267 ; Colias 
edusa, 264 ; collecting at Folkestone, 
243 ; collecting on south coast, 221 ; 
Plusia moneta, 197; Sphinx convol- 
vuU, 266 ; treacle in the neighbourhood 
of Bexley, 296; Vanessa antiopa, 
243 

Lfelia (for Loelia) coenosa, 230 

Lamprosphaerus igneipennis, sp. n., 162 

Lampyris noctis, 198 

Laphygma exigua, 232, 244, 279, 280 

Larentia ceesiata, 70, 298; comis, 7; 
multistrigaria, 296 ; olivata, 60, 304 

LarvsB of Smerinthus ocellatus destroyed 
by wasps, 260 ; on impatiens, 243 

Lasiocampa ilicifolia, 231 ; quercifolia, 
99,231,235 

Lathridius filum, 173 

Lavema decorella, 104 ; flavescens, 268 ; 
lacteella, 104 

Lecanium (Calymnatus) impar, sp. n., 
131 ; perconvexum, sp. n., 132 ; per- 
latum, sp. n., 66 ; strachani, sp. n., 
269 ; (Eulecanium) subaustrale, sp. n., 
131; tessellatum, 66; (Toumeyella) 
tubuliferum, sp. n., 132 

Lepidoptera, at sea, 220; at street lamps, 
294; from Northern and Southern 
Europe, 141 ; from the Mediterranean, 
77, 108, 141 ; in 1898 (for 1897), 267 

Leptogramma literana, 92 

Leptomeris strigilaria, 8 

Lestes sponsa, 36 

Leucania albipuncta, 279 ; comma, 21 ; 
extranea, 232 ; impura, 232 ; littoralis, 
146, 244 ; pudorina, 264, 266 ; putre- 
scens, 279 ; straminea, 69, 294 ; turca, 
232 ; unipuncta, 232 

Leucoma salices, 222, 230, 266 

Leucophasia sinapis, 43, 120, 141, 196, 
246, — var. diniensis, 111 

Leucorrhina dubia, 36 

Libellula fulva, 174, 270; quadrimacu- 
lata, 34, 199 

Libythea celtis, 146, 283 ; paper on the 
genus, 23 

Life-history of Acidalia humiliata (par- 
tial), 274; of Forficula auricularia, 138 

Ligdia adustata, 60, 198, 199, 246, 296 

Light-traps in 1897, 71 

Limenitis Camilla, 112, 284 ; populi, 284 ; 
Sibylla, 198, 284, 296 

Limnobates lineata, 2 

Liparis chrysorrhoea, 21 

Lithosia aureola, 198, 294; caniola, 279, 
280; complana, 69, 296; deplana, 
229; griseola, 71, 229, 264, 256, 296; 
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helveola, 296 ; mesomella, 198, 256, 
2%; muscerda, 222, 229; quadra, 
296 (see CEonistis) 

Lithostege griseata, 277 

Lobophora halterata, 7 ; hexapterata, 7 ; 
Julia, 7 ; sexalisata, 46, 256, 804 ; 
viretata, 7, 29:i 

Lomaspilis marginata, 57 

Lopus flavomarginatus, 199 

Luperina cespitis, 246, 247, 299; tes- 
tacea, 60, 70, 299 

Lycsena acis, 121 ; SBgon, 75, 195, 244, 
296,— vars., 66; amanda, 215, 283; 
argiolus, 44, 46, 57, 60, 77, 108, 143, 
215, 302; arion, 100, 283,— and vars., 
123 ; astrarche, 78, 82, 110, 173, 244, 
297; baton, 108, 142; bellargus, 75, 
173; boetica, 78, 82, 113; corydon, 
199; cyllarus, 195, 215; icarus, 82, 
110, 199,— in February, 120; iolas, 
283 ; lycidas, 260, 290 ; meleager, 283 ; 
optilete, 215; semiargus, 195, 215; 
telicanus, 77, 78, 112, 114 

Lymantria monacha, 230 

Lyonetia clerckelia, 46 

Madopa salicalis, 236 

Macana alternata, 304 ; liturata, 21, 198, 

256, 296 ; notata, 295 
Machilia polypoda, 145 
Macrocneme lades, 302 
Macrogaster arundinis, 255 
Macroglossa bombyliformis, 198, 222 ; 

fuciformis, 21, 198 ; stellatarum, 21, 

30, 83, 110, 220, 228, 245, 270, 292,— 

in January, 70 
Mamestra advena, 234; albicolon, 59; 

anoeps, 58, 59, 247, 255, 279 ; bras- 

sicae, 232; furva, 294; persicariip, 

232, 299 
Mania maura, 248 
Meconema varium, 267, 291 
Mecostethus grossus, 247 
Mecyna polygonalis, 78, 79, 109 
Megachile oentuncularis, 224; willugh- 

biella, 224 
Megastoma centralamericana, 174 ; eury- 

dice, 174 
Melanargia (for Melanippe) galatea, 59, 

121, 286, 296 ; japygia var. suwaro- 

vius, 286 
Melanippe galiata, 62, 294, 296 ; has- 

tata, 10, 58, 258, — var. subhastata, 

11 ; montanata, 61 ; procellata, 4 ; 

rivata, 4, 12, 246, 258, 296, 297 ; 

sociata, 4, 12 ; supergressa, 4 ; tris- 

tata, 11, 21, 96, 297; unangulata, 11, 

246, 296, 304 
Melanotus rufipes, 224 
Melanthia albicUlata, 4, 10, 247, 296; 

bicolorata, 10, — var. plumbata, 10 
Meliana flammea, 277 
Melitaea artemis, 20, 43, 140; athalia, 



58, 195, 215, 285; aurelia, 286 ; auri- 

nia, 300 ; cinxia, 278, 285 ; diotynna, 

285 ; didyma, 112, 285 ; iduna, 302 ; 

maturna, 285 ; phoebe, 285 
Mesogona exigua, 234 
Me^otype virgata, 107 
MetsBcus paradoxus, 22 
Metoptria monogramma, 84 
Miana, 233 ; literosa, 299 
Micro-Lepidoptera in Suffolk, 257 ; taken 

at Bloxworth, 193 
Micronecta ovivora, 3 ; striata, 3 
Micropasalis dumfordi, 121 
Microvelia pygmsBa, 174 
Middlesex — Colias edusa in London, 

264; collecting at Northwood, 172; 

Sphinx convolvuli, 266 
Migration, 97 
Miltochrista miniata, 229 
Mimicry, 47 
Mimicry in Diptera, 23 
Minoa euphorbiata, 8, 109, 199 ; mjiri- 

nata, 8 
Miscodea arctica, 271 
Miselia oxyacanthae, 234 
Mite on humble-bee, 23 
Moma orion, 198, 232 
Murgantia histrionica, 146 
Myelois cribrella, 247 
Myodites subdipterus, 22 
Mythimna turca, 232 

Nannodia naeviferella, 105 

Naphthalme, 97 

Nascia cilialis, 256 

NatursB novitates, 69 

Nematois minimellus, 104 

Nemeobius lucina, 46, 198, 223 

Kemeophila plantaginis, 71, 229 

Nemoria strigata, 9 ; viridata, 9, 198 

Nephopteryx roborella, 258 

Neptis aceris, 284; lucilla, 284 

Nerthra stygica, 2 

Neuria reticulata, 71, 278; saponaris, 
58, 246, 278, 294 

Noctua augur, 233; brunnea, 233; 
c-nigrum, 233 ; dahlii, 20, 233 ; ditra- 
pezium, 233; f estiva, 233; glareosa, 
244, 298 ; neglecta, 198 ; plecta, 233 ; 
triangulum, 233, 297 ; xanthographa 
var. cohsBsa, 246 

Nola albulalis, 229; centonalis, 229; 
conf usalis, 229 ; cucullatella, 255 

Nomenclature and Arrangement of Brit- 
ish Lepidoptera-Heterocera, 154, 180 

Nomia bakeri, 32 ; cressoni, 33 ; foxii, 
32 ; persimilis, 33 ; punctata, 31 ; tar- 
salis, 31 

Nomophila nodiuella, 78 

Nonagria arundinis, 300; cannsB, 267; 
hellmanni, 255 ; sparganii, 232 

North American Bees, 31, 185, 216, 
236 
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KoBTH Devonshibe — Heliothis armigera, 

44 
NoBTHUMBERLAND — Epione parallelarla, 

44 ; Heliothis armigera, 96 
Notes on Lepidoptera (for 1897 read 

1898), 257 
Notes on the Summer Season of 1898, 

277 
Notodonta bicolor, 231; ohaonia, 231, 

295; dict8Ba,299; dictsBoides, 70, 243, 

299; dromedarius, 61, 294; trepida* 

295 
Nottingham — Diptera, 119 
Nudaria mundana, 229, 294 ; senex, 222, 

254, 255, 294 
Numeria pulveraria, 21 
Nyssia hispidaria, 71, 120, 143 

Obituaby — 

John N. Young, 100 

John William Shipp, 100 

Joseph Albert Linter, 174 

Osbert Salvin, 175 

William Miles Maskell, 176 
Ochria flavago, 232 
Oohropleura plecta, 233 
Ocneria dispar, 68, 230 
Odontia dentalis, 243 
Odonata, Proposed Handbook, 137 261 ' 
Odonestis potatoria, 231 
Odynerus Isevipes, 174 ; pictus, 224 
(Ecophora lambdella, 46, 104 ; lunaris, 

257 ; minutella, 105 ; tinctella, 46 
CEdematophorus lithodactylus, 210 
(Enectra pilleriana, 104 
(Eneis jutta, 193, 215 
(Eonistis quadra, 229 
(Epophilus bonnairei, 103 
Opadia f unebrana, 134 
Oporabia dilutata, 7 ; filigrammaria, 

70 
Oporina croceago, 234 
Orchesi micans, 271 
Orgyia gonostigma, 230 ; fascilina, 

297 
Orobena straminalis, 208 
Orthoneura brevicornis, 199 ; elegans, 

199 
Orthoptera not yet British, 125 
Orthosia suspecta, 234 
Orthotsenia antiquana. 117 ; brander- 

iana, 117 ; striana, 117 
Osmia leucomelana, 74 
Ova of Thecla w-album, 270 
OxFOBDSHiBE — Coliasedusa, 242 ; Noctua 

dahlii, 20 ; Triphajna orbona, 20 
Oxyptilus parvidactylus, 210 

Paohnobia hyperborea, 270 
Pachycnemia hippocastanaria, 296 
Pancalia lewenhoekella, 104 
Panolis piniperda, 97, 208, 233, 295 
Papilio machaon, 78, 109, 141, 144, 195, 



214, 269, 300; mikado, 72; poda- 

lirius, 108, 111, 141, 282 
Paraponyx stratiolata, 208, 246 
Parargeachine, 288 ; egeria, 141, 215, 296, 

301, — var. egerides, 79 ; clymene, 288; 

hiera, 195, 215, 28« ; megara, 73, 77, 

82 ; roxelana, 112, 288 
Parasites on insect, 23, 248 
Paratettix meridionalis, 127 ; subulatus, 

127 
Parnassius apollo, 120; mnemosyne, 282 
Parnassius, pouches of, 304 
Patula microps, 270 
Pechypogon barbalis, 236 
Pelophila borealis, 72 
Pelurga comitata, 106, 256, 302 
Pemphredon lugubris, 74 ; lethifer, 75 
Penthina caprsBua, 93 ; gentiana, 173 ; 

ochroleucana, 93, 104 ; sellana, 93 
Pericallia syringaria, 222 
Perinephele lancealis, 7 L 
Periplaneta australasiae, 123, 304 
Peronea comparana, 46, 92 ; rufina, 104 ; 

schalleriana, 92 ; sponsana, 92 
Phalera bucephala, 60, 231, 302 ; fusce- 

scens, 231 
Phassus purpurascens, 290 
Phibalapteryx lapidata, 85, 243 ; tersata, 

58, 85; vitalbata, 57, 86; vittata, 

86 
Philonthus f uscus, 145 
Phlogophora beatrix, 234 ; meticulosa, 

234, 293 
Phorodesma bajularia, 123, 294, 296, 

302; smaragdaria, 247 
Photo-micrographs, 100 
Phoxopteryx biarcuana, 104; inorna- 

tana, 104 ; siculana, 104 
Phtheochroa rugosana, 117 
Phytometra viridaria, 71, 235 ; sBnea, 

296 
Pieris brassicae, 43, 46, 77, 78, 81, 140, 

195, 298 ; daplidice, 77, 78, 81, 108, 

111; napi, 269, 282, 298; rapsB, 77, 

81, 120, 298,— in early January, 71 
Pin-blacking, 97 
Plague of white butterflies, 222 
Platypteryx falcula, 57, 58 ; hamula, 61, 

300 
Platyptilia bertrami. 208; isodactylus, 

208 ; tesseradactyla, 139, 209 
Platysaraia cecropia, 171 
Ploiaria vagabunda, 302 
Plusia bractea, 235; chalcytes, 78, 79; 

chrysitis, 235, 247, 254 ; chryson, 235, 

277; daubei, 78; festucae, 70, 235, 

280, 299,— second brood, 300 ; interro- 

gationis, 200; moneta, 20, 197, 268, 

292 ; nadeja, 235 ; ni, 235 
Plusiotes resplendens, 144 
Podisus luridus, 270 
Pcecilocampa populi, 70, 71 ; sub- 

purpurea, 231 
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Poedisoa bilunana, 104 ; oppressana, 119 ; 

ophthalmicana, 133 
Polia chi, 302 ; sp. ?, 84 
Polyommatus acis, 121 ; aloiphron, 283 ; 

amphidamus, 215 ; dispar var. rutilus, 

283 ; hippothoe, 195, 216 ; icarus, 199 

(ovum), 199 ; thersamon, 283 ; vir- 

gaureaa, 77, 282 
Porthesia aaridua, 230; ohrysorrhoea, 

21, 230, 270, 300; similis, 299 
Porthetria (Ocneria) dispar, 68, 230 
Precis octavia-natalensis, 269 ; sesamus, 

269 
Preoccupied names, 45 
Prionoplus reticularis, 129 
Procris geryon, 200 
Prodenia littoralis, 45 
Prosapis affinis, 187 ; modesta, 187 
Protective resemblance, 241 
Psen pallipes, 75 
Pseudopontia paradoxa, 99 
Pseudoterpna cytisaria, 8, 21, 295, 296 ; 

pruinata, 8, 244 
Psilura monacha, 230, 295, 296 
Psyche ? sp. cases, 83 
Platygerris depressus, 103 
Pterophorus rhododactylus, 247 
Pterostoma palpina, 231, 246, 247, 292 
Pterostichus striola, 224 
Ptilodontis palpina, 61, 255 
Ptilophora plumigera, 231 
Pulvinaria marmorata, sp. n., 130 
Pygaera reclusa larvsB eating larvae of 

Dicranura vinula, 196 
PyraUs glaucinalis, 206, 246 
Pyrameis atalanta, 77 ; cardui, 77 ; carye 

var. muelleri, 69 
Pyrausta ostrinalis, 207 : punicealis, 

108 ; purpuralis, 246 
Pyrrhosoma minium, 33 

Bagnot Collection of Micro-Lepidoptera, 

69 
Bapid metamorphosis of Drepana f alca- 

taria, 220 
Recent Literature : — 

*The Lepidoptera of the British 

Islands,' by C. G. Barrett, 24 
♦Proceedings of the South London 
Entomological and Natural History 
Society,' 48, 124 

* Bevision of the Tachinidae of North 

America; a Family of Parasitic 
Two-winged Insects,' by D. W. 
Coquillett, 76 
'Proceedings of the Ninth Annual 
Meeting of the Association of Eco- 
nomic Entomologists,' 76 

♦ The Gipsy Moth in America,' by L. 

O. Howard, 76 
*Beport of Observations of Injurious 
Insects and Farm Pests during the 
year 1897,' by E. A. Ormerod, 124 



* Beport of the Entomological Depart- 

ment of the New Jersey Agricultural 
College Experiment Station,' by 
John B. Smith, 124 

* The Codlin Moth (Carpocapsa porno- 

nella),' by M. V. Slingerland, 124 

* Preliminary Notes on the Codlin 

Moth,' by T. D. A. Cockerell, 124 

* The Peach Borer ; experiments with 

Hydraulic Cement,' by John B. 
Smith, 124 

' Some Miscellaneous Besults of the 
Work of the Division of Entomo- 
logy,' 124 

*Becent Laws against Injurious In- 
sects in North America,' 124 

* Bevision of the Orthopteran Group 

Melanopli (AcridiidaB), with special 
reference to North American forms,' 
by S. H. Scudder, 147 

* Gynandromorphous Macro - Lepido- 

ptera of the Palaaarctic Begion,' 147 

* The Pterophoridoe of North America,' 

by C. H. Fernald, 147 

* British Orthoptera,' by Malcolm 

Burr, 148 

* Fauna Begni HungariaB. III. Ar- 

thropoda-Hemiptera,' by Dr. G. 
Horvath, 224 

* Insects : Foes and Friends,' by W. 

E. Kirby, 272 

* Insect Lives as told by Themselves,' 

by E. Simpson, 272 
' Journal of the South-Eastern Agri- 
cultural College, Wye, Kent,' 272 

* The San Jose Scale in 1896-1897,' 

by L. 0. Howard, 272 
*The Periodical Cicada,' by C. L. 
Marlatt, 272 

* Bibliography of the more Important 

Contributions to American Eco- 
nomic Entomology,' by Nathan 
Banks, 272 
Bepobts op Societies: — 
Entomological Society of London, 21, 

47, 71, 98, 121, 144, 173, 269, 300 
South London Entomological and 
Natural History, 22, 73, 99, 145, 
174, 199, 247, 270, 302 
Birmingham Entomological, 23, 74, 
100, 123, 147, 174, 199, 224, 248, 
271, 304 
Lancashire and Cheshire Entomolo- 
gical, 75, 122, 146 
Entomological Club, 76 
City of London Entomological, 121 
Kendal Entomological, 200, 223, 248, 

270 
Manchester Microscopical, 304 
Betinia resinella, 74. 
Bhacochlaema toxoneura, 174 
Bhodaria sanguinalis, 108, 217 
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ARGYNNIS EUPHROSYNE, Ab. 
By W. Parkinson Curtis. 



The above figure represents a variety of Arygnnis euphrosyne, 
which I had the good fortune to capture on the 10th June, 1897, 
flying in a " ride " in Bere Wood, near Bloxworth, in the county 
of Dorset. It is a very fresh and quite perfect specimen (though 
late), the species being in full force here on the 20th of May. 

On the upper surface the ground colour of the wings is 
not the usual fulvous brown, but a raw sienna colour. On 
the fore wings the usual markings are all present, but con- 
siderably emphasised, and most of them confluent. The spots 
along the outer marginal area of the wings are connected, form- 
ing reniform marks. The hind wings are almost entirely occupied 
by the dark brown colour, the outer marginal portions of the cells 
have a row of spots of the raw sienna colour centred with dark 
brown, and the usual pearl border is reduced by the encroachment 
of the dark brown to a series of triangular raw sienna-brown spaces. 

On the under side the chief difference of the fore wings from 
the type is on the outer margin, where of the two usual rows of 
black spots the inner row only is present, the other row being 
converted into a series of conical darkish marks, the apex of each 
touching the corresponding dark mark of the inner row. On the 
hind wings the first two cells on the abdominal margin of the 
wings are entirely occupied by a dark greenish brown. All the 
usual silvery marks are present, but the space between the 
median and posterior marginal markings is almost entirely 
occupied by dark sienna-brown. 

BNTOM. — ^JAN. 1898. B 
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NOTES ON AQUATIC EHYNOHOTA. No. 1. 
By G. W. Kirkaldy. 

Fam. Hydbometridje. 

1. Hydrometra greeniy Kirk., n. sp. — Dark fawn colour; eyes black; 
length of head from eyes to apex nearly two and a third times greater 
than from eyes to base, wider between the antenniferous tubercles than 
at the base. Antennae — ^first segment thicker apically than basally, 
not half the length of the second, which is not nearly half as long as 
the third. Hemielytra short, reaching to the base of the fifth abdo- 
minal segment ; nervures pale violet brown. Femora reddish violet. 
Abdominis dorsum (except connexivum and genital segments) dark 
violet brown. Ventral surface pale fawn colour, destitute of silvery 
pubescence. Length 11*5 mm. Type, $; my collection. 

Hah. Punduloya, Ceylon (£. Ernest Greeny May, 1J897). 

Not unlike H. stagnorum, L., differing in the colour and in 
the proportions of the head and antennas. The apical part of 
the head (anterior to the eyes) is longer than in the latter species, 
and the second antennal segment longer in proportion to the 
first. It is destitute, moreover, of the dense silvery pubescence 
which, in If. stagnorum^ forms such a striking contrast to the 
prevailing black colouring. 

JET. greeni is the first truie Hydrometra recorded from Ceylon, 
or indeed from the Oriental Eegion; nitidaf pectoralis, and 
discolor referred to this genus by Mayr (Novara Eeise, Hem. 
pp. 170-2) belonging to the genus Gerris. 

2. The following species have apparently been omitted from 
Lethierry and Severin's * Catalogue,' vol. iii. : — Page 54. Hydro- 
metra lineata^ Say? 1832, Descr. Het. Hem. (New Harm.), p. 35 
(reprinted 1857, Trans. N.Y. Agric. Soc. p. 806, and 1869, Compl. 
Writ. i. p. 361) = Limnobates lineata, Uhl., 1894, Proc. Cat. 
Acad. Sci. (2) iv. p. 288. U.S.A. [With regard to Dr. Mon- 
tandon*s remarks (1896, Ann. Ent. Beige xl. 508) as to the 
correct date of Say's paper, it may be noted that no original 
copies appear to be extant, and that the date in the 1857 reprint 
may be an error.] Page 60. Gerris canalictdatus, Say, I. c. 
(reprints, pp. 807 and 363 respectively). Georgia. 

Fam. Gelastocoridje. 
It is probable that Nerthra, Say, I. c. (type, N. stygica, Say), 
should replace Mononyx, Lap., 1832, Mag. Zool. p. 16 ; but on 
account of the uncertain date of the former work, and the un- 
satisfactory description of the genus, it will be better, perhaps, 
to retain the latter name. 

Fam. BBLOSTOMATIDiE, 

1. Pedinocoris macronyx^ Mayr. Prof. Carl F. Baker has 
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kindly lent me an imago and a larva of this species from 
Arizona, U.S.A. It has been seldom recorded, and seems scarce. 
Mayr (1863, Verb. z-b. Ges. Wien, xiii. pp. 347-51) gives a long 
description, with figures (pi. xi. f. 1-4), recording it from Cali- 
fornia and Mexico. In 1871, in the same journal (vol. xxi. 
p. 405), he mentions that the latter locality was a mistake. 
Prof. Uhler (1894, Proc. Cal. Ac. Sci. (2), iv. p. 292) records it 
from Lower California, but it does not appear to have been 
independently mentioned elsewhere. The maximum breadth of 
Prof. Baker's specimen exceeds that of the type (sec. descr.) by 
2*5 mm. ; the breadth of the base of the pronptum is 13 mm. 
None of the preparatory stages appear to have been known either 
to Mayr or other writers. The above-mentioned larva is in the 
ultimate stage and, as one would expect, differs very little from 
the imago beyond the customary shorter pronotum, absence of 
hemielytra, &c. The two large deep pronotal variolations are 
more pronounced, and the base of the pronotum is straighter in 
the larva. The "metasternal episternites " (Joanny Martin, 
Bull. Mus. Paris, Aug. 1896, p. 1 [sep.] ) are present, and are of 
great size. Bhynchotists will await with great interest the results 
of M. Martin's researches upon these remarkable appendages. 
This species should serve as the type of Mayr's genus. 

Fam. CoBixiDiE. 

1. Corixa holda, n. n. for Corixa fasciolata, Heer, 1853, 
Insektenf. tertiarg. Oening. iii. 86 (nee Muls. Bey, 1852). 

2. Corixa hieroglyphica, Duf. This species has a very wide 
distribution, practically the whole of tUe Palaearctic Begion, 
(including the Canary Isles), Yarkand, North America, &c., and 
Mr. Malcolm Burr has lately given me specimens ( $ $ ) from 
Assam (Chenapungi, Khasia Hills). 

3. Micronecta, Kirk. In the last volume (p. 240) of the 
* Entomologist,* I referred Corixa albifrons, Motsch., to the genus 
Sigara, stating that I did not know the species. Dr. Horvath 
has since kindly sent me, two fine specimens from Ceylon, which 
he has determined as the above species, and which fully accord 
with the original description. On making fresh investigations, 
it appears that the examples are also, undoubtedly Sigara siva, 
Kirk. (Dr. Horvath has expressed his entire concurrence in this 
opinion), and I believe further that Micronecta ovivora (Westw.) 
is merely a bleached example of the same. The name ^'striata, 
Fieb.," which became dormant (Ent. 1897, p. 240) in Sigara is, 
as Dr. Horvath has pointed out, available for Micronecta, and 
the species will now be known as Micronecta striata (Fieb.). 

It will be useful to briefly recapitulate the synonymy : — 
Sigara striata, Fieb. (nee Fabr.). 
Corixa albifrons, Motsch. 
Corixa ovivora, Westw. 

s2 
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Sigara ovivora and siva, Kirk. 

Moreover, " lineata, Pieb.," dormant in Sigara, must be re- 
vived for Micronecta, displacing S. M-notata, Kirk. 

Although Fieber's description of S. striata (1844, Abh. bohm. 
Ges. Wiss. (5), iii. 292) is sufficiently precise, as far as it goes, 
his figure (pi. i. f. 22) is inaccurate, especially with regard to the 
pronotum, the lateral margins of which are *' very short, . . . 
about one-seventh (roughly) of the middle breadth of the pro- 
notum," but are scarcely indicated in the figure, and while the 
latter represents only one central transverse stripe on the 
pronotum, the diagnosis correctly indicates " Pronotum mit drei 
schwarzen Querlinien,'' this .being amplified in the ensuing 
description. In consequence of this faulty figure, and the fact 
that it was not possible to examine the palsB of the male type of 
ovivora, I did not appreciate the eonspecificity of these three 
species until after an examination of Dr. Horv^th's specimens. 



THE ASIATIC DISTEIBUTION OF BRITISH GEOMETRIDiE. 

(Concluded from vol. xxx. 316.) 

Melanippb (Cidaria) procellata, Pb. = inquinata, Butl. 
Hydriomena procellata, Meyr. 

Occurs in Amuirland, Oorea, Japan, Yesso, and Central and 
Western China. 

Mr. Leech, referring to his series of this species from China, 
Japan, and Corea, states that "there are specimens which 
exactly agree with typical procellata ; others are identical with 
inquinata, Butl. ; and others again are almost unicolorous fuli- 
ginous brown. All these forms are connected by intergrades." 

Melanippb (Plemyria) rivata, Hb. = supergressa, Butl. 
Specimens identical with European forms occur in Amurland, 
Japan, Yesso, and Corea, 

Melanippe (Plemyria) bicolorata, Hufn. 
Occurs in Amurland, Japan, and Yesso. 
" Japanese examples are larger, but do not otherwise differ 
from European specimens." 

Melanthia (Cidaria) albicillata, Linn. 
Hydriomena albicillata, Meyr. 

Recorded from Amurland, Japan, and Yesso. 

Mr. Leech remarks: — " Except that they are generally rather 
larger, there is no important difference between Japanese ex- 
amples {casta, Butl.) and European specimens of the same 
species. The discal spots are a trifle larger, and the marginal 
border of secondaries is uninterrupted," 
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CiDARIA PICATA, Hb. 

Hydriomena picata, Meyr. 

Occurs in Central and Western China. 

"The specimens show variation in the width of the lines 
forming the central band, and also in the width of the white 
border of the band ; in a large proportion of them the secondaries 
are devoid of marking on the upper surface. The examples from 
Central China are rather smaller than the majority of those 
from the west, and appear to be more constant in always having 
the band composed of broad and often confluent lines." — (Leech). 

CiDARiA CORYLATA, Thub. =fabrefactaria, Oberth. 
Hydriomena corylata^ Meyr. 

Found in Amurland, Isle of Askold, and Japan. 

The variation of the species in Eastern Asia is similar to 
that which occurs in European specimens. 

[Cidaria fulvata, Forst. A close ally of this species is 
described by Mr. Leech from Western China under the name 
Cidaria ochracearia.] 

[Cidaria yokohamce^ Butl. Mr. Leech thinks that this may 
possibly be an Eastern Asian form of Anticlea {Cidaria) cuculata, 
Hufn.] 

CiDARU (Larentia) suffumata, Hb. = minna, Butl. 
Hydriomena suffumata, Meyr. 

This species is found in Western China, Japan, and Yesso. 

Mr. Leech considers C. minna, Butl., from Japan, to be a 
small form of (7. suffumata, and mentions that one of his Japanese 
specimens is only 24 millim. in expanse. 

Cidaria (Larentia) truncata, Hufn. 
Hydriomena truncata, Meyr. 

This species is represented in E. Siberia, Amurland, Isle of 
Askold, Japan, Yesso, Kiushiu, and Western China by forms that 
are somewhat similar to, although not exactly identical with, 
some of those occurring in Europe. 

Cidaria (Larentia) immanata, Haw. 

Occurs in Central and Western China, Japan, and Yesso. 

The type and var. marmorata are each represented, and some 
of the specimens approach var. thingvallata, Stand. ; the latter 
are from Nemora in the north of Yesso. 

Mr. Meyrick and Sir George Hampson treat this species as a 
form of C. truncata. 

Cidaria silaceata, Hb. 

Hydriomena silaceata, Meyr. 
This species is found in Amurland, Japan, Kiushiu, and 
Central and Western China. 
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Central Chinese specimens range from 26-34 millim., and 
Western Chinese from 30-38 millim. in expanse. Howkow 
examples have typical fore wings; but the hind wings are 
almost entirely without marking. , 

A form from Western China, described as var. angustaria, 
Leech, has all the wings narrower than the type ; both surfaces 
are heavily suffused with fuliginous, and the white transverse 
lines of fore wings are strongly defined. 

CiDABIA (EuSTROMA) RETICULATA, Hb. 

Eecorded from E. Siberia, Amurland, Corea, Japan, Tesso, 
Central and Western China, and Sikkim. 

Mr. Leech states: **In China and Japan this species is 
generally represented by terosa, ButL, which is identical with 
inextricata, Walk., but I have typical specimens from Hakodate, 
Omei-shan, and Chia-kow-ho." 

Camptogramma (Cidaria) fluviata, Hb. 

Hydriomena fluviatdf Meyr. 
Occurs in Eastern and Western China, Japan, Corea, India, 
Ceylon, and Burma. 

CoREMiA (Cidaria) designata, Kutn.^propugnata, Fb. 
Xanthorhoe designata, Meyr. 

Recorded from E. Siberia, Amurland, Japan, and Yesso. 
Specimens agree with European examples. 

CoREMiA (Cidaria) quadrifasciaria, GlerGk=ignobili8, Butl. 
Xanthorhoe quadrifasciaria, Meyr. 

Occurs in Amurland, Japan, and Yesso. 

Referring to Japanese specimens, Mr. Leech says some are 
much suffused; "others agree with the type of ^ S ' ignobilis, 
ButL, in the National Collection at South Kensington." 

Anticlea (Larentia) badiata, Hb. 
Hydriomena badiata, Meyr. 

^'The central fascia of primaries and the secondaries are 
whiter in Japanese specimens than in any example in my 
European series'' (Leech). 

Only recorded from Japan. 

Emmblesia (Larentia) t-eniata, 8teph.=fulvida, Butl. 
Hydriomena tceniata, Meyr. 

Occurs in Western China, Japan, Yesso, and Kiushiu. 

" In the Japanese specimens the central band of primaries 
is broader than in European examples ; and the space between 
this band and the basal patch is deeply suffused with fuliginous'' 
(Leech). 

Hypsipbtes (Larentia) sordidata, Fh.=elutata, Hb. 
Hydriomena elutata, Meyr. 
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ASIATIC DISTRIBUTION OF BRITISH GBOMETRIDiE. • 

Occurs in Amurland, Japan, and Western China. 
Specimens are of forms similar to those occurring in Europe. 

Thera (Larbntia) variata, Schiflf. 
Hydnoniena variata, Meyr. 

Modifications of the obeliscata form occur in Japan, Corea, 
and North-east China. 

[Larentia coinis, Butl., from Japan, is very like some European 
T. (L.) variata, but the antennae are shortly bipectinate.] 

[Oporabia dilutata, Bork., is replaced in Japan by a very 
closely-allied species, O. nexifasciata, Butl.] 

EUPITHBCIA CASTIOATA, Hb. 

Tephroclystis castigata, Meyr. 
Occurs in Amurland, Japan, and Western China. 

EUPITHBOIA CORONATA, Hb. 

Chloroclystis coronata, Meyr. 
Mr. Butler has described this species from Japan as E. 
lucinda. The specimens do not differ from European examples. 

[Eupithecia rectangulata, Linn. — Mr. Leech is of opinion 
that Lobophora Julia, Butl. = Chloroclystis palpata, Hampson, may 
probably be an Eastern Asian representative of this species.] 

LoBOPHORA HALTBRATA, Hufu. = hexapterata, Schiff. 
Occurs in Amurland and Yesso. Typical. 
LoEOPHORA (Triohopteryx) viretata, Hb. 
Mr. Leech has one female specimen from Ta-chien-lu, 
Western China ; taken in May. 

AsTHENA (Hydrblia) sylvata, Hb. 

Euchoeca sylvata, Meyr. 
Occurs in Amurland and Japan. Typical. 

AsTHBNA (Hydrblia) blomeri, Curtis = pulchraria, Eversm. 
Euchoeca blomeri, Meyr. 

Becorded from Amurland and Japan. 

Mr. Leech refers to one specimen, from Fryer's collection, in 
which " the only character that shows up at all prominently is 
the short brownish fascia." 

AsTHBNA (Hydrblia) lutbata, Schiff. 

Euchoeca luteata, Meyr. 
There were two specimens in Fryer's Japanese collection, and 
these Mr. Leech states are paler than his European examples. 
The species also occurs in Amurland and the Isle of Askold. 

Asthbna candidata, Schiff. 

Occurs in Amurland, Japan, Yesso, Corea, Central and 
North-east China. Typical. 
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EupisTERiA (Hydrelia) obliterata, B-Xxtu . = hepuraria, Hb. 

Euchoeca ohliterata, Meyr. 
Kecorded only from Japan. Typical. 
Venusia cambrica, Curtis. 
Occurs in Japan. Typical. 

MiNOA murinata, Scop. = euphorbiata, Fb. 

Asthena murinata, Meyr. 
Mr. Leech has one male specimen from Japan. This is 
referable to var. cyparissaria, Mann. 

Subfamily Acidaliin^. 

ACIDALIA ORNATA, Scop. 

Craspedia ornata, Meyr. 
This species is found in Amurland and Japan. Mr. Leech 
remarks that " the blotches on outer ar^a of the wings are less 
distinct in Japanese than in European specimens." 

ACIDALIA STRIGILARIA, Hb. 

Leptomeris strigilaria, Meyr. 
Common in Japan ; also occurs in Amurland, Kiushiu, Corea, 
Central, Western, and Northern China. 

ACIDALIA FUMATA, Steph. 

Leptomeris fumata, Meyr. 
Occurs in Amurland, and Mr. Leech states that there was a 
specimen in Fryer's Japanese collection which he considered 
referable to this species. 

ACIDALIA REMUTARIA, Hb. 

Leptomeris remutaria, Meyr. 
Kecorded from Amurland and Japan. 

ACIDALIA STRIGARIA, Hb. 

Leptomeris strigaria, Meyr. 
Occurs in Amurland, Japan, and Corea. 

ACIDALIA BISETATA, Hufn. 

Eois bisetata, Meyv. 
Has been found in East Siberia, Amurland, Japan, Kiushiu, 
Corea, Central, Western, and North-eastern China. 

TiMANDRA AMATARIA, Linn. 

Calothysanis amataria, Meyr. 
" Very variable and generally distributed throughout Japan." 
It also occurs in Central and Western China. 

Subfamily Geometrin^. 
PsEUDOTERPNA PRUiNATA, Hufn.= ci/tisaHa, Esp. 
Alpheraky describes as var. simplex a large greenish white 
form without markings from Western China. 
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Hemithea strigata, Miill. 
Nemoria strigata, Meyr. 

Occurs in Amurland, Japan, Tesso, Kiushiu, Corea. 

Geombtra papilionaria, Linn. 

Occurs in East Siberia, Amurland, Japan, and Yesso. Typical. 

Nemoria viridata, Linn. 

Has been recorded from Amurland and Corea, and Mr. Leech 
refers specimens received from Central and Western China to 
this species. 

loDis (Thalera) laotearia, Linn. 

EiLchloris lactearia, Meyr. 
Occurs in Amurland, Corea, Tesso, and North-eastern China. 



A CATALOGUE OF THE LEPIDOPTEEA OF IRELAND. 

By W. F. de Vismes Kane, M.A., M.R.LA., F.E.S. 

(Continued from vol. zxx. 312.) 

Hypsipetes trifasciata, Bork. — Although the alder is so 
common a tree in all parts of Ireland, this species, so far as my 
experience goes, appears to be somewhat localized. It presents 
the usual wide range of variation, sometimes with a dark green 
ground colour (W.) ; but I have not met with the almost uni- 
colorous brown form. A very remarkable variation I have from 
Drumreaske and near Favour Eoyal, Tyrone, has a whitish 
ground colour with very little dusting of dark scales, traversed by 
two slight scalloped lines across the central and basal areas. 
The fringes are dusky, and on the costa one or two dark marks, 
indicating other suppressed transverse bars. Judging from the 
rather small Irish series I possess, the Irish insect seems to tend 
toward pale rather than dark forms. Localities: The Kev. J. 
Greene found pupae under moss on alder-trees at Bathfarnham, 
Co. Dublin (B.) ; Powerscourt, Co. Wicklow, abundant ; Howth 
(G. V. H.) ; Favour Koyal, Co. Tyrone ; Drumreaske, Co. 
Monaghan; Enniskillen (A.) and Tempo Manor {Langham) ; 
Cromlyn, Co. Westmeath {Mrs. B.) ; Sligo (Rilss.) ; Derry, 
abundant (C.) ; Colin Glen, &c., near Belfast, very numerous 
(W.) ; Castle Bellingham, Co. Louth (Thornhill). 

Hypsipetes sordidata, Fb. — One of our most abundant 
moths, and as variable here as elsewhere in the United Kingdom. 
Only one of the ab. fusco-undata has come under my notice, from 
Farnham, Cavan. The var. infuscata, Stgr., has not yet been 
recorded from Ireland. At Altadiawan, Tyrone, I took a number 
of the larvae, yearly full-fed, from bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), 
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Waterford; Clonbrock, a few (R.E.D.); ArdtuUy and moun- 
tains above Kenmare, Co. Kerry. 

Melanippe bivata, Hb. — Very rare and local. I have never 
taken it. "Cork, Mr. Clear" (B.) ; Clonbullogue, King's Co. 
(E. S.) ; Galway, a few {A.). 

Melanippe sociata, Bork. — One of our most numerous Geo- 
meters, unstable in its character, especially in the width of the 
white submarginal band, and the outline and colour of the dark 
median band. 

(To be continued.) 



A LIST OF THE HYMENOPTERA-AOULEATA OF THE 
IPSWICH DISTRICT. 

By Claude Morley, F.E.S., &o. 

The collection of the Aculeates was never a very strong point 
with me until my friend Rev. E. N. Bloomfield, M.A., F.E.S., 
proposed drawing up a list of those species which occurred in 
the county of Suffolk, and I then did what I could to assist him 
in so congenial a study, in view of the shortly expected publica- 
tion of which I can say but little here without poaching upon his 
preserves. The cradle of Anthophilology was rocked in this 
District by Rev. William Kirby, M.A., F.R.S., &c., rector of 
Barham, just a hundred years ago, and, in setting forth my own 
experience side by side with his, I think the contrast will but 
show that, when Entomolojgy as a whole was hardly shortcoated, 
this pioneer was already a " man among men.'' This being so, 
it is hardly wonderful that within a radius of five miles of Ipswich 
town more species should be enumerated, thanks to him, than 
have been recorded in some cases from a whole county. One or 
two of these, however, have not been observed within seven 
miles, and a couple of the Megachile occur no nearer than 
Felixstowe, which is ten as the crow flies. These, however, are 
the only exceptions. That there are species, especially among 
the Fossores, at this moment disporting themselves upon the 
blackberry blossoms and luscious UmbellifersB, carrying spiders 
and caterpillars to their nests in sand-banks, posts, and dead 
twigs, that have not their names enrolled in this list, there can 
be no doubt ; but, since it is an obvious impossibility to include 
the whole, and the list is now (I think) as long as others of the 
same scope, it would appear that this classic corner of East 
Anglia is to be anything but despised as a hunting-ground for 
these the most intelligent insects ; and we trust that the follow- 
ing list may induce some of our lepidopterists also to embrace 
this exceedingly interesting branch, and those who have never 
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handled the subtle net to go out into the highways and hedges 
and " look through Nature up to Nature's God." 

Excluding races and varieties, the list comprises the following 
species: — Heterogyna, 10; Fossores, 53; Diploptera, 10; Antho- 
phila, 133. Total, 206. 

Hetebootna. 
Formica, Linn. 
1. rvfa, Linn. — There has been a strong nest in the Bentley Woods 
for the last six years, and at one time there were two, in 
which many myrmecophilous Coleoptera occur. 
2.fmca, Linn. — Generally common on sandy banks. 

Lasius, Fab. 
B./idiginosuSfljektr. — Barham, ahxmi&nt {Rothney) ; common, often 
hibernating beneath oak bark. 

4. niger^ Linn. — The common garden ant ; abundant. 

„ race alientis, Forst. — Common on the sandhills at 

Felixstowe in June. 

5. umbratus, Nyl. — Not uncommon ; Barren and Foxhall Heaths. 

6. flavus, De Geer. — Nests commonly in old pastures. 

Leptothorax, Mayr. 

7. tuberum, Fab., race nylanderi, Foerst. — Somewhat local, but very 

common in the winter beneath the bark of aspen, maple, &c. ; 
Wherstead, Bentley, Blakenham, &c. ; by the Gipping at 
Olaydon, &c. 
Stenamma, West. 

8. westwoodi, West. — ,One specimen in moss from Bentley Woods, 

80 X 97. 
Myrmioa, Latr. 

9. rubra, Linn., race ruginodis, Nyl. — ^Not uncommon. 

„ „ lavinodis, Nyl. — Common. 

„ „ scabrinodis, Nyl. — Common. 

„ „ lobicomis, Nyl. — Rare; one hermaphrodite in 

sandpit at Foxhall, August, 1896. 

MONOMORIUM 

10. pharaonis, Linn. — An imported species ; only too common in a 

baker's shop in Ipswich ; also swept from hedges at Wher- 
stead. 

Fossores. 
MuTiLLA, Lyn. 

11. rufipes, Ltr. — Rare ; a couple of females at Bentley Woods in 

August, 1897. 
Myrmosa, Latr. 

12. melanocephala, Fab. — Singly ; always in sandy places ; Bentley 

Woods, male and female ; Bixley and Foxhall, females. 
TiPfflA, Fab. 

15. femorata, Fab. — ^Ipswich and Barham {Rothney). 

AoENiA, Schiodte. 
14. kircanaf Fab. — Rare ; one swept near Clopton Church, July, 1897. 

Salius, Fab. 
IB.fuscuSj Linn, — Not uncommon in the spring. 

16. exaltatm. Fab. — Sparingly since 1898. 

17. pusiUusy Schiodte. — Rare ; in the spring in Bentley Woods, 
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18. panndtts, Dhlb. — One female in a sandpit at Bentley Woods, August, 

1896. 
PoMPiLus, Fab. 

19. plumbeusy Fab. — Not uncommon at Bixley in August. 

20. cluxlybeatus, Schiodte. — Rare ; Foxhall, and at Felixstowe, flying 

on the sands. 

21. gibbus, Fab. — Belstead, Foxhall, Ipswich, and Bentley Woods, singly. 

22. unguicularis, Thoms, — Uncommon ; Wherstead and Foxhall in 1896. 

23. pectinipesy V. d. Lind. — The commonest of the genus,and widely 

distributed. 
Trypoxylon, Latr. 
M.jigulusy Linn. — Not vory common. 

25. clavicerum, Lep. — Abundant ; the genus is always taken flying to 

their nests in posts. 

26. aUenuatum, Sm. — Uncommon ; Dodnash Wood and Clopton. 

Taohytes, Panz. 

27. pectinipes, Linn. — Rare ; one on UmbeUiferaa, Ipswich, 1896. 

Ammophila, Kirb. 

28. sabulosa, Linn. — Sparingly since 1898. 

29. hirsuta, Scop. — Martlesham Heath {Kirby). 

80. hUaria, Fab. — Martlesham Heath, two females {Kirby), 

Stigmus, Jur. 

81. Solskyif Moraw. — Rare ; one at Great Bealings, flying to nest in post. 

DioDONTus, Ourt. 

82. tristis, Y. d. Lind. — Common ; flying to nests in sandbanks; Gran- 

disburgh, Bentley Woods, &c. 
Passalcegus, Shuck. 
88. comigera, Shuck. — Common. 

84. insignis, V. d. Lind. — Common in woods about Bentley. 

85. gracilis, Curt. — Rare ; at flowers on the banks of the Gipping, 

86. monUicornis, Dbm. — Both sexes flying to nests in palings ; Ipswich, 

June 22nd, 1896. 
Pemphbedon, Latr. 
37. lugubris, Fab. — Rare ; Bentley Woods. 

88. shuckardif Moraw. — Not common on the banks of the Gipping and 

at Foxhall. 
MiMESA, Shuck. 

89. bicolor, Jur. — One only ; on umbels at Bentley Woods, in 1894. 

GoRYTES, Latr. 

40. tumiduSf Panz. — ^Local ; Bramford, Foxhall, and Bentley Woods. 

41. mystacem, Linn. — Uncommon; Bentley Woods and Blakenham. 

Nysson, Latr. 

42. spinosiis, Fab. — Taken by Mr. Baylis and myself at Bentley Woods 

in 1894, but not seen in the District since. 
48. dimidiatus, Jur. — Rare ; Bentley Woods and Foxhall, singly. 
Melunus, Fab. 

44. arvensis, Linn. — Common. 

Cebobris, Fab. 

45. labiata, Fab. — Singly at Baylham, Bentley Woods, Bramford, and 

Little Blakenham, on Spiraa vlmaria and Achillea mUle/olium. 
Cbabbo, Fab. 

46. capitosus, Shuck. — ^Ipswich ; bred from bramble stems (Rothney). 
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47. Umostoma,IAmi. — Barely; at Bentley Woods and Great Blakenham. 

48. podagncus, V. d. Lind. — Flying, like the rest of the genus, to posts 

in which they nest, at Ipswich and Great Bealings. 

49. palmipes, Linn. — Not uncommon ; Ipswich, Foxhall, Olopton, and 

Great Bealings. 

50. varius, Lep. — Bare ; a single specimen in Bentley Woods. 

51. wesmaeli, V. d. Lind. — Barely ; on umbels at Ipswich. 

62. elongatulus, V. d. Lind. — By no means common ; FoxhaU, &c. 
68. 4-maculatus, Fab. — Common ; about here it burrows in sandpits, 
and not in rotten wood (Saunders's * Hymenoptera,' p. 187). 
64. cribrariuSf Linn. — Common. 
55. peltarim, Sohreb. — Common. 

66. vagus, Linn. — Very rare ; one at a sandbank, Dodnash Wood. 

67. cephalotes, Panz. — Not very common ; Ipswich and Grandisburgh. 

68. chrsyostoma, Lep. — Somewhat common. 

69. lituratm, Panz. — One specimen on umbels near Ipswich in 1894. 

60. Milabris, Fab. — Occasionally on flowers at Ipswich. 

Entomagnathus, Dhlb. 

61. hrevis, V. d. Lind. — Common. 

OxYBELus, Latr. 

62. uniglumis, Linn. — Common. 

DiPLOPTEBA. 

Vespa, Linn. 

68. crabrOf Linn. — ^Not too common ; a strong nest in a garden in the 
Westerfield Boad, Ipswich, in 1894. 

64. vulgaris^ Linn. — Common, and harbouring many species of in- 
quiline Coleoptera in its nests, e. g. Metacua paradoxtu, Haplo- 
dents calatusy Rhizophagusferrugineu8,CryptophaguspubescenSt&c. 

66. germanica, Fab. — Common. 

66. rufa, Linn. — Not common ; Bentley Woods and Hadleigh. 

67. sylvestris, Scop. — Somewhat common. 

Odtmebus, Latr. 

68. callosus, Thoms. — Somewhat common. 

69. parietunif Linn. — Bare ; one in my study, June 80th, 1897. 

70. trifasciattcs, Oliv. — Bare; one near Ipswich in June, 1896. 

71. gracilis^ Brull6. — ^Bare ; a female on Spiraa tUmaria at Baylham. 

72. sinuatus, Fab. — The commonest of the genus, curiously enough ; 

an old gate-post in Bentley Woods generally harbours a large 
colony. 

Anthophil^. 
GoLLETBS, Latr. 
78. Bucdncta, Linn. — Bare ; Foxhall Crag Pits. 
14i.fodienSf Kirb. — "BarhamisB, in floribus JacobeeB*' (Kirby); Bush- 
mere (Harwoody, common on ragwort at Foxhall. 

75. picistigma, Thoms. — Kare ; a female at Bentley Woods in 1897. 

76. daviesana, Sm. — Abundant at nests in a sandbank, Bentley 

Woods, &c. 
Pbosopis, Fab. 

77. dUatata, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby). 

78. communis, Nyl. — Barham (Kirby) ; common. 

79. signata, Panz. — ^Barham (Kirby). 

80. confusay Nyl. — One on Rubus flowers in Bentley Woods. 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

81. brevicomu, Nyl. — One on UmbellifersB in Bentley Woods, 1896. 

Sphegodes, Latr. 

82. gibbus, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; not common ; Bramford and 

Great Bealings in 1897. 
88. subquadratus, Sm. — Not uncommon ; Great Bealings, Bentley 
Woods, &c. 

84. piliffonSf Thoms. — Somewhat common on Achillea millefolium, 

85. similis, Wesm. — Common. 

86. puncticeps, Thoms. — Uncommon ; Foxhall and Bentley Woods. 

87. dimidiatuSf v. Hag. — The commonest of the genus, and ubiquitous 

on flowers in August. 

88. afiinis, v. Hag. — Not uncommon. 

Halictus, Latr. 

89. rubicundm, Chr. — Barham (Kirby) ; common on flowers. 

90. xanthopus, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby), 

91. leucozonius, Schr. — Barham (Kirby) ; common on flowers. 

92. quadnnotattiSy Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; common. 

93. lavigatusy Kirb. — Barham (Kirby), 

94. sexnotatusy Kirb. — ^Frequent in flowers at Barham in the autumn 

(Kirby). 
96. cylindricus, Fab. — Barham ; frequent (Kirby) ; very common. 

96. albipeSf Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; rather common. 

97. subfasciatus, Nyl. — Probably rare ; two specimens on flowers in the 

Bramford marshes in August, 1897. 

98. vUlosuluH, Kirb. — Barham, very rare (Kirby) ; uncommon. Little 

Blakenham. 

99. lavis, Kirb. — ** Barhamise semel capta, iterum in Naoton, 

SuffolcifiB *' (Kirby) ; the only British records — about a 
himdred years old ! 

100. minutus, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; uncommon, Clopton, Bram- 

ford, and on the banks of the Orwell. 

101. nitiduscvlm, Kirk. — Barham (Kirby) abundant, the commonest 

species of the genus in tMs district. 

102. punctatissimiis, Schk. — Very rare ; one female on flowers at 

Foxhall, May, 1897. 
108. minutissimus, Kirb. — Frequent on flowers and roadside banks at 

Barham (Kirby) ; not very common. 
104. tumulorum, L. — ^Barham (Kirby) ; common of flowers of Achillea 

millefolium in August. 
106. smeathmanellus, Kirb. — Many nests in a low wall surmounted by 

an iron railing in the Burrell Boad, Ipswich ; it also occurs 

at Bramford and Burgh. 

106. monoy Fab.— Barham (Kirby) ; not very common ; Bentley, and 

on the banks of the Orwell. 

107. leucopusy Kirb. — ^Abundant on flowers in July and August. 

Andrena, Fab. 

108. cetiiy Schr. — *' Barhamiss ; CoddenhamiaB, prope Needham Market 

in Suffolcia, bis capta *' (Kirby), 

109. cingulata^ Fab. — ** BarhamisB, femina in floribus Eanunculosi 

bulbosi ** (Kirby) ; very rare, one on umbels in 1894. 

110. albicans, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; common. 
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111. pUipes, Fab. — Barham (Kirby). 

112. atriceps, Eirb. — **Barhami8B, in floribus Taraxaoi" {Kirby); not 

uncommon on flowers in April. 

118. bimaciUaia, Kirb. — Twice taken at Barham (Kirby) ; common. 
114:. florea, Fab.^ — One female at bramble-flowers in Bentley Woods on 

Aug. 8rd, 1896. 

115. roscB, Panz. — Uncommon ; Bentley Woods and Foxhall. 
var, trimmer ana, Kirb. — Very common. 

116. thoracica, Fab. — Barham {Kirby). 

117. nitida, Fourc. — Frequent at Barham {Kirby) ; East Bergholt 

{Harwood). 
llS.fulva, Schr. — ^Barham (Kirby) ; common ; Shrubland Park, &c. 

119. clarkella, Kirb. — Rare ; Ipswich ; only taken in 1894. 

120. nigroa:nea, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; somewhat common, appears 

in April. 

121. gwynana, Kirb. (Ist brood). — Barham (Kirby) ; abundant in April 

at flowers of Leontodon, &c. Kirby's dedication is interest- 
ing : — ** MemoriflB botanici periti, tum et naturae, scrutatoris 
indefessi, mihi et omnibus Historiss Naturalis cultoribus 
semper amicissimum se prsBbentis, Nicolai Gwyn, M.D. 
Gippovicensis, hoc insectum dicatum volo." 
bicolor, Fab. (2nd brood). — Much rarer than the first brood ; Fox- 
hall, &c. 

122. angustior, Kirb. — " Mas BarhamisB lectus " (Kirby). 

128. pracox, Scop. — '^BarhamisB, in salicum amentis masculis frequens 

anno 1799 ** (Kirby). 
12i. variansj Rossi. — ** Capta semel in floribus P. Mali in horto 

quodam Gippovicensi *' (Kirby). 
126. helvola, Linn. — Barham (Kirby). 

126. nigriceps, Kirb. — Barham in 1800 (Kirby) ; not uncommon at 

Bentley Woods. 

127. dmticuluta, Kirb. — Rarely in flowers at Barham (Kirby). 
12S,fti8cipeSy Kirb. — Barham ; very rare (Kirby) ; still very rare, one 

specimen at Ipswich in 1898. 

129. tndentata, Kirb. — Melton and Barham ; very rare (Kirby). 
ISO. fulvicncs, Kirb. — Infrequent at Barham (Kirby). 

181 . alhicrus, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby) ; uncommon, Foxhall and Ipswich. 

182. chrysosceles, Kirb. — Barham ; rare (Kirby) ; uncommon, Ipswich 

and Blakenham. 

(To be continued.) 



NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

HELiOTffls ABMiGERA. — This spccios is a true cosmopolitan. It 
occurs in Europe, Asia, Africa, America, and Australia. It was first 
introduced as British by Mr. Edleston, who in the *The Zoologist' for 
1848 (p. 260) recorded a specimen taken at Salford, by Mr. John 
Thomas, in September, 1840. This capture is referred to in the list 
of ** New British Species since 1885,'* published in the * Entomologist's 

ENTOM. — ^JAN. 1898, C 
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Annual ' for 1866 (p. 88), where also are mentioned a specimen taken 
at Mickleham, and others ** taken in various localities.*' In 1866 one 
was obtained at Exeter, and one in the Isle of Wight. The summer 
of 1869 was a hot one, as were the two previous summers, and many 
records of the occurrence of H, armigera were enumerated in the 
* Annual ' for 1860 ; the localities being Brighton, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Edmonton, Isle of Wight, Eamsgate, Torquay, Weston- super-mare. 
Worthing, and other places. Between the year last mentioned and 
1871 one specimen or more seem to have been captured each year, and 
chiefly on the south and south-west coasts, but one example was 
reported from Scarborough in 1866, and one from Wakefield in 1871. 
Turning now to the * Entomologist ' I do not find any further records 
until 1876, when a specimen occurred at Bristol, and in the following 
year three captures were announced — one at Hartlepool, one in 
Gloucestershire, and one on the Kentish coast. In 1881 there is 
another Gloucestershire record ; in 1890 the occurrence of a specimen 
at Chatham is reported ; in 1896 one example is notified from Tun- 
bridge Wells; and, finally, we have the capture mentioned by 
Mr. Druitt in the present number. Mr. J. Jenner Weir, in 1869, bred 
two specimens from larvsB found feeding on tomatoes, and mentioned, 
when exhibiting them before the Entomological Society of London, 
that an importation of tomatoes from Spain and Portugal had been 
greatly damaged by a number of green larvaa, with black lines and 
spots, which fed in the fruit. 

Twenty-three years later Mr. Arkle (Entom. xxv. 287) again 
refers to the importation of H. armigera in the larval state in consign- 
ments of tomatoes from Valencia arriving at Liverpool in the months 
of June and July. The moths in this case appeared on July 27th 
(two) and Aug. 16th (one). The same writer (Entom. xxvii. 188) 
records two imagines, bred July 9th, from larvsB obtained from 
Valencia tomatoes in June, 1898 ; in 1896 he received about twenty 
full-grown larvaB in June, and one on Sept. 24th, the latter imported 
from Lisbon, but the others from Spain. Probably the majority of 
the specimens of the species captured in this country arfive here in 
the larval state, but it is quite possible that occasionally the insect 
may pass through the whole of its metamorphoses on British soil. 
Mr. Golding Bird states (Entom. ix. 261) that in the autumn of 
1876 he found some larvae on the flower-heads of scarlet geranium in 
the Isle of Wight. They were very numerous, and varied greatly in 
colour, but as he did not know to what species they belonged, and 
thinking that they would produce some common moth, he only 
secured about half a dozen. These were injured in the journey to 
London, and he reared but one imago on August 1st. 

In the United States, where it is known as ** Cotton-boll worm," 
** Corn-ear worm,*' and ** Tomato-fruit worm,'* H, armigera has the repu- 
tation of being destructive to the cotton crop, the estimated damage 
ranging in the different States from two to something like fifteen per cent. 
Probably, however, it is more injurious to corn, as there are five genera- 
tions in the year, and the first three of these occur in cornfields more 
especially. Besides corn, cotton, and tomato, the larva affects beans, 
tobacco, pumpkins, melons, garden flowering plants, and also various 
wild plants. The species has been the object of special investigation by 
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entomologists appointed for the purpose, and several bulletins dealing 
with the matter have been issued by the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, Division of Entomology. — Richard South. 

Epione parallelaria in Scotland. — In a collection of Lepidoptera 
made by Mr. W. Salvage in Sutherland shire, in 1892, was a fairly 
long series of Epione parallelaria (vespertaria) ; referring to which he 
says, to use his own words, ** I not only captured vespertaria, but bred 
it from larvflB found on aspen and sallow at Invershin, Sutherland- 
shire ; I also took the moth in North Ross. The species is pretty well 
distributed in Sutherlandshire, and occurs from sea-level to about a 
thousand feet on the mountains. Aspen is, I believe, a new food- 
plant." The specimens appear to be somewhat brighter in coloration 
than the York examples; this apparent difference may, however, 
result rather from the particular individuals compared, than from any 
general tendency to local variation. These records, taken in conjunc- 
tion with the recent captures reported from Roxburghshire, suggest 
the probability of a distribution over a very considerable portion 
of Scotland. — Robert Adkin ; Lewisham, Dec. 11th, 1897. 

Veniija MA.GULARIA IN SCOTLAND. — In the samc collection there was 
also a long series of Venilia macularia, sufficiently long indeed to 
suggest that the species had been met with in some abundance. In 
several of the individuals comprised in it, the black blotches are larger 
than is usual in the South English examples. — ^Robert Adein. 

Concerning Varieties op Epinephele ianira, L. — Hofmann in his 
book, ' Gross-schmetterlinge Europas,* makes no mention of under- 
side variation in E. ianira^ although he describes corresponding 
varieties of E. hyperanthes. The recognized named forms of ianira 
given in Staudinger's list No. 40 are var. hispuUa, var. fortunata, var. 
telmessia, and var. kurdistana. In considering specimens of ianira from 
the same neighbourhood, it is found that they differ from one another 
in the number and position of the spots on the under side of the hind 
wings, some males having two, three, four, five, and even six spots, 
while occasionally one finds an individual with these spots entirely 
absent. The following table shows the proportion of each form in sixty - 
four male specimens taken near Sofia during June and July, 1896 : — 

Number of spots on the ) q -^ 2 3 4 5 6 

under side of hind wings ) 

Number of specimens ... 1 36 19 6 1 1 

Thus it is seen that more than half of these male ianira from Sofia 
have only two spots on the hind wings; one-third possess three spots, 
and one-tenth four ; the other forms are rare, while none have yet 
been taken with one spot only. The example without the white dots 
on the hind wing had the ocellus of the fore wing reduced to a mere 
point. In the case of the female the number of spots appears to range 
from one to ttiree, while a much larger proportion, viz, fifteen out of 
twenty-six, have no white ocelli in the hind wings. The colourmg of 
the ninety specimens examined exhibited every gradation, from typical 
E. ianira to var. hiaptUla. — ^Prop. P. Baohmetjew in * Societas Ento- 
mologica,' xii. 8. — (W. M.) 
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A Gynandromokphous Platisamia cecbopia. — Mr. Carl Frings 
(* Societas Entomologica,' xii. 1) records the capture of a gynandrous 
specimen of P. cecropia in the spring of 1896. The insect is completely 
divided by a line passing down the centre of the body into male and 
fepaale, but it is interesting to note that the genitalia are typically 
male.— (W. M.) 



CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

Plusia moneta. — Mr. Charles E. Morris, of Vernon Lodge, Preston, 
near Brighton, informs me, in a letter dated the 12th inst., that he and 
Mr. Tucker captured eleven specimens of Plusia moneta on Delphinium in 
their garden at Preston in July last. He adds that they also found two 
pupsB of the species. — H. Goss; The Avenue, Surbiton Hill, December 
16th, 1897. 

NOCTUA DAHLII AND TRIPHiENA ORBONA = 8UBSKQUA IN SOUTU 

Oxfordshire. — Though belated, it may be interesting to record the 
cipture of Noctua dahlii on August 1st, 1896 ; and one specimen of 
Triphana orbona = subsequa on July 30th, and another by Mr. Hamm on 
August 2nd, 1890. These species have not hitherto, I believe, been re- 
corded from the Reading district. — J. Clarke ; Reading, Dec. 13th, 1897. 

Heliothis armigera in 1897. — On 21st October last I captured a 
specimen of this moth at ivy bloom in this neighbourhood. — A. Druitt ; 
Christchurch. 

Notes from North Wales, 1897. — In January Phigalia pedaria and 
Hybernia rupicapraria were abundant at light. A month later H. margin- 
aria occurred freely ; but Anisopteryx ascularia and H, leucophaaria were 
each represented by a single specimen. The latter seems to be scarce 
in our neighbourhood. In March Taniocampa 8tabilis,T.incerta, T.gothica^ 
and T. pulverulenta were common at sallows ; while T. mimda occurred in 
abundant variety. I noticed that it was the first of its genus to appear 
commonly. Of Xylocampa areola I boxed a good series off palings. 
Butterflies were later here than in 1896. The first specimens I saw of 
Euchlo'e cardamines (May 9th) were very small males, averaging about 
li in. in expanse. The ova and larvae of this insect were to be found very 
freely during June and July on Cardamine pratends and AUiaria officinalis. 
Two specimens of Gonepteryx rhamni were seen on June 5th; the first 1 
have noticed in this district. Argynnis euphrosyne is one of our commonest 
butterflies ; it is found nearly everywhere in the valleys or low wooded 
hills of the county. For Melitcea artemis I have discovered two localities, 
where it occurs very sparingly, and of the ordinary type. The common 
Pierids were much scarcer than usual. Argynnis aghia is another 
generally distributed butterfly here, but I have not found it abundant at 
any time. Satyrus egeria I have never seen here ; S, megara is very scarce. 
Of the blues 1 have taken only Lyccena icarits (common) and L. argiolvs, 
which I have found in several directions. Vanessa c-album 1 saw but once, 
May 9th ; F. io was considerably in evidence during May and June. 

Turning to the Heterocera again, in May I got a pair of Smerinthus 
oceUatus in my garden. Later in the month I took seven specimens of 
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MacrogloBsa fuciformis (the narrow-bordered bee-hawk) over flowers of 
Orobus tuherosus, and saw others. Numeria pulveraria occurred frequently ; 
but other Geometers, abundant last year, were very scarce this : among these 
were Odontopera hidentata and Anaitis plagiata. In June Grammesia 
trigrammica was very abundant at light, along with Hadena dentina and 
Leucania comma; and a few Cilix spinula, I took three Agrotis cinerea 
again at light, all males and all rather worn ; they occurred on May 31st 
and June 4th. 

On Whit-Monday we found Ematurga atomaria and Melanippe tristata 
swarming on the Clog, a hill some live miles off. From the middle to the 
end of June moths swarmed at sugar. On June 30th I counted over two 
hundred NoctusB on one patch about three feet long by eighteen inches 
broad. G, trigrammica and Agrotis exclamationis were very abundant 
during the first part of that period. Of the latter I took one fine variety 
bimilar to the lower figure in Newman's ' British Moths.* As the month 
advanced Agrotis segetum, Xylophasia monoglypha, X, lithoocyleay and 
TriphcBua pronuba grew commoner. Among other moths that occurred 
less freely were Miana strigilis (in great variety), Rusina tenebrosa, 
Acronycta psi, A, rumids, Chariclea umbra (one only), Aplecta nebuhsa, 
Noctua festiva, N, triangulum, N. avgur, Mamestra anceps, aad Apam^a 
basilinea. On June 29th I missed a fine specimen of Cymatophora octo- 
gesima at sugar. On June 20th I found a number of larvae of Liparis 
(PortJiesia) chrysorrhcea, which produced a fine series of " brown- tails " 
in July. 

Two days in mid-June we spent at Dinas Mawddwy. Bupalus piniaria 
swarmed in the pine woods there, along with Macaria liturata, Larentia 
pectinitaria, and Thera obeliscata. At rhododendron bloom v;e took a series 
of M. stellatarum ; while every flower seemed to harbour two or three speci- 
mens of Eupithecia pulchellata. 

Cvcullia umbratica was common at light throughout June. Atrata 
cluBrophyUata I have found in most of our hill country. During July we 
netted Pseudoterpna cytisaria and Metrocampa margaritaria, Cidaria 
pyraliata C. fulvata, Crocallis elinguaria, and lots of the commoner 
species of Melanippe, 

August and part of September I spent in Somersetshire. Since 
returning here insects have been very scarce. I never remember so 
barren an autumn. We had during September and October a long spell 
of dry weather, with a succession of northerly and easterly winds. Add to 
this the fact that ivy is scarce in our neighbourhood, and such unusual 
absence of even common moths can be explained to a certain extent. 

I took but two specimens of Anchocelis pistadna, and one of Miselia 
oxyacanthcB: last year they were very abundant at light Cheimatobia 
brumata completes my record ; it is still most consistent in its plentiful 
appearance. — Alfb£D S. Tetley ; Llwynon, Newtown, N. Wales. 



SOCIETIES. 

Entomological Society of London. — December 1st, 1897. — Mr. R. 
Trimen, F.R.S., President, in the chair. Mr. Hope Alderson, of 
Hilda Vale, Farnborough ; Mr. Arthur Home, of Ugie Bank, Aberdeen ; 
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Mr. Charles H. Pemberton, of 4, Kent's Terrace, Torquay ; and Mr. 
E. P. Sfcebbing, Indian Forest Service, were elected Fellows of the 
Society. Mr. Dudley Wright exhibited an aberration of Argynnis 
euphrosyne, in which the upper side was suffused with black, and the 
silver spots of the under side of the hind wing converted into streaks. 
On behalf of Mr. W. H. Tuck, Mr. Tutt showed examples of Metacus 
paradoxus, L., taken in nests of Vespa vulgaris near Bury St. Edmund's, 
together with some of the cells in which they were found. About a 
fifth of the nests examined were affected, some containing as many 
as twenty-four, twelve, and eight examples of the beetle ; the more 
usual number present was from iwo to four. The dates between 
which examples were taken in 1897 were from Aug. 2nd to Oct. 1st. 
Acccording to Dr. Chapman, the eggs were laid in the cracks of posts, 
(fee, from which the wasps got the pulp to make their cells. Combs 
were also exhibited from nests of Vespa crahro and Vespa gennanica, in 
which Mr. Tuck had found larvsB of VeUeius dilatatus, Fabr., which, 
however, he had been unable to rear. The Rev. A. E. Eaton exhibited 
a specimen of the singular Myodites subdipterus, Fabr., taken by himself 
at Biskra, Algeria, and a near ally of Metoecus. Mr. Blandford called 
attention to a new instance of the destructive propensities of Dermestes 
vulpinus, Fabr. He had received examples found at Hong-Kong 
among flags made of bunting, which were presumably injured, 
although no details had been forwarded. This form of injury was 
analogous with the damage to woodwork recorded by himself and 
others ; it had nothing to do with the feeding-habits of the insect, but 
was committed by the larvae in their search for shelter in which to 
pupate. Probably the flags had been stored at some period in the 
neighbourhood of infested leather goods, or dried provisions. The 
only other case of damage to textile fabrics by De)'mestes vidpimts which 
he knew of occurred in connection with the case recorded by him 
(Proc. Ent. Soc. Lond. 1890, p. xxxi) ; a blue handkerchief spotted 
with white, left in the infested building, was found next day to have all 
the white spots eaten out. In the ensuing discussion Mr. C. G. 
Barrett referred to the damage done by Agrotid larvsB to linen spread 
out to bleach on the hillsides near Belfast. Investigation showed that 
this did not take place except when the linen was gathered up and 
brought into the warehouses without being shaken. The caterpillars 
which had taken shelter underneath it then ate their way through it, 
in order to escape in search of food. Mr. Champion communicated 
papers entitled '* Notes on American and other TingitidsB, with 
Descriptions of two new Genera and Four Species"; and "A List 
of the StaphylinidaB collected by Mr. J. J. Walker, R.N., in the Straits 
Gibraltar." — W. F. H. Blandford, Hon. Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natural History Society. — 
November 25th, 1897. — Mr. E. Adkin, F.E.S. President, in the chair. 
Mr. Tunaley exhibited xanthic specimens of Epinephele ianira, taken 
in North Kent in 1896 ; a variable series of Angerona prunaria, from 
the same locality; and, on behalf of Miss Miller, of Chelmsford, an 
unusual variation of Acronycta rumicis, having a distinct red tinge on 
the submarginal area of the wings, some portions of the body being 
similarly tinted. Mr. H. Moore, a small collection of Lepidoptera, taken 
in France last August, while on a cycling tour, and contributed notes. 
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E. ianira, generally, and Erehia athiops and E, neoridas, locally, were 
the only species seen at all commonly. Ohamb^ry was the farthest 
point reached. Mr. Bristowe, a small collection of Lepidoptera taken 
during a short visit to Japan. It was remarked how close many of 
the species were to those of our own country, but much larger. Mr. 
Tutt, a bred series of Gnethocampa pityocampa from larvsB taken by Dr. 
Chapman in the South of France, and remarked on the considerable 
sexual dimorphism; also a specimen of Eriogaster catax, from the 
same locality. Mr. Adkin, an asymmetrical specimen of "Arctia caia, 
in which the left fore and hind wings were much suffused with the 
dark brown colour, the right wings being normal. The specimen was 
one of a second brood, and emerged from pupa in October last. 

December 9th, — ^The President in the chair. Col. Partridge ex- 
hibited specimens of Ephyra trUinearia : (1) female parent, typical ; 
(2) specimen of brood horn above, dwarfed, very red, and annulated ; 
(8) specimens of same brood which stood over in pupal stage. The 
last were not so red, nor dwarfed, and the annulated spots could only 
just be traced. Mr. McArthur, a box of varieties captured or bred 
this year, including Arctia caia, yellow; Abraxas grossulari^ita, radiated 
and coalescent; Bombyx rubi, with the transverse lines lighter and 
wider than usual, and others. Mr. Mera, a box of Abraxas gi-ossu- 
lariata, bred at Forest Gate in 1897, separable into two distinct groups, 
a light and a dark one. Mr. Montgomery, specimens of Smerinthus 
ocellatus and Cossus ligniperda, which had been extremely affected by 
grease, and which were admirably cleansed, even to the fringe of the 
abdomen, by the use of benzine collas and a blowpipe. Mr. Clark, a 
photo-micrograph of a mite which, with numerous others, he had 
found on a humble-bee. Mr. Adkin, series of Epione paraUelaria 
(vespertaria) from Sutherland, and specimens of Abraxas grossidariata ; 
in the latter the usual yellow markings were of a dull ochreous ; they 
were bred by Eev. Joseph. Greene, of Clifton. Rev. Joseph Green 
sent drawings of some seventy varieties of Abraxas grossidariata, bred 
during the last six years near Bristol, apd communicated notes on the 
same. Mr. Turner, eight species of the genus Libythea^ and read 
notes on their relationships, characteristics, and distribution. It was 
announced that Part I. of the Proceedings was published, and ready 
for distribution. — Hy. J. Tubner, Hon. Eeport. Sec. 

BiBMiNOHAM Entomological Society. — November 15th. Mr. G. T. 
Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. R. C. Bradley, a propos 
of Mr. Kendrick's paper on mimicry, read at the last meeting, 
exhibited a few examples of mimicry amongst Diptera : Volucella 
bombylans in both its forms, with Bombus lapidarius and B. terrestris, 
and F. inanis, with its host Vespa crabro. Mr. C. J. Wainwright also 
exhibited a number of examples of mimicry among Diptera, arranged 
in groups, showing a number of species mimicking Apis mellifica, 
another lot showing a general wasp-like type, and another lot closely 
resembling Bombus muscorum, &c. Mr. A. H. Martineau showed a 
similar lot of examples : Chilosia flavicornis, with an Andrena with 
which it flies in the spring, when few other large insects are about, and 
which it very closely resembles ; Arctophila mussitans and Criorrhina 
oxyacanthcB, both of which, the former especially, so closely resemble 
BombuA muscorum, that they are frequently taken for bees, and the real 
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species not discovered till it is in the net ; Merodon equestris, which not ^ 
only resembles Anthophora f areata, but' flies in exactly the same 
manner, and has a similar characteristic, a high-pitched note. He 
also showed the species of Psithyrus, with their hosts Bombus 
lapidarius and B, terrestris (female), which they resemble very closely, 
undoubtedly for protective purposes, and probably to enable them to 
enter the nests of their hosts unobserved, as their entrance is 
frequently disputed when detected. Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker showed 
a species of Arhopala mimicking Danis appolonius, a widely different 
Lyc8Bnid. — Colbran J. Wainwbight, Hon, Sec. 



RECENT LITERATURE. 



The Lepidoptera of the Bntish Islands, By Charles G. Barrett, F.E.S. 
Vol. iv., pp. 404. London : L. Reeve & Co. 1897. 

In the present volume we have a further instalment of the 
Noctuina, in which ninety-eight species, comprised in thirty genera, 
are considered. 

It is satisfactory to note that Mr. Barrett has not found it desirable 
to make any very striking changes in the arrangement or generic 
nomenclature of this family. He has, however, adopted EuroU for 
occulta, prasina (herbida), adusta, and porphyrea (satura). The first- 
named is the type of Eurois, Hiibn., and prasina appears to be 
congeneric with it, but it is probably not quite correct to include 
adusta and porphyrea in this genus. Popvlaris is usually assigned to 
Neuronia, Hiibn., but our author places this species, together with 
cespitis, in Heliophobus, and removes hispidus to Ulochlcma, Abjecta, 
sordida {anceps), a,nd furva are referred to Hama, and there seems to 
be no objection to this ; but it is curious to note that Mr. Meyrick 
includes all three of these species in Hadena, Sir George Hampson 
(Fauna Brit. Ind. Moths, ii. p. 198) merges Mamestra, Ochs., and 
Neuria, Guen., in Hadena, Schrank, established in 1802 (Fauna, 
Boica, ii. 2, p. 158), and gives ciicubali, Schiff. [Fues.] as the type. 
Mr. Barrett retains cucubali in Dianthoecia, and Mr. Meyrick includes 
it in HafTnodia, Hiibn. (= Dianthoecia, Auct.). Aprilina is placed in 
Chariptera, Guen., and this would seem to indicate that it is considered 
congeneric with culta, Fabr., the type of the genus. Dryobota adopted 
for protea appears to be a more suitable genus for the species than 
either Polia, to which it is referred by Mr. Meyrick, or Hadena, in 
which it is included by several authors ; probably, however, its really 
correct position would be in Eurois, 

At the present time both classification and nomenclature are in a 
state of transition, and it will probably be many years hence ere 
anything approaching finality in these matters is attained. In the 
meantime the student must be prepared to find in future works on 
British Lepidoptera many more indications of the changes in progress 
than those we have referred to as occurring in the volume under 
notice. We do not say this in disparagement of Mr. Barrett's work ; 
on the contrary, we consider that he has done wisely in keeping closely 
to the old track. 
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ARGYNNIS PAPFJIA var. VALESINA Ab. 



I AM obliged to Mr. Sabine, of Eritb, for the loan of tbe highly 
interesting aberration of the valesina form of A. paphia figured 
above. The specimen, which was taken in the New Forest last 
year, was purchased at Stevens's auction rooms last December. 

Although described in the catalogue as a male, the insect is 
certainly a female valesina, and the ground colour is that proper 
to the form, but rather deeper in tint than usual, and much suf- 
fused with black. The aberrant character of the markings is well 
shown in the figure. 

I may mention that Mr. Leech has a very similar example in 
his collection. This specimen was received, among others of the 
normal valesina form, from Chang- Yang in Central China. 

In the * Entomologist's Monthly Magazine' for January 
there is a figure of an almost parallel aberration of A. paphia, 
which is also a female, and was captured in Northampton last 
July by Mr. Kenneth J. Morton. A male specimen of the same 
form, taken by Mr. W. J. Argent in the New Forest in July, 1881, 
is figured in the 'Entomologist,' xv. pi. 1, fig. 4 ; and in an article 
on "Aberrations in the genus Argynnis," in the same volume, 
the late Mr. J. Jenner Weir, referring to this example, states 
that "another similarly but not so strongly marked" was 
obtained at the same time ^d place. Eichabd South 

BNTOM. — FEB. 1898. P 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

TEPHROSIA CREPUSOULARIA {BISTORTATA) = T. 
BIUNDULARIA. 

£t J. Abkle. 

Last season I devoted a large amount of time and attention 
to the Tephrosia question, and as my experience contributed in 
a great measure to the opinion I now hold that T. crepuscularia 
{bistortata) and T. biundularia are one and the same species, I 
venture to think that what I have to say upon the subject may 
be of interest to the readers of the ' Entomologist.' First, let 
it be assumed, but only for the sake of clearness, that T. crepus- 
cularia {bistortata) is the double- or eVen treble-brooded insect, 
and that T. biundularia has only one brood of imagines in the 
season. 

I had a regular farm of Tephrosias— hundreds of eggs, 
hundreds of larvae, and many imagines — from Perthshire, 
Cheshire, Derbyshire, Yorks, Berks, Essex, Somersetshire, 
Devonshire, Hants, and Sussex. These kept me in such constant 
watchfulness, that at no time was I able to leave home for more 
than a couple of days in succession. Besides all this I had a 
correspondence which may justly be described as voluminous. 
On all these heads my thanks are due to those who so kindly 
helped me, and, in addition, my apologies whenever I appeared 
in the part of the importunate. 

Much has been said of the egg, and I therefore brought all 
my powers to bear on this initial stage of the insect. I may 
say, at this point, that my observations throughout were sim- 
plified by the use of a powerful lens and an excellent binocular 
microscope. Neither in size, shape, or colour could I distinguish 
between the egg of T. crepuscularia (bistortata) and T. biundularia. 
That marvellous faculty of variation, which is such a character 
of the insect in all. its stages except that of the chrysalis, was 
almost as much in evidence in the egg as in either larva or 
imago. Sometimes one, sometimes the other, had the advantage 
in size, greenness, or as regular or irregular ovals or, if you like, 
cylinders with rounded ends. Fourteen laid by a Delamere 
Forest female were the palest. Quoting from my note book, I 
find them described (May 10th) as ** pale, dull straw-colour, very 
nearly that of the chip box on which they were laid. Their 
shells have a very faint iridescent green, only visible under a 
strong lens." As a rule the eggs were enveloped in a whitish 
"fluff " or down, but even this feature was inconstant. It was 
Dr. Biding who discovered this " silk *' to be " contained in a 
pouch at the extremity of the abdomen, in the form of dense 
bundles about 2 mm. long, and resembling, in miniature, locks 
of wavy flaxen hair. Hitherto all such coverings were supposed 
to consist of scales from the anal segment " (Entom. Becord, 
ix. 130). 
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It is in the larva state where variation is most conspicuous, 
but always in the matter of colour. The constant characters 
are (1st), structural, as a general snakelike appearance increased 
by lateral swellings of segments 8 and 4, particularly segment 3 ; 
slightly raised and notched appearance, dorsally, of segments 8 
and 12, the notches being raised tubercles, each emitting a short 
hair. (2nd), constant colour markings, as a pale blotch, whitish, 
yellowish, or reddish above and upon the claspers of segment 10 ; 
and black, oblique, dorsal marks on segment 12, almost forming 
a V, pointing anally and terminating in the notches. Constant 
colour markings up to the final stage are segments 6, 7, 8, darker, 
dorsally, than the rest, and a Y-shaped black mark on segment 6 
similar to that on segment 12, but pointing towards the head. 
The V-shaped mark was most constant, even including the final 
stage, in New Forest larvae (crepuscularia = bistortata\. In 
other matters of coloration, as the stripes, or traces of them, 
there was constancy enough; all else was chaos, from light 
hazel with darker shades, to dark reddish brown with darker 
blotches. Thus the d^rk or oblique marks on segment 12, 
ending in the notches or tubercles, are really the anal termina- 
tions of the sub'-dorsal dark stripes, and the pale marks above 
and on the claspers of segment 10 are really the terminations 
of the broad, yellowish (but blotched with reddish, &c., and so 
interrupted) mid-side stripe. Of course there is always the 
faint dorsal stripe, which is usually lost in the dark dorsal areas 
of segments 6, 7, 8, and sometimes 9. (See Entom. xxx. 140). 
The palest larvae, taking them as a whole, were the Somerset 
crepuscularia (bistortata) ; the darkest, those of Delamere Forest 
(biunduiaria). A scarce form of the latter is as black as ink, 
except in the ever-preseat pale (in this case whitish) blotch above 
and upon the claspers of segment 10. I put six of these in a pot 
by themselves, to see if the resultant moths turn out to be the 
black variety taken by Mr. Hargreaves in March, 1896 (Entom. 
xxix. 216; xxx. 142). If so, I hope to propagate the breed. 

Some time ago I was showing my collection to a veteran 
entomologist who, I know, will read these remarks. We came 
to these Tephrosias, and he asked, **Do you believe they are 
distinct species?" "Of course,'* said I; "don't So-and-so, 
and So-and-so, and So-and-So believe it ! " " Well, then," he 
asked, " what are the points of difference ? " Whereupon I ran 
out a formula, which I will not quote, as I now believe there was 
nothing in it. It was a formula inherited, but, among the many 
things entomological, never examined. Never shall I forget the 
veteran as he politely observed, " I am sure I ought to be 
obliged for all this information ! " So I determined to make up 
my own mind upon the Tephrosia question, and I have done so. 
Whether the moths be ochreous, black, or "bone- white" in 
general colour, whether they be faintly marked or banded, to 
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me they will be henceforth T. crepmcularia. Other opinions 
shall have my respect, as in duty bound, — " I bend my back and 
bow my head," as they sing in * Dorothy.' 

I will not weary the reader, or trespass upon the indulgence 
of our editor, by appending a copy of a table which lies before me, 
showing dates of hatching, pupation, or emergence of the various 
Tephrosias committed to my charge. I will rather summarise, 
and the general conclusion I arrive at is this : if these Tephrosias 
appear early enough to lay eggs which hatch in March, April, or 
even as late as the first few days of May, the climatic conditions, 
local environment, and acquired habit may permit a second, 
third, and, I should not be surprised, a fourth brood of imagines. 
On the other hand, if they appear so late that the eggs do not 
hatch before the end of May or beginning of June, there will, as 
a rule, be only one brood. A second emergence of York 
biundularia was represented by a male of " bone- white '' ground 
colour on Sept. 8th, while those of Delamere Forest showed a 
male of the local type on Aug. 19th, and a female at the end of 
November, the larvae being reared and the pupae kept behind a 
high wall facing north, m the open. And who shall say that the 
six moths I took, June 13th, 1891, in Delamere Forest, were not 
representatives of a second brood ! They were fresh insects, and 
I obtained eggs from them (Entom. xxiv. 287). Surely here is 
evidence of a common trait or character ! Anyhow, no one 
would think of separating moths into species because here there 
is only one brood in the season, and there two ; if so then the 
Plusia festucce of Bolton (Entom. xxix. 113) is a different species 
to the Plusia festucce of Chester. Again, second and third brood 
imagines (bred) of crepuscularia (bistortata) were fewer at Chester 
than, for example, in Somerset and Hants; that is, as they 
became exposed to colder conditions and less favourable environ- 
ment. Somerset gave me, without extenuating circumstances, a 
second brood of five moths from three dozen larvae ; Hants, a 
third brood of nine from one hundred and forty-four larvae ; the 
rest of the pupae are, in each case, lying over the winter. It was 
in this attempt to arrive at general conclusions that I met my 
greatest difficulty. I could not fit a communication from a valued 
correspondent into the chain of evidence. At last, on comparing 
the date with the postmarks, I found him, accidentally of 
course, two months out ! 

The concluding part of my inquiry into the two Tephrosias 
deals with matters entirely microscopic. It is without weight 
either for or against identity ; the value of x equals nothing ! 
But, to naturalists, anything under the microscope is so enchant- 
ing that " we lose and forget the creeping hours of time." Such 
must be* the excuse for presenting my experience to the reader. 
Dr. Beale, in his * How to work with the Microscope,' p. 29, 
says : — " The best light during the day is to be obtained from a 
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white cloud upon which the sun is shining." And, again, 
"Direct sunlight is not to be employed, and a very strong light 
of any kind is hurtful to the eyes.'' Under this advice I set to 
work on a brilliant July day, my sitting lasting six hours, to see 
if there could be any difference between the wing-scales of ere- 
jmscidaria (bistortata) and biundularia. The lenses used were 
chiefly J in. for individual examination, and 1^ in. for viewing 
"the field." And how can we best examine, microscopically, the 
scales of an insect ? Take a glass slip, 3 in. by 1 in. ; breathe 
upon it, and press gently but firmly an upper and lower wing of 
the set specimen on the part of the slip breathed upon ; lift the 
wings (the moth is as good as ever) and you will just see a little 
patch of dust on the slip. This is a facsimile of the wings, con- 
sisting of scores upon scores of scales. Place the slip on the 
stage of the microscope, and adjust the instrument to suit your 
sight. Then take pencil and paper and sketch what you see, for 
memory cannot be trusted in these matters. Never did trans- 
formation scene equal the sight you behold ! In the sun — for we 
will do the thing we ought not to do— and with a 1^ in. lens, the 
scales glisten like burnished silver. We are looking at "a 
field " of them. They are all perfectly distinct in outline, but 
the sight is too much for mortal eye, so we choose the light from 
" a white cloud," and the silver becomes mother-of-pearl, with 
all sorts of prismatic colours. Still deeper we go with the J in. 
lens, and the scales are seen to have a central vein or nervule, 
with close, parallel, but dotted lines throughout their entire 
length. With this lens I made out the dots to be little depres- 
sions with raised centres — but here I speak from memory. 

The shape of the predominant wing- scales* on crepuscularia 
(bistortata) and biundularia is exactly like that of the blade of a 
scull broken off near the top of the shaft. The end, or termina- 
tion, however, is prominently toothed. These teeth may be two 
in number — in which case they are of equal length — three, four, 
or five, and then the central one, two, or three of them are 
longer than the others. A rarer form is the well-known " battle- 
dore " scale, and a still rarer one has the outline club-shaped. 
The longer fringe-scales (cilia) are, perhaps, the most beautiful of 
all. Some are shaped like a blade of grass, but the majority are 
deeply serrated or toothed at the extremities — a sketch before me 
shows four, another six, serrations — in fact, the cilia are perfect 
miniatures of the petals of a pink. The discovery of a fresh 
scale, of course, meant testing the whole of the specimens over 
again until it was found in all. This multiplied my labours, 
which did not end until the 80th of October. 

Summarising, then, I found all the Tephrosias, including 
consonana, luridata (extersaria), and punctulata, had scales of the 

* Their length = breadth x 3. 
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same pattern. In T. punctulata I came across one with seven 
notches or serrations ; another with nine. But I must confess I 
was hardly prepared to find that the wing-scales of aU moths, as 
far as I could see, were of similar design. But so it is, and I 
append a list of additional species I examined : — Boarmia 
consortana, Uropteryx sambucaria, Angerona prunaria, Phigalia 
pedaria (pilosaria), Hemithea strigata {thymiaria) , Acidalia aver- 
sata, Halia vauaria (wavaria), Ematurga atomaria, Abraxas grossu- 
lariata, Hybernia marginaria (progemmaria), Anisopteryx ascu- 
laria, Anaitis plagiata, Tanagra atrata (chcerophyUata), Melanippe 
montanata, Coremia unidentaria, Cidaria corylata, Pyralis fari- 
nalis, Eurrhypara uriicata (urticalis), and Heliothis armigera. 
Chester: Jan. 7th, 1898. 



''DEILEPHILA GALII OF 1897.'' 
By the Eev. a. MniEs Moss. 

To those who were interested in the article on the re-appear- 
ance of Deilephila galii (Entom. xxx. 290) on the Lancashire and 
Cheshire coast, I have thought that it may be of further interest 
to state final results. I therefore briefly append the sequel. 

Though too late on the scenes, it will be remembered that I 
was fortunate in procuring four larv8B. One of these I preserved, 
the remainder pupating more or less satisfactorily. I say more 
or less because the specimen given to me by the greenkeeper at 
Wallasey, owing, as I take it, to the rather rough handling which 
it received just at the critical period, became slightly malformed 
in the pupa, having a deep indentation between head and thorax. 
One of the remaining two, found at Waterloo, in pupating failed 
to lay its right antenna case in its appointed socket, this re- 
maining in a curved position over the leg cases. 

These three pupae, together with six pupae of Charocampa 
porcellus and one Macroglossa stellatarum, I placed in a flower-pot 
filled with sand and gravel, and kept moist continually by a 
saucer of water, and the pupae were all placed in a vertical 
position in holes in the sand, the heads ' only appearing. The 
pot was covered with a piece of muslin, and left on the kitchen 
range, in which position it sometimes attained an almost 
frightening temperature, the thermometer varying from about 
50° F. [i.e. at night) to between 115° and 120° when the fire was 
hot, and I feared that my poor galii would be cooked alive ! 
Past experience, however, in forcing other pupae has convinced 
me that they can stand an almost incredible amount of heat so 
long as it be accompanied with moisture. 

This forcing operation began on Oct. 20th. By Nov. 12th I 
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could see that the malformed specimen was forming, and on 
Nov. 15th it endeavoured to emerge, but, though the notch 
behind the head did not seem to hinder the process of trans- 
formation, yet the insect became a cripple from another cause, 
the spiracle tissues apparently being too strong to release the 
abdomen from its case. Perhaps this was due to excess of 
moisture, or to a too quick development. 

From some other unknown cause the well-formed pupa died 
about Nov. 80th, and I feared that my success with galii was to 
be limited to a slight increase of experience, not the most happy. 

However, on Dec. 6th a specimen of C. porcellus emerged 
satisfactorily, and to my great joy the third and last galii also 
emerged satisfactorily on I)ec. 19th, a perfect, though not very 
large, male ; the slight malformation of the antenna case ap- 
parently having no detrimental effect to its contents. 

All my M. stellatarum have already emerged without forcing, 
with the exception of the one experimented upon, which 
succumbed under the unwonted treatment of heat and moisture. 

It will thus be seen that all have been subjected to the same 
conditions with varying results of failure and success, and I 
should much like to know why it is that one month's forcing 
should affect one insect, while another should require twice that 
period; why, under the circumstances, one should live and 
another die. Truly nature's ways, though full of interest, are 
past finding out. ^ 

Since writing the above, another perfect specimen of C. por- 
cellus has emerged, — January 14th,— having required nearly 
three months of this irregular system of forcing to complete its 
transformation. 

107, Camden Street, Birkenhead : Dec. 22nd, 1897. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN BEES OP THE 

GENUS NOMIA. 

By T. D. a. Cookerbll, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

Mr. William J. Pox in 1893 (' Ent. News,' p. 184) gave a 
synopsis of the North American species of Nomiay including, 
however, only four species. One of these he described as new 
under the name N. punctata, but this name being preoccupied in 
the genus, Dalla Torre altered it to N.foxii. In the present 
synopsis ten species are included. One other species is known 
from the western hemisphere — N. tarsalis, Westw., from Brazil. 
The species of Eunomia, Or. (not Eunomia, DC., a genus of 
CruciferaB), viz. E. a/pacha, Or., E. marginipennisy Or., and E. 
heteropoda, Say, are excluded. 
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NoMiA, Latr. 

Purple-blue, head and thorax with fulvous hair. 

(Mexico) calestinay Westw. 

Apical margins of abdominal segments greenish or 

greenish white 1. 

Abdomen ferruginous, or ferruginous and black, 

apical margins not greenish . . . nevadensis, Cress. 
Abdomen black, apical margins not greenish . . 4. 

1. Size large, 17 mm. or over ; apex of hind tibisB 

of male not emarginate .... nortoni, Cress. 
Size medium, less than 15 mm. in length . . 2. 

2. •* Dorsal abdominal segments of female sub- 

opaque, not punctate, but feebly roughened 
or granulated ; apex of hind femora of male 
widely emarginate." — Fox, l. c, (Cuba) . robinsoiii, Cress. 

Dorsal abdominal segments distinctly punctured 8. 

8. •* Clypeus smooth.'* (Eleuthera, Bahamas) . wickhamii^ Ashm. 

Clypeus well punctured foxii, Dalla Torre. 

4. Pubescence sooty-black, abdomen shining. (Brazil, 

Mexico) A;ir6ii, Westw. MS., Smith. 

Pubescence pale &. 

5. TibisB of male ferruginous, tegulaB amber-colour bakeri, n. sp. 
Tibiae of male black ...... 6. 

6. Tarsi of male reddish testaceous. (Canada) . compacta, Prov. 
Tarsi of male black peisimilU^ Ckll., ined. 

Nomiafoxii, D. T. 

Fox records this from Colorado, New Mexico, and S. Dakota. 
Specimens are before me which were collected by Prof. C. H. T. 
Townsend at Turkey Tanks, Arizona, July 17th and 18th. The 
male, not known to Fox, differs little from Ashmead*s description 
of wickhamiL The hind femora are thickened ; the hind tibiae 
triagonal, greatly enlarged distally, testaceous, with a black 
blotch on each face, and the outer apical corner black ; the hind 
tarsi with the basal joint testaceous and flattened. Flagellum 
ferruginous beneath. 

Nomia bakeri, n. sp. 

^ . Length not quite 10 mm., black, strongly and closely 
punctured ; pubescence short, dull white, tolerably dense on 
face, pleura, and post-scutellum, forming narrow bands on the 
apical margins of the abdominal segments. Flagellum with a 
dark ferruginous tinge beneath. Wings dusky yellowish, apical 
margin broadly smoky ; stigma ferruginous, nervures dark 
brown ; tegulsB transparent amber-colour ; femora black, anterior 
femur with a ferruginous stripe in front, hind femora incrassate, 
the basal half dark ferruginous ; tibiae ferruginous, hind tibiae 
broadened to apex, but not so much modified as in N.foxii; 
tarsi ferruginous, hind tarsi mostly black except at base. The 
face is broader below than in N.foxii^ and the punctures of the 
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first two abdominal segments are very different, being small and 
clear ; these segments have conspicuous transverse depressions. 
Hah. Colorado (C.F.Baker, 1591). Taken at flowers of 
Solidago canadensis, at Fort Collins, Aug. 8th, 1895. 

Nomia persimilis, CklL, ined. 
The female occurs at Albuquerque, N. M., in company with 
Andrena helianthi, to which it has a remarkable superficial 
resemblance. The male is larger than bakeri (about 13 mm. 
long), and has black legs and light testaceous tegulae. The 
punctuation of the male abdomen is small and close as in bakeri, 
but the hair-bands are thin and weak, scarcely deserving the 
name of bands. Flagellum black; face quite broad. Also 
found at Lincoln, Nebraska (L. Bruner), and in the Mesilla 
Valley of New Mexico. The female visits the sunflower in 
September. 

P. S.y Dec. 31st — I have just received from M. J. Vachal an 
interesting paper on the genus Nomia. He describes M. triangu- 
lifera from a single male taken in Kansas : this new species is 
evidently very close to my N. persimilis, and may even be iden- 
tical with it. He also re-describes N, cressoni, Westw., 1875 ; 
and it certainly seems probable that the name — generally re- 
garded as a synonym of nortorii — belongs to a distinct species 
inhabiting Mexico. — T. D. A. Cockerell. 

Mesilla, New Mexico, U.S.A. : Dec. 24th, 1897. 



DBAGONFLIES IN 1897. 
By J. Arkle. 



I HAD intended continuing my season's experience among the 
dragonflies upon the lines of my previous notes (Entom. xxx. 250). 
However, the capital paper by Mr. Lucas, l. c, p. 277, together 
with the admirable illustrations, tempts me to consider the 
subject of greater importance, and to treat it separately. 

By woody brooks in "the flowery month of June" Calopteryx 
virgo may frequently be met. It is by no means common about 
Chester, but I saw half-a-dozen on the wing in June and July. 
A couple of these were sporting over some rushes on the margin 
of the Dee near Eaton Hall. Worthenbury, however, some 
twelve miles higher up, is the great home in the district for this 
handsome dragonfly. There it may be seen in scores. 

Wanting a series of Pyrrhosoma minium for a correspondent, 
I made a couple of. close searches in the two haunts known to 
me in Delamere Forest about the end of June, but at neither 
place was it in evidence! The fact was, the character of both 
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localities had changed during the last few years. They were 
drier, — the Scotch firs and birches had grown up, overshadowing 
the ground, and P. minium had disappeared. So it is with other 
insects than dragonflies ; over-collecting, no doubt, has much to 
answer for, but, let an insect's habitat be transformed, — for ex- 
ample, if a marsh, let it.be drained, — and the place thereof shall 
know it no more. 

There is a large pond away in the depths of the Delamere 
woods which I have often come across when seeking for the early 
spring moths. It looks as though its margins had once been 
cared for, as if some one had thought of making its banks a 
dwelling-place, had even set about it, and then left it to its silent 
loneliness. I put it down as a likely place for dragonflies, and 
so June 24th found me thither bound. But I could not find it, 
do as I would. The whole neighbourhood looked changed in its 
garb of ferns and green leaves ; the pond was hidden, and I 
could not get a sight of it. So I gave it up for the time, took 
my bearings from the sun (a trick taught by sad experience), 
and made my way to some marshy, ditchy, unfrequented ground. 
There I came across P. minium, as I had never met with the 
species before, in hundreds. 

I think Mschna juncea has not been a^ plentiful with us as 
in other seasons ; but ^. grandis was quite up to its usual 
numbers. The excessive heat and drought dried up many of 
juncea^s ponds and marshes, while the deeper pits of grandis 
survived. What an interesting dragonfly M. grandis is, — how 
voracious, and almost nocturnal ! Hold him by the wings, and 
he will coolly bite anything from a nail down to cotton-wool. 
He will bite your finger if you present it to him, but without 
animosity. His ruling passion is simply something to eat. I 
have frequently tried his biting powers, but my epidermis always 
turns his mandibles; and I have not yet persuaded anyone 
thinner skinned to submit to the experiment. As to his 
nocturnal habits, I saw one hawking along a hedge in the deep 
twilight of a still, warm August night, — date, August 6th ; 
time, 8.30. The rising moon was just above the horizon, show- 
ing its light on the fleecy clouds and on the white mist hanging 
over the meadows. One day in August I found grandis and 
juncea flying together over a dried-up river-bed in North Wales ; 
on the adjacent woody heights juncea was alone. Grandis, in 
fact, prefers the lower grounds. The last I saw of juncea for 
the season was on August 21st; of grandis on the evening 
of September 4th, — time 7 o'clock, very dusk, and the city 
lamps lit. 

On August 14th Ischnura elegans appeared again, fresh and 
fine, at a pond where it had not occurred since May ; surely a 
second brood ? 

On August 21st I found Libellula quadrimacuUita and Leucor- 
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rhinia dvbia over on the Delamere heaths. The place of the 
latter was taken by lots of Sympetrum scoticum. One afternoon 
in July, just as the sun was getting near the horizon and I was 
facing west for home, I came across numbers of L. quadrimaculata 
resting on the tops of the heather. Unlike ^. grandis, they 
retire early. There they were, at varying intervals, with their 
wings spread out and glistening, for all the world like distant 
windows in the setting sun. Far away, for a long distance on 
the heath, I could easily make them out. 

My last dragonfly hunt at Delamere was on August 21st, 
when I went in quest of Lestes sponsa, a charming insect with its 
bronze green, chocolate bronze, and cobalt blue, — and all fast 
colours ! The day was unfavourable, — showery-looking, and 
with a strong south-west wind. I stirred up two or three ; but I 
was indebted to another romance for the lot I netted. When 
about tired out, we spied, miles away to the south-west and just 
on the sky-line, a bit of black cloud. This represented a drench- 
ing shower rattling along as fast as an express train. '* Now, 
my friend," said I, " we shall have to go all round the marsh 
before we reach those trees on the other side only fifty yards oflf 
us in a straight line, and we shall meet the shower ! But stay ! 
let us try crossing the marsh itself, which here appears dried 
up." Away we go where, possibly, foot rarely crossed before ! 
Let the crust give way, and down we go full fathom five I But 
wa are across, the sun still shines, and L. sponsa, sheltered by 
the wood, is on the wing in hundreds. A glance at the nearing 
shower shows that we have beaten it hollow, and with several 
minutes to spare. These are ipade good use of, and, as we 
settle down behind fern and heather and under leafy canopy, we 
pin out our sponsa from the cyanide-bottles while the storm 
raves and splashes overhead. 

As it appears that many of the brethren are taking up this 
fascinating group, let me presume to offer a word or two of 
advice on setting. Set your dragonflies on the flat. Abhor the 
" saddle." For when did any dragonfly — I had almost said any 
insect — ever curve its wings ! Let the grooves be wide enough 
to admit the legs and thorax. Let them be deeply corked and 
then papered, — the paper just high enough in the groove so that 
the top of the thorax is on a level with the board. Use black 
pins. I use Kirby, Beard & Go's. No. 4 for large, and No. 9 for 
small dragonflies. Let the pins stand perpendicidarly. Lift up 
the wings and set the legs first, the paper in the groove will 
show them up well. Next set the wings with card-braces and 
paper ; the upper slanting a trifle upwards, the lower a little 
downwards. Then see that the body is perfectly straight. Last, 
but not least, set the head, not looking waggishly to the right or 
left, or despondingly down, but straight and flat on the paper. 

Chester : November 9th, 1897. 
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A NEW SETTING-BOARD. 
By Geo. 0. Day. 

To those lepidopterists who are dissatisfied with the ordinary 
method of setting, and their name ought to be legion, it may 
be of some service if I made generally known, through the pages 
of the * Entomologist,' a setting-board of my own contrivance, 
that I have used for the last seven or eight years with very satis- 
factory results, both as regards the insects set and the time 
taken in setting. 

The main difference between my boards and those ordinarily 
used lies in the substitution of glass for the card-board or 
tracing-paper braces. I understan^d that loose pieces of glass 
are used by some entomologists on the Continent, and probably 
also at home, but the advantage in my contrivance is that the 
pieces of glass are hinged on to the sides of the boards. 

A glance at the accompanying illustration will give a general 
idea of the method. 





Fi&. H 




Fi& m 



ria. I. 



I will first describe the modus operandi, and afterwards give 
some particulars of the construction of the board. I may 
mention that the present form is the result of eight years' trial 
and improvements. 

Method of Setting. 

The pair of little glass " shutters " are thrown open as shown 
at AA, Fig. I. (a stout needle with about half an inch of the point 
end bent at right angles and fixed in a handle is the best kind 
of instrument to use). The moth or butterfly is then pinned 
into the groove. In a properly relaxed insect some parts of the 
wings will naturally lie on the surface of the board, as at b. 
Fig. I. The glasses are then turned back into their original 
position, but now they will be covering some part of the wings, 
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and are held down by a small elastic string-band. (These bands 
are marked c.) The glass on one side must then be levered up 
by the little implement before mentioned, just suificient to 
admit of the wing being moved up into its place by an ordinary 
setting-needle. When the wing is in its right position the glass 
must be allowed to rest on it to hold it in its place. The under 
wing is next treated in the same manner, only care must be 
taken that the upper wing does not slip back during the process. 
The other side of the insect is then dealt with. A great 
advantage of the glass is that the operator can see to make the 
two sides perfectly symmetrical. 

Both hands must of course be used in the operation — one to 
lever up the glass, and the other to move the wing into position. 

Description of Board. 

The materials used are wood, glass, paper, strip of cork, 
two strips of fine muslin or other thin material, and glue. 

The boards are made of wood, and are papered on the 
surface, including the rounded part of the central groove. A 
strip of cork is inserted at the bottom of the groove (e) to receive 
the pin on which the body of the insect is placed. This groove 
must be made of a depth to suit the taste of the setter (see 
observation at the end). The shape of the surface of the board 
is a very important matter, both as to the curve it is intended 
the wings are to take, and the flatness of the surface where the 
glasses {qq, Fig. II.) impinge upon the wings ; the flatness must 
of course extend far enough for the glasses to impinge upon the 
under wings as well (points ff. Fig. II.). The glasses themselves 
extend beyond these points, in fact nearly to the body groove 
(to KK, Fig. II.). 

There is a narrow raised beading of wood (hh. Fig. II.) at the 
two sides of the board, of the thickness of the glass, and to this 
beading the pieces of glass are hinged, by glueing on a strip of 
muslin or other thin material (ll. Fig. II.). Paper will do, only, 
it is not so durable. 

It will be found convenient to leave a small space between 
each pair of glasses, in order to arrange the antennae with a 
moist camel's-hair brush after setting the wings. 

The glasses are pressed to the board by a narrow elastic 
band placed over each pair. These bands entirely encircle the 
board, and are moved backwards oflf the glasses and forwards on 
to the glasses again, by rolling. 

For the guidance of any one who wishes to make this kind 
of board the diagram (Fig. III.) is given. The sizes — viz. width 
of board and relative depth of groove — are those which by expe- 
rience are found to be most useful. And the contour of the 
surface is recommended for those who adopt the curved style of 
setting. 
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169. centuncularisy Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; by no means common ; 

Ipswich, &c. 

170. argentata, Fab. — Common with Af. maritima on the sandhills at 

Felixstowe. 
Anthidium, Fab. 

171. manicatum, Linn. — Not common ; Great Blakenham, &c. 

Stelis, Panz. 

172. aterrinia, Panz. — BarhamisB, tempore autumnali, bis capta {Kirhj). 

173. phoeoptera^ Kirb. — Barhamise Augusto exeunto 1799 lecta {Kirhj). 

Chelostoma, Latr. 

174. florisomne^ Linn. — Rarely in flowers at Barham (Kirby). 

175. campanularum, Kirb. — Barham, frequently in flowers of Cam- 

panula (Kirby). 
OsMiA, Panz. 

176. rufa, Linn. — Blakenham Magna and Barham (Kirby) ; un- 

common; Wherstead, in a pine railing, and Little Blakenham. 

177. xanthomelana, Kirb. — Henley, nearlpswich, and once, Jijly* 1798. 

at Somersham (Kirby), J 

178. carulescens, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; very uncommon"^; singly at 

Belstead and Little Blakenham. 
lld.fulviventris, Panz. — Rarely at Barham, on thistles, in the autumn 
(Kirby). 

180. aurulenta, Panz. — Henley (Kirby), [This is synonymous with the 

female of his Apis tunensis; the msAe = 0,xantIiomelana, Kirb.] 

181. leucomelana, Kirb. — CoddenhamisB, prope Needham Market in 

Suffolcia in floribus Leontodontis, semel lecta (Kirby), 

182. spinulosa, Kirb. — Rare at Witnesham and Little Blakenham 

(Kirby). 

183. bicolor, Schk. — One taken at Barham, and twice at Great Blaken- 

ham (Kirby). 
Ceratina, Latr. 

184. cyanea, Fab. — Once taken in Barham, in the flowers of Senecio 

jacobaa, in the autumn of 1799 (Kirby) ^ 
Eucera, Scop. 

185. longicornis, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; not uncommon in the 

Bentley district. 
Anthophora, Latr. 

186. retusa, Linn. — Exceedingly rare ; the only Suffolk specimen is a 

female I took %t Ipswich in 1893. 

187. pilipes, Fab. — Barham (Kirby) ; common on flowers. 

188. furcata, Panz. — Occurs sparingly in the Bentley Woods. 

Saropoda, Latr. 

190. bimaculata, Panz. — ** Circa aggerem apricum prope Woodbridge 

volitantem feminam bis cepi *' (Kirby), 
PsiTHYRus, Lep. 

191. rupestrisj Fab. — Barham (Kirby) ; common on ragwort. 

192. vestalisyFourc, — Barham (Kirby) ; not uncommon. 

193. barbutellus, Kirb. — The males frequent in thistles at Barham 

(Kirby), 

194. campestris, Panz. — Barham (Kirby) ; probably common, though I 

have never taken it. 
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BoMBus, Latr. 
196. venustus, Sm. — ^Very common. 

196. agrorum, Schmied. — ^Barham (Kirby) ; very common. 

197. latreillellus, Kirb. — ^Barham, on thistles (Kirby) ; Foxhall. 

198. hortoruniy Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; somewhat common. 
Ya,r, harrisellus, Kirb. — Barham (Kirby). 

199. schrimshiranus, Kirb. — Bare in flowers at Barham (Kirby). 

200. pratorum, Linn. — Barham {Kirby) ; very common. Kirby named 

a variety of this insect burrellana, " in honorem Eev. D. 
Burrell, insectorum Collectoris assidui." Probably this was 
the Bev. J. Burrell, F.L.S., who first took Pogonus burrellii, 
Curt, (now lurUipennis, Germ.) in Britain in 1806. 

201. sylvarum, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; somewhat common. 

202. derhamellus, Kirb. — Barham ; rare (Kirby). 

208. soroensis, Fab. — Once taken at Witnesham (Kirby) ; Ipswich 
(Bothney). 

204. lapidarius, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; common. 

205. terrestris, Linn. — Barham (Kirby) ; common. 

var. Ittcorum, Sm. — Barham (Kirby) ; Bentley Woods. 
Apis, Linn« 

206. mellifica, Linn. — Common, but, as Mr. Saunders says, rarely, if 

ever, found wild. 

Note. — I have heard from my friend Mr. Ernest E. Austen 
that Mr. A. Piffard collected some good things in this order at 
Felixstowe during August, 1896, but I had no time, before 
sending in these notes, either to write to Mr. Piffard or examine 
the specimens taken. 



CODE OF LAWS OP THE ENTOMOLOGICAL CLUB. 

At the Meeting of the Entomological Club, held at the 
Holbom Restaurant, on Tuesday, January 18th, 1898, the 
following new Code of Eules was proposed by Mr. S. Stevens 
(the senior Member of the Club), and seconded by Dr. P. B. 
Mason, Mr. G. H. Verrall being in the chair ; the other Members 
present being Messrs. G. T. Porritt, T. W. Hall, and E. South. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas an Entomological Club established in London in the year 
1826 for the purpose of social meetings at the residences of its members 
for the communication of facts, the comparison of notes, the naming 
of specimens, and mutual improvement in the science of Entomology 
has existed and met from time to time ; and whereas the Code of La^s 
adopted in 1886 has continued with very slight alterations until the 
present time ; and whereas that Code of Laws has become antiquated : 
It is Besolved and Agreed, that all former Eules and Eegulations 
shall cease and determine, and the following be adopted as the Laws 
of the Club. 

ENTOM. — FEB, 1898, 8 
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CODE OF LAWS. 

I. — That this Club be entitled the Entomological Club. 

II. — That the Club consist of eight Members. 

III. — That the Club may elect an unlimited number of Honorary 
Corresponding Members, 

IV. — That any vacancy occurring in the Club be filled up by 
election from the Honorary Corresponding Members. 

V. — That a Candidate for Membership be proposed and seconded 
at an ordinary Meeting of the Club, and be balloted for at the next 
Meeting. A single negative to exclude. 

VI. — That the Honorary Corresponding Members have an equal 
right with the Members to attend the ordinary Meetings of the Club ; 
and to introduce Visitors, either personally or by letter, according to 
the Regulations provided from time to time, to inspect the Collection. 

VII. — That no subscription or pecuniary consideration whatever be 
an essential qualification to Membership in this Club, but that all 
voluntary contributions from Members, Honorary Members, or others, 
be received and applied to the purposes of the Club. 

VIII. — That a Secretary and Curator be appointed to hold office 
until resignation, disqualification, or notice of removal from office by 
resolution carried at some ordinary Meeting of the Club. 

IX. — That each Member of the Club shall, if possible, hold a 
Meeting of the Members each year and be chairman thereof. Two to 
form a quorum. 

X. — That the property of the Club be vested in two Trustees 
elected annually, and that none of it be alienated unless a majority 
(consisting of not less than four) of the Members are in favour of 
the same. 

XI. — That no Member shall possess any right or property in the 
Club disposable either during life or by testament. 

XII. — No alteration in these Laws shall be made unless at least 
four Members (being a majority of those present) vote in its favour ; 
due notice of the proposed alteration having been given at least ten 
days before the Meeting. 

Xni. — That every present and future Member of the Club shall be 
bound to abide by these Laws, unless altered as provided by Law XII. 



NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

The Rhopalooera op Bibminoham and District. — The following 
is a list of the Diurni occurring within a radius of twelve miles of the 
city of Birmingham. I published a list of the SphingidaB of the same 
district (Entom. xxx. 289). Nearer the city insects were much more 
abundant than at present, but the rapid strides of the builder have 
unfortunately proved effectual in the destruction of many species; 
however, beyond his reach insects abound in the "Warwickshire 
lanes,'' which happily still retain their natural aspect and beauty. 
The district under consideration comprises no extensive heaths or 
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woodlands, and the country bears a very uniform appearance, together 
with but little variation of the soil, and conseqaently the number of 
species to be met with is not large. The following is a complete list, 
as far as I have been able to ascertain, chiefly by means of my own 
observations. It includes thirty-six species : — 

Pieris brassiccc. By no means plentiful some years, and very 
intermittent in its appearances. I 'do not ever remember seeing 
it really common in the suburbs of Birmingham. — P. rapa. Very 
common. — P. napL Also common, but the first brood is often con- 
siderably rarer than the second. 

Leucophasia sinaph. This insect is unfortunately approaching 
extinction in the midlands ; there is but one locality in the district 
for it, and it is scarce there. 

Ettchloe cardamines. Plentifully distributed in the lanes ; females 
are often unusually large. 

Gonepteryx rhamnu This insect is fairly common in many locali- 
ties, but I very seldom meet with it around here (Moseley). The 
buckthorn is by no means a common and generally distributed plant 
in this part. 

Coliaa edusa. A scarce visitor; one or two examples have been 
noted at various periods in Sutton Park, and lately one has been cap- 
tured near Enowle. 

Satyrus egeria. Not common, and is rather local, and seems to be 
getting scarcer. — 8. megara. Fairly abundant. 

Epinephele ianira. Common throughout the district. — E. titJwnm, 
Common in some localities, such as Sutton Park, but does not seem 
to be very evenly distributed. — E. hyperanthus. Thinly dispersed in 
most parts. 

CcBnonympha pamphilns. Common ; is especially abundant in 
Sutton Park, where it varies to a very considerable degree. The ocelli 
are often very well developed on the upper side of the primaries ; on 
the secondaries, underneath, they are conspicuously absent occa- 
sionally, at other times so well developed as to form an almost un- 
broken band. 

Vanessa urtica. Very common. — V. atalanta. Abundant every- 
where ; in 1895, with the exception of Pieris rapa, it Was the com- 
monest butterfly of the year. — V. io. Fairly plentiful, but irregular 
in its appearances. The last three years I have hardly seen a dozen 
examples. — F. polychloros. Used to be by no means uncommon, but 
is now comparatively seldom seen. — V, antiopa. Sir Francis Scott 
records a couple at Great Barr in the * Entomologist' (1880). Single 
examples have been seen at Moseley and in Sutton Park, but several 
years ago. — F. cardui. Not often visits. Observed a worn example 
last year ; was probably a far-travelled individual. 

Argynnis paphia. Local ; Sutton Park, where it is often rather 
abundant. — A.adippe, Sutton Park; scarce. — A. euphrosyne. Lanes, 
&c., around Knowle, Flockley Heath, Coleshill, also Sutton Park; 
but not very common. — A. selene. Occurs in the above localities, but 
is more restricted to a few favoured haunts. 

Melitaa artemis. Rare and local ; near Umberslade (Worcester). 

Thecla rubi. Plentiful in Sutton Park, especially at the flowers of 
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holly, which grows in greater abundance there than at any oth^r place 
that I am aware of in the county. — T. quercus. Chiefly at Sutton. 

Lycana argiolm. Generally distributed in the holly- bounded lanes 
around Hall Green and Yardley Wood ; plentiful near Ooleshill ; in 
Sutton Park during some years it absolutely swarms. Have never 
seen the second brood here. — L. <Bgon, Heaths in Sutton Park, also 
near Ooleshill ; but is often scarce. — L. acis. Occurred around Shirley 
many years ago, but picture dealers and others have long banished the 
species. — L. icarm. Oommon everywhere in the rural district. 

Polyommattis phlceas. In abundance; "bleached*' examples are 
frequent in Sutton Park, chiefly females. The males often have the 
coppery colour much intensified, and the black edging of the wings 
considerably widened. 

Syrichthus malva. Plentiful. 

Thanaos tages. Local; railway embankment, Sutton Park, and 
elsewhere. 

Hesperia linea, Oommon. 

H. sylvanus. The commonest ** skipper." — Augustus D. Imms ; 
**Linthurst," Oxford Koad, Moseley, near Birmingham. 

Epione parallelaria, Schiff. (=E. vespertaria, St.) in Scotland and 
THE North of England. — With reference to the notes on the capture of 
this moth in Scotland, which have appeared in the last two numbers of 
the * Entomologist,' it may not be without interest to record that I have 
a specimen — a rather worn female — which I took at Newham Bog, in 
North Northumberland, on Aug. 20th, 1890. This is the only instance 
in which I have met with this insect in this district, but, as I have else- 
where pointed out ('History of Berwickshire Naturalists* Olub.* vol. xv. 
p. 299), there is a record for Lear mouth Bog so long ago as July 30 th, 
1863. Learmouth is not more than a mile, as the crow flies, from the 
Scottish border, and about eighteen miles from Newham. I have not 
seen the Ent. Mo. Mag. containing the Hawick records, but further 
particulars of the captures would, I am sure, be of interest to North 
Oountry entomologists. — George Bolam; Berwick-on-T weed, Jan. 10th. 

Heliothis armigera jn South Devon. — I have read with much 
interest your paper on H, armigera, I think there can be no doubt 
that this insect is truly indigenous in S. Devon. It was taken 
regularly for years, between 1860 and 1870, at Torquay, by Mr. Terry, 
a famous local entomologist, at ivy bloom ; and in October, 1869, 1 
saw a specimen that had been taken on the previous night at arbutus 
flowers, by another entomologist, who told me that he took one or two 
every year. This, of course, was before tomatoes were imported in 
any very large quantity, and I do not think that imported tomatoes 
were much sent into S. Devon at that time. Last August, about the 
15th, the Rev. Dobree Fox and myself took one specimen at sugar in 
S. Devon, which fell to his share, and which is now in his cabinet. It 
was taken close to a barley field, in which was an undergrowth of clover. 
I think that following the reaping machine in similar fields might lead 
to the capture of more specimens, but fine weather would be necessary, 
and that we did not often get. — F. 0. Woodforde ; Market Drayton, 
Salop, Jan. 2nd, 1898. 
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Heliothis armigbea. — With reference to your note on H, ai-migera, 
it might be interesting to you to know that I obtained from a fruiterer's 
shop in Poole a larva, which had been received in a consignment 
of tomatoes from Portugal (what part I do not know), which answered 
fairly well to the description of the larva of H. armigera, and emerged 
on Oct. Ist, 1897, as an imago of that species, though so much 
crippled on one side as to be useless as a specimen. — W. Parkinson 
Curtis ; Aysgarth, Longfleet, Poole, Jan. 9th, 1898. 

I was very interested in your remarks on this species, ante^ p. 17. 
I may add that I get larvsB yearly from imported tomatoes. Last 
season they were all from Canary Island fruit, and I only reared two 
moths. — J. Arkle. 

Preoccupied Names. — It may be well to call attention to the 
following names, lately proposed for insects, which are preoccupied. 
It may be left to their authors to find substitutes : — 

Astatm, P^ringuey, Tr. S. African Soc. viii. 237. This name 
properly belongs to a well-known genus of Fossorial Hymenoptera. 

Harpalus fallax, P^ringuey, «. c. 444. Not H.fallax^ Leconte. 

D^eania, Oberthiir, Etudes Ent. xx. p. 40. This name properly 
belongs to a genus of large Tachinid flies. 

Paryphanta, Karsch, Ent. Nachr. xxii. 267. The name rightly 
belongs to a genus of Mollusca. 

Andrena sodalis, Cameron, Mem. Manchester Soc. xli. No. 4, p. 121. 
Not A. sodalisy Smith, a Mexican species. 

Halictus picipes, Cameron, t. c. p. 101. Not H, picipes^ F. Morawitz. 

Halictus amcenm, Bingham, P. Z. S. 1896, p. 461. Not H. amcenusy 
Bpinola. — T. D. A. Cockerell ; Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A., 
Dec. 19th, 1897. 

Prodenia littoralis in England. — On Nov. 26th last I received from 
Mr. C. Bartlett, of Bristol, a moth which he had bred on Aug. 3rd. 
I had no difficulty in identifying the insect as Prodenia littorabsy and 
advised him to that effect, at the same time asking for further informa- 
tion. Unfortunately Mr. Bartlett does not appear to be able to fix the 
exact locality where he obtained the larva, but thinks that he found 
it on dock at Brockley. In 1890 Mr. Boden bred an example of 
this species from a larva found feeding on an imported tomato, and it 
occurs to me that probably the larva which produced the imago now 
referred to may have come into this country among tomatoes or other 
imported produce. According to Hampson (Fauna, Brit. Ind. Moths, 
ii. p. 246) P. littoralis occurs in the Mediterranean subregion and 
throughout the tropical and subtropical zones of the Old World. 
Kirby (* European Butterflies and Moths,' p. 237) states that the imago 
is found in March and April, and the larva from November to 
February feeding on low plants. The species was described by 
Boisduval in 1834 as Hadena littoralis (Faun. Ent. Madag. L^p. p. 91, 
pi. xiii. fig. 8), and it has been redescribed twice by Guen6e, and 
under three different names by Walker ; Neuria retina^ Freyer, is also 
a synonym. — Richard South. 
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CAPTUEES AND FIELD KEPORTS. 

Notes on Suffolk Lepidoptbra. in 1897.— The year 1897 can hardly 
be regarded as a record one from an entomological point of view. Lepido- 
ptera were decidedly scarce in and around Ipswich ; hence but few pages 
were utilised in the diary from which the present notes are extracted. 
The following note may be quoted as a general remark on the earlier 
months of the year :—'* Moths decidedly scarce; weather cold and 
unsettled, with a continuance of winds right up to June, consistent with 
generally accepted theory that if the sun crosses the line on March 21st 
in bad weather, the same will continue till the longest day. In May, 
generally the best month for collecting, had quite an empty diary. Micros 
conspicuous by their absence.*' Hyhernia rupicapraria and Anisopteryx 
ascularla ought to be excepted from the foregoing remarks. The former 
was very common at light in February from the 5th. In the concluding 
summer and autumn months gloriously fine, dry weather was experienced, 
the driest in fact since a quarter of a century back, but the scarcity of moths 
was truly remarkable. 

Nothing of exceptional interest was taken amongst the Macros except 
specimens of Acidalia trigeminata^ Lobophora sexalisata, and Hecatera 
Serena, on tree-trunks; and Chcsrocampa elpenor, on the wing at dusk. 
Visiting Bentley Wood towards the end of May, solitary specimens 
of Nemeohius lucina, Oonepteryx rhamni, and Thanaos tages were netted. 
The latter, like Vanessa io and F. urtica, were very dilapidated. ArUho- 
caris cardamines and Lycana argiolus were common, the latter on holly 
blossom. Argynnis euphrosyne abounded, in lovely condition, and several. 
Pieris brassica, which were rare in 1 896, were noticed on the wing. 

Amongst the list of the Micros are several which have only been 
recorded once before in the county. The following were taken in 
June : — Elachista rufoclnerea, E, cygnipennella (common), Xanthosetia 
hamana (at Offton), Aryyresthia retinella (on palings in Belstead), A, niti- 
c^2^ (common), Antithesia pruniana (less common than usual), Spilotiota 
roborana, and 8. roscRcolana, Conchylis stramitiea^ Tortrix viridana. Sen- 
cons lacuana, Oelechia terreUa (flyin$4 commonly amongst buttercups at 
Bexi\\ej\ Exidorea pyralella, E, ambigualis, and E. mercurella, Oelechia 
proximella (common on oak-trunks), Roxana arcuella, Croesia bergmanni- 
ana, &c. The July captures include Tinea biselliella (in swarms in my 
house), T. ferruginella, Oelechia affinis, Spilonota ocellana, 8. sufficiana 
(trimacuLana), (Ecophora pseudo-spretella, and G£. fuscescens, Evdorea 
cembra, Phibalocera quercana, Phoxoptei-yx uncana (in cop. on honey- 
suckle). The following were detected under wall ledges: — Oelechia fugiti- 
vella, (Ecophora lambdella (two fine specimens of this species — rare in 
Suffolk), Pmdisca bilunana, Hyponomeuta padelltcs, BupaUs argyrestella, 
Batodes angustiorana. The records of the Suffolk list were augmented on 
Aug. 7th by two species, one (Dasycera olivereUa) taken at Stratford 
St. Mary, and the other (Peronea comparana) at Nayland. Both places 
are distantly situated from Ipswich. At the former town I boxed Harpi- 
pteryx xylostella, Oelechia maculea (several seen on birch-trunks), Bactra 
lanceolana, Ebulea crocealis, and LHcrorampha politana. During the same 
month I discovered that the stone parapets of railway bridges were very 
productive of insects just before sundown. By this means I added 
(Ecophora tinctella (Ipswich), Tinea cloaceUa, Olyphipteryx syringeUa, 
LithocolUtis corylifolieUa, L. sylvella, Lyonetia clerckella, and other more 
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common species. The records for the year were concluded in September 
by the capture of Depressaria subpropinqueUa and Argyresthia hrockella. — 
Claude A, Ptktt ; Ipswich, December, 1897. 

Agkotis obscdra akd Aoronyota strigosa in Gloucestershire. — 
One specimen of each of the above was taken by me at sugar last June. I 
believe the latter has not been previously reported from this part of Glouces- 
tershire. 0. octogesima, one at light and at sugar, and A. cinerea, eight at 
light, were also taken. — J. D. Birohall ; Bowden Hall, near Gloucester, 
Jan. 6th, 1898. 

Early Appearance of Phioalia pedaria (pilosaria). — I took a fine 
male P, pedaria off a gas lamp outside Chester on Dec. 18th. The-earliest 
appearance of the moth I can find is Nov. 27th, 1881 (Entom. xx. 110). — 
J. Arklb; Chester. 



SOCIETIES. 

Entomological Society of London. — Annual Meeting, January 19t/i, 
1898.— Mr. Roland Trimen, F.R.S., F.L.S., President, in the chair. 
The bakmce-sheet for the past year, shbwing a balance in favour 
of the Society, and an improvement in the financial position, was read 
by Mr. A. H. Jones, one of the Auditors. The Secretary then read 
the Report of the Council, from which it was seen that during 1897 
the Society had lost 7 Fellows by death and 5 by resignation, and had 
elected 24, the total number now upon the list being 898. The 
Transactions for the Year contained 19 memoirs, illustrated by 11 
plates, and extending' to 484 pages. As a mark of respect to the late 
Mr. J. W. Dunning, the Council had decided to present his portrait as 
a frontispiece to the volume of Transactions for 1897. It was 
announced that the following Fellows had been elected as Officers and 
Council for 1898 :— President, Mr. R. Trimen, F.R.S. ; Treasurer, 
Mr. R. McLachlan, F.R.S. ; Secretaries, Mr. W. F. H. Blandford and 
Mr. Frederic Merrifield; Librarian, Mr. G. C. Champion; and as 
other Members of Council, Mr. W. Bateson, F.R.S., Dr. T. A. 
Chapman, Sir G. F. Hampson, Bart., Mr. M. Jacoby, Mr. A. H. Jones, 
Dr. P. B. Mason, Mr. 0. Salvin, F.R.S., Mr. J. W. Tutt, Mr. G. H. 
Verrall, and Mr. C. 0. Waterhouse. The President nominated as 
Vice-Presidents, Sir George Hampson, Mr. McLachlan, and Mr. 
Verrall, and his Address was then read on his behalf by the Secretary. 
After briefly reviewing the position of the Society, and referring to the 
losses of the past year through deaths within and without the Society, 
particularly those of Dr. Fritz Miiller, Mr. J. W. Dunning, Captain 
E. Y. Watson, Dr. G. H. Horn, the Rev. A. Matthews, and Herr 
Rogenhofer, the President proceeded to review the subject of Mimicry. 
The historical development of the theory by the work of Bates, Wallace, 
and the President himself, together with the later amplifications of the 
Batesian theory by Miiller, Meldola, Poulton, Haase, and Dixey, was 
traced. An account was next given of the forms of mimicry ex- 
isting outside the Lepidoptera, and in the order itself a general 
summary was made of the relationships, as model or mimic, existing 
among Rhopalocera, Heterocera, and between these two suborders 
respectively, the group of phenomena exhibited by Papilio meiope, P. 
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cmea, P. ineriones, P. antinorii, and their allies being discussed in detail. 
He next dealt with the evidence on points such as the persecution by 
insectivorous foes, and vrith respect to attacks by birds, admitted the 
poverty of existing evidence, but concluded that this was largely due 
to the neglect of well-directed and sustained observation, and that 
what had been published went far in the direction of proving that birds 
must still be reckoned among the principal enemies of butterflies. He 
congratulated the Society on the fact that the chief part in inves- 
tigating and generalizing on this subject had been borne by its Fellows, 
and concluded with an earnest appeal for the establishment of bio- 
logical stations, similar to marine stations, for the study of the terres- 
trial fauna of the tropics under favourable conditions. On the motion 
of Lord Walsingham, seconded by Mr. F. D. Godman, a vote of thanks 
to the President, for his able summary of the subject and his services 
during the year, was carried by acclamation ; and the proceedings 
terminated with a vote of thanks to the other officers, moved by Pro- 
fessor Poulton, seconded by Col. Yerbury, and acknowledged by Mr. 
McLachlan and Mr. Blandford. — W. F. H. Blandfobd, Hon. Sec. 



EECENT LITEEATUEE. 



Proceedimgs of the South London Entomological and Natural History 
Society. Part I., pp. 68. Published at the Society's Eooms, 
Hibernia Chambers, S.E. 1897. 

In order to ensure earlier publication of papers read at the 
meetings, the 'Proceedings' of this Society are now issued in 
two parts. The instalment before us comprises nine papers, all of 
which, with the exception of two on Crustacea by Mr. Step, treat of 
Lepidoptera, and of these the most important are — ** Some Considera- 
tions of Natural Genera, and Incidental Eeferences to the Nature of 
Species," by Mr. J. W. Tutt ; and *» The British Day Butterflies, and 
the Changes in the Wings of Butterflies,'* by Prof. A. Eadcliffe Grote. 
All students of systematic entomological work should make a point of 
reading both these papers, as they deal with some very interesting 
matters connected with a proper understanding of the subject, and a 
due appreciation of the value attaching to structural characters in the 
formation of genera and the higher divisions. 

Phylogeny no doubt is the basis upon which classification should 
be founded ; but from the arguments brought forward in the two papers 
referred to above, it would appear that those who are engaged in this 
branch of the science a.re not altogether in accord. It seems that not 
only the structural details of the perfect insect, but those also of the 
earlier stages of species, will have to be further enquired into and studied 
before a system with any claims to stability is likely to be established. 

For all practical purposes the arrangement of British butterflies 
now in vogue is not inadequate, and will probably continue in use for 
many years to come. The present sequence of species, genera, and 
families is perhaps hardly less natural than the order in which they 
are placed in the newer arrangements. 
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INTERESTING EARWIGS. 

By W. J. Lucas, B.A. 

(Plate I.) 

Forficula lesnei, Finot. 

Last year Mr. Burr announced that an earwig he had taken 
on the Warren at Folkestone in September, 1896, and recorded 
as Forficula pubescens, was not that species. For, after examining 
a figure of it, M. de Bormans had suggested that it should rather 
be referred to F. lesnei of Finot. A further examination of the 
insect by Mr. Burr and a comparison of it with Finot's figures 
and description left no doubt that the Folkestone insect was a 
true F. lemei. A specimen has since been taken at Wallingford 
in Berkshire ; while there is a very old specimen, labelled ** King- 
stone," in the Hope Collection in Oxford. Lately Mr. W, West 
gave me a specimen, making the fourth to be recorded, which 
he took in October last while sweeping on the chalk near 
Eeigate in Surrey, at a spot where Ononis was growing pro- 
fusely. This insect, a male, in good^^ondition, is here figured 
three times natural size (Plate I. fig. 1). 

F. lesnei has been taken amongst rough grass in September 
in various places in the north-west of France, while F. pubescens 
is essentially a south European insect ; consequently it is pos- 
sible that the specimens of the latter recorded as taken in the 
Scilly Isles, and at Charmouth, Weymouth, Bonchurch, and 
Glanvilles Wootton by Messrs. J. C. and C. W. Dale, and at 
Salisbury by Curtis, may turn out to be F. lesnei also, though, 
of course, both insects may be present in the South of England. 
This earwig is no doubt native, and is perhaps not so rare as the 
small number of recorded captures would make it appear ; for 
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it must be remembered that it cannot fly, and therefore to con- 
tinue the species the male must find the female by help of its 
legs alone — a state of things which hardly points to the insect 
being extremely rare. Consequently coleopterists, and others 
who use a sweeping-net, would do well to examine more closely 
any earwigs that may be captured. 

F. lesnei sufl&ciently resembles F. auricularia to shew it to be 
a Forficula, while the pale colour, absence of wings, and shape 
of forceps would readily distinguish it from the common species. 
Four other wingless earwigs have been recorded for Britain, but 
of these two — Anisolabis maritima and A. annulipes — have not 
even wing-cases, while the other two — Apterygida albipennis and 
A. arachidis — are much smaller insects. Moreover, not one of 
the four, possibly excepting albipennis, is, I think, likely to be 
found in a wild state in this country. The male F. lesnei differs 
from F. pubescens in the shape of the forceps. In the former 
the free, curved, forked parts are equal in length to the flattened 
contiguous parts ; while in the latter species the curved parts 
are much less than half the total length of the forceps. In 
F. lesnei, also, the curved ends of the forceps do not nearly meet, 
as they do in F. pubescens. 

Chelisoches morio, Fabr. 

Chelisoches morio is a casual visitor in this country, and 
cannot with any justice be called a British insect. The two 
specimens figured, three times natural size (Plate I. figs. 2 and 3), 
were taken in Kew Gardens, whither they came in sugar-cane 
from Mauritius in August, 1894. Being somewhat cosmopolitan, 
however, the species may perhaps be met with here again. It is 
widely distributed in the islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
and some of the neighbouring countries. 

C, morio is a large, bulky, shining-black earwig, with fully 
developed wing-cases and wings. The antennae are of about 
seventeen joints, and black in colour, except two joints near the 
tip. The legs are black, with the exception of the tarsi, which 
are pale yellowish brown, and of which the second joint is 
extended as a lobe below the third. The male forceps are 
stout, especially at the base ; those of the female are long and 
pointed. 

February 16th, 1898. 
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ON A GYNANDROMORPHOUS SPECIMEN OP 
ADOP^A TRAUMAS, Hufn. 

By James Edwards, F.E.S. 



ADOPiEA THAUMAS, Hufn., Jf (X 2*64). 

By the kindness of my friend Mr. H. J. Thouless I have been 
able to photograph, and through the courtesy of the Editor to 
publish, the accompanying figure of a gynandromorphous speci- 
men of Adopcea thaumas, Hufn. It was captured by Mr. Thouless 
at Drayton, Norfolk, on August 3rd, 1896. 

The genitalia are male, and of the full size; the only 
abnormal features (so far as can be ascertained without dis- 
section) being much flattening and distortion of the apical lobe 
of the tegumen, and the presence on the left side of a large sup- 
plementary chitinous lobe which appears to spring from nearly 
the same point as the clasp. 

Gynandromorphism amongst the Hesperiidse appears to be 
rare ; I have not met with any recorded instances, nor have I 
observed any amongst tl^e large number of HesperiidsB which I 
have had occasion to examine during the last few years. My 
acquaintance with the literature of the subject is, however, much 
less than I could wish. 

That the absence of the sex-mark on the left fore wing of the 
specimen figured is not merely fortuitous may, I think, be safely 
conceded when the abnormality in the genitalia is taken into 
consideration. , In this connection it may be well to note that 
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Mr. Leech (Butt. China, &c., p. 592, pi. xl., figs. 1 and 4, male ; 
2, female) has described and figured an Adopcea from Chang- 
Yang, Central China, not having a sex-mark on the fore wing of 
the male, as a variety (astigmata, Leech) of A. leonina^ Butler; 
but the better opinion would seem to be that originally enter- 
tained by Mr. Leech, namely, that astigmata, Leech, is a distinct 
species ; since there appears to be no other recorded instance in 
the HesperiidsB in which the alar sex-mark of the male is some- 
times present and sometimes absent in the same species, and it 
appears that the sex-mark was wanting in all the males of the 
form under consideration received from that locality. The fact 
that the male genitalia in astigmata, Leech, are identical in 
shape and structure with those of A. leonina, Butler, merely 
proves that these organs are of the form common to A. sylvatica, 
Bremer, A, tenebrosa, Leech, and A. leonina, Butler. 
Colesbome, Cheltenham. 



DESCRIPTIONS OF SOME NEW SPECIES OF DORYPHORA. 
By Mabtin Jaooby, F.E.S. 

Doryphora venezuelensis, n. sp. 

Ovate, very convex, dark fulvous; head and thorax nearly im- 
punctate ; elytra very finely punctate-striate, flavous, the sutural and 
lateral margins, a deeply dentate transverse band at the base, another 
below the middle, and a triangular spot near the apex, piceous. 
Length, 10 mill. 

Head impunctate and without any impressions, fulvous ; antennsd 
fuscous, the lower six joints fulvous, terminal joints widened, but 
longer than broad ; thorax three times broader than long, the sides 
strongly rounded in front, rather constricted near the base, the 
anterior angles not produced into a tooth, the surface impunctate with 
the exception of a few strong punctures at the sides ; a single deeper 
puncture is also placed at some distance each side of the lateral mar- 
gin ; the elytra are very finely punctured in irregular rows, distantly 
placed, the darker markings are of a piceous colour, with a distinct 
metallic-green gloss, and consist of a transverse band below the base, 
which includes a flavous spot near the scutellum, having its lower edge 
deeply irregularly dentate, a narrower band below the middle in shape 
of four elongate connected spots, a triangular spot near the apex ; the 
suture and the lateral margins are of the same colour, the under side 
and legs dark fulvous, the mesosternal process short, stout, and straight. 

Hab, Venezuela. 

This Doryphora, of which a single specimen is contained in 
my collection, is evidently allied to D. landolti, Steinh. (Mittheil. 
Ent. Ver. Miinchen, 1877), but the author described the thorax 
as having a tooth or point at the anterior angles, which is not 
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the case here ; the elytra in D. landolti are also described as 
geminate and punctate-striate, and their design is different. 
D. halyi, Stal, is another closely allied species, but has a mucro- 
nate and punctured thorax, and the elytra are given with flavous 
margins and bands. 

Doryphora scripta, n. sp. 

Flavous ; head and thorax closely punctured, stained with obscure 
piceous spots ; elytra distinctly punctate-striate, the sutural and lateral 
margins, a large subtriangular elongate patch, and a triangular smaller 
spot near the apex dark fulvous. Length, 10 mill. 

Of regular ovately rounded shape ; the head closely and finely 
punctured, obscure fulvous, a narrow space surrounding the eyes 
paler ; labrum broad, flavous, as well as the palpi ; antennae with the 
lower five joints flavous, the following two fuscous, the others wanting ; 
thorax three times broader than long, the lateral margins slightly 
rounded and obliquely narrowed towards the apex, the anterior angles 
acute, but not mucronate, the surface rather crowded with differently- 
sized small punctures, those at the sides larger ; the ground colour 
flavous, the disc stained with three very obscure piceous spots placed 
triangularly, the sides with a similar coloured oblique stripe, and 
another small spot above ; scutellum flavous ; elytra rather strongly 
punctate-striate, the punctures closely and not very regularly placed, 
the interstices finely aciculate here and there ; the ground colour and 
the epipleuraB flavous, the disc with a longitudinal brown sutural 
stripe, which extends anteriorly as far as the third row of punctures, 
but posteriorly only to the second row ; this stripe is joined at the 
apex to a similar but narrower band, which accompanies the lateral 
margins ; a large brown subtriangular patch extends from the base to 
below the middle, and a smaller triangular spot occupies the posterior 
portion ; the elytra may also be described as dark brown, interrupted 
by a subsutural and sublateral narrow flavous stripe, which is joined 
by another transverse curved narrow band below the middle dividing 
the two brown patches ; under side and legs flavous, impunctate ; 
mesosternal process stout and slightly curved. 

Hab. ?. 

Somewhat allied to D. whitei, Baly, but of different coloration 
and sculpturing. The single specimen in my collection was 
obtained by Mr. Whiteley, probably in Colombia. 

Doryphora specularis, n. sp. 

Pale fulvous or flavous ; thorax finely rugose-punctate, with two 
small spots ; elytra closely and strongly punctured, flavous, the lateral 
margins metallic-green, the suture anteriorly, including a small flavous 
spot and a broad discoidal longitudinal band pointed posteriorly, 
piceous. Length, 10 mm. 

Of rather depressed, posteriorly deflexed shape ; the head finely 
and rather closely punctured, flavous, the labrum testaceous ; antennsB 
black, the basal two joints flavous below, terminal joints longer than 
broad; thorax rather more than twice as broad as long, the sides 
nearly straight, the anterior angles mucronate, the surface irregularly 



Digitized by 



Google 



54 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

strongly rugose-punctate, the sides more strongly and confluently 
punctured, the middle sometimes with a raised line, each side of which 
a small spot (sometimes absent) is placed ; scutellum triangular, 
flavous ; elytra strongly deflexed at the posterior half, strongly, irregu- 
larly, and closely punctured at the sides, the punctures arranged in 
rows near the suture; the lateral margins narrowly metallic-green, 
this colour preceded by a narrow flavous stripe ; a similar stripe 
accompanies the suture at the posterior two-thirds of its length, and 
joins the lateral one at its apex, and a small flavous spot is placed at 
tUe base each side of the scutellum ; the rest of the surface is piceous, 
with a slight metallic gloss ; the epipleurse, the under side, and legs 
are flavous and impunctate ; the mesosternal process is slightly curved. 

Hab. ?. 

Of this species I possess two specimens, unfortunately with- 
out locality. In the system of coloration they agree somewhat 
with D. columbina, Stal, but the sculpturing of the thorax and 
other details are quite different. In one of the specimens the 
small flavous basal spot is almost connected with t^e sutural 
stripe ; in the other it is well separated by the darker portion of 
the elytra. 

Doryphora castanea, n. sp. 

Below black, above fulvous ; thorax finely and not closely punc- 
tured ; elytra as finely punctured, the punctures irregularly arranged, 
with finely aciculate interstices. Length, 14 mill. 

Head somewhat closely punctured, the clypeus separated from the 
face by a semicircular groove, closely punctured, apex of the mandibles 
and the palpi black ; antennae not extending much beyond the base of 
the elytra, black, the lower three joints fulvous below, terminal joints 
dilated, slightly longer than broad ; thorax three times broader than 
long, the sides strongly rounded and widened at the middle, the 
anterior angles produced ; the disc convex, much depressed laterally, 
finely and subremotely punctured ; scutellum narrowly margined with 
piceous ; elytra irregularly and finely punctured, the punctures here 
and there arranged in rows, the interstices finely aciculate ; under 
side, with the exception of the flanks of the thorax, black, shining, 
sparingly punctured ; legs rather slender ; mesosternal process stout, 
short, and straight. 

Hab. Ecuador, Eio Dogua. 

Of this species I possess three specimens. The uniform 
fulvous colour of the upper side, in connection with the black 
antennae, under side and legs, and the fine punctuation, will 
assist in the recognition of the insect. 

Doryphora facialis^ n. sp. 
Piceous ; the antennae and legs fulvous ; head and thorax greenish 
black, opaque, the margins fulvous ; elytra finely geminate punctate- 
striate, fiavous ; the suture, a spot on the shoulder, a short transverse 
stripe at the base, a triangular spot at the suture below the scutellum, 
and a spot below the middle at the lateral margin, dark green. 
Length, 10-12 mill. 
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Head greenish black, opaque, very sparingly and finely punctured ; 
antennsB short, fulvous, the terminal joints broadly flattened ; thorax 
nearly three times broader than long, the sides straight at the base, 
rounded before the middle, the anterior angles broadly produced, the 
surface opaque, silky, greenish, the disc with a few fine punctures, the 
sides with some stronger ones ; the anterior margin, the angles, and 
(sometimes) the sides more or less stained with fulvous; scutellum 
black, smooth ; elytra with their greatest convexity near the base, 
finely punctured in irregular double rows, flavous, the shoulders and 
the lateral margins below the middle with a dark green spot, a narrow 
short transverse stripe directly below the base, a triangular sutural 
spot below the scutellum, and the suture narrowly dark green ; the 
shoulder spot extends also to the elytral epipleursB, which are flavous 
at their other portion, except at their inner margin ; the under side 
piceous, strongly punctured; legs fulvous; the mesostemal process 
short, flat, and straight. 

Hab. Brazils ?. 

Of this species, which would perhaps best be placed near 
D. axillaris, Germ., two specimens are before me; one in the 
collection of the Oxford Museum, the other in that of my own. 
They were probably obtained in some parts of the Brazils. I 
know of no other species with which it could be confounded, but 
the system of coloration and general size and shape of the insect 
greatly resemble that of a species of Deuterocampta. 

Doryphora brunneostriata, n. sp. 

Greenish aBueous ; the lower joints of the antennsB, the palpi, and 
the tarsi fulvous ; head and thorax flavous, with brownish stripes and 
spots ; elytra subremotely and semi-regularly punctured, flavous, with 
nine more or less interrupted brown longitudinal stripes. Length, 
12 mill. 

Head sparingly and finely punctured, flavous, with two brownish 
stripes in shape of a triangle ; the labrum, palpi, and the lower four 
joints of the antennae fulvous, the other joints of the latter black, 
flattened, but rather elongate ; thorax three times broader than long, 
the lateral margins rather rounded and slightly widened in front, the 
anterior portion strongly produced in front of the eyes, the surface 
remotely and irregularly punctured ; the ground colour flavous, the 
punctures piceous, the middle of the disc marked with two oblique 
brown stripes, which, starting from the anterior margin, nearly unite 
at their ends, and are joined to another irregular shaped transverse 
band placed at the base ; scutellum piceous ; elytra with the most 
convex portion near the base, from thence to the apex strongly de- 
flexed, irregularly and semi-remotely impressed with piceous punc- 
tures, here and there arranged in rows, flavous, the interstices marked 
with nine longer or shorter narrow brownish stripes, leaving the 
lateral margin rather broadly of the ground colour, their epipleuraB of 
the latter colour ; the under side and the femora greenish piceous ; the 
margins of the abdominal segments and the rest of the legs fulvous ; 
naesosternal process long, stout, and straight. 

Hab. Bolivia. 
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This species, of which I possess a single specimen, seems 
closely allied to D. geminepunctata, Stal, but the thorax in the 
latter insect is much more strongly punctured, and without the 
brown stripes ; the elytra are regularly geminate-punctate, and 
their narrow stripes are interrupted anteriorly and posteriorly by 
a flavous transverse band. For all that, it is possible that the 
present species is an extreme aberration of Stal's insect, taking 
into account the great variability of all these insects. 

Doryphora cenea, n. sp. 

Metallic greenish black below, above obscure aeneous ; thorax very 
finely and rather closely punctured; elytra obsoletely and finely 
punctate-striate, the interstices irregularly and sparingly punctured. 
Length, 10 mill. 

Head finely and somewhat closely punctured, semi-opaque, seneous, 
the labrum fulvous anteriorly ; antenneB extending to the base of the 
elytra, greenish black, the lower two joints fulvous below; thorax 
scarcely three times broader than long, the sides nearly straight, the 
anterior angles not much produced ; the disc opaque, brownish aeneous, 
punctured like the head, the extreme basal margin with some rows of 
stronger punctures ; scutellum smooth ; elytra wider at the base than 
the thorax, widened towards the middle, finely punctured in ill-defined 
rows, the interstices sparingly and very finely punctured and aciculate ; 
the under side and legs more shining and impunctate ; the mesostemal 
process short, but strongly pointed and straight. 

Hab. Peru. 

A rather small-sized species, allied to D. prasina, Erichs., 
but of rather opaque aeneous upper surface and different sculp- 
ture. 



NOTES ON THE SEASON OF 1897. 
By Eussell E. James. 

Although rather late in the day, the following notes on the 
past year may perhaps interest some of your readers. 1897, as 
I found it, has been a most irregular year ,' and although I have 
not had as much time as usual for collecting, the results of the 
few expeditions I have made have been curiously inconsistent. 

One thing has struck me throughout the year, and that is the 
great dearth of geometers. What beating I have done for them 
has invariably met with but little success, the comparative 
scarcity of common species being even more marked than the 
absence of good ones. With the exception of great Jubilee 
festivity, when to display their patriotism Noctuae swarmed to 
the feast for full three weeks or more, treacle has also been a 
total failure ; but while the revelry lasted such numbers turned 
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up as I have never before seen equalled, excepting perhaps in the 
autumns of 1892 and 1893. 

I had no opportunity of working the sallows this year, but 
my cousin, Mr. W. J. Ogden, who was at Bournemouth at the 
end of March, met with little success. In an afternoon's trip 
from there to Brockenhurst he obtained larvBB of Thera variata, 
T.Jirmata, and Ellopia fasciaria, and an odd imago of Xylocampa 
lithorhiza from the pines, but neither Trachea piniperda nor 
larvaB of Boarmia abietaria. A number of Xanthia larvae from a 
large sallow all proved to be silago, while from the same bush in 
1896 all the Xanthias taken were cerago. These latter had turned 
out a very nice lot, including both var. flavescens and some fine 
orange forms. Therefore, anticipating another variable series 
from the 1897 larvae, I was disappointed at their all producing a 
strictly typical lot of silago. Both years a few X. ferruginea were 
mixed with the others. 

At Waldringfield, in Suffolk (April 16th-26th), the same pine- 
feeding larvae were again beaten, but far more backward than 
those from the New Forest; and from ash a fine lot of 
Cirrhoedia xerampelina were obtained, some forty odd of various 
sizes. These were beaten after dark from the apparently bare 
twigs both of full-grown trees and hedgerow saplings, and fed up 
fairly well on the large buds until the latter broke into leaf; 
some died, but enough were left for a good series in September. 
Little else was taken here but a few Lyccena argiolus, and one 
Trochilium apiformis larva which was killed in getting out. 

During May I did no collecting whatever, and very few things 
came to light around home. 

I first tried treacling on June 4th at Chingford, and the result 
was only one single moth, but that a very fine Cymatophora 
ocularis, evidently just out, with the rose-blush fresh on the 
wings; a very few Cidaria russata and Acidalia remutata at 
dusk were all I saw besides, and things seemed very backward 
altogether. Two days later eleven Xylophasia scolopacina larvae 
were found by searching the grass with a lantern at Highgate, 
where the species still lingers in the old Church Bottom Woods, 
although very locally even in that limited area. An odd speci- 
men also of the moth turned up there at treacle in July. 

Late in the afternoon of June 14th I ran down to Darenth, 
returning home by the 9.25 train from Greenhithe. Everything 
was still behiiidhand, and beating was most disappointing. I 
thrashed along all the hedges from Dartford to the wood, and 
hardly a moth of any sort did I disturb, the only one worth 
taking being a fresh Phihalapteryx vitalbata. In the wood itself 
things were almost as bad, and after two hours* hard work I had 
only boxed odd specimens of Ephyra porata, Tephrosia extersaria, 
T. punctulata, Platypteryx falcula, Bapta temerata, and Lomaspilis 
marginata. However, after dark lots of moths were flying along 
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the clematis-coyered hedgerows, and over the campions in the 
fields. I had only a very short time before thfe train went, but 
among other things I took a fine lot of Mamestra anceps, some 
Phibalapteryx tersata, and Neuria saponarue^ the latter at blos- 
soms of Silene inflata ; such lots of things were on the wing that 
I regretted 9.25 being the last train home. Just as it was 
arriving I took a male Arctia viUica flying round the lamp in the 
passage under the line, and on the same day I had another 
brought me from Southend, taken at a Sunday school treat. 

Then came the Jubilee, which I took advantage of to get a 
couple of days at Hailsham, travelling down on Saturday after- 
noon, and returning on Monday evening to be ready for the pro- 
cession on Tuesday, for which I had a seat. Hard beating 
through the woods during the daytime was very poorly repaid, 
but at long intervals Halias prasinana, Eurymene dolabraria (two 
only), Asthena luteata^ Acidalia subsericeata (several), Panagra 
charophyUata (common but local), and Platypteryx falcula turned 
up, but little else, and very few common things ; while many 
regular Abbott's Wood species, such as MeliUea athcdia, Melanippe 
haatata, Gnophria rubricollis, and others were totally absent. 
Very little was flying at dusk, and odd specimens of HepialtLS 
hecttLSf Halias prasinana^ CaUigenia miniata^ Angerona prunaria, 
Cleora lichejiaria, Acidalia subsericeata, and Timandra amataria 
were the best of a poor lot. Treacling was the feature of the 
visit, when common things swarmed to the tune of thirty, forty, 
fifty, or even more on every tree, with a fair sprinkling of better 
species. The best of the lot was Diphthera orion, but there was 
considerable variety, of which the following form the principal : 
— Leucania comma (very abundant and fine), Xylophasia hepatica 
(very common, often four or five on a tree at once), X, rurea, X. 
anceps, X, liihoxylea, Apamea gemina (six), Miana strigilis, M. 
fasciuncida (both in profusion), Grammesia trilinea and var. bilinea 
(two of the latter), Kusina tenebrosa, Agrotis exclamationis (in 
vast numbers and some nice forms), a single Noctua plecta, N. 
f estiva (abundant and in great variety), N. c-nigrum, Hecatera 
Serena, Aplecta herUda (fairly common, but some rather worn), 
A. nebvlosa (abundant), a few each Erastria fiiscula, Hadena 
adusta, H. genistce, and H. thalassina (worn), and a fine variable 
series of H. dentina, from pale whitish grey to dark smoky black. 
I did no larva-beating, but in the hedges Bombyx neustria, Diloba 
cceruleocephala, and Liparis auriflua were very conspicuous, an 
odd full-grown larva of Eriogaster lanestris also turning up, but 
not any of the nests of the latter species. 

I took very few species worth noting at Crouch End during 
the summer. Apamea ophiogramma occurred sparingly during 
July, and on the 10th of the same month I took Acidalia imitaria 
on a gas-lamp, surely a curious species for a North London 

^^' This species used to be fairly common at Mill Hill. — Ed. 
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suburb. But it is strange how odd species turn up now and 
again ; last year close to the same spot I took a fine Anaitis 
plagiata, also on a lamp. Sesia tipulifomiis occurred on June 30th. 
Having no currant bushes now in our garden, I have not seen 
this species here for some eight or nine years, but formerly, when 
we had a garden with a lot of currant bushes, it was very com- 
mon in company with S. myopiformis. Probably in old gardens 
both species still occur freely in North London. 

While the treacling was still on, I had a most successful 
evening at Benfleet (July Ist), when, on my way to Southend, 
where I was staying the night, I met Mr. Whittle of that town. 
He had been in the reed-beds, but I had been treacling palings 
on the other side of the station. The palings were as full as the 
trees at Hailsham had been, and there was quite as large a 
variety, although very different species. The best insects boxed 
were some nice forms of Agrotis exclamationis. A, corticea (one 
male and three females), A. suffma, Leucania lithargyria, L. 
cormnay L. straminea (one only), Mamestra anceps, M. alUcolon 
(one). Mania maura^ Hadena suasa (a very fine and variable lot), 
Aplecta advena (one very good and one worn female, from which 
ova were obtained), and a fine fresh Choerocampa elpenor. This 
is the first time I have heard of elpenor really settling down on 
treacle, although frequently netted flying round. A. corticea 
Mr. Whittle said he had never yet taken in the district, but I 
see he records a specimen taken on July 3rd, two nights after I 
met him. I again visited Benfleet on the 13th, but treacle was 
then going off. Very few moths turned up, and those were of 
the very commonest. On the slopes round Hadleigh Castle, in 
the afternoon, Melanargia galatea was common and just out, but 
had to be walked up owing to the absence of sun. Both Hesperia 
linea and H. lineola were in boundless profusion at the same 
place, the former far the commoner of the two ; but, on the other 
hajid, the few specimens taken at rest along the sea-wall in the 
evening were lineola without exception. At dusk several nice 
Acidalia emarginata were netted, and close to the station a fine 
Lithosia complana found at rest on the grass. 

Treacle at Winchmore Hill on July 8th was a dead failure, 
and again at Darenth Wood on the 27th, when not a single 
Macro came to the trees. Curiously enough, however, I cleaned 
my brush on a head of ragwort, and, chancing to look at this 
later, boxed my only two NoctusB of the evening, viz. Xylophasia 
scolopacina and Noctua baja. Visions arose of a large bag had I 
only treacled ragwort-heads, but as the untreacled heads produced 
nothing, I went home with empty boxes, and had only the 
melancholy consolation of thinking what might have been. 
Another time when treacle is off, however, I shall certainly try 
sprinkling flower-heads. Scarcely anything flew at dusk, and 
beating slong some three miles of hedge was as usual this year 
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most unprofitable work. Gonepteryx rhamni rather startled me 
by dashing out of a clump of clematis about 6 p.m., and at 
almost the next beat out came Lyccena argiolus. This is the 
second time I have come across the summer brood of this species 
around Darenth, the first time being July 27th, 1887, when they 
were very common near Greenhithe. Little else was disturbed, 
but a few Melanippe subtristatay four Ligdia adustata, and one 
lodis vernaria. 

The af^iernoon of July 31st I had planned out for Cuxton, but 
unfortunately the South-E astern Bail way Company had made 
other arrangements, and I arrived just in time to get tea and 
return, after spending one hour and three quarters on Gravesend 
platform by the way ; so I only beat a few hedges around by the 
station, boxing one Larentia olivata. It was rather foolish being 
caught a second time on Bank Holiday Saturday, as I was landed 
in a similar way at Bedhill the previous year, and by the same 
railway company. 

Part of August I spent on the Yorkshire coast, but did no 
collecting, except on one day (the 16th), when I took a long walk 
over the moors behind Whitby. In the wooded hollows Cidaria 
immanata, Hypsipetes elutata, and Larentia didymata were very 
abundant, and Polia chi was dotted about conspicuously on the 
stone walls. From the heather I picked odd larvae of Bombyx 
quercus var, callunce and Arctiafuliginosa, whilst on some stunted 
sallows almost at the top of the moors to my surprise I came 
across three full-fed larvae of Dicranura vinula, and a large brood 
of Phalera bucephala, the latter about an inch long. Is not this a 
strange situation for these species ? Also up on the moor a 
single Argynnis aglaia and several Plusia gamma and Charceas 
graminis were seen on the wing. 

At Grouch End again in September Hydroecia micacea turned 
up at light on the 1st, and Luperina testacea was abundant 
throughout the month. Three Hepialus sylvanus males put in 
an appearance all together at our front-door lamp on the 3rd, 
these being all I have ever seen of the species here, with the 
exception of one female three years ago. Catocala nupta occurred 
on the 9th, and again on the 14th, and an odd larva of Acronycta 
aceris on the 8th. 

My last evening's collecting was on the 8th, down at Winch- 
more Hill, when only about fifteen moths came to some eighty or 
ninety treacled trees ; these included three Catocala nupta, two 
Asphalia diluta, and single specimens each of Noctua c-nigrum, 
Caradrina ahines, Amphipyra pyramidea, and Anchocelis lunosa ; 
and thus my year's collecting ended. 

However, I received some more things from my cousin, who 
was down at Waldringfield during September, where he found 
treacle a dead failure, taking nothing better than Agriopis 
aprilina and Hypena rostralis, as the result of many nights' work. 
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Some consolation was got by the reappearance of Sphinx con- 
volvuli, which had occurred there not uncommonly in 1895. 
Some four or five specimens were seen over the Nicotiana on 
various nights during the month, and two of them were taken, 
one of these being an exceedingly large female. 

Larva- beating was fairly good on the whole, and the best 
species thus taken were Geometra papilionaria, Amphidasys betu- 
laria, Hypsipetes impluviata, Platypteryx hamulay Ptilodontis pal- 
pinUy Notodonta dromedarius, Halias prasinana, and an imago of 
Xanthia gilvago, which was in vain kept for ova. Two Cymato- 
phora ocularis, a number of Axylia putris, and a few Agriopis 
aprilina were the best pupsB dug, both the ocularis coming from 
oak. The several pupas of this species that my cousin has 
obtained at Waldringfield in previous years have all come from 
under oak, none from poplar. 

Autumn treacling I have had no opportunity of trying, but 
as on all hands I hear it to have been most unsuccessful, I may 
have only avoided adding another failure to a year's collecting 
which, with a few exceptions, has been rather a disappointing one. 

I might add that the brood of Aplecta advena obtained from 
the Benfleet specimen is just now emerging, the specimens being 
small and poorly coloured, probably owing to the difficulty of 
feeding the larvae up so late in the autumn, although at the time 
they seemed to feed well enough. 

3, Mount View Eoad, Crouch End, N., Feb. 19th, 1898. 



A CATALOGUE OF THE LEPIDOPTEEA OF lEELAND. 
By W. F. de Vismes Kane, M.A., M.K.I.A., F.E.S. 

(Continued from p. 12.) 

Melanippb montanata, Borh, — Common everywhere. The 
Irish insect is of large size usually, and a considerable propor- 
tion of them belong to or approach the var. shetlandica. Weir, 
being strongly marked in pattern, with the outer margins of all 
wings deeply shaded with fuscous bands. Two Scandinavian 
examples which I possess are similarly characterised, so that it 
seems probable that this is a northern peculiarity. Some Irish 
localities, such as the shores of Lake Oughter near Farnham, 
produce a very handsome form, in which the transverse central 
band of the fore wings is beautifully waved with ferruginous, 
with a central shading of bluish grey, often showing round the 
discoidal spot, which is upon a white costal patch. The bluish 
tinge fades in the cabinet. The markings, however, in this 
species are extremely variable. The transverse band is some- 
times blackish, sometimes an almost unicolorous ferruginous. 
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without any included costal patch. Sometimes the band is very 
obsolete, only its edges being strongly marked. Occasionally it 
is narrow, and deeply constricted towards the inner margin, so 
as almost to divide the band in two. In some specimens the 
waved strigse in the middle of the band coalesce, so as to form a 
series of two or three ocelli below the black central spot. The 
central band of the hind wings varies in strength, being occa- 
sionally absent, except traces at the inner margin. 

Melanippe galiata, Hb. — Somewhat local, except on the 
coast, where it is often extremely plentiful. It varies chiefly in 
the colour of the transverse band of the fore wing, which is either 
grey marked with faint waved strigse, or grey centrally edged with 
brown bands ; or else wholly black, sometimes obliterating the 
central spot. 

Melanippe fluctuata, L. — Here as elsewhere one of our 
commonest Geometers. I know of no variation which is not 
present in Great Britain, and of none that prevails to such an 
extent as to be characteristic of our fauna. 

Anticlea cucullata, Hufn. — The only Irisk example I have 
seen is a beautiful specimen taken by myself from the wall 
at Glenina Castle, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare. Another was 
captured, I believe, by Curzon at Ardrahan, a bare limestone 
district of similar character about twelve miles distant in the 
Co. Galway. 

Anticlea badiata, Hb. — Of frequent occurrence throughout 
Ireland. Numerous at Drumreaske Monaghan, Galway, and 
many other localities I have visited. It varies much. A very 
dark form sometimes occurs with the pale central band very 
bright and ^ narrow. On the other hand, very unicolorous 
specimens occur, with only the basal strigse and the costal 
portion of the dark band which usually bounds the outer edge of 
the pale band when present, thus closely approximating the 
markings of A. rubidata. The insect is everywhere distributed 
in varying abundance. 

Anticlea nigrofasciaria. Ooze. — Not unusual, but local, and 
far rarer than the preceding. It varies somewhat in the width of 
the outer basal black band, as well as in the depth of the ground 
colour of the base, and the shaded areas near the apical and anal 
angles of the fore wing. ** Common in Wicklow " (B.), Eoebuck 
(Mr. Hogan), and Phoenix Park (Eathborne) near Dublin ; Ard- 
tuUy, Co. Kerry {Miss F.); Clonbrock {R. E. D.); Tempo 
Manor (Langham), and Enniskillen ; Killynon, not scarce (Miss 
JR.); Westmeath; Drumreaske, Co. Monaghan; Favour Royal, 
Co. Tyrone; Armagh (J.) ; Collin Glen, Belfast (W.) ; Castle 
Bellingham, not rare (Thornhill). 
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CoBEMiA MUNiTATA, H6.— Local and not usually plentiful, but 
widely distributed. Dark forms occur near Derry and Banagher, 
in which the central band of the fore wing is of dark fuscous 
brown, with the margins suffused internally into the ground 
colour. I have seen no approach to the ruddy Shetland form. 
Belfast (Bw,) ; Slieve Croob, Co. Down (W.); near Derry, locally 
numerous (C.); Drumreaske Monaghan; Favour Eoyal and 
Altadiawan, Co. Tyrone ; Cromlyn {Mrs. B.) and Killynon {Miss 
R.), Westmeath; near Sligo {Russ) ; Toberdaly and near 
Banagher on the Shannon, King's Co. ; Clonbrock {R. E. D.) 
and Ballinasloe, Co. Galway. 

CoREMLA. DESiGNATA, Hufn. — Widely distributed, but some- 
what local. The central band varies extremely, sometimes 
being proportionately as broad as that of C. muniata, and the 
edges only slightly more strongly margined with black; while 
others have merely a black blotch at the costa narrowing off to 
a broad line at the inner margin. Many have a rich purplish 
tinge on the central portion of the band, in others it does not 
differ from the rest of the wing in colour. In some, too, the 
black margins of the band coalesce toward the costa, enclosing a 
ruddy patch. I have noticed an abundant emergence of the 
second flight in the Co. Galway, and at Mote Park, Eoscommon, 
about the third week of August. Abundant at Powerscourt (B.) 
and Glenchree, Co. Wicklow; Howth, Co. Dublin; Killarney 
and Kenmare ; Clonbrook, abundant, and Ardrahan, Co. Galway ; 
Mote Park, Co. Eoscommon ; HoUybrook, near Boyle ; Favour 
Royal and Altadiawan, Co. Tyrone ; Tollymore Park, Co. Down 
(W.). 

CoREMLi. FERRUGATA, Clevck (?) L. — In dealing with this and 
the following species I shall follow the careful paper of Mr. Louis 
B. Prout, read before the Entomological Society of London, 
March, 1894. This moth has a wide distribution in Ireland, but 
is somewhat localized. On dry slopes and banks on the edges 
of moors or hilly wastes it sometimes is extremely abundant. 
Of the varieties dealt with by Mr. Prout I have never seen the 
really black-banded form, though occasionally specimens with a 
broad dark purple band occur, like that of C. unidentaria. The 
Irish insect shows a distinctly Northern facies. For although 
the non-striated broad-banded forms of the South of England 
are represented, yet the general run are more distinctly barred 
with strigflB, and are more tinted with ochreous. But in several 
localities a strongly striated form occurs, with a very ochreous 
ground colour, the central band sometimes broken up with dark 
streaks. The extreme of this form is represented by a specimen 
from Tyrone, approximating closely (except in the ground colour 
being ochreous, and the strigsB not so sharply defined) to a 
Scandinavian example labelled by Sven Lampa var. corculata, 
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which has a grey ground with two basal strigsa, and the middle 
band indicated by two waved dark lines inside, and three outside 
the discoidal spot ; the apical angle and outer margin shaded 
with fuscous brown. I notice that Mr. Prout gives ab. corculata, 
Lampa, as a synonym of the type. It would, however, appear 
that this in an error. Another Scandinavian example is the 
ordinary broad-banded type, but less ruddy than the English. 
Mr. Prout notices that the striated form occurs only as an 
aberration in England, though here it is distinctly local at 
Altadiawan in Tyrone, where Mr. M. Fitzgibbon took a good 
series in my company, also in places in Monaghan, Westmeath, 
and Sligo. It is variable, however, within limits, and I cannot 
say if it is referable to var. salicaria, Haw., which Mr. Prout 
appears to think may have been an extreme striated form 
of the Eannoch type. He considers some of the Irish forms 
referable to var. linareata, Gn. As to the character of the 
middle band, which is in some cases broad at the costa and 
narrowed towards the inner margin, the inconstancy of the 
species precludes the possibility of defining a variety from this 
alone, as every gradation occurs, short of the form coarctata, 
Warren, in which the attenuation is extreme, and which I have 
never met with. Borkhausen's spadicearia occurs with us. A 
very fuscous example, perhaps similar to the one 555 figured by 
Wood (of which I have here no copy), was taken by me at 
Favour Eoyal. The fore wings are almost a unicolorous fuscous 
brown, with the broad band and twin spots hardly to be dis- 
tinguished. The hind wings also are very dark. I am of opinion 
that this species is more frequently met with in Ireland than the 
following. Kippure Mt., Co. Wicklow; Cappagh, Co. Waterford; 
Kenmare and Killarney ; Clonbrock, Merlin Park, and elsewhere 
in Galway, not rare ; near Sligo ; Killynon, Co. Westmeath ; 
Farnham, Cavan ; Drumreaske, Monaghan ; Favour Eoyal and 
Altadiawan, Co. Tyrone, plentiful; Armagh, and the shores 
of L. Neagh (J.) ; Enniskillen (A.) and Tempo Manor (Lang- 
ham) ; Castle Bellingham {Thornhill), &c. 

CoREMiA UNiDENTARiA, Haw. — Both the black- and purple- 
banded forms occur, and I have found them in the same locality 
at Altadiawan, Tyrone, Enniskillen (A.), Tempo Manor, Castle 
Bellingham, and Ardtully, Co. Kerry. Other localities are 
Armagh (J.) ; Clonbrock (purple-band), Co. Galway ; Killarney, 
do.; Donegal, do.; Cappagh, Co. Waterford (black). 

(To be continued.) 
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TWO NEW SCALE INSECTS. 

By T. D. a. CoCKEBBIiL. 

Lecanium perlatum, n. sp. 

Female scales on under side of leaf, broad and flat, much 
like L. tessellatum ; chestnut colour, smooth and shiny, surface 
malleate, form oblique, 7 mm. long, 7 mm. broad. Legs ex- 
tremely small, about the size of those of L. hesperidum, of 
ordinary form, trochanter with a long bristle, femur only mode- 
rately stout, tibia about three-quarters the length of femur, 
tarsus about half as long as tibia, claw short and stout, its digi- 
tules extending considerably beyond its tip. Antennae 8-jointed, 
formula approximately (23) (45) (16) (78), 4 and 5 are not much 
shorter than 3, 1 with a short hair, 5 with a long hair, 6, 7, and 
8 each with a lateral hair (8 with two), and 8 with three terminal 
hairs, one very long. Dermis brown, with large oval and round 
glands, not reticulated. Hairs of margin extremely small and 
few in number. Stigmatal spines in threes, two small and one 
large. 

Hab. Ponta Delgada, Azores ; on orange trees. (Div. Ent. 
U.S. Dep. Agr., No. 7312.) 

L. perlatum is a very distinct and interesting species. It was 
sent to me for study by Dr. L. 0. Howard, to whom I trans- 
mitted a description. Dr. Howard informs me that he forwarded 
the MS. to Prof. Chaves in the Azores, who will publish it there; 
but for the convenience of students it is deemed wise to send a 
copy to a widely-read entomological journal. 

Aspidiotus jv-glans-regicB var. kafkce, n. var. 

Mr. Karl L. Kafka sends me an apparently new form of 
Aspidiotus, found on bark of Fraxinvs excelsior in Vienna. 
Curiously, it approaches our American A.juglans-regice, Comst., 
so much so, that I propose to call it A.juglans-regue var. kafkce, 
new var. The female scale is circular, 2^ mm. diam., flat, very 
dark grey or blackish, exactly the colour of the bark; exuvisB 
subcentrai or sublateral, covered, orange-reddish. Eemoved 
from the bark the scale leaves a white mark. Male scale small 
and elongate, about twice as long as broad. Female insect like 
jiLglans-regicB, but glandular thickening at inner base of median 
lobes larger than or as large as that at outer base ; the rounded 
orifice, which in juglans-regice is close to thickening of outer 
base, is in kafkce beneath or just laterad of thickening of inner 
base ; the median lobes in kafkce are a little further apart, and 
hardly so produced as in juglans-regice. Five groups of ventral 
glands, median 2 or only one, caudo-laterals 9, cephalo-laterals 
10. First row of transversely oval glands, starting at the de- 

BNTOM. MAECH, 1898. <J 
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preasion laterad of the second lobe, of 6 orifices ; second row of 
12 ; third row of 12 ; fourth row of 5 or 6 ; an inner row, 
starting beneath the interlobular interval, is, excepting the 
first two, only represented by a fe^ very small and rudimentary 
orifices. 

Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A., Jan. 4th, 1898. 



NOTES AND OBSEEVATIONS. 

International Congrbss of Zoology. — We have received various 
notices and lists of committees relating to the above ; also the follow- 
ing : — ** Memorandum. — At the Meeting of the International Congress 
of Zoology at Leyden in 1895, it was agreed that the Fourth Congress 
should be held in Great Britain, and that the President should be Sir 
William Flower, K.C.B., F.R.S. Some time since the Permanent 
Committee of the Congress accepted an invitation to assemble at 
Cambridge, in August, 1898. At a General Meeting of British 
Zoologists, invited by Sir W. Flower to confer as to the best means of 
making this Congress a success, it was announced to our great regret 
that the state of the elected President's health made it imperative for 
him to resign. It was proposed that his place should be taken by the 
Right Hon. Sir John Lubbock, Bart., and this proposal has met with 
the unanimous approval of the Permanent Committee of the Congress. 
— John Lubbock, President,'* Further particulars may be obtained 
from Professor F. Jeffrey Bell, 3, Hanover Square, London, W. 

Two Aberrations op LvciENA (Polyommatus) iEOON. — (1). A fine and 
fully scaled female example captured by me on Dunyeats Hill, near 
Poole, in June, 1893 (the exact day I have unfortunately lost), 
differs from the typical form in the following particulars : — The usual 
brown pigment of all the wings is absent from a space triangular in 
shape ; on the fore wings the base of the triangle extends from the 
anterior angle to the third median nervule, and the apex reaches to the 
discoidal spot ; within this space all the usual orange marks are absent. 
On the hind wings the base of the triangle extends from the second 
median nervule to the second subcostal nervule, and the apex of the 
triangle reaches the discoidal spot. The usual orange marks are very 
bleached, though not absent. (2). The row of spots in the outer 
marginal cells of the fore wings have a tendency to coalesce and 
extend towards the base of the wings. This specimen was captured 
at the same time and place as the last-described, insect. It is slightly 
damaged. — W. Parkinson Curtis. 

Epione parallelaria in Scotland. — It may be interesting to know 
that in a collection of local Lepidoptera temporarily formed by the 
members of the South of Scotland Entomological and Natural History 
Society from their cabinets, and exhibited at an entomological ex- 
hibition held by them in 1895 at G-alashiels, Epione parallelaria 
(yespertaria) was represented by two fine specimens. 
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The Rhopaloobra of Birmingham and District. — With reference 
to my note on the above (ante, p. 42), I find that I have accidentally 
omitted Vanessa c-album from that list. It is generally distributed, 
and was much more frequent than at present. The examples that I 
have taken are chiefly of the pale form. It is sometimes seen in 
suburban gardens. — Augustus D. Imms; **Linthurst,'* Oxford Road, 
Moseley, February 4th, 1898. 

Sphinx convolvuli Larv^ in Winter Confinement. — The larvaB 
referred to were hatched from a batch of thirty eggs deposited by a 
moth on Sept. 14th, 1897, which I recorded (Entom. xxx. p. 270). 
It being late in the year, it was necessary to retard the hatching of 
these ova if possible, so they were placed away in a cold room. Seven 
days later (Sept. 21st), on looking into the box, it was found that 
thirteen larvae had already emerged; they were then about three- 
sixteenths of an inch long. Convolvulus arvensis was supplied to the 
larvae, which they readily ate. A peculiarity which I have not before 
noticed was that they spun long webs over their food. On Oct. 14th 
the first moult took place, and this resulted in the death of four. 
They now resembled their congener S. ligmtri * in miniature, only 
the stripes were very much paler. The second moult occurred on 
Oct. 27th. The pale green was now replaced by a variegated brown, 
culminating into black, the lateral markings being a creamy white, 
the spiracles a light red, and each segment having a light yellow spot, 
with the exception of the first, second, and last, which had them con- 
current. The anal horn (previously black) now had a white streak on 
each side. This change claimed three more, leaving only six living 
larvae. Nov. 8th, third moult, followed by a day of inertia. Up to 
this time the larvae had been feeding well on both 0. arvensis and 
C, soldanella, but there was much difficulty in procuring these plants 
now, as they were mostly over, so the local florist had orders to force 
the seeds of both these bindweeds. A most trying time had come, 
both to the breeder and larvae, as they now measured three and a 
quarter inches, and of course required more food. I must not omit to 
state, after this moult they varied much in colour ; the usual brown 
type was much darker, whilst one was a rich black, whereas several 
naight be considered like that depicted by Barrett. Eventually the 
forced seedlings arrived, they (the larvae) having been without food for 
nearly twenty- four hours. On placing their food before them, they 
nibbled off the green leaves, never stopping until they had devoured 
the juicy stalks to the root. C, ajfinis they would not touch ; but, 
strange to relate, endive, when offered them, they would instantly 
clasp and devour. I tried this vegetable through mention being 
made of it by Mr. Lucas in his book on the Sphingidae. The same 
gentleman, in a letter to me (Sept. 22nd), rather despaired as to the 
possibility of success in rearing this insect. December being more 
unpropitious than the other months made the larvae (now full-grown) 
more susceptible to its changes; the result being that two more 

* Ligustri is not now regarded as congeneric with convolvuli. The former is 
the type of Sphinx^ Linn., and the latter of Protoparce^ Burm. Kirby, however 
(Cat. I^p. Het.), sinks Protoparce in Phlegethontius, Hubn., of which he indicates 
the type to be sextut Joh. — Ei>. 
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succumbed on the 12th and 14th. On the former date two went 
under the earth in a flower-pot, leaving two, both having ceased to 
eat and roam about. These eventually turned in on the 16th, without 
having completed their fourth moult, it having required exactly 
eighty-six days from the hatching to the commencement of pupation. 
I. unearthed the first two cocoons Dec. 18th ; one was so thin that it 
fell to pieces on touching it, the other was very thick, like that of 
Acherontia atropos but not so large. This contained a lively pupa, 
which could only have taken this form a few hours. A day or two 
afterwards I looked at the other two, and found they had burrowed 
only two inches, where they remained dead, and without having 
attempted to make cocoons. Mr. W. Henry Barton, who acknowledges 
that the game is not worth the candle, can claim to have surmounted 
the difficulty. Although successful, he is only awarded a small 
average of one-eighth per cent. — H. W. Bell-Marley ; Ravenscourt 
Park. 

[The following excerpt from ** Abstract of Proceedings of the South 
London Entomological and Natural History Society," 1896, p. 29, 
may be of interest in connection with the above: — *'Mr. Sturt ex- 
hibited specimens of Sphinx convolvuli which he had bred in December 
and January from the larvsB sent him from Cornwall (Proc. 1895, 
p. 67). Mr. Tutt remarked that Mr. Sturt deserved great credit for 
getting his S. convolvuli through, and he was, he believed, the first 
British lepidopterist who had reared the insect from the larva to the 
imago. Some years ago Prof. Poulton got the larva through to the 
late autumn, and proved that the insect passed the winter in that 
stage. . . . Mr. McArthur said that men who worked in potato 
fields often brought in the pupae of S. convolvuli^ as well as those of 
A. atropos,'' — Ed.] 

PoRTHETRiA (Ocneria) dispar IN AMERICA. — From the latest report 
of the State Entomologist concerning the extermination of the gipsy 
moth {Porthetria dispar) in Massachusetts (Bull. No. 11), we learn that 
something in the way of a check has been effected. The cost up to 
the present time has been nearly 800,000 dols. It would appear, 
however, that unless a further large sum is available for continued 
operations during the next few years, and without any interval, all 
the work that has been done during the past six years will be lost. 

Gynandromorphous Hemerophila abruptaria. — At a meeting of the 
Entomological Society of London held on February 2nd last a speci- 
men of H, abruptaria was exhibited which was female in character 
so far as concerns the wings and right antenna ; the left antenna, 
however, was strongly pectinated. Several dark examples of the same 
species were also shown. 

The Genus Erebia. — We are requested to state that the specimens 
of the genus Erebia exhibited by Mr. H. J. Elwes, F.E.S., in illus- 
tration of his remarks at the last meeting of the Entomological Society 
of London will, by arrangement with Sir William Flower, Director of 
the British Museum (Natural History), be on view at that institution 
for a few weeks. The series contains, almost without exception, 
representatives of all the known species and more prominent varieties. 
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and should be seen by all students of this difficult and interesting 
genus. 

Entomology in Tirah. — Though for some years I have ceased to 
covet butterflies, they still have a keen interest, and I thought that as 
probably no one else was interested much in entomology in Tirah, 
where I have lately been, perhaps these very scanty notes may be of 
use from a hitherto unvisited country. General elevation of Maidan 
about 5000 ft. A plateau, intersected by numerous ravines, surrounded 
by hills up to about 12,000 ft. Trees : pine, walnut, apricot, apple, 
pear, and others a few. On November 2nd an Indian variety of our 
little " Queen of Spain " was common on the Sampagha Pass, a little 
faded ; possibly Argynnis issaa. In the same place, and frequently in 
Maidan itself, a fine grayling Aulocera (? possibly) was seen wherever 
the barren ground they frequent was present. In Maidan a clouded 
yellow of rich colour was fairly common ; and less seldom another 
species of Colias, or a variety corresponding to Colias edusa var. helice, 
was seen, but I did not get an opportunity of seeing one settled. The 
clouded yellow was possibly C. fieldii. A few of a Pieris, I believe 
mesentina, and occasionally a smart small copper something like 
Chrysophanus pavana, but apparently ruddier. I make no pretence of 
identifying those I saw or of having noted much, as one was nearly 
invariably under fire when out from camp, the inhabitants being 
hostile to entomology or any other pursuit in their country, and I 
should not venture to offer these if I thought any one else had made 
any entomological notes. I send you a pupa from Maidan, which, 
if it hatches, will probably be the first specimen from Tirah. — K. 
Dingwall ; 1st Gordon Highlanders, 8rd Brigade, Tirah Field Force, 
December 81st, 1897. 

[We have great pleasure in publishing the above communication. 
The pupa referred to has not come to hand unfortunately. — Ed.] 

Pyrameis carye var. muellbri. — Mr. Beverly Letcher, of San 
Francisco, describes an aberration of P. carye as var. muelleri in the 
February number of * Entomological News' (ix. p. 88, pi. iii.). Of 
this aberration, which in some respects is similar to P. cardui var. 
inomata, Brams., only eight examples are known, one of which was 
taken by Mr. Letcher in 1892, and another in 1897. 

The Eaoonot Collection of Micro-Lepidoptera. — We understand 
that this collection has been presented to the Paris Natural History 
Museum by Madame Eagonot. 

Experimental Treatment op Araschnia levana, L. — In a paper 
entitled ** Die Uebergange von Araschnia levauaf L., zu var. prossa, L., 
und die bei der Zucht anzuwendende Kaltemenge " (* Entomologische 
Nachrichten,' xxiv. pp. 87-62), Herr G. Wilh. Kuhmer, gives a de- 
tailed account of the results obtained in a series of temperature 
experiments with this species. 

Naturje Novitates. — We have received from Friedlander & Sohn, 
of Berlin, the first number of a periodical bearing this title, which it 
is proposed to issue every fortnight at a small subscription. The 
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purpose of the publication is to keep the student of natural history or 
of the exact sciences up to date in the matter of the current literature 
of all countries. In the present number there are 1537 entries, and 
eighty of these relate to entomology. 



CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

Macroglossa stellatabum in January. — As an instance of the 
extraordinary mildness of the season at the present time, on Monday, 
Jan. Slst, I noticed a specimen o( Macroglossa steUatarum on the wing. 
It was flying along some palings in a sheltered spot, occasionally aUghting 
and basking in the sunshine. — T. B. Jbffbrys ; Bath, Feb. 2nd, 1898. 

Notes from North Staffordshire in 1897.— Collecting here in the 
spring during the past season was very unproductive up to the beginning 
of June, no doubt owing to the prevalence of cold winds. Sugar, alsD, was 
almost useless ; many times in July and August, when the nights were 
v;arm and cloudy, it was an absolute failure, hardly an insect visiting the 
trees. 

During February DiantkoBcia capsincola and Halias prasinana emerged 
in the breeding-cage. March. — Anisopteryx (Bscularia and Dicranura 
vinula (bred). April. — Nothing of importance was observed. May. — 
Tephrosia crepuscularia, Cidaria suffumata (common), Euplexia lucipara, 
&c. June. — Ccenonympha pamphitus, Anthocharis cardamines, Pieris 
napif Sesia tipiUlformis, Rumia cratagata, Asthena candidata, Eupisteria 
heparata, Cahera pusaria, Fidonia atomaria, Abraxas grossulariata. A, 
ulmata, Lomaspilis marginata, Larentia pectinitaria, Melanippe tristata 
(very abundant), M. montanatat M. fluctuatay Euholia palumbaria, Anaitis 
plagiata, Notodonta camelina. On June 26th Acronycta leporina was 
taken at rest on a bircb-tree (at roots of same tree in February, 1896, a 
pupa of Notodonta dictaoides was taken), Miana fasciuncula, &c. July. — 
Argynnis selenct Uropteryx sambucata, Metrocampa margaritata, Crocallis 
elingTiaria, Boarmia rhomboidariay Acidalia remutata, Halia vauaria, 
Larentia didymata, Hypsipetes elutata (very common and variable), Coremia 
nmnitata^ G, proptignata, Thyatira batis, Apamea oculea, Agrotis exclama- 
tionis, Plusia festuca (two specimens reared from larvsB taken in June). 
On Aug. 28rd Oporabia filigrammaria was fairly common on the moors, 
together vnth Larentia casiata and L. didymata, the latter in hundreds. 
Camptogramma bilineata, Cidaria russata, G. immanata, C, testata, C, 
populata, G. fulvata, G, pyraliata, Eubolia mensuraria, Xyhphasia scolo- 
pacina (was netted at dusk on Aug. 9th), Luperina testacea, Cloantha 
solidaginis (was common on the moors, resting on pine-trunks and walls, 
and as it rests with its wings folded round its body it presents a very 
curious appearance, and is difficult to see). September. — Thera variata, 
Anchocelis rufina. A, litura, Xanthia silago, Miselia oxyacantha, Agriopis 
aprilina, Phlogophora meticulosa, Amphipyra tragopogonis. October. — 
Oporabia dilutata, Xanthia ferruginea. November. — PoBcilocampa poptUi 
(bred from pupa found at roots of ash in September). — J. & W. Hill ; 
7, Westwood Grove, Leek, Sta£fs., Feb. 10th, 1898. 

Oaradrina ambioua at Truro. — I spent part of last August in the 
neighbourhood of Truro and took some CaradrinsB at sugar, which havo 
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tamed out to be C anibigua. Is not this a new locality ? — George G. 
Hart ; Woodside, Howth, Co. Dublin, Feb. Ist, 1898. 

[This species was recorded as '* somewhat common " in Devon last year 
(Entom. XXX. 305), and specimens are mentioDcd from South Devon in the 
same volume, p. 327. — Ed.] 

PiERis RAPM IN EARLY JANUARY. — Jan. 7th was a bright sunny day— 
quite spring-like. When out for a walk I found a male P. rap(e, alive, 
but sluggish. Whether it had just emerged from pupa or not I cannot 
say. I could find no empty pupa-shell anywhere near. It lived in a 
butterfly vivarium out in my garden for about a fortnight, but a frosty night 
was fatal to it just when I had begun to speculate on this butterfly passing 
the winter in a torpid state, at least when the cold was not too severe. — 
Albert H. Waters, B.A. ; Devonshire Road, Cambridge, Feb. 10th. 

LiOHT-TRAPS IN 1897. — The past season, bad in every respect, was 
much below the average for light-traps. Early in the season the winter 
moths occurred in much the same numbers as usual, though Hyhernialeuco- 
phaaria and Anisopteryx ascularia were rather scarce. Later on Nysda 
hispidaria was fairly common, TseniocampsB all scarce, as were also the two 
Tephrosias, biatortata and biundtdaria, though the second brood of the 
former occurred plentifully in July. The Boarmias were scarce, and hardly 
any var. conversaria were taken ; Aventia flexida almost absent, and 
Cleora glabraria entirely so. The autumn work was disastrous, Astero- 
Scopus sphinx occurring in far less numbers than usual, and in poor 
condition. From October to December Pcecilocampa populi occurred in 
profusion, and was quite the moth of the year. 

The following are additional records for the trap: — Thecla quercus 
(Vanessa atalanta also occurred for the second time), Lithosia griseola, 
Nemeophila mssula (male and female), Neuria reticulata, Triphana comes, 
Dianthcecia cucuballt Phytonietra viridaria, Gnophos obscuraria. Abraxas 
sylvata, Ligdia adustata, Eupithecia subfulvata, Aglossa pinguinalis, 
Scoparia cratagella, Nomophora noctuella, Ebulea crocealis, Perinephels 
lancealis, Spilonota roborana, Sdaphila chrysantheana, Batodes angusti- 
orana, Pmdisca corticana, P, soUmdriana, Scardia arcella, Depressaria 
arcueila, — E. F. Studd; Oxton, Exeter. 
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Entoholooical Society of London. — Februaty 2nd, 1898. Mr. 
G. H. Verrall, Vice-President, in the chair. Mr. L. G. Chawner, 
of Fofest Bank, Lyndhurst ; Mr. F. A. Heron, B.A., of the British 
Museum (Natural History) ; Mr. Henry Stebbing, of The Shawe, 
Jarvis Brook, Tunbridge Wells ; and Mr. E. J. Burgess-Sopp, of 
Saxbolme, Hoylake, Cheshire, were elected Fellows of the Society. 
A letter was read from the Secretaries of the International Congress 
of Zoology, calling attention to the meeting to be commenced at 
Cambridge on August 28rd, and extending to the Fellows of the 
Society the cordial invitation of the Executive Committee to be 
present. The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. A. D. Michael, of 
9, Calogan Mansions, S.W., asking if any entomologists, who might 
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find insects attacked by mites (Acari) among their disused boxes, 
would be willing to send him such insects, with the mites still on them 
or accompanying them, or at least the mites themselves, with the 
name of the insect given in all cases, for the purpose of his forth- 
coming monograph of the Tyroglyphidse. Mr. J. W. Tutt showed a 
fine series of forms of Hemerophila abruptaria, Thunb., captured and 
bred by Mr. W. S. Pearce at Hollo way, varying from the normal 
colour, through mahogany-brown to dark fuscous, some of the speci- 
mens of the second brood showing a purplish hue. One gynandro- 
morphous example was shown, with the wings and right antenna of 
the female type, the left antenna being strongly pectinated. He also 
exhibited two specimens of Dianthcecia luteago, bred by the Rev. F. 
Lowe, from larvsB obtained in Guernsey, and of a very distinct 
character, having a tendency to the ochreoiis coloration of the type- 
form, but being differently marked. On behalf of Mr. Heyne, 
Mr. Jacoby exhibited a series of temperature-varieties of Lepidoptera. 
Mr. G. H. Carpenter read a paper by himself and the Rev. W. F. 
Johnson on ** The Larva of PeLophila borealis,*' describing its structure 
and life-history. On the larval characters the species, hitherto 
considered as of doubtful relationship, was regarded as being closely 
alUed to Elaphrus. Papers were communicated by Mr. F. D. Godman, 
F.R.S., and Mr. 0. Salvin, F.R.S., on " New Species of American 
Rhopalocera,'' and by Mr. M. Jacoby, ** On Some Phytophagous 
Coleoptera (Eumolpidae) from the Islands of Mauritius and Reunion.'* 
February 16th. — Mr. G. H. Verrall, Vice-President, in the chair. 
Mr. G. C. Champion exhibited specimens of Isodermus gayi. Spin., from 
the Straits of Magellan, and L planus, Er., from Tasmania, both found 
by Mr. J. J. Walker. The genus Isoderma, belonging to the Aradidse, 
afforded an interesting case of geographical distribution, the only 
known species occurring in Chili, Australia, and Tasmania. Mr. C. 0. 
Waterhouse referred to the similar distribution of other species 
of insects, which went to support the theory of a former connection 
between South America and Australia. Mr. Champion also showed 
an example of Bagous lutosus, Gyll., from Sweden. This insect had 
been on the British list since the time of Stephens, but possibly in 
error, as all the examples he had seen in collections were wrongly so 
named. Mr. Jacoby exhibited a pair of the singular weevil, Apoderus 
tenuissimuSf Pasc, from the Philippines. Mr. Burr exhibited species 
of Orthoptera, of the family EumastacidsB, resembling dead leaves. 
This was the only family of Acrydiidse in which such resemblances 
were found. Dr. Chapman exhibited a specimen of Zygana exalans 
with six wings, the supernumerary pair arising between the normal left 
fore wing and the corresponding leg on the same side. The upper- 
most wing appeared normal in every respect, the second was a reduced 
copy of the basal half of a fore wing, and the third a portion 
of crumpled wing- structure. Mr. 0. E. Janson exhibited a pale 
variety of the rare Papilio mikado taken in S. Japan. Mr. Tutt 
showed a variety of Enodia hyperanthus taken by Mr. F. H. Day near 
Carlisle, and banded on the under side like a Ccenonympha ; also two 
moths from the same neighbourhood, which, after careful comparison, 
he regarded as females of Hydrilla pahistris. This sex was almost or 
quite undiscovered in Great Britain, and the occurrence of the species 
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80 far from the Fen district was remarkable. Mr. H. J. Elwes read a 
paper entitled *' A Farther Revision of the Oenus Erehia,'* which was 
illustrated by the exhibition of examples of every known species. 
Tracing the geographical distribution, he stated that the principal 
European centres of the genus were the Pyrenees, and especially the 
Alps, only a few forms occurring in Scandinavia, while the Ural 
Mountains and Caucasus were almost destitute of species. The genus 
became abundant in E. Siberia, from which region the few N. American 
forms appeared to have been derived. Dr. Chapman a}so read a paper 
" On the Species of the Genus Erebiay a Revision based on the male 
Appendages," illustrated with drawings of these organs in about sixty 
species. In connection with the above papers Mr. Tutt exhibited and 
made remarks on long series of Erebia vuriney E, gladalis^ E. euryale, 
E. ligea, &c., chiefly from the Alps. — W. F. H. Blandfobd, Hon. Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natubal History Sooiett. — 
January ISth, 1898. — Mr. R. Adkin, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Adkin exhibited minor varieties of Pararge megara, and con- 
tributed notes thereon. Mr. W. G. Pearce brought a series of very 
dark HemerophUa abruptariay bred from ova laid by a female captured 
in North London. The Secretary read a paper communicated by 
Professor A. Radcliffe Grote, A.M., entitled "The Wing and Larval 
Characters of the Emperor Moths,'* and exhibited the following 
species in illustration: — Satumia pavonia, Aglia tau, AuUmunt io, 
HeniUeuca maia, Citheronia imperialis, and Attacus spectUifer, kindly lent 
by Mr. C. G. Barrett. 

January 27thf Annual Meeting, — The President in the chair. 
Reports of the satisfactory condition of the Society were read from 
the Council and Treasurer. The balance in the Treasurer's Report 
was somewhat smaller than usual, owing to the first part of the 1897 
Proceedings being printed in the current year. The following Officers 
and Council were then elected: — ^President, J. W. Tutt, F.E.8. ; 
Vice-Presidents, R. Adkin, F.E.S., and W. Mansbridge, F.E.S. ; 
Treasurer, T. W. Hall, F.E.S. ; Librarian, H. A. Sauz6; Curator, 
W. West; Hon. Secretaries, Stanley Edwards, F.L.S., and H. J. 
Turner, F.E.S. ; Council, T. A. Chapman, M.D., F.E.S., F. Clark, 
A. W. Dennis, A. Harrison, F.E.S., F.C.S., W. J. Lucas, B.A., 
R. South, F.E.S., and H. Tunaley, F.E.S. In his address the 
retiring President dealt at length with matters concerning the well- 
being of the Society, summarized the entomological work of the past 
year, referring in detail to the more important works which had 
recently been published, and then passed on to a general consideration 
of the bearing of the theory of evolution on our views of nature. Mr. 
liucas exhibited a specimen of the earwig, ForfieuLa lesnei, taken at 
Reigate in October, 1897, by Mr. West (Greenwich), of which only two 
specimens had previously been recorded in Britain, and contributed 
notes on its structure habits and occurrence. [See p. 49.] 

February 10th.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. E. J. Crow, of Brixton, and Mr. E. R. Hillsworth, of Stratford, 
were elected members. It was announced that Mr. Mansbridge had 
resigned, owing to his leaving England, that Mr. Tunaley, F.E.S., had 

EMTOM. — MABCH, 1898. H 
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been chosen to fill the vacancy as Vice-President, and that Mr. H. 
Moore had been elected on the Council. Mr. McArthur exhibited 
underside varieties of Lycana {Polyommatus) hellargus and L, (P.) 
corydan, the latter being almost devoid of ocelli. Mr. Dennis, three 
parts grown larv89 of CaUimorpha hera from ova sent by Mr. Tutt 
while collecting in the Alps in 1897. They had fed all the winter. 
Mr. Tunaley, long bred series of Rednia resinella from Aviemore. Mr. 
Boutledge, a variety of Epinephele (Enodia) hyperanthes from Carlisle, 
having a broads whitish submarginal band on the under sides of the 
hind wing embracing the ocelli ; and also two females of Acosmetia 
caliginosa* taken in the same locality by Mr. Day. Mr. Lucas, 
imagines and living nymphs of Qulopteryx spUndens from Fleet, and 
contributed notes on the specific characters and habits of the nymphs. 
Mr. Adkin, specimens of Dianthacia Ivteago var. barretii, from Howth. 
Major Ficklin, a form of the same species taken in Cornwall, which 
Mr. Tutt had named va.r. ficklini. Mr. Tutt, on behalf of Rev. F. E. 
Lowe, of Guernsey, a third form bred from pupa taken under Silene 
maritimay and which he had named var. lowei, A considerable discus- 
sion ensued on the singular variation shown in this species, practically 
invariable in the same locality, but each locality possessing a distinct 
race. Mr. Tutt also exhibited, on behalf of Mr. Lowe, a fine aberra- 
tion of Melanippe sociata, in which the central band of the wings was 
almost completely obliterated; and on behalf of Mr. Pearce, of 
Hackney, all the melanic specimens of Hemerophila abruptaria bred by 
him during the last three years, some dozens, including extremes and 
intermediates^ and one partially gynandrous specimen. — H. J. Tubmbb, 
Hon. Rep, Sec, 

BntmNOHAM Entomolooioal Society. — December 20eA, 1897. — Mr. 
G. T. Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. E. J. Denham, 
81, Hugh Boad, Small Heath, was elected a member. Mr. B. C. Bradley, 
showed Hadena glauca and Anaitis plagiata, from Sutton ; and Ephestia 
kuhnielluy from his office in Digbeth. Mr. P. W. Abbott, a nice little 
series of Gymatophora fluctuosa^ taken in Wyre Forest, last June, 
rather pale in colouring ; also a specimen of Sesia ctUiciformis with a 
white band, also froni Wyre Forest ; this last was a dark-black looking 
specimen, darker than usual, excepting the band, which was white. 
Mr. C. J. Wainwright, a box full of Aculeate Hymenoptera, including 
four male specimens of Odynerus lavipes, from Wyre Forest, a rare 
insect, which, however, seems well established in that locality; 
Andrena humilis, a male from Wyre Forest, and some wide-banded 
vars. of Apia meUijfica, from Eisenach, Thuringia. Mr. A. H. Martineau 
remarked that Mr. E. Saunders gives as a character of 0. lavipes 
yellow patches on both hind pairs of legs, but on all the Midland 
specimens he has seen they were on the middle pair only. Mr. Mar- 
tineau showed sticks containing the cells from which he had bred 
several O. lampesy from Malvern ; also sticks containing cells of Pern- 
phredon litgubris, Anthophora fucata, Panz, and Osmia leucomelana. 
Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker, two drawers of PieridsB, containing a fine 
series of Anthocharut including A. pechi from Algeria, and other rare 
species, and the genera ZegrU, Leuoophada^ 4&c. 

* JSyd/rilla palustriSf ante, p. 72.— Ed. 
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January 17th, 1898.— The President in the chair. Mr. R. 0. Bradley 
showed TherioplecteB solstitialis, taken before 8 a.m., hovering in the 
road opposite his house at Sutton. Mr. A. H. Martineau showed a 
set of specimens illustrating the life-history of Andrma cineraria, L. : 
larvaa young and full-fed, pupa, pupal skin, cells, and male and female. 
Mr. P. W. Abbott, a series of Bryophila glandifera from Devon, one 
very beautiful specimen being of a much richer and more beautiful 
green than usual, with the markings softened considerably. Also a 
Lycana agon with the red marks gone from right upper wing, and blue 
shadings over them all ; and a L. bellargtu (female), also shot with blue ; 
both from Midhurst, Sussex. Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker, two drawers 
of the genus Colias, from his collection, containing many rare species. 

February 7th, Annual Meeting, — Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker in the 
the chair. The Annual Reports of the Council, Treasurer, and 
Librarian were received, and the Officers and Council elected, Mr. 
G. T. Bethune-Baker being elected President ; Mr. P. W. Abbott, Vice- 
President; Mr. R. C. Bradley, Treasurer; Mr. A. H. Martineau, 
Librarian ; and Mr. 0. J. Wainwright, Secretary, Mr. P. W. Abbott 
exhibited Hemerophila abruptaria, one of the ordinary pale form, from 
Sutton Park, the remainder from North London, all more or less 
dark ; one of these latter was taken on the door of a coal-cellar, and 
was very dark, quite evenly suffused 'with dark umber, with the black 
transverse markings clear, and a trace of some of the light lines 
showing ; the remainder were bred by Mr. W. A. Southey, and one 
of them was as dark as the caught one, the others showing the usual 
arrangement of colours and markings, but being generally darker ; the 
thoraces remained light in the darkest specimens. Mr. R. C. Bradley 
showed Diodontus tristis (a male and two females); one Pemphredon 
lethifer (male) ; one Psen paUipes (female) ; and Sphecodes pilifrons 
(male), all from Sutton, 1897. — Colbran J. Wainwright, Hon. Sec. 

Langashibb and Oheshibe Entomological SociBTy. — Annual Meeting, 
January 10th, 1898. — The following officers were elected : — President, 
Mr. S. J. Capper; Vice-president, Mr. B. H. Crabtree; Joint Secre- 
taries, Messrs. P. N. Pierce and the Rev. R. Freeman ; Hon. Treasurer 
and Librarian, Mr. H. Locke. The members of the Council elected 
were :— Mr. W. E. Sharp, Dr. J. W. Ellis, F.E.S., Rev. A. M. Moss, 
Dr. H. Bailey, and Mr. F. C. Thompson. The following candidates 
were elected by ballot : — F. M. Sayby, D. Armstrong, E. G. Isaac, 
Albert Tipping, and William Perkins. Li the course of the evening 
the President, Mr. Samuel J. Capper, F.L.S., F.E.S., a veteran 
naturalist, delivered his annual presidential address. It was a very 
exhaustive and interesting treatment of entomological subjects. He 
remarked that the past year had left an encouraging record. The 
papers read at the Society had been excellent, and the discussions 
most interesting, while at the same time the number of members had 
increased. They should have liked to have seen a more regular 
attendance at all the monthly nieetings, for while some had been 
crowded, others had been quite the reverse. Dealing with entomo- 
logical literature, the President said that previous to the last few years 
tlmt class of literature had been almost wholly devoted to systema- 
tising ; and further, the various systems of classification that had from 
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time to time been broaght oat had been nearly always based upon 
imaginal structure; the earlier stages of the insects, until quite 
recently, were greatly overlooked. In entomology, as in all other 
sciences, the specialist had been developed. From the host of speci- 
alists now at work, generalisations on a sound basis might be formed, 
and in fskoi were now forming ; and although it might appear at first 
sight to be making ** confusion worse confounded " to have to unlearn 
much that had been taught by former masters in science, they must 
remember that the words of Tennyson, **The old order changeth, 
yielding place to new," applies as much to entomology as it does to 
other matters, and that the end and aim of all science should be truth. 
Latterly the spread of evolutionary ideas, with their influence on all 
scientific thought, had directed entomological literature into an en- 
tirely new channel ; and, guided by this light, the true relationship of 
species is sought. What is said of entomology applied to all branches 
of Natural History. The Linnean system of botanical classification, 
though wonderfully ingenious, had long since given way to what is 
styled the natural arrangement. The periodical literature of ento- 
mology played an important part in the progress of the science, and, 
more than anything else^ had helped to make it a popular study. In 
conclusion, in speaking of scientific literature, Mr. Capper said they 
would gratefully acknowledge what the Board of Agriculture had done . 
by the publication of separate reports and leaflets, and by papers in the 
* Journal of Agriculture.' 

Entomological Club. — Meetings of this Club since last report 
(Entom. XXX. 96) were held as follows : — 

1897. — July 7th : Loanda, Beulah Hill, Upper Norwood ; Mr. 
Samuel Stevens in the chair. August 12th : Trent House, Burton-on- 
Trent ; Dr. Philip B. Mason in the chair. November 24th : Wellfield, 
Lingard*s Boad, Lewisham ; Mr. Robert Adkin in the chair. 

1898. — January 18th: The Entomological Salon, Holborn Res- 
taurant ; Mr. G. H. Verrall in the chair. 



RECENT LITERATURE. 



Publications issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Divi- 
sion of Entomology : — 

Revision of the Tachinifla of North Amet^a : a Family of Parasitic 
Two'ivinged Insects. By D. W. Coquillett. Pp. 154. Washington. 
1897. (Technical Series No. 7.) 

Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Meeting of the Association of Economic 
Entomologists. Pp. 87. Washington. 1897. (Bulletin No. 9, New 
Series.) 

The Gipsy Moth in Am>erica : a Summary Account of the Introduction 
and Spread of Porthetria dispar in Massachusetts, and the Efforts by the 
State to Repress and Exterminate it. By L. 0. Howabd. (Bulletin 
No. 11, New Series.) 
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NOTES ON LEPIDOPTERA FROM THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. 

By Meet-Paymaster Gervase F. Mathew, R.N., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &c. 

We left Plymouth on Sept. 6th, 1896, in H.M.S. ' Endymion/ 
en route to the Mediterranean, with a new crew to recommission 
H.M.S. 'Hawke' at Malta. On the afternoon of the 8th we 
called at Vigo, and remained there until five p.m. the following 
day. The next morning I landed after breakfast with one of my 
messmates, and went for a long walk by the road which leads 
out to the north-east of the town, and runs just above and 
parallel with the beautiful harbour. As soon as we got clear of 
the town and suburbs, we passed gardens and vineyards and 
small fields containing Indian corn, melons, tomatoes, &c. 
Grape-picking and wine-pressing were in full swing. The slopes 
of the hills facing the harbour were cultivated for about two- 
thirds of their height, but above this the ground became poor 
and rocky, and more or less overgrown with pine trees. Nume- 
rous ravines intersect the hills, and we crossed several bridges 
during our walk. The day was fine, bright, and delightful, and 
after proceeding for some four miles or so we turned up one of 
the ravines, the sides of which in many places were thickly 
clothed with Spanish chestnut, poplars, oaks, and a few fir trees ; 
while in the more open spots there was a profusion of heath, 
broom, wild sage, sun-cistus, &c. Pieris daplidice, Colias edusa, 
and Pararge megcera were plentiful, and in fine condition ; Lyccena 
telicanus was flying about heath, and L. argiolus over bramble. 
Once or twice I saw a brilliant copper, probably Polyommatvs 
virgaurea, but not having a net with me I was unable to secure 
a specimen ; now and then Pyrameis atalanta passed along, and 
these, with one or two P^ cardui, Pierin rapes, and P. brassicce, 
comprised all the butterflies I noticed at this place. 

ENTOM. — ^APRIL, 1898. I 
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We arrived at Malta on Sept. 17th, turned over to the 
* Hawke * on the 18th, and left again on the 22nd to join the 
Levant Division of the Mediterranean Fleet at Lemnos, where 
we arrived on the 25th, and remained until Oct. 5th. It rained 
heavily for two or three days during our stay. Oct. 2nd was fine 
and bright, and I went on shore early in the day, and strolled 
about the hills near the harbour. The country was rather bare 
of vegetation at this time of year, the ground was very rough 
and stony, and the walking difl&cult, and moreover it was in- 
tolerably hot. In some of the little valleys there was a certain 
amount of vegetation, composed mostly of scrubby bushes of a 
prickly nature. I saw P. cardui in abundance, and a few 
C. edusa, L, icarus, P. phloeas, Deiopeia pulchella, and Nomophila 
noctuella; and upon fennel there were a few larvae of Papilio 
machaon. It was, however, too late in the season to expect 
much. I dare say in the spring some interesting species might 
be found here. 

We arrived at Salonica on Oct. 6th. This important place is 
situated upon extensive slopes at the head of a deep bay. The 
old part of the town was formerly surrounded by a high wall, 
36 ft. thick, a considerable portion of which still remains. Be- 
hind the town, particularly to the eastward, there is a series of 
lofty hills, many of them clothed with thick forest; and away in 
the distance, to the south-west, facing the town, is the mighty 
Mount Olympus. As we steamed up the bay, on our left hand 
we passed a large extent of flat marshy ground. From what I 
could see of the country, I should imagine that it would be a 
capital place for collecting in during the spring and early sum- 
mer months, but while we were there it was not possible to get 
about much on account of the dangerous and unsettled state of 
the country. We were not allowed to go outside the town except 
in parties of four or five together, and then we had to go armed. 
We remained at this place until Oct. 23rd, and while there, in 
the neighbourhood of the town, I took or noticed the following : — 

Pieris brassica, P. rapa, and P. daplidice. Common. 

Anthocharis belia. A few. 

Colias edusa. Common and fine. 

Pyrameis cardui. Abundant. LarvsB plentiful, feeding between 
spun-up leaves of mallow. — P. atcUanta. Common. 

Lycana hcntica. One. — L. telicanus. Abundant. — L, icartis. Abun- 
dant. — L. astrarche. Abundant ; a fresh brood. 

Polyommatus phlceas, A few. 

Deiopeia pulchella. Common. 

Plusia gamma. Common. — P. dauhei. One. — P. chalcytes. Several. 

Mecyna polygonalis. Several. LarvsB common and gregarious, 
feeding upon a species of Cassia. 

Nomophila noctueUa, This species swarmed on board at night, 
attracted by the electric lights. 
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On Oct. 10th I went by rail with a shooting party to a place 
called Karasuli, about thirty miles from Salonica, and was sur- 
prised to see some worn specimens of Argynnis pandora still on 
the wing. I believe there must be two broods of this species 
during the summer, for I remember meeting with it as late or 
later than this some years ago at Chanak, at the mouth of the 
Dardanelles. 

We left Salonica on Oct. 23rd, and arrived at Salamis Bay on 
26th. The hills to the north of this bay are clothed with pines, 
with an undergrowth of sage, sun-cistus, heath, and a variety of 
aromatic shrubs. Walking was extremely difficult, as the ground 
was covered with large blocks of volcanic stone with nasty jagged 
edges. From Salamis I made several excursions to Athens, 
Eleusis, &c., and noticed larvae of P. cardui plentiful in the 
Acropolis, crawling over fallen marble blocks ; and in a shady 
corner I took a beautiful fresh Plusia chalcytes sitting on a 
mallow-leaf, having just emerged from its cocoon, which was 
spun up beneath. 

We left Salamis Bay on Nov. 13th, and reached Poros at 
2 p.m. the same day. Poros is a small island just off the main- 
land, with which it forms almost a land-locked harbour. There 
is a small town and naval yard. The country is very bold and 
mountainous, and the slopes of the hills and ravines are clothed 
with scrub composed of wild olive, arbutus, ilex, ** wait-a-bit " 
thorns, sun-cistus, plane trees, &c. At one end of the harbour 
there is an extensive plain with marshy patches here and there. 
It looks a nice country for collecting in, and no doubt a number 
of good insects might be found here in the spring and early 
summer. During our stay I noticed P. rapce and P. brassicce 
very abundant ; C. edusa — a small form — plentiful, with several 
var. helice ; Coenonympha pamphilus, Pararge egeria var. egerides 
— the English form ; and the larvae of Mecyna polygonalis plenti- 
ful upon Cassia. The following is a description of it : — Head 
shining black, mouth pale yellow ; a broad greyish blue dorsal 
stripe followed by a broad shining black stripe, and then a broad 
yellow stripe, which includes the spiracles ; under parts greenish 
brown ; upon each segment there are three or four small shining 
black warts, each of which emits a fine whitish bristle ; legs 
black. In confinement, when full-grown, the larvae spun tough 
cocoons of fine white silk among the leaves of their food-plant, 
in which they changed to rather elongated reddish brown pupae. 
They are handsome larvae, and are easily seen, as they are 
gregarious and feed quite exposed upon their food-plant. The 
first moth appeared on Dec. 5th, the second on Jan. 14th, and 
the remainder between the latter date and March 9th — a nice 
little series. 

We left Poros on Nov. 22nd, and after stopping for a day at 
Argostoli, in the island of Cephalonia, proceeded to Malta, where 

i2 
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Rhodocera cleopatra^ L. — Rather scarce, but occurs all over the 
island, particularly in the ** weids," or rocky valleys, where its food- 
plant, a stunted thorny buckthorn, grows, and upon which I have 
seen the females depositing their eggs in February and March. 

Polyommatus phlceasy L. — Abundant. Seen in December, January, 
and February. At the end of July, 1897, it was swarming in several 
localities, and the specimens were very large and dark — the var. eletis 
of Fabricius. 

Lycana hcetica, L. — Rare ; only one or two met with. 

Lycana astrarche, Bgstr. — Common and typical. The July brood 
the most numerous. 

Lycana icarusy Rott. — Abundant. First noticed March 5th. In 
July it was swarming in certain places, and this brood was much 
larger and much more strongly marked than those seen in the early 
part of the year. In some cases the males have three or four con- 
spicuous black spots on the hind margin of the posterior wings, near 
anal angle, and the narrow black marginal line is as wide and distinct 
as in L. agon ; the spots on the under sides are very large, black, 
and broadly ringed with white, and the marginal series of orange- 
peacock spots are bright and large. The females are large, have no 
vestige of violet, but are as dark as L. astrarche, and for some time I 
thought I was taking that species ; their under sides are exactly the 
same, except for the addition of the two basal spots on the fore wings. 
It is a very distinct variety. The violet in the wings of the females of 
the spring brood is very slight. 

Vanessa atalanta, L. — Common. 

Vanessa cardui, L. — Abundant. LarvsB on thistles, and spun up 
between leaves of mallow. 

Pararge megara, L. — Common, and there seems to be a succession 
of broods throughout the year ; those met with during December and 
January are smaller and darker than the spring and summer broods. 

Pararge egeriay L. — Common but local. A succession of broods. 
Some of the examples very richly marked. Orange gardens at Bos- 
chetto, gardens of St. Antonio Palace, **weid** near Zurrico, &c. 

Epinephele ianira, L., var. hispulla, Hb. — Common but local, occur- 
ring in the ** weids,'* St. Antonio Gardens, &c. First noticed on July 
10th, but it was probably out much earlier than that date. I was not 
at Malta during April, May, or June. They remained a long time on 
the wing, as I observed them well on into October. Some of the 
females I have taken are very large bright specimens. 

Ccenonympha pamphilusy L. — Abundant. The spring and early 
summer broods are the typical form, but at the beginning of July the 
var. lyllus, Esp., appears, and is much more plentiful than the type ; 
some of the females taken are very large and strongly marked. 

Deilephila euphorbia, L. — Abundant in the larva state. A succession 
of broods from May to October. Full-fed larvaB were found on July 
10th, and small larvae, only just hatched, were seen as late as Dec. 4th, 
but it is doubtful if these latter would ever attain full growth, for they 
would hardly be able to stand the rain and cold nights that were then 
setting in. The parent moths do not seem to exercise much judgment 
in depositing their ova, for I often noticed three or four young larvce 
upon a smsJl plant not more than three inches high, and no other 
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plant within a hundred yards of them; in many instances again 
I have seen several small larvsB upon a diminutive plant, while large 
robust plants close at hand had none on them. They suffer a good 
deal from the attacks of enemies ; centipedes and carnivorous beetles 
prey upon them at night. I used to watch certain larvsB to note their 
rapidity of growth, &c., and often when I visited them again nothing 
but their shrivelled-up skins remained. 

Macroglossa stellatarum, L. — Abundant. One afternoon in the 
Floriana Gardens I saw more than a himdred flying before the flowers 
of a small evergreen privet. It was a very pretty sight. They are 
also very partial to the flowers of the lantana. 

Emydia grammicay L. — One specimen. 

Deiopei^ pulchella, L. — Not common. 

Arctia villica, L. — One crushed larva upon a road near Zurrico. 

Euprepia pudica, Esp. — This is a common species. The perfect 
insect appears from July to September, and I have taken it sitting on 
walls, &c. The larvsB feed on various kinds of grass, and may be found 
in waste places under stones from the beginning of December until the 
middle of March, when they are full-grown. The larva is pale smoky 
brown tinged with red ; upon each segment there are six raised shining 
black spots emitting fascicles of stiff bristles, those in the centre dark 
brown, the outer ones reddish ; three of these spots are situated above, 
one just behind, and the remaining two are just below the spiracles ; 
the dorsal stripe is rather broad and pale yellowish brown, and is 
followed by a pale smoky stripe mottled with darker blotches, and 
below this a pale straw-coloured stripe which includes the spiracles, 
and extends to the ventral surface ; head dark brown with a paler 
V-shaped mark above the mouth, which is black ; legs and prolegs 
reddish brown. The skin is shining, and the larva feels hard to the 
touch ; it curls into a ring when annoyed, and remains in that position 
for a considerable time. When full-grown the larva spins rather a 
tough cocoon composed of whitish silk and pieces of grass, and does 
not change to a pupa until a week or two before the moth emerges. 
When we left Malta on April 1st I had about thirty cocoons, and the 
first moth appeared on July 19th, at which time the larvae in the 
remaining cocoons were still unchanged. 

SpUosoma fidiginosa, L. — Not uncommon. A full-grown larva, 
taken on Dec. 31st, produced a large dark female on Jan. 80th. On 
March 8th I took a female sitting on a stone ; on the 18th of the 
same month another female flying in the hot sun ; and I have upon 
several occasions noticed the remains of the moths lying on the roads. 

Cossus ligniperdaj F. (?). — I have smelt the larvae of this species 
frequently, tiiough I have not as yet met with the perfect insect. 

Psyche sp. ?. — Larva- cases abundant, but I have not succeeded in 
breeding any of the moths. 

Bonibyx trifolii, Esp. (?). — Larvae of what I take to be this species 
were abundant from January to March, but I did not breed any, 
though several of my larvae spun cocoons. On Oct. 25th I took a 
male at rest on a wall. It is certainly not like our English species, as 
it is of a uniform brown, with very indistinct fascia, and is probably 
referable to Guen^e's iberiea, 

Agrotis upsilon, Bott. — One specimen. 
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Polia sp. ?. — ^During December and January a very handsome larva 
was by no means uncommon feeding exposed upon various flowers, 
especially those of a sweet-smelling narcissus. In October I bred several 
of the moths, and they appear to come very near Polia xanthomista, 
Hb., var. nigrocincta^ Tr., although the larvae do not agree in any way 
with Buckler's description. I will defer giving any description of the 
larva until I have ascertained what the moth really is. 

Calocampa exoleta, L. — Larvae common in January and February, 
feeding exposed upon a variety of vnld flowers. 

Plusia gamma, L. — Common. 

Acontia luctuosa, Esp. — Common. 

Thalpochares ostrina, Hb. — Common. 

Thalpochares parva, Hb. — Common. 

Metoptria monogramma, Hb. — One example. 

Sterrha sacraria, L. — Common. 

Anaitis plagiata, L. — Several. 

Cidaria bilineata, L. — Common. 

Eupithecia pumilata, Hb. — Several bred. 

Botys ferrugalisy Hb. — Common. 

Nomophila noctuella, Schiff. — Abundant. 

I did no night-work, or the above list would no doubt have 
been much longer. 

(To be continued.) 



A CATALOGUE OF THE LEPIDOPTERA OF IRELAND. 

By W. F. de Vismes Kane, M.A., M.R.LA., F.E.S. 

(Continued from p. 64.) 

Camptogramma bilineata, L. — Extremely numerous every- 
where. It presents every shade of variation from the bright 
yellow form, with almost obsolete waved transverse lines, and 
the pallid ab. (and var.) testaceolatay Stdgr., which occurs on the 
limestone districts of Clare and Aran, to the black variety 
isolata, Kane. Most of the variations occur with the type 
everywhere; but var. testaceolata and the banded aberration 
appear to be somewhat topomorphic ; while the var. isolata is a 
local form. A paper dealing with this subject appeared in the 
'Irish Naturalist' of March, 1896, to which I would refer for 
fuller details. Succinctly stated, the following is the gist of my 
researches on the variation of this species. The form with the 
margins of the median band, especially the outer one, shaded 
with fuscous and sometimes edged with black, which I call the 
" banded aberration,'' is found very widely both in Ireland and 
Great Britain ; but is occasional and somewhat scarce, and is 
rarely localised. It appears in company with clouded forms like 
those from Unst on the margins of bogs in Gonnemara near 
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Glendalough, Aasleagh, and elsewhere. This local tendency to 
dark scaling I attribute to adaptation to a moorland environ- 
ment, as here it appears to be in process of establishment 
as a local variety. On the dark, bald cliffs of Kerry, at Dursey 
Island and the neighbouring mainland, a very dark form occa- 
sionally occurs, more melanic than the Unst specimens, the fore 
wings being of an almost unicolorous fuscous brown, and the 
hind wings of an ochreous brown — ab. infuscata. Upon a rock 
islet, a considerable distance from the Kerry coast, where a sparse 
vegetation of thrift creeps up the slopes between the rocks, I 
discovered the var. isolata, but fear it has since disappeared, 
though then fairly numerous. The continuous Atlantic storms 
of the winter of 1893-4 soaked the shaven sward with deluges of 
sea-water to such an extent that it withered away in spring. 
This melanic form I consider owed its origin to protective 
adaptation coupled with complete isolation. The close herbage 
affording no refuge for imagines (which probably were of the 
mainland race already tending toward dark aberrations), they 
had to rest on the dark rocks ; and the paler specimens no doubt 
fell a prey to the birds and bats. Thus a stable melanic variety 
arose, and became constant by in-breeding. Among a large 
number taken on this islet on two occasions not one approached 
the ordinary coloration, but were uniform in their black hue. 
The following is a description of this interesting form : — Var. 
isolata. With all the wings of a sooty black, upon which the 
waved strigae and median band are marked in darker tone. The 
hind wings in some instances are shot with a yellowish tinge. The 
body and under side of the wings are also of sooty black. The 
size is above the average, which is a proof that the dark scaling 
is not a result of dwarfing or diseased conditions. 

Camptogroima fluviata, Hb. — I have only occasional cap- 
tures of this moth to record. It does not seem to be anywhere 
numerous, though perhaps this may be due to ignorance of its 
habits, and the appropriate method of capture. Howth and 
Malahide {B.) ; Limerick (T.) ; Timoleague, Co. Cork (D.) ; Clon- 
brock, Co. Galway {R. E. D.) ; Markree Castle, Co. Sligo ; Derry 
and Cushendall (C) ; Ballycastle, Antrim. 

Phibalapteryx tersata, Hb. — A single worn specimen of this 
species was taken in a garden at Howth, August 21st, 1891, by 
Mr. Maurice Fitzgibbon. Whether a casual importation or 
introduced with shrubs there is no means of judging ; but so far 
the capture is unique in Ireland. 

Phibalapteryx lapidata, Hb, — The late Stephen E. Pether- 
ston-H., a friend of Birchall, was the first to discover this insect 
in Ireland. He took it in some numbers on the range of moor- 
land belonging to his brother at Glenmore near Crossmolina, Co. 
Mayo, where I have since met with it. It can be taken at light. 
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as well as in the daytime, and probably exists in many other 
similar situations in Ireland ; as subsequent captures by Mr. 
Watts on the hills near Belfast ; at Leenane, Connemara, by 
Lieut. Walker, R.N., and Chapman (E.M.M. xxv. p. 213); and 
Lissadell, Co. Sligo, by Mr. Vivyan ; — show a vfery wide range of 
distribution. 

Phibalapteryx vittata, Bork. — This insect has undoubtedly a 
wide range, though it seems to have escaped the notice of many 
collectors in Ireland. For some years I only met with occasional 
examples ; until on the banks of the Shannon near Banagher, 
and at Belleisle, Co. Fermanagh, I found it very numerous. Mr. 
Watts reports it equally abundant in the marshes about Belfast. 
Other localities are as follows: Co. Wicklow (Bw.); Lough 
Oughter near Farnham, Cavan ; the Geragh (Macroom) and Cork 
(S.) ; MoycuUen, Connemara, and Clonbrock, Co. Galway ; 
Favour Royal, Co. Tyrone; Castle Bellingham (Thornhill). 

Phibalapteryx vitalbata, Hh, — As the food-plant Clematis 
vitalba is not indigenous to Ireland, but has been introduced 
into demesnes and pleasure-grounds, we cannot claim this 
species as Irish. Nevertheless, as in the case of P. tersata at 
Howth, a single specimen is recorded fron Clonbrock, Co. 
Galway, by the Hon. R. E. Dillon. I have, however, a note of its 
common occurrence at Mallow, but not having seen an example 
give it with reserve. 

Triphosa dubitata, L. — Kingstown (Greene) ; Howth, not 
rare; also specimens have come to the lantern of Rockabill 
Lighthouse off the Dublin coast. It is also found on the Co. 
Louth coast at Castle Bellingham (Thornhill); and at Grey- 
stones, Co. Wicklow ; also on the shores of Lough Foyle near 
Derry (C). At none of these coast localities, to my knowledge, 
is buckthorn found; and therefore the food-plant is probably 
blackthorn. The late Mr. Fetherston-H. was of opinion that 
Irish examples were more richly coloured than those of Great 
Britain with a purple gloss. In Galway it is not rare at Ardra- 
han (Miss N.) ; and at Clonbrock the hibernated females are 
fairly numerous when beating the sallows in spring. I have 
not seen the var. cinereata, St. 

EucosMiA UNDULATA, L. — Apparently widely distributed, but 
I have never found it plentiful. A few have been taken at the 
following places : Powerscourt, Co. Wicklow (B.) ; Cromlyn 
(Mrs. B.) and Cookesborough, four (Miss i?.), Co. Westmeath ; 
Kells, Meath (G. V. H.) ; Owencunliffe Glen, Killarney, numerous 
[W.)\ and near Kenmare; Glandore, Co. Cork (D.) ; Crossmo- 
lina, Co. Mayo ; Markree Castle, and Rockwood near Sligo ; 
Limavady, Co. Derry (the late Canon Grainger). 

CiDARiA siTERATA, Hufii, — Throughout Ireland, and in certain 
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localities very plentiful. The males vary in the strength of the 
red flush on the fore wings. The females differ in the depth of 
the green, which is often very rich and dark, without any red 
tint, and reducing the paler markings considerably in extent. 
Others are much paler, marbled with strigse, and pale patches, 
so as in some cases to approach a strongly-marked (7. miata. I 
have not seen the very dark banded female here, which is taken 
in the New Forest. It is useless to give more than a few locali- 
ties to show the wide distribution. Dublin and Wicklow, some- 
times fairly plentiful ; Cappagh, Co. Waterford, not common : 
Mucross, KiUarney, very abundant, and elsewhere in Kerry; 
Co. Galway, ditto ; Markree and about Sligo, not very plentiful ; 
Killynon, Westmeath, Drumreaske, abundant; Derry, scarce; &c. 

CmARiA MiiTA, L. — Usually commoner than the preceding, 
and of equal range. 

CiDARiA coRYLATA, Thtib, — Widely distributed, but somewhat 
local. Plentiful in some localities, but usually not numerous. 
It varies much in the median band of the fore wing, which is 
sometimes a very dark olive-brown without markings. In the 
lighter-coloured examples pale waved lines break up the centre 
of the band. A frequent variation is found in the band being 
much constricted towards the inner margin, in many places dis- 
connecting the wide costal portion from the rest. In the latter 
form the outer edge of the band is very deeply dentated, more so 
than in the normal form. I have never seen the Scotch form in 
which the yellow crenelations are absent, except a single example 
in Mr. Dillon's cabinet at Clonbrock ; and the var. albocrenata, 
Curt., seems absent from Ireland. Common in Co. Wicklow (B.) 
and Powerscourt; Killarney; common in parts of Galway; 
Markree Castle and near Sligo, scarce ; KUlynon, Co. West- 
meath ; Favour Eoyal, Co. Tyrone, abundant ; Farnham, 
Cavan ; Armagh (J.) ; Derry, a few (C) ; Ballycastle, Co. 
Antrim. 

CiDARLA. TRUNCATA, Hufu. — Everywhere common. The Irish 
insect seems to be a very sober tinted form. Very rarely have I 
met with any of the marbled and brightly-coloured varieties seen 
in English collections. As might be expected, therefore, the var. 
perfuscata, Haw., is occasionally met with ; also var. comma- 
notatay at Clonbrock and elsewhere. 

CiDARiA iMMANATA, Haw. — Extremely numerous everywhere ; 
and with a wide range of variation both among the dark and 
handsome coloured forms var. marmoratay Haw., and those with 
white median bands. Specimens of ab. unicolorata also occur ; 
but I have not seen the ab. thingvallata. This insect, therefore, 
does not seem to follow the above closely-allied species in adopt- 
ing a sombre livery in Ireland, though a very dark grey form 
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prevails on the mountains among which the river Eoughty takes 
its rise near Kenmare, Co. Kerry. Here it would seem that the 
moorland surroundings and the dark rocks upon which it rests 
have induced adaptive coloration. I took a large series here to 
test the uniformity of the pattern, which was remarkable. 

CiDABiA suFFUMATA, Hb, — Generally distributed, and usually 
abundant. It varies considerably, the median and basal bands 
being sometimes of a very blackish brown, with a pale trait on 
the costa ; but usually it is of lighter tint, and somewhat varie- 
gated with sinuous shading. The whitish bands on each margin 
of the median dark band are often darkened with fuscous, a 
transition stage to the var. piceata, St., which I have not taken. 

(To be continued.) 



FURTHER NOTES ON ANDRENA. 
Bt T. D. a. Oockebell. 

Andrena perarmata, n. sp. 

f. Length 9 to 10 mm., black; the head and thorax clothed 
with rather dense very long mouse-coloured pubescence, becoming dull 
white on the ventral surfaces, and black at the sides of the face and 
round the antennaB ; some few black hairs also on the scutellum. Head 
large, broader than thorax, facial gtiadratigle much broader than long, 
cheeks broad, and produced beneath into a right angle ; mandibles long and 
slender, ferruginous at tip, tuberculate at base, and produced beneath at 
the base into a prominent tooth, deeply notched within at some distance 
from the tip. Face and front dullish, clypeus strongly and quite closely 
punctured, area in front of the ocelli striate ; antennsB long, reaching 
to metathorax, wholly dark. Thorax dull, with a minutely roughened 
surface, enclosure of metathorax minutely roughened and ill-defined ; 
tegulsB shining piceous ; wings hyaline, iridescent, the apices faintly 
dusky ; nervures and stigma brown, the stigma very dark ; second sub- 
marginal cell small ; legs black, hind tarsi dark brown ; pubescence of 
legs long, mouse-colour ; anterior coxae large, swollen in front ; tarsi 
very slender. Abdomen shining, microscopically tessellate and hardly 
punctured, with thin and sparse mouse-coloured pubescence, not 
forming bands or concealing the surface ; some short black hair, not 
readily noticed, on dorsum of second to fifth segments ; hair of apex 
tinged yellowish. 

Hab. Seattle, Washington (T. Kincaid). Many specimens. 
March 15th, 1897 ; March 16th, 1896. 

Near to A, mandibularis, Rob., but that is smaller (8 mm.), 
with sparsely punctured clypeus and honey-yellow nervures. 
A.fragilis, Sm., differs at once by the shining thorax and pale 
testaceous nervures. A. nigrihirta (Ashm., as Cilissa) is also in 
some respects similar, but has not the peculiar head-characters 
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of our insect. The European A. ovina, Kirby (male), also 
reminds one a little of A. perarmata. 

In the Mesilla Valley, New Mexico, I have taken a wild bee 
{HalictuB pruinosus) as early as March 18th, but it is quite the 
end of March before the early AndrenidaB are well on the wing. 
Here we have 4. perarmata appearing at Seattle, so much further 
north, as early as March 15th, and in quantity ! 

Andrena ccerulea, Smith, var. nov. territa. 
? . Length about 9 mm. Differs from Smith's description of 
caridea by the quite long erect pubescence of the head and thorax 
being white, with some black hairs intermixed on the sides of the 
metathorax, and especially at the sides of the face. The pubescence 
of the legs is mostly sooty, but that on the anterior femora is entirely 
white, and the floccus of the posterior femora is pallid. The greenish 
fringe of the microscopically tessellate abdomen is quite marked, and 
the whole insect is rather of a greenish blue. The wings are hyaline, 
not noticeably darker at the apex, but throughout with a sUghtly dusky 
tint. Nervures and stigma dark brown, stigma pallid in the middle. 
There are no distinct hair-bands, but the sides of the abdomen show 
some shining white hairs ; the venter exhibits three interrupted white 
hair-bands ; the pubescence of the apex might be called obscure 
fulvous ; it is a kind of pale reddish chocolate. Flagellum after the 
third joint brownish beneath; clypeus tessellate, and with sparse 
shallow punctures, its disc showing prismatic colours — purple, green, 
and blue. Process of labrum broad and truncate. Mesothorax dull, 
minutely roughened, with scarcely observable shallow punctures; 
basal enclosure of metathorax roughened, scarcely defined at all. 
TegulsB dark chestnut colour, with some blackish hairs ; some blackish 
hair also occurs on the sides of the prothorax. 

Hab. Olympia, Washington (T. Kincaid). May 23rd, 1894. 
The following table separates the females of the blue Andrena of 
the north-west: — 

Pubescence of apex of abdomen black, of face also 

black ....... nigrocaruleay Ckll. 

Pubescence of apex of abdomen brownish, of face 
. mostly pale. 
Pubescence of thorax ochraceous, on metathorax 

black carulea, Sm., 1879. 

Pubescence of thorax white, the few black hairs 

inconspicuous territa ^ Okll. 

Andrena melanocJiroay n. sp. 
? . Hardly 7 mm. long, black, with short and thin dull whitish 
pubescence, inclining to mouse-colour dorsally. Facial quadrangle 
broader than long ; clypeus minutely tessellate, with sparse but strong 
punctures ; vertex granular, front below ocelli very finely striate ; 
antennsB dark, feebly tinged with ferruginous beneath towards apex ; 
first joint of flagellum as long as the two next together ; mandibles 
stout with bifid dark ferruginous tips ; process of labrum broad, trun- 
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cate with sloping sides ; mesothorax dullish, minutely tessellate, hardly 
punctured ; enclosure of metathorax roughened, scarcely at all de- 
fined ; tegulsB fascous ; wings smoky hyaline, nervures and stigma 
reddish brown, second submarginal cell broader at top than third; 
legs black, with shining pale brownish pubescence ; abdomen tessellate 
and impunctate ; apical margins of segments 2 to 4 with thin white 
hair-bands, very broadly interrupted on 2 and 8, and narrowly on 4 ; 
apex with fulvous pubescence. 

^ . Similar to the female. Face all black ; pubescence longer 
and paler ; at apex of abdomen dull white ; abdomen not obviously 
fasciate ; small joints of tarsi rufescent ; wings more yellowish ; 
stigma dull amber-colour with a dark margin. 

Hab. Olympia, Washington (T. Kincaid). May 9th to 25th. 
This little species has the aspect of A, zizice and illinoensis, but 
has none of the greenish colour of these species. Provancher's 
A. vestita, described only in the male, must be very similar to 
melanochroa, but will be known by the somewhat smaller size 
and the ferruginous-red tarsi. 

Andrena macgillivrayi, Ckll. 

Mr. Kincaid sends two females from Washington State, one 
from Seattle, May 11th, the other Olympia, June 2nd. The 
Washington form is a little larger (long. 11-12 mm.) than the 
type, the stigma is somewhat darker, and the face is a trifle 
broader. All the essential specific characters are the same as in 
the New York (Ithaca) type. 

Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. 



TORTEICES OCCURRING IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
CHESHAM LINE. 

Although there are a good many species to be obtained even 
in the neighbourhood of the stations between the Baker Street 
terminus and Willesden Green, it is not until we get beyond the 
latter and well into the country that we need think of alighting 
in quest of Tortrices. There are, however, some very decent 
species to be found in the neighbourhood of Kingsbury and 
Neasden Station, and a few hours may be pleasantly and 
profitably spent in a ramble around, especially if we turn in the 
direction of the Brent and Kingsbury old church. Harrow and 
Pinner have each something to offer, but we shall do better at 
Northwood, and it is this locality and the country around Chal- 
font Eoad that I have most frequently collected in. The latter 
is on the chalk and well wooded. Although Mill Hill on the 
Midland system does not properly belong to the ^district more 
immediately under consideration, I have included it because it 
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is not far distant as the crow flies, and it has produced several 
good Tortrices. 

The following is a list of the species I have met with during 
sundry visits to the various places ; but, with the exception of 
Mill Hill, I have rarely spent more than an afternoon at a time 
at any one locality. It is therefore highly probable that many 
more species would be found by more diligent working. 

TORTRIX PODANA, ScOp. = PYRASTRANA, Hlibu. {LoZOtCBuia ful- 

I'ana, Wilk. Brit. Tort., 1859; Staint. Manual, ii. 1859. Cacoecia 
podanay Meyrick, Handb. Brit. Lep., 1896). — Widely distributed. 
The unicolorous form known as var. fuscana, St., occurs more 
frequently than the type in St. John's Wood. I have seen 
frequent instances of '* assembling " in this species. 

ToRTRix XYLOSTEANA, LiuH. {Lozotcenia xylosteana, Wilk. 
Staint. Cacoecia xylosteana, Mey.). — A generally common and 
variable species. 

ToRTRix SORBIANA, Hiibu. {LozotcBnia sovhiana, Wilk.; Staint. 
Cacoecia sorhiana, Mey.). — I have only obtained this species at 
Northwood, but it does not seem to be very plentiful. 

ToRTRix ROSANA, Liuu. {LozotcBnia rosana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Cacoecia rosana, Mey.). — A very common species throughout the 
whole area. 

ToRTRix DiVERSANA, Hiibn. (Tortrix transitanayWilk. ; Staint. 
Tortrix diversana, Mey.). — This species has sometimes occurred 
in profusion at Mill Hill and Kingsbury. It seemed to affect 
particular elm trees. 

Tortrix heparana, Schiff. {Tortrix heparana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Pandemis heparana, Mey.). — Generally common, especially in 
the larval state. 

Tortrix ribeana, Hiibn. {Tortrix libeana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Pandemis ribeana, Mey.). — Also common, more particularly in 
fruit gardens. 

Tortrix corylana, Fabr. {Tortrix corylana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Pandemis corylana, Mey.). — I have only seen this species at 
Northwood. 

Tortrix unifasciana, Dup. {Lozotcenia unifasciana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Cacoecia unifasciana, Mey.). — Common almost every- 
where. 

Tortrix pallbana, Hiibn. {Tortrix icterana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Tortrix paleana, Mey.). — Larvae often abundant in meadows 
at Mill Hill, Kingsbury, Harrow, Northwood, and Eickmans worth. 
The perfect insect is not so commonly in evidence. 

Tortrix viridana, Linn. {Tortrix viridana, Wilk. ; Staint. ; 
Mey.). — Generally abundant. 

Tortrix forsterana, Fabr. {Tortrix forsterana, Wilk. ; 
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Staint.; Mey.). — This species occurs throughout the whole area, 
but appears to be only moderately common. I have generally 
obtained specimens from ivy and honeysuckle, upon both of 
which plants the larva feeds. 

ToRTRix MiNiSTRANA, Linn. (Eulia ministrana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Tortrix ministrana, Mey.). — Common. Flies rather high. 

DiCHELiA GROTiANA, Fabr. {Dichelia grotiana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Epagoge grotiana, Mey.).— Only met with at Mill Hill, but never 
more than two or three at a time. I used to beat it out from a 
hawthorn hedge under oak trees. 

Lbptogramma literana, Linn. (Oxygrapha literana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla literana, Mey.).— Once met with in a lane ad- 
joining Moor Park. This specimen was of the type form. 

Peronea sponsana, Fabr. {Peronea favillaceana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla sponsana, Mey.).— Occurs, but not commonly, 
at Northwood and Chalfont, always among beech. 

Peronea schalleriana, Linn. {Peronea schaUeriana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla schalleriana, Mey.). 

Peronea comparana, Hiibn. {Peronea comparana, Wilk. ; 
Staint.).— This and the preceding are found at Mill Hill, North- 
wood, and Chalfont. They are probably only forms of one 
species. Intermediates have not been met with by myself in 
the area here dealt with, but my series from Macclesfield, where 
the insects are common, comprises all the intergrades between 
typical schalleriana and comparana. 

Peronea variegana, Schiff. {Peronea variegana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla variegana, Mey.).— This variable species occurs 
throughout the whole area. 

Peronea aspersana, Hiibn. (Paramesia aspersana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla aspersana, Mey.). — One or two each year at 
Northwood, but the species seems confined to one spot. 

Ehacodia caudana, Fabr. {Teras caudana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Rhacodia caudana, Mey.). — Occurs at Mill Hill and Northwood, 
but does not appear to be common in either locality. Wilkinson 
gives Caen Wood, near Hampstead. 

Teras contaminana, Hiibn. {Dictyopteryx contaminana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla contaminana, Mey.). — Common in almost every 
hedgerow. Varies in colour from pale drab through various 
shades of brown to fuscous. 

Dictyopteryx l(eflingiana, Linn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Tortrix 
loejlingiana, Mey.). — Generally distributed, especially among oaks 
or in hedges under oaks. 

Dictyopteryx holmiana, Linn. {Croesia holmiana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Acalla holmiana, Mey.). — Occurs in most hawthorn 
hedges, but appears to be most abundant at Mill Hill. 
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DiCTYOPTERYX BERGMANNIANA, Linn. {Cvoesia bergmanniana, 
Wilk. ; Staint. Tortrix bergmanniana, Mey.). — Common among 
roses, both wild and cultivated. To obtain really fine specimens 
it is better to rear this species from larvsB, which are easily 
obtained. 

DiCTYOPTERYX FORSKA.LEANA, Linn. {CroBsia fovskaleana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Tortrix forslcaleana, Mey.). — Most maple bushes produce 
this species. 

Ptycholoma lecheana, Linn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Cacoecia 
lecheana, Mey.). — Generally distributed. Sometimes flies rather 
high, in the early evening. 

DiTULA semifasciana, Haw. (Brachytcenia semifasciana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma semifasciana, Mey.). — I took one example at 
Northwood in July ; it was flying over a sallow bush which I 
was examining by lamplight. 

Penthina corticana, Hiibn. {Antithesia corticana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma corticana, Mey.). — Occurs at Northwood among 
birches. 

Penthina betul^tana, Haw. (Antithesia betuletana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma betuletana, Mey.). — Not uncommon among 
birches at Northwood. 

Penthina caprWana, Hiibn. (Antithesia caprceana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma capreana, Mey.). — Two specimens bred from 
sallow shoots obtained at Northwood. 

Penthina sororculana, Zett. (Antithesia pralongana, Guen. ; 
Wilk.; Staint. Eucosma sororculana, Mey.). — I have a note 
referring to the capture of this species at Northwood, but I 
cannot find the specimen. 

Penthina pruniana, Hiibn. (Antithesia pruniana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma pruniana, Mey.). — Common in hedgerows and 
also in gardens throughout the whole area. 

Penthina ochroleucana, Hiibn. (Aiitithesia ochroleucana, 
Wilk.; Staint. Eucosma ochroleucana, Mey.). — Occurs in most 
lanes, but most frequently met with at Mill Hill and Chalfont. 

Penthina variegana, Hiibn. (Antithesia cynosbatella, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma variegana, Mey.). — Common everywhere. 

Penthina sellana, Hiibn. (Antithesia sellana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Eucosma sellana, Mey.). — I think this species occurs on the 
Midland Bailway bank at Mill Hill. 

Antithesia salicella, Linn. (Penthina salicella, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Eucosma salicella, Mey.). — Occurs on willows and fences near 
Neasden. 

Hedya ocellana, Fabr.; Wilk.; Staint. (Tmetocera ocellana, 
Mey.). — Generally distributed. I have taken a form closely ap- 
proaching var. hippophdana in St. John's Wood. 
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Hbdya aoeriana, Dup. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Gypsonoma aceri- 
ana, Mey.). — Common on poplars in St. John's Wood, but I have 
not met with it in any other part of the area. 

Hedya dealbana, Frol. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Gypsonoma deal- 
ftana, Mey.).— Mill Hill, North wood, and Chalfont; a variable 
and rather common species. 

Hedya neglectana, Dup. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Gypsonoma 
neglectana, Mey.). — I obtained one example of this species at 
Northwood. 

Hedya servillana, Dup. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Laspeyresia ser- 
villana, Mey.). — Northwood is the only locality that I know of. 
I have been unable to find larvae, and I have only one example 
of the moth. 

Spilonota trimaculana. Haw. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Notocelia 
trimaculana,M.ej.). — Generally distributed; affects whitethorn 
hedges. 

Spilonota ros^colana, Doubl. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Notocelia 
roscecolana, Mey.). — Occurs in June and July among roses, and 
seems to be pretty generally distributed. 

Spilonota roborana, Tr. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Notocelia robo- 
rana, Mey.). — Also a rose feeder in the larval state, and occurs 
in August in most localities throughout the area. 

Pardia tripunctana, Fabr. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Epiblema tri- 
pimctana, Mey.). — Generally distributed. 

Aspis UDMANNIANA, Linn. {Notocelia udmanniana, Wilk. ; 
Staint.; Mey.). — Generally distributed and common, but most 
readily obtained by rearing the moths from caterpillars which 
dwell singly in large conspicuous packets of bramble leaves. 

(To be continued.) 



NOTES AND OBSEEVATIONS. 



Chrysopa punctinervis, McLachlan. — The range of this interesting 
species in the west seems to be rather wide. On August 28th, 1894, 1 
took specimens at light at San Augustine, New Mexico, at the eastern 
base of the Organ Mountains. As the insect was not described in 
Hagen's monograph of Neuroptera, I thought it probably new ; but 
Mr. N. Banks kindly informed me that it was C. punctinet-vis, stating 
at the same time that he had specimens from Brownwood, Texas, and 
Fort Collins, Colorado. The only other Chrysopa I have positively 
identified from New Mexico is C. externa^ Hagen, found on alfalfa at 
Las Cruces, June 8th, 1894. Several other species have been provi- 
sionally identified ; but they are variable, and the material at hand is 
not sufficient for satisfactory conclusions. — T. D, A. Cookbbell; Mesilla 
Park, New Mexico, Feb. 20th, 1898. 
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HuMBiiE-BBBS IN New Zealand Killed BY Natiye Bibds. — ^In vol. 
xxix. p. 210, of the * Entomologist/ I referred briefly to some enemies 
of the introduced humble-bees in New Zealand. In the note referred 
to I also stated that we had observed the introduced starlings killing 
and conveying humble-bees to their nests to feed their young. In con- 
cluding the article I further stated that up to that time I had no records 
of native birds killing the bees. Recently, however, the tui or parson- 
bird (Prosthemadera novcB-zeaiandicB) has been detected killing them at 
Akaroa on Banks Peninsula. The case is remarkable in illustrating 
how new habits are acquired or family habits are developed in some 
species of birds when certain conditions are present. As the tui 
belongs to the starling family, and is one of the native honey- suckers, 
it is possible it also was killing humble-bees to feed its young when it 
discovered the honey- sac of the insects. The tui, while engaged in 
killing the bees, would discover their honey-sac, which would also lead 
to a continuance of the habit as a ready means of procuring their 
favourite food. An analogous case is also presented in some recently 
acquired habits of the starling. For two seasons I have observed what 
is undoubtedly an acquired taste and habit in the starling in New 
Zealand. Like the tui, it now frequents the flax-flats and sucks the 
honey from the richly mellifluous flowers. It is quite probable that 
the eating of the humble-bee's honey-sac by the starlings developed, 
or is now developing, the taste for honey in these birds. Owing 
to the three last successive seasons being extremely dry in the 
northern half of the Middle Island, there is a great scarcity of 
insect food, which probably impelled the birds to attack the 
humble-bees. In the newspaper report of the occurrence — which 
I am forwarding to the editor — it states that the humble-bees 
•* are deprived of their honey-sac, the body of the insects being 
otherwise uninjured." In the interesting editorial footnote to my 
article {L e. p. 212), Mr. Edward Saunders is quoted in reference to 
the great tom-tit (Parm major) killing humble-bees on lime trees. 
Mr. Saunders refers to the dead and dying insects as ^* having a large 
hole in the upper surface of the thorax, and another at the apex of the 
abdomen, the apical segments being removed.'' I have not seen Mr. 
Saunders's paper. But there seems to me no doubt that the tom-tit 
killed the humble-bees by extracting and consuming the viscera of the 
insects. It may possibly be considered tha^t this subject is more orni- 
thological than entomological. In my opinion honours are equal. The 
effects of environment on newly-introduced birds and insects presents 
a new field in which students of both sciences may readily observe the 
origin of new or acquired habits in their respective classes. Both the 
starling and tui are endowed with a high degree of intelligence, while 
anyone who has observed their habits knows their ready powers of 
perception. It would be interesting to know if any one of the three 
species of Bombi now acclimatised is more liable to attacks by the 
tui than the others. In some districts large areas of red clover (Trifo- 
Uum pratense) are grown for seed, and are fertilised by two forms of 
B. hortorum, B, terrestris is, as it is in Europe, a destructive robber of 
many flowers in New Zealand. Unfortunately I live on the open Can- 
terbury Plains, and far from the native bush where the tuis dwell, and 
have no opportunities of observing their habits in relation to the accli- 
matised Bombi.— W. W. Smith; Ashburton, N.Z., Jan. 9th, 1898. 
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Cnephasia oinctana not at Bloxworth. — A correspondent hae 
lately called my attention to the inclusion of Cnephasia cinctana in my 
list of Lepidoptera taken at Bloxworth in 1895 (Entom. xxix. 132), 
and asks if this is correct. I am sorry to say it is not so. The species 
intended to be given was C, sinuana, which, by the printer's error (very 
probably occasioned by my bad writing), was made into 0. cinctana. 
This last species has not, so far as I know, yet occurred in Dorsetshire ; 
while C, sinuana is a rare though regularly occurring one. Not having 
had an opportunity to correct the press, and scarcely even running my 
eye over the paper after its appearance in due course in the * Entomo- 
logist,' this error had quite escaped me, until my correspondent called 
my attention to it. — 0. P. Cambmdge ; Bloxworth Rectory, Feb. 28th. 

Heliothis armioera, Hb. — In reference to Mr. South's interesting 
notes upon this species (antet p. 17) and the other recent notices of its 
capture (ante, pp. 44, 46), it may not be without interest to state that 
there is a rather worn example in my cabinet, which was caught by my 
brother flying in the sunshine over the sandhills upon the coast, about 
four miles south of Berwick, in September, 1882. ' H. armigerah&s also 
been taken on two or three occasions in the neighbourhood of Burn- 
mouth and Eyemouth, to the north of Berwick, by Mr. William Shaw. 
— George Bolam ; Berwick-on-Tweed, March 5th, 1898. 

Melanippe tristata, L. — Referring to the aberration of this 
species mentioned by Mr. W. F. de Vi«mes Kane {antCy p. 11), I may 
say that I have a somewhat similar example, taken on the Northum- 
brian moors last season, in which the black markings are decidedly 
paler than usual, and the light ground colour of all the wings has a 
pronounced rusty tinge. — George Bolam. 

The Rhopalooera op Birmingham and District. — I have been asked 
to make some corrections with regard to my notes on the above {ante, 
pp. 42-44). The majority of the species came under my own observa- 
tion ; but I have been obliged to refer to past literature for several to 
make the list as complete as possible. The records to which I referred 
were chiefly found in the * Entomologist ' and a local list of Lepido- 
ptera ; but as they are both between twenty and thirty years old they 
are now out of date, and several insects probably no longer occur in 
the district. For example : Argynnis adippe is recorded in the local 
list referred to, but locality not stated, and is certainly not known to 
have occurred in Sutton Park for many years ; Thecla quercus, there is 
no authenticated record of its capture of late years in Sutton ; Lyccena 
agon {vide Newman's Brit. Butt.) has not been seen in Sutton Park 
for many years past. I may add that my record of Argynnis paphia is 
the first really known capture of the species in the locality mentioned 
of late years, as I have since heard. — Augustus D. Imms; "Linthurst," 
Oxford Road, Moseley, near Birmingham. 

[We supposed that, except where otherwise noted, the species men- 
tioned by our correspondent {ante, pp. 42-44) had been observed by 
himself. This appears not to nave been the case, but, on the contrary, 
it would seem that he has incorporated ancient records, and this, too, 
without indicating where and when such records were published. It 
should not be necessary to point out that the usefulness of a local list 
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depends upon its accuracy ; but as we are obliged to advert to the fact, 
we may further remark that one or two misleading entries in a list 
considerably reduce its value, even if they do not cause the whole com- 
pilation to be regarded as worthless. — Ed."] 

Migration of Anosia plexippus. — At a meeting of the Cambridge 
Entomological Club (Mass., U.S.A.), the President, referring to a 
statement made in a recent work on British Butterflies, that there 
was not a " scintilla of actual evidence *' to support the assertion that 
Anosia plexippus migrates southward in the autumn in North America, 
drew attention to the fact that three specific cases are noted by 
Eiley in his third * Missouri Eeport,' p. 161 ; and five others are 
reported in Scudder's * Butterflies of the Eastern United States,' 
pp. 729, 780, 1088.— (* Psyche ' for March.) 

Naphthaline. — According to the experience of Mr. Eustace E. 
Bankes, as noted in the March number of the Ent. Mo. Mag., a 
moderate quantity of naphthaline is a useful thing to keep in cabinet 
drawers ; but when used too liberally injury to the specimens is likely 
to ensue. 

PiN-BLACKiNO. — I find that the preliminary processes mentioned in 
my former paper on this subject (Ent. Mo. Mag. vol. v., s.s., p. 262), 
namely, the soda-soak and rinse and the immersion in diluted nitric 
acid, are unnecessary, and that all that is required is to put the pins 
("white") as purchased into a test-tube of suitable size, cover them 
with hydrosulphuric acid for a couple of minutes, and then pour off 
the liquid, and scatter the pins over a sheet of paper to dry. N.B. — 
When first turned out the pins are of a golden colour, but soon 
blacken on exposure to light and air. Pins prepared by this simple 
process possess great advantages over other black pins. Their surfaces 
are not liable to crack ; their blackness is duller, and becomes intensi- 
fied by age ; they are less liable to the action of the vapour of butyric 
acid emitted by rancid grease ; and, above all, the metal, particularly 
of the points, is considerably hardened. Surely for the attainment of 
so desirable a result the inconvenience of a few minutes' stink incurred 
in laying in a stock of pins of greatly improved quality, for a season 
or for several seasons, is hardly worth consideration. — H. G. Knaggs ; 
Folkestone, March, 1898. 

Gynandromorphous Specimen of Adop-ea thaumas, Hufn. — The 
reference to Leech's Butt. China, antef p. 52, line 1, should have been 
** (p. 698, pi. xl., fig. 7, male),'* and not as printed. 

Spring Lepidoptera. — On March 12th last I found a specimen of 
Panolis piniperda at rest on a tree- trunk at Esher, and my friend Mr. B. 
Prest took a male example of Amphidasys striataria [prodromaria) in 
Kingston. — W. J. Lucas ; 21, Knights Park, Kingston-on-Thames. 

T-ENiocAMPA MUNDA IN THE AuTUMN. — Mr. Johu F. ChurchiU (Ent. 
Mo. Mag. s s. ix. p. 66) records the, capture of a small example of 
r. munda at ivy last autumn. This seems to be such an exceptional 
occurrence that we venture to ask if any of our readers have ever met 
with this species, or any other of the genus, in the autumn. 
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SOCIETIES. 

Entomological Society of London. — March 2nd, 1898. — ^Mr. G. H. 
Verrall, Vice-President, in the chair. The following were elected 
Fellows of the Society : — Miss Margaret Fountaine, 7, Lansdowne 
Place, Bath ; Mr. J. H. Carpenter, Shirley, St. James's Eoad, Sutton, 
Surrey ; Mr. G. 0. Day, Parr's Bank House, Knutsford ; Mr. F. E. 
Filer, 68, Southwark Bridge Eoad, S.E.; Mr. E. Hamlyn-Harris, The 
Conifers, Hambrook, Bristol ; Mr. E. J. Lewis, 4, Elwick Eoad, Ash- 
ford ; Mr. T. Maddison, South Bailey, Durham ; Mr. W. H. Mousley, 
Orchard House, Mundesley ; and Prof. Enzio Eeuter, Helsingfors, 
Finland. Lord Walsingham exhibited a series of the larger and 
more striking species of XyloryctinaB, a subfamily of the GelechiidaB, 
especially characteristic of the Australian fauna. The series illustrated 
the life-histories and the great disparity in colour and form between 
the sexes of many species. He also gave an account of the family, 
chiefly from notes by Mr. Dodd of Queensland, with especial reference 
to the habits of the larvsB, which live in holes in tree-trunks, to which 
they drag leaves in the night for the next day's consumption. Mr. 
Gahan exhibited a locust, Acridium agyptium { = tartaricum), taken in 
a house in Hanover Square, and probably imported in vegetables. Mr. 
Kirkaldy exhibited species of water-bugs, including Enicocephalus culicis 
and Gerris robustus, both taken for the first time in Mexico. A dis- 
cussion arose on the reported occurrence of the San Jos6 scale, Aspi- 
diotus pemiciosus, in Great Britain. Mr. E. Newstead stated that 
during nine years' work on CoccidaB he had never once met with this 
species among scale-insects taken in this country and sent to him for 
identification. It was impossible even for an expert to distinguish 
it, without careful microscopical preparation and examination, from 
among the thirty or more known species of Aspidiotus, and any attempt 
to identify it on imported fruit by naked-eye observation, or with a 
hand-lens, was therefore quite impracticable. The risk of its dis- 
tribution by being imported on fruit was small ; there was, however, 
much more likelihood of its introduction on plants. At the same time, 
he saw no reason to suppose that it would be more injurious in this 
country than the common Mytilaspis pomorum ; in America the San 
Jos6 scale had several generations in the year, sometimes as many as 
five, but in this country it would probably conform with the habits of 
all other scale-insects at present investigated, and become single- 
brooded. 

March 16</i. — Mr. E. McLachlan, F.E.S., Vice-President and Trea- 
surer, in the chair. Mr. Champion exhibited specimens of Acanthia 
inodora, A. Dug6s, from Guanajuato, Mexico. This insect, a congener 
with the common bed-bug, was found in fowl-houses, where it attacked 
poultry. Mr. Wainwright exhibited a locust found alive in broccoli at 
Birmingham. The insect was identified by Mr. Burr as Acndium 
agyptium, Mr. Tutt showed a series of captured examples of CaUigenia 
miniata, varying in colour and the amount of black markings, one 
example being a clear yellow and another orange. The Secretary 
exhibited part of a series of holograph letters, &c., which he had dis- 
covered among old papers in the Society's Library, including commu- 
nications from Kirby, Spence, Darwin, Hope, Yarrell, and many other 
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entomologists. A paper by Mr. E. E. Green, of Punduluoya, Ceylon, 
entitled ** Further notes on Dyscrltina, Westwood," was read, and 
illustrated by specimens and drawings. The author bad discovered 
two distinct species of Dyscntina, whicl; he was able to keep in cap- 
tivity, and rear from the early larval stage to that of the imago. The 
characteristic abdominal cerci increased in length with successive 
moults, until in D. longUetosa they became much larger than the body. 
In the penultimate stadium they were lost without a moult, being 
probably bitten off by the possessor, the long basal joints alone 
remaining. The iinago was a typical earwig, the forceps being 
developed within the basal joints of the cerci. Sensory organs on the 
antennae and palpi were described, as well as the habits of both species. 
In the ensuing discussion Mr. M. Burr referred the imagos to the 
genus Diplatysy that of Mr. Green's new form being, he believed, a 
known species. The genus Dyscritina must therefore be sunk. Mr. 
Gahan observed that the fact of the forceps being developed within 
the basal joints of the cerci alone did not prove that they were not 
homologous with the entire cerci ; perhaps the internal structure of 
the latter was retracted by a histolytic process before amputation. In 
Forjicula he had found evident traces of meristic division in the forceps 
of embryos which were nearly on the point of hatching. Dr. Chapman 
read a paper entitled ** Some remarks on Heterogyna penelUiy" giving a 
full account of its life-history. The female was destitute of all ap- 
pendages whatever, and only left the pupal case for pairing, returning 
within it ten minutes later. It possessed an organic connection with 
the pupal case in the situation of the legs. The larvae were hatched 
within the case, and devoured the remains of the mother. On ana- 
tomical characters he assigned to the insect a place near the Zygsenidse. 
— W. F. H. Blandpobd, Hon. Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natubal History Society. — 
Feh-uary 2ith, 1898.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chak. 
Mr. Kaye, Worcester Park, Surrey, and Mr. Chatterton, F.E.S., 7, 
Clissold Eoad, Stoke Newington, were elected members. Mr. S. Stevens 
exhibited several fine varieties of Lasiocampid moths, including bright 
yellow-brown B. trifolii, B. quercus with semitransparent hind wings, 
a dark well-banded B. ruhi^ and a remarkably light L. quercifolia. Mr. 
J. A. Clarke, a series of the Lasiocampidae, including many fine and 
extreme forms of variation. Mr. E. Adkin, fine series and varieties of 
many of the same family. Mr. Tutt, an inbred series of Zygana 
filipendula, showing the gradual coalescence of the spots and the usual 
order of this joining ; a Brephos parthmias from Leicester, having yellow 
hind wings; and a yellow variety of Arctia fidigmosa. Mr. F. Clarke, 
photomicrographs of the curious scales of the aberrant Lepidopteron 
Pseudopontla paradoxa. Mr. Tutt read a paper entitled ** The Lasio- 
campid Moths," illustrating it with specimens, diagrams, and the 
blackboard. A discussion ensued, Dr. Chapman, Messrs. J. A. 
Clarke, R. Adkin, S. Stevens, Hillsworth, McArthur, and Tutt 
taking part. 

March 10th.— Ux. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Donisthorpe, F.E.S., 78, W. Cornwall Koad ; Mr. F. Bouskell, 
F.B.S., Leicester ; Mr. F. Lemann, F.E.S., Plymouth; Mr. Parkin, 
Battersea ; and Mr. Bevins, Clapham Common, were elected members. 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

The evening was devoted to the exhibition of a large number of ad- 
mirable photomicrographs made by Mr. Fred Clarke ; together with a 
number of slides showing details of the Odonata (dragonflies) made by 
Mr. Lucas. The slides were of particular interest, as the objects were 
chosen in many cases by other members and handed to Mr. Clarke, 
who photographed and most skilfully manipulated them for exhibition 
in the Society's lantern. — Hy. J. Turner (Hon, Bep, Sec), 

Birmingham Entomological Society. — February 21sf, 1898. — 
Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. E. 0. Bradley 
showed Capua flavillaceana, which had been common in Sutton Park 
last year, though in previous years he had only seen occasional 
specimens. Mr. P. W. Abbott, a very fine and well marked series of 
Cornish Lycmna avion ; also Gnophos obscuraria from Lewis, with var. 
calceolaria and an intermediate form. Mr. Bethune-Baker, two drawers 
full of the genus Colias, — Oolbran J. Wainwright, Hon, Sec. 



OBITUARY. 



John N. Young died somewhat suddenly on Feb. 13th last, at his 
residence in Rotherham. He was born in Lincolnshire, and as a 
young man spent several years in London. Between thirty and forty 
years ago Messrs. Guest and Chrimes acquired a branch of trade with 
which the late Mr. Farindon Lane was associated, and when he 
removed from London to Rotherham, Mr. Young, who was then one 
of his workmen, went with him, and thenceforth continued with the 
tirm until disabled by his last illness, which was of a lingering 
character. Mr. Young delighted to spend his leisure hours in the 
woods and fields, and his wide knowledge of natural history was 
acquired by patient observation and practical acquaintance with the 
objects themselves. As an instance of tbe enthusiastic way in which 
he carried on his entomological work, it may be mentioned that he 
frequently walked some ten miles or more to a favourite wood or other 
collecting ground, where he would spend the night and then tramp 
home again the next morning. He was elected a member of the 
South London Entomological and Natural History Society in 1888, 
and he had an extensive circle of entomological friends, by all of whom 
he was esteemed as a warm-hearted and liberal correspondent. 

John William Shipp died at 117, Cowley Road, Oxford, on Feb. 16th 
last, aged twenty-four years. From his boyhood Mr. Shipp was 
greatly interested in the study of natural history, and left the teaching 
profession to become assistant to the late Prof. Westwood, who held a 
high opinion of him as an entomologist. After the death of Prof. 
Westwood he had charge of the Zoological Department of the Oxford 
University Museum until the appointment of Prof. Poulton. Subse- 
quently he was engaged on entomological work in the Hon. Walter 
Rothschild's museum at Tring. As a practical entomologist he was 
both expert and assiduous, and his published papers on Coleoptera, &c. 
(Entom. vols, xxvi.-xxx.) afford evidence of his ability in literary 
research, and also show that he was admirably quaUfied to deal with 
his subjects scientifically. His early death is much to be deplored. 
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NOTES ON AQUATIC EHYNOHOTA.— No. 2. 
By G. W. Kirkaldy. 

1. Brachymetra bakeri, Kirk., n. sp. 

Apterous form. — First antennal segment four times as long as the 
second. Second rostral segment extending beyond the apex of the 
mesosternum ; third segment very short. Aiiterior femora cylindrical, 
incrassate, shorter than the whole length of the insect (from head to 
apex of abdomen), one-fourteenth longer than the tibisB, which are 
five-sixths longer than the tarsi, first tarsal segment one- fourth longer 
than the second. Intermediate and posterior femora subequal ; inter- 
mediate femora two-thirds longer than the tibiae, which are about five 
times as long as the tarsi. Abdominal segments simple. Long. 18 
mm. $ . Colombia (C F, Baker) ; my collection. 

Head, first antennal segment, first and second rostral seg- 
ments, pronotum, anterior femora, intermediate and posterior 
legs rufo-castaneous ; anterior tibiae and tarsi nigro-castaneous. 
Second antennal segment, metanotum and dorsum of abdomen 
blackish; third and apex of second rostral segments pitch-black 
(all these parts are more or less covered with short, rather 
coarse hair). Prosternum pale castaneous; mesonotum, meso- 
sternum, and venter of abdomen with short, dense pubescence, 
silvery-white on the mesonotum, lilac-grey on the mesosternum, 
and slightly redder in tint on the venter of abdomen. 

I am indebted to Prof. Carl P. Baker for sending me this 
species, and permitting me to retain the unique specimen for my 
own collection. It may be readily separated from B. albinervus 
(Am. Serv.) by the following characters :— 

Length 6-7 J mm., first antennal segment twice as long as second ; 
anterior femora incrassate, compressed, laterally dilated, one-sixth 
longer than tibiae, which are two and a quarter times as long as tarsi ; 
ventral surface covered with pale yellowish pubescence. (Brazil, 
Grenada, St. Vincent, &c.) - - - 1. albinervus (Am. Serv.). 

BNTOM. — MAY, 1898. L 
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Length 18 mm., first antennal segment four times as long as 
second ; anterior femora incrassate, cylindrical, one-fourteenth longer 
than tibiflB, which are five-sixths longer than tarsi; ventral surface 
covered with lilac-grey pubescence. (Colombia.) - 2. baken, Kirk, 

The introduction of this new species necessitates some modi- 
fication of Mayr*B generic diagnosis (Verh. Ges. Wien, 1865, 
p. 445 ; and Novara Exped., Hem., p. 178). The description of 
the antennae and the mention of the length-equality of the ante- 
rior tarsal segments must be removed to the specific diagnosis 
of B. alhinervuB. 

It is difl&cult to state a generic diagnosis that will succinctly 
distinguish Brachymetra from the other Halobatinse. Bianchi 
gives the following characters (Ann. Mus. Zool. Petersb. 1896, 
p. 71) : —First antennal segment shorter than the other three 
together, fourth not longer than third ; anterior tarsal segments 
subequal ; intermediate and posterior tibiae and tarsi not ciliate. 
The last character eliminates Hahhates, Eschsch. 

Unfortunately the third and fourth segments of the only 
remaining antenna are missing in B. bakeri; but, as the first 
segment is four times as long as the second, I doubt very much 
the stability of Bianchi's first character (shown in Mayr*s 
excellent figure of B. albinervus). The anterior tarsal segments 
in B. bakeri are, as shown above, distinctly unequal. . 

The other Halobatine genera differ as follows : — Hermatobates, 
Carp., is at once distinguished by the greatly incrassate and 
laterally-dilated anterior femora, and by the trisegmentate tarsi ; 
in MetrobateSy Uhl., and Platygerris, P. B. White, the first seg- 
ment of the anterior tarsi is very much shorter than the second ; 
while in Potamometra, Bianchi, Trepobates, Uhl., and Chimar- 
rhometra, Bianchi, it is much longer; moreover the anterior 
femora of Trepobates are not incrassate. 

The nearest ally, Metrocoris, Mayr, has the anterior margin 
of the pronotum strongly excavated, the basal process of the 
pronotum triangularly produced (not rounded), and the first 
segment of the anterior tarsi much shorter than the second. 

Having regard to the specific variation in the proportions of 
the antennae in the extensive genus Gerris, Fabr., it would seem 
well not to base other genera of the Hydrometridae principally 
upon such proportions. 

The length of the abdomen in Brachymetra (in both species 
the length of the head and pronotum combined is subequal to 
that of the a.bdomen) gives this genus a general aspect very 
different from most of the other genera of the Halobatinae, 
approaching in this respect the Gerrinae. 

2. Gerris, Fabr. 
In the third volume of Lethierry and Severin's Catalogue, 
Gerris is used as if it were feminine. It is presumably derived 
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from the Latin masculine word ^^gerres" (a small kind of pickled 
fish of inferior quality). Fabrieius, the author of the genus, 
employed it as a masculine word; but, without exception (I 
think), modern writers have treated it as feminine. These 
remarks apply also to its hybrid derivation Platygerris^ F. B. 
White, with its single species P. depressus. 

8. JEpophilus bonnairei, Sign. 

In his charming * Natural History of Aquatic Insects,' Prof. 
Miall writes (p. 380) that the adult JEpophilus is " found only in 
the month of October.'* Assured that this was a mistake, I wrote 
to Mr. Keys, who replied : " I have taken the mature Mpophilus 
in February, March, April, May, June, July, and August. I 
dare say it occurs therefore all the year round ... I have taken 
the greatest number at a time in May." Has anyone taken 
macropterous examples ? 

4. I have made an unfortunate mistake with regard to Say's 
New Harmony paper, stating that no copy apparently existed 
{ante, p. 2). My friend Prof. Uhler writes me that two copies 
of this exceedingly scarce paper exist : one (that from which Dr. 
Fitch reprinted in 1858) is now in the Library of the Boston 
Society of Natural History; the other is in Prof. Uhler's 
Library. The exact title of this thirty-nine-page pamphlet is 
• Descriptions of New Species of Heteropterous Hemiptera of 
North America. By Thomas Say. New Harmony, Indiana. 
December, 1831.' It would be interesting to know if any copies 
exist in Europe now. 



MIORO-LEPIDOPTERA TAKEN AT BLOXWORTH, DORSET. 
By Rev. 0. PioKARD-CAMBRroGE, M.A., F.R.S. 

This list was drawn up at the end of the season of 1896, put 
aside, overlooked, and then, in spite of every effort to find it, 
quite lost sight of until a few days since. If, however, it is 
thought worth inserting in the * Entomologist ' thus late in the 
day, it will show that the season of 1896 was not so barren a one 
here as I believe it proved, chiefly owing to drought, in many 
other localities. 

As regards the sequence of species in the list, I may observe 
that no systematic arrangement is intended. 

Sophronia parenthesella. — Fairly frequent at the middle of July on 
one spot on the heath. 

Aciptilia pallidum, — In its old locality very abundant on two even- 
ings (Aug. 4th and 5th), on which I caught forty-seven specimens, but 
scarcely to be found afterwards ; all were in the finest condition. 

l2 
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This interesting little ** plume " seems to defy all attempts to discover 
its life-history. 

Penthina ochroleucana. — A few on Scotch-rose bushes near my front 
door. I have taken it on these now for some years past, but never 
anywhere else. 

Peronea rufana, — ^Very occasionally, amongst sallows in a swamp. 

Nematois mifdmelltis, — Not rare in open places in woods among 
scabious {Scabiosa snccisa), but as they must be swept for, their condi- 
tion is seldom very fine. 

Cleodora cytisella. — ^Abundant among fern (common bracken), but, 
for the same reason as just given in respect to the last species, only 
one now and then in fine condition. 

Elachista monticola, — Abundant in a swamp ; one or two as early 
as June, but chiefly in August and early September. 

Cosmopteryx orichalcella, — Very abundant on one heath-bog, by 
sweeping and brushing. As the result of two or three strokes I had 
once over forty in my net at the same moment ; these, as they danced 
up the inside of the net, with the setting sun shining full up6n them, 
formed one of the most brilliant sights, in a small way, that I have 
ever seen. Even with the greatest care and watchfulness I could 
never detect this lovely little moth on the wing, and only twice spotted 
it at rest on a rush- stem. 

Laverna decor ella, — Not infrequent on whitethorn. 

L. lacteella. — Scarcer than I have yet seen 'it since it was first 
found here some years ago. 

(Ecophora lamhdella, — Occasional among old and dead furze-bushes. 

Pancalia lewenhoekella. — Occasional on one or two widely separated 
spots. 

Cerostoma horridella. — Very rare ; only two or three specimens. 

C, lucella. — Scarce ; the old bushes which used in former seasons 
rarely to fail, hardly afforded any. 

Zelleria insignipella, — Two or three well-marked specimens of this 
form, which, I believe, is now considered to be only Z. hepariella var. 

EupcBcilia geyeiiana. — Evidently had been abundant, but I was too 
late for it in very good condition. 

Phoxopteryx siculana. — Occasional. 

P. hiarcuana, — ^Frequent. 

P. inomatana, — Abundant. 

Cedestis farinatella, — Occasional on Scotch firs. 

Pcedisca bilunana. — Occasional on birch. 

Chauliodus illigerellus, — Abundant in damp wood-paths, open and 
swampy places. 

(7. chcBrophyllellus. — Very scarce. 

(Enectra pilleriana. — Bare. 

Brachmia moufetella, — Two specimens in orchard. 

Bryotropha mundella. — For the first time, on Bloxworth Heath. 
This form is not rare at Portland, under sandy and rocky ledges along 
the Chesil beach. 

Eupithecia linariata, — Two ^or three on wing, and several larvae on 
yellow toadflax. 

E. centaureata, — Occasional. 

E. coronata. — Very scarce. 
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Carpocapsa splmdana. — Bred from acorns, and also beaten out of 
underwood. 

Nannodia ncBviferella (stipella). — Bather abundant by brushing 
along among herbage under hedges. 

Oracilaria tringipennella, — Two specimens ; this is a very scarce 
species in this district. 

Gastropacha quercifolia, — One specimen, apparently only just out 
of the pupa, beat from a stunted thorn-bush on a bare down. This is 
only the second specimen taken here during many years. 

(Ecophora minutella, — One specimen on the window in my sitting- 
room. 

Mixodia ratzburgiana. — Not infrequent on spruce firs about the 
middle of August, but mostly rather worn. 

Elachista perplexella, — Several examples on a heath-bog, at the end 
of May and beginning of June. 



A CATALOGUE OF THE LEPIDOPTEEA OF lEELAND. 
By W. F. de Vismes Kane, M.A., M.E.I.A., F.E.S. 

(Continued from p. 88.) 

CiDARiA siLAOEATA, Hh, — Local and occasionally numerous, 
but with a wide distribution, though I have no southern records. 
Variation in three principal directions is observable, namely, the 
breadth of the median band ; its being broken into two portions 
by the connection of the parallel pale bands by either one or two 
streaks across its area; and the white ground colour of the 
hind marginal area of the wing being richly tinted with yellow. 
I have not seen any examples of the first of Newman's figures, 
which has a pale portion in the centre of the median band. 
Abundant at Clonbrock, Co. Galway ; also at Markree Castle, 
scarce at Eockwood, Co. Sligo ; scarce near Enniskillen {Part- 
ridge) and Strabane (C); abundant at Favour Eoyal, Co. Tyrone; 
and at Collin Glen, Belfast {W.) ; Farnham, Cavan ; Killynon, 
not rare, Co. Westmeatla. 

CiDAMA PRUNATA, I/. — I know vory little of the range of this 
species. I have only met with it about gardens, never in wood- 
lands, and have found it generally scarce. It would, therefore, 
appear that it is restricted to currant and gooseberry as food- 
plants. Kingstown, in some numbers ; Derry, abundant (C.) ; 
Armagh (J.); Killynon, Co. Westmeath {Miss R.). 

CiDARiA TEBTATA, L. — Very common on the sides of mountains 
throughout Ireland. Irish specimens are, by some collectors, 
considered often to vary from the usual British type by having a 
more purple tint. 

CiDARLA popuLATA, L. — Extremely common in ancient wood- 
lands. Varies in strength of colour of the median band, as well 
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as the brightness of the general ground colour, which sometimes 
is similar to C. dotata. I have not met with the var. musauaria, 
Prr., which is taken at Eannoch. 

CiDABiA FULVATA, FoTst. — Abundant where found, but appa- 
rently very local in Ireland. Kingstown ; Ardrahan and Clon- 
brock, Co. Galway {R. E. D.) ; Killynon, Westmeath (Miss R.) ; 
Armagh (J.) ; Derry (C.) ; Favour Eoyal, Tyrone ; Minehead, 
Co. Waterford. 

CiDARiA DOTATA, L.— More generally found on the coast than 
inland, and widely distributed ; sometimes abundant. Powers- 
court (B.) and Greenstones, Co. Wicklo\t ; Howth (B.) and Mala- 
hide, Co. Dublin ; Eathangan and Athy, Co. Kildare ; Minehead, 
Co. Waterford ; Killynon {Miss R.) ; near Sligo, abundant ; 
Inver, ditto, Co. Donegal ; Magilligan, ditto, Co. Derry, very 
abundant ; Ardrahan and Clonbrock, scarce, Co. Galway. 

[CiDARiA ASSociATA, Bovk. — I am extremely doubtful if this 
insect occurs in Ireland. Birchall gives Cork, Kingstown, and 
Powerscourt. Mr. Campbell states that it is abundant at Magil- 
ligan ; but I question if the synonymy has not led to an error, as 
the preceding species is very numerous there ; but I have not 
seen a specimen of associata from the locality. It is wiser to 
omit this species till its occurrence is definitely established.] 

Pelurga comitata, L. — Like C. dotata this is a coast-loving 
species, though found also inland. This is probably owing to 
the perennial abundance of its food-plant on the beaches, undis- 
turbed by the plough. It is very widely spread, and without 
being very common anywhere is frequently met with. Howth, 
common (B.), coast of Wicklow; Minehead and Dromana, Co. 
Waterford; at many places on the coast of Cork; Dingle, 
Kerry ; Sligo {Russ) and Markree Castle ; Coolmore and Stran- 
orlar, Co. Donegal; Dalyston near Loughrea and Clonbrock, 
Co. Galway ; Killynon, Co. Westmeath ; Tempo Manor, abun- 
dant {Langham) ; Belleisle, Co. Fermanagh ; also Co. Tyrone 
and Cavan, &c. 

EuBOLiA oervinata, Schiff. — Numerous at Howth and Sutton, 
Co. Dublin; Greystones, Co. Wicklow; Castle Bellingham 
{Thornhill); Eossbeigh, abundant, Co. Kerry; Mallow, Co. 
Cork (Stawell) ; Sligo. 

EuBOLiA limitata, Scop. — Avery common Geometer every- 
where. Varies considerably in the depth of colour. 

EuBOLiA PLUMBARiA, Fb. — Very common. It varies con- 
siderably, the ground being sometimes a warm grey, but 
occasionally whitish grey ; also the lines bounding the median 
band are sometimes slight and ferruginous, and sometimes a 
dark brown and suffused over the band. 
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Mesotypb virgata, Rott. — At a considerable elevation on 
Mangerton Mount near Killarney {B.) ; and at Newcastle, 
Co. Down (Bw.). 

Carsia paludata, Thnb. — Var. imhutata^ Hb. Birchall gives 
Howth as a locality on the authority of Mr. Shield ; but the food- 
plant is not at present found there, nor a suitable marshy habitat; 
and I should doubt the statement. The moth, however, exists 
on the bogs bordering the Shannon near Banagher, and thence 
to Ballinasloe; but it is difficult to meet with, being scarce. 
Some twelve miles further west, at Clonbrock, the Hon. E. E. 
Dillon has taken two. The food-plant is, however, fairly abun- 
dant in extensive bogs in that neighbourhood, not yet examined 
at the proper season. At Killynon, Westmeath, Miss Eeynell has 
taken two specimens. Doubtless the species exists in many of 
the Irish bogs. My series is more handsomely marked than the 
usual Lancashire specimens, and far richer in colour than two I 
have from Scandinavia, labelled by Sven Lampa var. sororiata 
and var. obscurata respectively. The former seems to be the form 
described by Staudinger as " forma dilutior, cinerascens, magis 
unicolor.'* It is of a dingy grey, marked with rather washed-out 
fuscous bands, and has no reddish tint. The latter, obscurata, is 
a darker brownish grey insect, with costal traces of the bands, 
the outer one more continuously indicated by a pale sinuous line, 
and near the apex there is a flush of ferruginous. Neither speci- 
men would be easily identified by anyone accustomed to our 
strongly-marked form, which belongs to the var. imbutata. 

Anaitis plagiata, L. — Widely spread, and locally abundant. 
The two dark bands which traverse the centre of the wing some- 
times coalesce about mid-wing. They are also variable in depth 
of marking, sometimes being very dark. The burnt sienna flush 
near the apex of some specimens is very rich, while in others it 
fails entirely. 

Chesias spartiata, Fwes.— Apparently has been overlooked 
by collectors. Near Derry, abundant (C.) ; on the slopes of 
Slieve Beagh Mt., Co. Monaghan. I have also beaten the larvae 
elsewhere, but have forgotten the localities. 

Tanagra atrata, L.— Local, but there plentiful. Widely 
distributed. Kylemore {Hon. E. L.), Clonbrock, Glendalough 
{Miss R.), Ardrahan, &c., Co. Galway; Markree Castle, Co. 
Sligo; Belleek {J.) and Tempo {Langham), Co. Fermanagh; 
Cromlyn {Mrs. B.), Co. Westmeath ; Stranolar, Co. Donegal ; 
Ennis, Co. Clare ; Tramore, Co. Waterford ; &c. 

(To be continued.) 
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NOTES ON LEPIDOPTERA FROM THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. 

By Fleet-Paymaster Gbrvase F. Mathew, R.N., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &c. 

(Concluded from p. 84.) 

We left Malta on April Ist, arrived at Ville Franche, near 
Nice, on the 4th, and remained there until the 28th, as guard- 
ship to the Queen during her visit to Cimiez. The town is situated 
on the slopes of steep hills at the head of a lovely bay, and above 
it are numerous pretty villas nestling among a profusion of olive, 
orange, poplar, carob, and other trees, and most of them are sur- 
rounded by delightful gardens. Above these there are patches 
of open ground covered with rough boulders, amongst which a 
variety of aromatic shrubs were growing and flowering in the 
wildest luxuriance, and beyond this, again, up to their summits, 
the hills were clothed with sweet-smelling pines. Everyone 
knows or has read of the beautiful Riviera, so I will not take 
up your space with an attempt to describe the lovely scenery. 
I must, however, just say that from one of the highest points 
above Ville Franche — Mont Vinaigrier — one can obtain a most 
magnificent view of Nice and the surrounding country. My 
collecting expeditions were chiefly confined to this open ground 
between the highest villas and the belt of pine wood, and to some 
open spots among the villas between Ville Franche and Beaulieu. 
I also made one or two excursions farther away to the slopes 
near the upper Corniche road. 

On April 5th I met with P. rapce, P. brassicce, C. edusa, and 
C. pamphilus in abundance, and took or saw several examples 
of P. podalirius (worn), O, c-album, P. daplidice, P. atalanta, 
P. cardui, G. cleopatra, L. megcera, L. argiolus, L. baton var. 
panoptes. Pyrausta punicealis was common among wild thyme, 
and Rhodaria sanguinalis abundant among sun-cistus and wild 
sage. On the 10th I went with a picnic party to visit Eze, a 
very ancient village perched on the summit of a lofty rock at the 
head of a deep gorge. It is some 1600 feet above the sea-level, 
and commands a splendid view. From Eze station the path, 
not much better than a donkey-track, winds in a zigzag fashion 
up the ravine, and was steep and difficult in some places. The 
sides of the gorge were clothed with olive and pine trees, and 
when we got higher up we met with ash, poplar, ilex, mountain- 
ash, willow, &c. Bushes of some kind of Genista were thickly 
covered with their pretty yellow flowers, and various kinds of 
Euphorbia, some large and bushy, were also clothed in their 
greenish-yellow bloom. Upon one of these I was surprised to 
see a fine specimen of Panolis piniperda enjoying itself, and a 
little farther on I took Agrotis puta. No fresh butterflies were 
seen that day, except one small Argynnis, which was probably 
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euphrosyne. It took us some little time getting up to the village, 
and several halts were made on the way for the purpose of 
admiring the scenery ; but when at last we reached the top we 
were amply repaid for our climb. At one period the village was 
evidently well fortified, probably when it was inhabited, some 
centuries ago, by the Knights of Malta. Above the village, upon 
the highest point of -rock, stand the ruins of a castle, and the 
view from here is simply superb. We had our picnic in a little 
meadow off the track, about a quarter of a mile below the village. 
It was a most romantic spot, and the long climb and invigorating 
air had given us all keen appetites. 

On the 12th I noticed the first P. machaon, and by the 17th 
they were out commonly, and were joined by Anthocharis carda- 
mines, A, euphenoides, P. m^era, L. icarus, and C. phloeas, and 
on this day I took the only specimen of Thecla rubi seen during 
our stay at Ville Franche. Cidaria sp. ?, Camptogramma hi- 
lineata, Minoa euphorbiata, and Mecyna polygonalis (1) were 
taken by beating. On 19th P. egeria and Spilothyrus alcece 
were added to the list, but nothing fresh was noticed after 
this date. Nests of the larvae of Cnethocampa were plentiful on 
the pines. If we had remained here for another month a great 
many more species would doubtless have been taken, and I 
should say from the appearance of the country that Lepidoptera 
would be abundant during May and June. 

We arrived at Suda Bay, Crete, on May 2nd, and remained on 
the coast of that island, principally at Canea, until July 6th. All 
the time we were there the country was in such a disturbed condi- 
tion that our admiral gave orders that no officers were to go alone 
outside the town, but were to be in parties of not less than two 
or three together, to be in uniform, and armed with revolvers, 
and on "no account were they to pass the cordon of international 
troops, which extended from two to three miles beyond the town. 
This made collecting rather a trying matter, for it is no easy 
thing to run after a butterfly in a blazing hot sun, with a 
revolver-belt round one's wrist, and with a closely-fitting tunic 
buttoned up to one's throat, not to mention the absence of 
voluminous pockets for the stowage of glass-bottomed boxes, &c. 

Canea, which is one of the largest towns in Crete, is situated 
at the corner of a wide bay facing the north. It is irregularly 
built, and the streets are narrow, dirty, and badly paved. It is 
enclosed by old walls and fortifications, with a bastion and ditch 
on the land side, the work of the Venetians. Beyond the town 
there is an extensive plain, which stretches away to the foot 
of the lower slopes of the range of lofty mountains which run 
from east to west throughout the island. It is very fertile, and 
contains vineyards and olive-gardens, and a large quantity of 
corn, maize, melons, garden produce, &c., is usually cultivated. 
Owing, however, to the unhappy state of the country, many of the 
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fields were lying fallow, vineyards were neglected, olive-trees had 
been cut down, and farm-houses burnt by the insurgents or the 
Mahommedans. 

On May 12th we left Canea and proceeded to Platania, a 
small village about six miles to the westward, to assist at and 
superintend the embarkation of the Greek troops who were 
leaving the island. We remained there until the 27th. About 
a mile and a half off Platania there is a small rocky island 
called Theodore Island. It is about half a mile long by a quarter 
broad, is hilly, very rough, the ground being covered with 
blocks of volcanic tufa, between which there was an abundance 
of vegetation, consisting of two kinds of stunted and very prickly 
bushes, the names of which I do not know, wild sage, thyme, 
peppermint, bramble, many bulbous plants, various grasses, &c. 
I landed on it several times and found the pretty little Cceno- 
nympha thyrsis, which is peculiar to Crete, in the greatest 
abundance, indeed they were so plentiful on flowers of pepper- 
mint that I frequently had six or seven in my net together. 
Besides these I noticed P. machaon, P. daplidice, P. megara, 
Satyr as semele, S. alcea, M. stellataruniy and several Acontia 
Solaris, A pretty Phycis was also extremely numerous. 

During June, in the neighbourhood of Canea and Suda Bay, 
I took the following : — 

Papilio machaon. — Common ; larvae on fennel. 

Papilio podalirius, — Common ; larvsB on fennel. 

Pieris rapa, — Black blotch at tip of fore wings large and distinct ; 
scarcely any black at base of wings ; under side of hind wings very 
pale greenish white, almost white in fact. 

Pieris brassicce. — Only one seen. 

Leucophasia sinapis var. dinieiisis, — Three examples. 

Colias edusa, — Common. 

Polyommatns phlceas, — A few, rather large and dark. 

Lycana astrarche, — Common and typical, but small. 

Lycana icarus. — Abundant. A remarkably small race ; some of the 
females, which are dark brown without any blue, are only five-eighths 
of an inch across the wings, and the males have the spots and 
markings beneath very small and obscure. The comparison between 
this race and the form taken a month later at Malta is very great. 

Lycana argiolus, — Common, flying over bramble-blossom. Females 
fine, and strongly marked. 

Vanessa egea, — Not uncommon. Generally found near habitations, 
and fond of alighting on walls. 

Pyrameis atalanta. — A few, but rather a stunted race. 

Vanessa cardui, — Abundant. 

Satyrus semele var. aristaus, — First seen on June 12th; rather 
uncommon, and difficult to catch. Females very fine and large, 
expanding 2^ inches across the wings. 

Pararge megcBra, — Abundant. 

Pararge egeria, — Abundant. 
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Epinephele lycaon, — Common. First observed June 10th. Found 
on waste uncultivated places. They do not fly much, and are fond 
of settling under banks, or on the shady sides of boulders or walls. 
The males with their wings closed are very like E, ianira. The 
females are not so numerous as the males. 

E, ianira var. hUpulla. — Abundant. Haunt shady lanes, where I 
have beat them from bramble and other bushes. The females were 
more common than the males, were fine large examples, and some of 
them varied a good deal beneath. 

Coenonympha thyrsis, — Common in waste places among wild thyme, 
&c., but nothing like so abundant as it was on Theodore Island. 

Spilothyrus alcea, — Common. 

Syrichthus malva. — One specimen. 

Hesperia acttBon, — Abundant. 

Hesperia nostrodamus, — One or two. 

Deilephila euphorbicB, — Several observed at night, flying in front of 
our electric lights. 

Macroglossa stellatarum, — Common. 

Callimorpha hera, — One at rest. 

Catocala sp. ? — One at rest. 

Camptogramma bilineata, Acidalia omata, Sterrha sacraria, Anaitis 
sp. ?, and several imdetermined species of Geometrae, were beaten from 
hedges; Scopula ferrugalisy Cramhus ckrysonuchellus, and another species 
of CrambtiSf were common among rushes. 

This is rather a poor list, and I was disappointed at not 
getting more. No doubt, had I been able to go for any distance 
inland, or up the mountains, I should have obtained a number 
of interesting species, for, as far as one could see, the country- 
looked most promising. 

We left Crete on July 6th, and arrived at Malta on the 8th, 
and remained there until Aug. 2nd, when we sailed with the 
fleet for a delightful cruise up the Adriatic. Our first place 
of call was Corfu, where we arrived on the 4th. This is a 
charming island, and looks a perfect place for collecting in. 
There are so many lovely walks, all among gardens and vine- 
yards and olive-groves, and the country is so diversified — 
mountains and plains, open slopes, wooded gorges, and marshy 
places. I should much like to visit it during May and June. 
We remained until the 12th, and stopped again on our way back 
from Sept. 21st until the 28th. I will give a list of the liepido- 
ptera I met with, omitting such common species as P. rapa, 
P. braasiccBy Pyrameis cardui, &c., and will not mention these for 
the future in any other list, except there is anything peculiar 
about them which may call for a remark. 

Papilio podalirius and P. machaon, — Both common. 

Pieris daplidice, — Both common. 

Leucophada sinapis var. diniensis, — The most abundant species, met 
with by roadsides, in olive-gardens, &c. These, of course, were a 
second or third brood. This is a favourite of mine, and I like to 
watch its gentle airy flight, as it flutters to and fro amongst the 
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thickest nndergrowth where, strange to say, it seldom injures its 
delicate wings. 

Colias edusa var. helice. — Two specimens. 

Hhodocsra cleopatra. — One male. 

Polyommatus phkeas var. eleus, — A few. 

Lycana telicanus. — Several. 

Lycana argiolus. — Common about bramble. Females were deposit- 
ing their eggs upon terminal shoots and small unripe fruit. 

Limenitis Camilla, — One fine male. . This, of course, must have 
been a second brood. 

Vanessa egea, — Common, but the specimens were small. 

Melitaa didyma, — Common, and the females vary a good deal, and 
some of the varieties are very interesting. A second or third brood. 

Argynnis paphia, — Several seen, and one taken on August 11th, 
late in the afternoon, when they were retiring for the night among ivy- 
leaves growing on trees in a gloomy little covert in the King's Park. 

Satyrus hermione, — Common, but difficult to catch. They are fond 
of sitting upon the trunks of olive-trees, and an old tree with a hollow 
trunk is a favourite place. As one passes they dash out, but do not 
fly far, generally pitching again on the next tree ; but they are very 
wary, and have to be approached with great caution. There were 
more females than males. 

Satyrus semele var. aristaus, — This species puzzled me a good deal 
at first. Semele, as we know it in England, delights in the sun, occurs 
in heathy localities, and upon downs near the sea, and when disturbed 
usually settles upon a stone, or upon a bare patch of ground. These 
were found sitting upon the trunks of trees in shady places, generally 
high up, were very wary, and flew off at the least noise, and then 
settled upon the under side of a branch higher up and quite out 
of reach. It was some time before I succeeded in capturing one, and 
then I could not quite make out what I had got. Two or three that I 
disturbed flew into some thick covert, and upon following them I dis- 
covered a good many sitting upon ivy-covered trees, upon the trunks, 
under the branches, and upon the leaves. It was very dark and 
gloomy, and not a place where one would expect to find such a sun- 
loving species as semele. Nevertheless it seemed to be their head- 
quarters, and I soon caught fourteen or fifteen of them, and might 
have taken more had I wished to do so. They were nearly all females, 
and large examples, very dark, and in fine condition, the females 
averaging 2^ inches across the wings. 

Pararge roxelana, — A few, but in poor condition. Habits similar 
to those of S, hermione, 

Pararge egeria and egendes, — Common in the King's Park. 

EpinepJiele ianira var. hispulla, — Common, but rather darker than 
specimens from Crete or Malta. Was still on the wing on Sept. 27th. 

Epinephele ida. — A few, but mostly worn. 

Ccenonympha pamphilus var. — A very interesting dark form. This 
may be a distinct species. 

Spilothyrm alcea, — Common. 

Syrichthus proto. — Six examples only, on Vido, a small island lying 
between Corfu and the mainland. 

Hesperia nostrodamus, — One or two, also taken on Vido. 
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No doubt many more butterflies would be obtained during 
May and June, and an excursion to the mountain chain of San 
Salvador, the highest point of which is 3000 feet above the sea, 
would produce some interesting species, but I was not able to 
undertake this. 

From Corfu we went to Valona Bay, on the coast of Albania, 
where we remained for a couple of days, but I was unwell and 
unable to land, for which I was sorry, as it was a wild-looking 
place, and I should most likely have obtained some fresh species 
there. We then went across the Adriatic to Brindisi, where 
we arrived on Aug. 16th. The country in the neighbourhood of 
the town is uninteresting from an entomological point of view, 
the principal road taking you out in a straight line for miles 
between never-ending vineyards. It was very hot while we were 
there, and the roads were two inches deep in white glaring dust. 
I never saw such dust in all my life. On each side of the mouth 
of the harbour there are extensive tracts of marshy ground, dry 
at the time of our visit, but more or less flooded, I was told, 
during the winter months, and here Satyrm statilinus var. 
aUionia was very abundant, and in fine condition, some of the 
females measuring 2| inches. 

The inner harbour forms into two portions, one arm extending 
to the right, and the other to the left, as you approach the main 
landing-place. At the head of the right arm, beyond the Ponte 
Grande, there is rather an extensive valley, through the centre 
of which, during the winter months, runs a small stream, but 
the day I visited it it was quite dry. Most of this valley was 
under cultivation — garden produce, maize, &c. — but there were 
some rough places here and there, where numerous wild flowers, 
especially fleabane and aster, were growing in masses. Common 
butterflies were plentiful, and among others I took some fine 
fresh examples of Melitaa didymuy including one or two nice 
varieties. L. bcetica was common in a field of French beans, 
P. podalirius and P. machaon occasionally settled on flowers of 
wild aster, E. ida was plentiful among fleabane, but worn, several 
each of S. alcece^ S. malvce, and H. nostrodamm were taken off 
wild thyme, and E. grammica was kicked up from rushes. 

We left Brindisi on August 21st, and anchored off Ancona 
the next day. The city is picturesquely situated on the slopes 
of a hill between the two promontories of Monte Ciriaco and 
Monte Mariano. There are some nice country walks beyond the* 
town, and good collecting-ground on the slopes facing the sea to 
the northward. In the latter locality Lycana telicanus was 
tolerably plentiful on flowers of fleabane, and a Zygana, angeliccs 
I think, was booming about in some numbers. This, of course, 
was a second brood. Pyrausta aurata, Scopula ferrugalis, and 
Acidalia ruhiginata were beaten from wild peppermint. 

We arrived at Venice on Aug. 27th, but there was no collecting 
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ing to be done then, for every spare moment of our short stay 
was occupied in seeing as much as I could possibly do of this 
most beautiful city. However, one morning, in the People's 
Park, I noticed P. machaon, L. telicanm, L. icarus, L. argiolus, 
H. linea, and the Zygcena taken at Ancona. 

We left Venice on the morning of September 3rd, anchored 
off Trieste the same afternoon, and remained there until the 
15th. During our stay we had frequent thunderstorms, with 
very heavy rain, but the most severe one was between nine and 
ten o'clock on Sunday, the 12th, when the sky was one blazing 
mass of lightning, and the roar of the thunder incessant, and 
it was accompanied by a terrific downpour of hail and jagged 
pieces of ice, some of the stones being as large as pigeon's eggs. 
This occasioned an immense amount of damage to the olive- 
trees. I was on shore the next day and noticed the ground 
beneath the trees thick with the fruit that had been knocked off. 
Trieste is a beautiful city standing upon the shore of an 
extensive bay, and running up the slopes of several hills behind, 
which are backed by higher hills, in some places under cultiva- 
tion, but elsewhere clothed with woods of pine, oak, and chest- 
nut. There are many delightful wooded slopes and valleys 
within easy reach, which in the proper season must be alive 
with insects. To one of these places, about four miles from the 
town, I made two excursions. The hill-side was about half-way 
between Trieste and Miramar, and I found the ground overgrown 
with scrub-oak, Spanish chestnut, heath, juniper, broom, &c. 
The heath was in bloom, and there were many attractive flowering 
plants besides. Butterflies were flying about in great numbers, 
the most abundant species being the brilliant Lyccena bellargus, 
which was very fine and fresh. L. telicanus and L. astrarche 
were common, and I netted one fresh female L. argiades. 
Satyrus briseis were numerous, but much worn ; S. semele typical, 
and still in fine condition ; S, statilinus and S. hermione, several 
of each, but not worth taking ; P. machaon, one fresh example ; 
C. edusa and C. hyale plentiful, and the latter very fine ; 
L. sinapiSf several ; Argynnis dia, three or four in fine condition 
but small; A. paphia or A. pandora seen; M. didyma, a few; 
R. linea, one, and Syrichthus sp ?, two examples which I have 
not yet been able to identify. 

Another good locality near Trieste is the Boschetto, a wooded 
hill at the end of the Via dell Aquedotto, which is laid out in 
numerous paths, and is much frequented, late in the afternoon, 
by loving couples from the town. Here, one day, I took, in 
addition to most of the species already mentioned, Satyrus actcea, 
P. egeria var. egerides, H.sylvanus, and Spilosoma fuliginosa, the 
latter, I should think, must have been one of a third brood. 

On Sept. 9th, while walking from Trieste to the Castle 
of Miramar, I saw a large fresh-looking female Limenitis Camilla, 
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flying about some honeysuckle, but not having a net with me I 
was unable to catch it. Surely this was very late ? 

We left Trieste on Sept. 15th, and arrived at Pirano the 
same day. Pirano is only some ten miles from Trieste, and is 
situated just inside Madonna Point, at the south-west corner of 
the Gulf of Trieste. It is an old-fashioned little town, with an 
old wall and towers which used to protect it on the land side, 
and an old fortress. There are many delightful walks among 
gardens and vineyards, and above them on the hill-sides there 
is a certain amount of uncultivated ground, where I met with 
most of the species I observed at Trieste, P. mara, of which I 
saw three or four, being the only addition. C. hyale was more 
plentiful here, and I saw another L. argiades. 

On the afternoon of Sept. 17th, while passing a fence by the 
side of a small patch of Indian corn, I noticed a brown-looking 
object near the ground, upon one of the palings, partially 
hidden among some sprays of common bindweed which was 
climbing up the fence, and upon stooping down discovered that 
it was a large full-grown larva of Sphinx convolvuli. It was 
almost the exact colour of the piece of rail upon which it rested. 
There was a quantity of bindweed growing among and up the 
stalks of the Indian corn, and I had a long hunt in the hope of 
finding more, but did not do so. The next day I was passing 
the same place, and stopped to gather some food, when I was 
pleased to find a small larva about a week old. It was If inches 
long, of a pale glaucous- green colour, thickly irrorated with 
raised white dots, with seven oblique white stripes, bordered 
above by a darker shade of green on the sides. Spiracles 
orange ; legs pink ; horn nearly straight, slender, yellowish green, 
tip black. On Sept. 26th, while we were at Corfu, I landed on 
Vido Island to procure some food for the above larva, which by 
this time was nearly full-grown ; and when I came on board I 
placed the bindweed upon a piece of newspaper, and when I 
removed it to put it into a bottle of water, I found two tiny little 
larvae, which I must have picked with the food, crawling over 
the paper, and two days after J noticed that there were three 
small larvae with the large one, so that there must have been an 
egg or another larva on the food. They appeared to be common 
on Vido, for on two other occasions when I went for food I 
picked either eggs or small larvae, as I had eight altogether when 
we left. The larvae fed up very rapidly, for the last just hatched, 
found on Sept. 27th, had buried by October 18th. The larvae do 
not assume their brown coats until after their last change of 
skin ; at least none of mine did. 

It is rather difficult to rear larvae on board ship. When they 
are small, and I know that they are not likely to bury or spin 
up, I place the food with a piece of stick in an ordinary wine- 
bottle, and then sleeve it, tying one end of the sleeve round the 
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neck of the bottle, and the upper part round the top of the stick. 
When they are full grown they are transferred to a biscuit-tin, 
with a square hole cut in the lid, over which I paste a piece of 
muslin; the tin is then half-filled with earth, and then it is 
ready for the larvae to bury when they feel disposed, and of course 
they are supplied with fresh food until they do so. This plan 
answers pretty well. Unfortunately one of my tins in which four 
of the convolvuli larvae had buried was jerked off a shelf by the 
concussion of one of our big guns, and I found earth and larvae 
just about to change had fallen into my washing-basin, and there 
was an awful mess, and the shock to the larvae caused them to 
produce malformed pupae, which I had to throw away.^ The 
other four are now (Feb. 15th) well and healthy, and I am rather 
curious to know when the moths will emerge. 

We left Pirano on Sept. 19th, reached Corfu on 21st, and 
sailed from thence on the 28th, arriving at Malta on 30th. Here 
we stopped until Nov. 5th, when we went to Marmarice, on the 
coast of Syria, where we arrived on 9th. It was then bitterly 
cold, and all the hills were covered with snow. Marmorice is a 
beautiful land-locked harbour, surrounded by irregular massed of 
lofty hills, mostly thickly wooded, especially the slopes facing the 
gullies. I should like to visit it in May and June, for it has 
the appearance of a likely looking hunting-ground. Next day 
I landed with a shooting party ; there had been a sharp frost 
the previous night, and many of the pools were coated with ice. 
I found a full-grown larva of A. atropos, and also a small one 
only a few days old ; this was bright green, with pale greenish- 
yellow stripes, and a long slender and almost straight horn. The 
former is now a healthy pupa ; the latter I left, and am doubtful 
if it ever reached full growth, for the cold must have killed it. 
This was about my last capture in 1897. 
H.M.S. *Hawke,* Alexandria: Feb. loth, 1898. 



TORTKICES OCCUEEING IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
OHESHAM LINE. 
(Continued from p. 94.) 

Siberia achatana, Fabr. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Cydia achatana, 
Mey.). — Not uncommon at Mill Hill and Neasden. May be 
obtained by beating hawthorn hedges. 

Sericoris bifasoiana. Haw. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Eucosma bi- 
fascianay Mey.). — Fairly common among Scotch firs in a small 
plantation near Midland station. Mill Hill. Larva feeds in the 
flowers of the pine. 

Sbriooris rivulana. Scop. (S. conchana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
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Eucosma rivulana, Mey.). — Some years pretty common in meadows 
at Northwood and MUl Hill. 

Sbriooris lacunana, Dup. ; Wilk.; Staint. {Eucosma lacu- 
nana, Mey.). — Generally abundant. 

EucHROMiA PURPURANA, Haw. ,* Wilk. ; Staint. {Eucosmapur- 
purana, Mey.). — Once at Chalfont. 

ORTHOTiENiA ANTiQUANA, Hubn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Eucosma 
antiquana, Mey.). — One fine fresh example of this species was 
found on a shop window in St. John's Wood. It had probably 
been brought in from the country as a larva or a pupa. 

Orthot^nia striana, Schiff. (Euchromia striana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma striana, Mey.). — I have only met with this 
at Chalfont. 

ORTHOTiENiA BRANDERiANA, Linn. {Euchromia branderiana, 
Wilk. ; Staint. Eucosma branderiana, Mey.). — Sometimes met 
with in the larval stage in folded leaves of grey poplar at North- 
wood, but I have only twice seen the moth there. 

Phtheoohroa rugosana, Hiibn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Commophila 
rugosana, Mey.). — Once met with in a field at Kingsbury near 
the dam of the Welsh Harp Eeservoir. 

Cnephasia MUSCULANA, Hiibn. (Lozotcenia musculana, Wilk.; 
Staint. Caccecia musculana, Mey.). — Generally distributed and 
common almost throughout the whole district, but most fre- 
quently met with in lanes bordering woods. 

SciAPHiLA NUBiLANA, Hiibu. {Cnephasia nubilana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Tortrix nubilana, Mey.). — Common in most hedgerows. 

SciAPHiLA viRGAUREANA, Tr. {Guephasia virgaureana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Tortrix virgaureana, Mey.). — A very abundant species, 
and as variable as it is common. 

SciAPHiLA HYBRiDANA, Hiibn. (Cncphasia hybridana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Isotrias hybridana, Mey.). — Widely distributed and 
often common in certain hedgerows. 

Sphaleroptera ictericana, Haw. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Tortrix 
longana, Mey.). — In meadows at Northwood in July. 

Bactra lanceolana, Hiibn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. ; Mey. — Common 
in most marshy places, but there is less variation among the 
specimens than is found in some localities south of London. The 
moth is on the wing throughout the summer. 

Phoxopteryx lundana, Fabr. (Anchylopera lundana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Ancylis lundana, Mey.). — Common in lanes at Chalfont. 
There are two broods, the first appearing in May and the second 
in August. 

Phoxopteryx mitterbacheriana, Schiflf. (Anchylopera milter- 
bacheriana, Wilk.; Staint. Ancylis mitterbacheriana, Mey.). — I 
have only met with this species at Chalfont. May and June. 

ENTOM. — MAY, 1898. M 
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GrRAPHOLiTHA BAMBLLA, Lion. {Hedya paykulliana, Wilk. ; 
S taint. Cydia ramella, Mey.)- — Often abundant at Northwood 
among birches in the summer. There are two forms, and these 
occur in about equal proportions. July and August. 

Grapholitha nisblla, Clerck. {Lithographia nisella, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Epiblema niseUa^ Mey.). — Occurs sparingly at North- 
wood, and most of the named forms are represented among the 
examples obtained there. July and August. 

Grapholitha oinerana, Haw. (Lithographia cineraria^ Wilk. ; 
Staint.).— Abundant some years on grey poplar at Northwood. 
A very much less variable species than the preceding. July. 

Grapholitha subocellana, Don. {Lithographia campoliliana^ 
Wilk. ; Staint. Epiblema subocellana, Mey.). — Of frequent 
occurrence at Northwood, Mill Hill, and Chalfont, but usually 
only observed towards evening when it flies over the tops of 
sallow bushes. End of May and June, and specimens have some- 
times been captured in August. 

Grapholitha minutana, Hlibn. {Hedya minutana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Cydia minutana, Mey.). — One example of this species 
was reared from a pupa found in a spun-up leaf of grey poplar 
at Northwood in the month of June. 

Grapholitha trimaculana, Don. {Hedya trimaculana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Cydia trimaculana, Mey.). — This very variable species 
abounds during the summer months among elms in all places. 
On the fences near the Kingsbury Station almost every gradation 
in the variation of the species was obtainable in 1883, a year in 
which the insect was even more abundant than usual. 

Grapholitha penkleriana, Fisch. {Lithographia penkleriana, 
Wilk.; Staint. Epiblema penkleriana, Mey.). — Only obtained at 
Chalfont and Chesham in July. 

Grapholitha njevana, Hiibn. {Steganoptycha ncevana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Endemis ncevana, Mey.). — Not uncommon amongst holly 
wherever that plant is established, but the species was of annual 
occurrence in St. John's Wood, in gardens where there was not 
any holly. August. 

Phlceodes tetraquetrana, Haw. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Epiblema 
tetraquetrana, Mey.). — Only noted from Northwood, but probably 
occurring in other wooded localities also. Generally a high 
flyer, and is on the wing around birch trees in the late afternoon 
during the month of May. 

Hypermecia cruoiana, Linn. {H. angustana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Enarmonia crudana, Mey.). — Bred from sallow obtained at Mill 
Hill, Northwood, and Eickmans worth. 

Batodes angustiorana. Haw. {Ditula angustiorana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Capua, angustiorana, Mey.). — Appears to be pretty 
generally distributed and sometimes very common. 
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Pjsdisoa oppressana, Tr. {Poecilochroma oppressana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Enarmonia oppressana, Mey.). — Common in June and' 
July on trunks of aspen at Mill Hill, but not observed elsewhere. 

Pjedisca cortioana, Hiibn. (Poecilochroma corticana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Enarmonia corticana, Mey.) . — Very common and exceed- 
ingly variable. At North wood the specimens exhibit a greater 
colour variation than in any other place in the area here referred to* 

(To be continued.) 



. NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

T^NiooABiPA sTABiiiis IN WiNTEB. — As bearing on the question of 
the autumnal emergence of the genus Taniocampa, to which attention 
has been called (antCj p. 97), I may mention that I took a single male 
specimen of T, stabilis on an oak-trunk near here on Dec. 13th, 1893. 
The weather was very mild. I took Cerastis vacdnii the same evening. 
Chdmatohia brumata was abundant. As illustrating the mildness of the 
season, I may mention that I gathered two heads of Narcissi in bloom 
out of doors on the same day. — F; J. Bbiggs ; Fursdon, Crown Hill 
R.S.O., 8. Devon. 

DiPTEBA IS NoTTiNOHAMsraBE. — Mr. Pcrcy H. Grimshaw has pub- 
lished in *The Naturalist' (pp. 89-108, March and April, 1898) a 
prehminary list of Diptera occurring in Nottinghamshire. Over 240 
species are enumerated, and of these by far the larger proportion are 
from one locality alone — South Leverton. 

Vabiation in Calymnia tbapezina in Russia. — Several forms are 
noted as occurring during July, 1897, near Moscow. The specimens 
were captured upon sponges soaked in beer and sugar. Besides the 
type, unicolorous light yellow forms were met with which were without 
the usual black specks. Most were reddish or grey, with the light or 
darker central fascia common to the species. One variety, however, is 
exceptionally noticeable in its departure from the type. The ground 
colour is muddy grey, closely dusted with black, so much so that the 
stigmata cannot be made out, while the fascia exists as a broad black 
band; the hind wings are clear blackish grey, with light yellow 
fringes. Other examples closely approach C. affinis in ground colour 
and markings. It would appear that C. trapezina is not generally con- 
sidered to be a very variable species in Eastern Europe. — A. Linde, in 
• Societas Entomologica,' xii. 180. — W. M. 

A Mexican Wax-Soale in England. — Dr. E. Jordan has just sent 
me specimens of a Ceroplastesj found at Tring on an orchid, Chysis 
aurea, Lindl., which had just been imported from Mexico. It proves to 
be Ceroplastes cistudiformis^ Towns. MS., Okll. (Zoe, 1893, p. 104), 
which was described as a subspecies of C. psidii, but is now regarded 
as a distinct species. Dr. Jordan's find is especially interesting, because 
this scale was hitherto known only from the original specimens collected 
by Dr. A. Dug^s at Guanajuato, Mexico, and had never been found on 
orchids. The genus Chysis is native in Mexico, but the particular 
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species, C. aurea, is given as from Chili in the * Index Kewensis.' — 
T. D. A. CocKERELL ; Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. 

Larva op Cidaria sagittata. — Mr. H. F. Fryer (Ent. Mo. Mag. for 
April, p. 76) relates bis observations on the feeding habit of the larva 
of C, sagittata in a state of nature. He states that when young it feeds 
on the flower-parts of its food plant, Thalictrum, and afterwards on the 
seeds, never touching the leaves, except when the supply of seeds runs 
short. This seems to be somewhat at variance with the recorded 
observations of other entomologists. It has been generally understood 
that the larva eats not only the seeds, but also the leaves, which it 
causes to wither by gnawing the stems. 



CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

Ntssia HI8PIDARTA.— I am informed by Mr. W. J. Lucas that a 
specimen of Nyssia hupidaria was obtained by Mr. B. G. Cooper, near 
Oxshott in Surrey, on March 28th ; and that Brephos parthenias was well 
out in the same aistrict on April 3rd. — Richard South. 

Captures at Watford. — On April 7th I found a female Amphidasys 
striataria (prodromaria) on a fence in this neighbourhood ; and on x\pril 
2nd I captured a male Taniocampa populeti at sallow, also in this neigh- 
bourhood. — P. J. Barraud ; Bushey Heath, Watford. 

PiERis RAP-fi. — On March 26th a rather small female PierU rapa 
emerged from a pupa which was bright emerald green in colour, and was 
found attached to a leaf of white jessamine in a garden in Kingston-on- 
Thames. — W. J. LUOAS. 

LYCiENA (PoLTOMMATus) ALEXIS (?) IN FEBRUARY. — Mr. Sydney Webb 
reports that a blue butterfly was seen by his son in the grounds of Dover 
College, on Feb. 15th. The identity of the insect was not ascertained by 
Mr. Webb, but he is of opinion that it was " a prematurely emerged L. 
icartia (P. alexia), the larva of which must have fed up instead of hyber- 
nating " (Ent. Mo. Mag. April, p. 87). 

Entomology at Interlaken. — I should like to call the attention of 
lepidopterists who may be working on the Continent this season to a 
collecting-ground at Interlaken which abounded with Rhopalocera during 
the short time I was able to spend on it. I was most kindly directed to 
this ground by a stranger, who said he had often collected insects for 
gentlemen, and seemed to be a well-informed, practical entomologist. I 
reached the ground by walking from the Hotel National, where I was 
staying, to the street in which the Kursaal is situated, then turning to the 
left and keeping straight on. This brought me into the open country, with 
fields on one side and rising ground on the other. The best part of the 
collecting-ground was a rough, steep hillside, covered with scanty vegeta- 
tion, but with plenty of insect life to enliven it. I was much delighted to 
see Gallimorpha hera, so rare in this country, flying about in the blazing 
sunlight and settling on the plants. Parnassius apoUo was another fine 
species found in this place, and in an adjoining wood I obtained Vanessa 
Q'uU)um in perfect condition, while Leucophasia sinapis was plentiful. 
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several often being on the wing at once. Unfortunately, having onlv one 
day's collecting, I was unable to work the place fully, or more species 
might have been obtained. In addition to the insects just noted, the 
following were taken on this occasion: — Gonopteryx rhamni, Melanippe 
galatea, Argynnis dia, Thecla w-album, Polyommatus argiolus (worn), 
P. acis (female), and a Limenitis, probably L. Camilla. — Graham Renshaw ; 
Sale Bridge House, Sale, Manchester. 



SOCIETIES. 



Entomological Society op London. — April 6thy 1898. — Mr. R. 
McLachlan, F.R.S., Vice-President and Treasurer, in the chair. Sir 
Archibald Buchan-Hepburn, Bart., of Smeaton- Hepburn, Prestonkirk, 
E. Lothian, N.B., was elected a Fellow of the Society. On behalf of 
Mr. Greenshields, Mr. Jacoby exhibited specimens of the longicorn 
beetle, Micropsalis durnfordi, Burm., from Patagonia. Mr. Green- 
shields, who was present, stated that this species, remarkable for the 
great development of the palpi, was originally taken by Darwin ; his 
own examples were taken hiding in thorny bushes in a dry water- 
course. Mr. Champion exhibited European examples of Harpalus 
frohlichiy a newly discovered British species. Mr. B. 0. Bower showed 
living larvflB of Caradrina atnbigua, an insect which had recently 
occurred in England in countless numbers. They were bred from ova 
laid by a female taken on the South Devon coast, and fed indis- 
criminately on low plants. Mr. M. Burr read a paper supplementary 
to Mr. Green's previous communication on Dyscritina, and referred the 
images definitely to the genus Diplatys, D, longisetosa, Westw., being 
a good species, and Mr. Green's new form proving to be D. nigriceps, 
Kirby. Dr. Chapman read a paper on the larva of Eriocephala allionella, 
which he stated to be essentially similar to that of E, calthella, pre- 
viously described by him. — W. F. H. Blandfoed, Hon. Sec. 

City op London Entomological Society. — March 15tA, 1898. — The 
Rev. C. N. Burrows exhibited a series of Calligenia miniata, showing 
considerable variation, some with scarcely any black markings on the 
fore wings, some orange, and two quite yellow in colour, instead of the 
usual pink or pale red. Mr. A. W. Mera, a cocoon of Eiiogaster 
lanestris, which he had broken into, and in which he had found the 
laxval skin of the caterpillar, two pupa-cases of parasitic Diptera, one 
large and one small, and the attenuated corpse of the dipteron which 
had emerged from the larger pupa, but which had not been able to 
escape from the compact walls of the cocoon. The lid of the smaller 
pupa-case was raised, and the legs of a dipterous imago protruded, but 
the fly had died in the skin, there being no room for its emergence. 
Mr. L. B. Hall exhibited Enoplops scapha, a large bug, and four beetles, 
Athous difformis (male and female), a species only found in the South of 
England, the female being very scarce, and having the thorax more 
spherical than the male; male and female examples of Campylus 
linearis. In this latter species the female is scarcer than the male, and 
has the elytra generally black, with testaceous borders, the elytra of 
the male being testaceous. All five insects were captured at Hastings. 
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Mr. H. Heasler exhibited a series of Scaphidium 4-maculatum taken under 
a rotten oaklog at West Wickham in February. The under sides of 
the male and female were shown, the centre of the metastemum of the 
male being depressed and pubescent; series of Agathidium vai-ians, 
taken under a decayed branch at West Wickham, in which the male 
has the left mandible produced ; a peculiar character which is present 
in varying stages of development in other members of the same genus 
(the members of the genus have the power of rolling themselves up 
into a ball) ; also several specimens of Ennearthron affine taken in two 
small pieces of dry boletus. Mr. E. M. Dadd read a paper translating 
and summarising Standfuss's work on 'Causes of Variation.' Dis- 
cussion followed, especial interest being shown in the author's 
definitions of albinism and melanism. Mr. Tutt, Dr. Chapman, and 
Messrs. Prout, I^icholson, and H. Heasler took part, Dr. Chapman 
being of opinion that the reason why albinic specimens occur sporadi- 
cally, whereas melanic tend to increase and found a race, might be 
explained by the fact that albinism is a sign of weakness in the 
individual, whilst melanism is the result of special vigour, and thus 
albinos die off, but melanic individuals transmit their variation to their 
progeny. — H. A. Sauz6, Hon. Sec, 

Lancashire and Cheshire Entomological Society. — March l^th, 
1898 (Meeting held in the Free Library). — The President, Mr. S. J. 
Capper, F.E.S., F.L.S., in the chair. There was an excellent attend- 
ance of members. Mr. Mosley, F.E.S., Curator of the Huddersfield 
Museum, read a paper ** On a new method of arranging a collection of 
Lisects, with special reference to Lepidoptera." He pointed out that 
four main objects should be kept in view — (1) Economy of space and 
of expense ; (2) facility in exhibition and examination of specimens ; 
(8) preservation from destructive agencies {e, g. mites, &c.) ; (4j 
avoidance of unlimited destruction of life. In expanding his four 
main points, he especially disclaimed any idea of diminishing the 
existing large collections, and was of opinion that every town should 
have a large students' collection arranged in the ordinary way in 
cabinets. At the same time he advocated a new system of arranging 
one or two specimens in flat glazed tablets, showing also the life- 
histories either by the preserved larva and pupa, or by drawings of 
these stages ; this he maintained was a cheaper method, saving space 
and expense ; and secondly, the insects being near to the glass, could 
easily be examined by a lens without opening the tablet ; at the same 
time the tablet could be held in one hand and the lens in the other ; 
two specimens could easily be compared ; all alteration due to inserting 
or increasing a series is saved ; and the cases, being hermetically 
sealed, are secure from the attacks of mites, &c. Such a collection, 
he maintained, would be specially useful to teachers, and would help to 
lessen the destruction of species by making *4ong series" unnecessary. 
He then dwelt upon the objects of the larger collections, and expressly 
stated that he designed this smaller form of collection merely as an 
index to the larger. After showing three mounts in this tablet form, 
and giving particulars as to actual cost and arrangement of the tablets, 
he dwelt upon the advantage of drawings of varieties and aberrations, 
which, with notes on the species, could be kept in the same form. He 
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concluded his paper by a short reference to other groups besides the 
Lepidoptera, and suggested that an index collection such as this would 
be useful in museums. In the discussion which ensued, the President, 
and Messrs. Pierce, Moss, Freeman, Cotton, Gregson, Loche, Wilding, 
and Webster made suggestions, and criticised the methods of the 
speaker. Mr. Capper exhibited a remarkable variety of Zygoma loni- 
cera ; Mr. Prince, spring captures ; Mr. Saxby, Acherontia atropos and 
Srnenntkus populi; Mr. Moss, preserved larvae; Mr. Johnson, an 
excellent series of varieties of Arctia caia, bred in January last, some 
of which were \evj dark specimens. Mr. Pierce exhibited a fine living 
example of Peripfaneta australasia ; and Mr. Freeman, eggs of Orthosia 
macilefUa, 

April ith, — The President in the chair. — Mr. F. W. Saxby gave a 
lecture on Photomicrography of Insect-structures. He used for illumi- 
nation a very powerful jet of acetylene gas. In describing the apparatus 
he referred to this gas, jet, the doublet condenser, the microscope 
without eye-piece, the sleeve connecting the microscope with the 
camera, and lastly the camera itself. He afterwards photographed a 
slide of the vertical section of the compound eye of Eristalis tenax. 
The negative (developed in the building) showed well the many lenses 
with interspersed hairs, the optic nerves, &c. The lecturer, assisted 
by Messrs. Pierce and Freeman, then exhibited several slides of insect 
anatomy, among which were frenula and tentacula of a hymenopteron ; 
front tarsi of Dytiscus marginatus, Mr. Webster exhibited Papilios 
from Lagos. Dr. J. Cotton exhibited a very long series of Grarmnesia 
trilinea var. bilinea, concerning which the President made a few 
remarks. 

Birmingham Entomological Society. — March 21st, 1898. — Mr. G. 
T. Bethune-Baker in the chair. Mr. J. T. Fountain showed a locust 
found in imported vegetables at King's Norton, and which had been 
identified by Mr. Malcolm Burr as Acndium mgyptium, Mr. P. W. 
Abbott, a short series of Phorodesma hajularia from Wyre Forest ; 
a specimen of Grammesia trigrammica with the outer half of the wings 
from the median bar very dark, and the inner half light ; also a series 
of Hecatera dysodea from the fens. He also showed a series of the 
Cornish Lycana arion for comparison with some also exhibited by 
Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker from the Gloucester locality. The Cornish 
ones were distinctly brighter, of quite a distinct type of blue, much 
gayer looking specimens. Mr. Bethune-Baker's specimens were taken 
in 1896, like the Cornish ones. Mr. Bethune-Baker also showed spe- 
cimens from Switzerland, the Amoor &c., all more like the Gloucester 
than the Cornish specimens ; distinctly dark varieties from Switzerland, 
the Ural, &c., var. alpina, and var. obscura from the Alps, and var. 
walensis, in which the blue had nearly disappeared, from the Ural ; also 
a number of other similar species of Lycana from Europe and Asia. 
Mr. E. C. Bradley read a paper on the Aculeate Hymenoptera, illus- 
trating it with eight boxes of insects, and some very good diagrams 
which had been drawn by Mr. A. H. Martineau. Mr. A. H. Martineau 
showed a box full of nests &c. of Aculeates in wood and pierced stems, 
also in illustration of Mr. Bradley*s paper. — Colbban J. Wainwright, 
Hon, Sec. 
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EECENT LITEEATURE. 

Proceedings of the South London Entomological and Natural History 
Society, 1897. Part II. Together with the President's Address. 
Pp. i-xvi, 69-166. 

The second part of these 'Proceedings,' extending to 114 pages, 
embraces the papers read before the Society daring the latter part of 
1897 and in January, 1898 ; and also the full reports of the meetings 
throughout the session, and other matters. The papers are : — ** Becent 
Examples of the Effect on Lepidoptera of Extreme Temperature 
applied in the Pupal Stage,*' by F. Merrifield ; ** The Drinking Habits 
of Butterflies and Moths," by J. W. Tutt; **The Wing and Larval 
Characters of the Emperor Moths, '* by Prof. A. Redcliffe Grote ; and 
** Notes on Hybrids of Tephrosia blstortata, Goetze, and T, crepuscularia, 
Hb.," by J. W. Tutt. In the President's Address the usual matters 
connected with the Society are referred to, the entomological work of 
the year reviewed and co-operation of workers in different branches 
of natural history advocated. We are pleased to note that the affairs 
of the Society continue in a very satisfactory condition, and that the 
membership is well on the way towards 200 in number. 



Economic Entomology. 

England. — Report of Observations of Injurious Insects and Farm 
Pests during the year 1897, with Methods of Prevention and Remedy. 
Thirty-first Keport. By Eleanor A. Ormerod. Pp. i-viii, 1-160. 
1898. London : Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Oo. Limited. 
Many illustrations, and a portrait of Miss E. A. Ormerod. 

America. — Report of the Entomological Department of the New Jersey 
Agricultural College Experiment Station. By John B. Smith. For the 
year 1897. Pp. 96. Eight plates and other illustrations in the text. 
Trenton : The John L. Murphy Publishing Oo. 1898. 

The Codling Moth {Carpocapsa pomonella). By M. V. Slingerland. 
Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station, Ithaca, New 
York Entomological Division. Bulletin No. 142. January, 1898. 
Pp. 69. Illustrated. 

Preliminary Notes on the Codling Moth. By T. D. A. Cockerell. 
Agricultural Experiment Station, Mesilla Park, N.M. Bulletin No. 25. 
February, 1898. Pp. 22. 

The Peach Borer: Experiments with Hydraulic Cement. By John 
B. Smith. New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station. Bulletin 
No. 128. February, 1898. Pp. 28. Illustrated. 

Some Miscellaneous Results of the Work of the Division of Entomology, 
Prepared under the direction of L. V. Howard. Pp. 98. Illustrated. 
Bulletin No. 10, New Series. U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Washington. 1898. 

Recent Laws against Injurious Insects in North America, together with 
the Laws relative to Foul Brood. Compiled by L. 0. Howard. Pp. 68. 
Bulletin No. 18, New Series. U. S. l)epartment of Agriculture. 
Washington. 1898. 
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ORTHOPTEEA NOT YET BRITISH. 

By Malcolm Burb, P.Z.S. 

(Plate II.) 

The following short notes are not uttered in the spirit of 
prophecy, but rather to direct the attention of entomologists 
collecting in Britain to certain species which, judging from their 
general distribution, we may not unreasonably expect to be taken 
in this country. The three species which seem to me to be most 
likely to be discovered are one earwig and two grasshoppers, 
namely, Chelidura acanthopygia (Gene.), Stenobothrus higuttuhis 
(Linn.), and Tettix fuliginosus (Zett.). 

Chelidura acanthopygia (Gene.). — The general appearance 
of this earwig may be seen from the figure. It is quite different 
from any of the species at present on the list as British. It is 
small, dark dirty brown in colour, with rudimentary elytra, and 
no wings. In the male the forceps are semicircular in shape, 
and unarmed, the apices nearly meeting, the branches slender 
and remote at the base. In the female the branches of the 
forceps are contiguous at the base, slender, straight, and un- 
armed, touching throughout their whole length, and crossing 
slightly at the apex. The chief points which distinguish it from 
its congeners are the broad abdomen, narrower at the apex, and 
the form of the subanal plate of the male, which is armed with a 
small blunt projection, sharply curved. This is not easy to 
distinguish at first, but can be seen from beneath with a lens. 

According to Brunner, in the early part of the year it is to 
be found under stones and dried leaves, and later in the season 
on shrubs and brambles. It occurs in Europe from Belgium to 
the Mediterranean, and is found in the North of France. It 
seems to prefer elevated regions, and might well be taken on 
the Downs. 

BNTOM. — JUNE, 1898. N 
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Stenobothbus biguttulus (Linn.). — This species, with the 
common English S. bicolor (Charp.), form a group of Steno- 
bothrus quite distinct from all the other species of the genus. 
This is Brunner's fourth group, characterised by the dilated 
mediastinal area of the elytra and the sharply angled ridges of 
the pronotum. 

Charpentier* was the first to recognize the distinction be- 
tween the two species, but they were imited as one by Pieber 
and by Fischer. Excepting Philippi,t de Selys Longchamps,! 
and Brisout, § all authors regarded them as one, until Brunner 
carefully distinguished them in his invaluable * Prodromus der 
Europaischen Orthopteren.* Orthopterists have since followed 
Brunner, and we owe to Krauss || an excellent essay on the two 
species. 

In his first work on French Orthoptera, Pinot IT allows him- 
self to say that **I1 m'est impossible de faire la separation d*une 
maniere certaine," but in his later and more comprehensive 
book ** he distinguishes them after Brunner. 

The difference between the two species lies in the venation 
of the elytra. 

In his synoptical table of the genus Brunner gives the 
following points of separation : — 

6. Area externomedia elytrorum baud ampliata, venis radialibus 
rectissimis. Area scapulari elytrorum vena longitudinali spuria 
instructa, venulis transversis rectis bicolor, 

6. 6. Area externomedia ampliata, venis radialibus prima et 
secunda subflexuosis. Area scapulari el. vena spuria nulla, vennhs 
transversis valde flexuosis biguttulus. 

These points are subtle enough, but with a hand lens are 
quite distinct. In the male biguttulus, the anterior radial, as I 
prefer to call Brunner's externomedial area, is far more strongly 
arched than in bicolor ; the actual marginal vein is stronger and 
thicker. In biguttulus the first and second radial veins are wavy, 
whereas they are quite straight in bicolor. 

The females are somewhat more diflficult. In biguttulus the 
scapular area has no extra, adventitious or spurious vein, and 
the small cross veins are distinctly wavy ; in the female bicolor 
the scapular area is furnished with a small spurious vein running 
parallel with the radial veins, and the small transverse veins 
are straight. 

* ' HoraB EntomologicsB,' 1825, 161. 

I Orth. BeroJ. 1880, 36, tab. ii. fig. 6. 
X Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg. vi. 51 ; xi. 31. 

§ In Yersin, "Extraits d'une lettre adress^e k M. L. Brisout sur les 
Orthopt^res d'Hyeres," Ann. Soc. Ent. France (3), iv. 1856, 48, note. 

II Verb. z.-b. Ges. Wien, 1886, xxxvi. 141, tab. v. figs. 4 and 5. 
IT Orth. de la France, 1883, 60. 

** Faune de la France, Ins. Orth. 
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Brunner lays too great stress upon the importance of the 
presence of a small black spot on the elytra of biguttulus where 
the marginal vein meets the radial vein. Krauss observes that 
this is also to be seen in bicolor, as I myself have noticed. 

Krauss criticises Brunner's diagnosis, and re-establishes it 
as follows : — 

Stenobothrus biguttulus (Linn.). — <? . Elytra valde dilatata, mar- 
gine antico arcuato-producto, area scapularis et externomedia ampliatsB, 
nitentes, pellucidsB, vensB radiales prima et secunda subflexuossB. 
2 . Elytra paolulum dilatata, margine antico arcuate, area scapularis 
leviter ampliata. 

Stenobothrus bicolor (Charp.). — J . Elytra parum dilatata, mar- 
gine antico arcuato, baud product©, area scapularis parum, area ex- 
terno-media baud ampliata, vensB radiales prima et secunda rectissimae. 
? . Elytra valde attenuata, margine antico subrecto, margine postico 
parallelo, area scapularis baud ampliata, angusta. 

Mr. Eland Shaw* was the first to recognize the fact that it 
is not at all improbable that S. biguttulm should occur in this 
country. In my * British Orthoptera '* t I have referred to this 
chance, and given, very briefly, the points of distinction. 

On the Continent S. bicolor is the commoner species, and 
occurs in fields and open places, whereas S. biguttulus is found 
in woods. Bicolor is found throughout Europe from the most 
northern districts to the Mediterranean Sea ; biguttulus is distri- 
buted, according to Brunner, from Scandinavia to the Alps, but 
does not occur in the extreme south. Finally, the stridulation 
of the two species is quite separate, but I cannot give the 
distinction, as I am not familiar with the chirp of biguttulus, 
which is due to the difference of venation. 

Tbttix fuliginobus (Zett.). — This rare species is at present 
only known from Norway, Lapland, and Siberia, but it might 
very well occur in the North of Scotland. It is considerably 
larger than either of the two known British species of the genus. 
Together with Paratettix meridionalis (Eamb.) it differs from 
subulatus in having the keels of the middle femora with the edges 
wavy, whereas they are straight in subulatus. With subulatus it 
differs from biguttatus in having the pronotum more or less 
flattened and not so tectiform as in the latter species, and in 
having the central keel considerably less elevated. {Meridionalis 
is essentially a southern species.) Fuliginosus further differs 
from subulatus in having the under part of the hinder tarsi 
sharply cut off into separate pads. This point is somewhat 
difl&cult to distinguish. Only the female is known to Brunner, 
who gives the dimensions as follows: — Length of body, 11 mm.; 
length of pronotum, 15 mm. 

Bellagio, East Grinstead; May 9th, 1898. 

* E. M. M. XXV. 1889. f I*age 87. 

n2 
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NOTES ON SPHCEEIA LARVARUM, Westw. 
By Geobge Howes and W. W. Smith. 

When staying at Orepuke, a small mining town fifty miles 
from Invercargill, I took the opportunity of visiting the gold- 
sluicing claims situated about one mile from the township, in 
what was at one time a large creek- bed, but which, when the 
miners started working at it, had long been filled in. The gold 
is in a black iron-sand which is found in two thin layers of 
shingle, one about fifty feet below the surface, the other about 
five feet below it. To reach the gold the earth has to be all 
washed away, and in washing it away large quantities of dead 
trees, ferns, and flax are washed out. In the trunks of the trees 
numerous specimens of the vegetating caterpillar (Charagia 
virescens, Walk.), called by the Maoris ** aweto,*' are found. One 
of the miners gave me two, each four inches long, but they had 
been kept for a month in a tin, and had become very shrivelled. 
The miner told me that when taken from the logs imder the 
earth they appear to be quite fresh and fat, and almost look as if 
they had just been killed ; yet they must have been buried in the 
earth for hundreds of years, for above them trees were growing 
of a very considerable age. 

The fungus which attacks the caterpillar sends out a stalk 
from its eye, which in the case of the two I possess is nearly two 
inches long. The body of the caterpillar becomes filled with a 
white woody substance, which preserves its shape. The logs 
they are found in are those of the rata tree (Metrosideros lucida). 
So far as I know, this is the first record of its occurrence in a 
semi-fossilized state. 

George Howes. 

Invercargill, New Zealand : Jan. 3rd, 1898. 



The valuable note on this remarkable vegeto-animal para- 
site by my young friend Mr. George Howes supplies an important 
item in the history and distribution of the species in New 
Zealand. In addition to its being the first record of the occur- 
rence of S. larvarum in the South Island, it is, as Mr. Howes 
observes, the only record of its occurring in a semi-fossilized 
condition. The interesting discovery will also definitely settle 
the vexed question of the identity oT the in sect -host of this 
fungus. For some years doubt has been expressed by some 
entomologists in regard to the larva of Charagia virescens being 
the host of S, larvarum. The last to doubt its identity was the 
late Mr. A. S. Ollifif, Entomologist to the Government of New 
South Wales. In a valuable illustrated paper on ' Australian 
Entomophytes,' Mr. Olliff discussed the question, and quoted 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES ON SPHGBRIA LARVABUM. 



129 



from several authors in support of his conclusions. The late 
Mr. A. H. Scott, author of * Australian Lepidoptera and their 
Transformations/ is thus quoted by OUiff: — "We think it 
probable that the stems and trunks of Metrosideros furnish 
sustenance for the larvae of the Charagia virescens; but these 
live and undergo their metamorphoses within the wood, effectually 
protected against injury from this particular fungus ; and it is 
equally probable that the external portions of the finer roots of 
the same or neighbouring plants afford nutriment to the larvae 
of such genera as pass their lives wholly in the earth, a state of 
existence which would render them exposed to the attacks of the 
Sphoeria (Cordyceps).'' Scott also stated that the host of S. 
larvarum has been incorrectly identified with the larvae of 
Charagia by Hooker, Dieffenbach, Doubleday, and Taylor. To 
these conclusions Mr. Olliff added : — ** In my opinion we have in 
these remarks the truth of the matter, and I am inclined to go 
even further, and to assert that all the larger fungi of the genus 
Cordyceps live upon, and at the expense of, subterranean larvae 
and pupae. In support of this assertion I would point to the 
fact that all the bulky species of which the hosts are definitely 
known have been found on root-feeding insects. As instances, I 
need only cite the Dynastidae, Melolonthidae, Elateridae, and 
Lucanidae amongst the beetles, Cicada amongst the Homoptera, 
and Pielus and Trictena amongst the moths. In all these cases 
the hosts are subterranean, and it follows that it is idle to speak 
of any connection between these parasitic fungi and the larvae of 
wood-boring or foliage- eating and free living insects. The best 
known and the most abundant species are found on the early 
stages — larvae and pupae — of Lepidoderma, Lepidiota, Rhysso- 
notu8y Cicada, Pielus, and Trictena, all of which live under- 
ground at the roots of plants. It is obvious," says our author, 
"that it would be impossible for large and highly-developed 
fiangi, such as Cordyceps, which are sometimes of large dimen- 
sions, and which are frequently found growing at right angles to 
the axis of the body of their host, to grow within the narrow 
limits of the burrows made by these larvae . within their food- 
plants." These remarks also embody the opinions of a number 
of eminent entomologists. 

Mr. Howes was careful to ascertain that these large larvae 
with partially developed S. larvarum attached were found in situ, 
and were carefully extracted from the buried logs of Metrosideros 
lucida. Notwithstanding that they have been entombed for 
centuries, the fact appears incontrovertible that the parasitic 
Sphoeria attacks and partially develops on the larvae of Charagia 
within their burrows in the rata timber. There is no lepi- 
dopterous or other larvae known to attain the size of those of 
Charagia virescens in New Zealand. The larvae of the large 
longicorn beetle (Prionoplus reticularis) burrows in several tim- 
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bers, but is free — at least so far as is known at present — from the 
attacks of S. larvarum. The larvsB of Charagia virescens are the 
only known forms to attack rata timber. From the researches 
of Sir Walter BuUer, it is evident that the Sphoeria occurs in 
many parts of the native forests in the North Island away from 
rata trees (Entom. 1895, 174). A perfect exaimination of the 
habitats of S. larvarum, and 6i the various sized larvae found 
attacked by this entomophyte, is indispensably requisite in order 
to ascertain if one or more species of larva is attacked. 

The numerous empty burrows of various depths of Charagia 
virescens occurring in rata trees suggest that the larvae were 
attacked by the Sphceria and sickened, and left their burrows to 
perish in the humus around the trees where the fungus flourishes. 
My young friend's interesting discovery of the Charagia larvae in 
the rata logs places the matter beyond doubt that they are 
occasionally attacked by S. larvarum in their burrows. 

W. W. Smith. 
Ashburton, New Zealand : March, 1898. 



SOME NEW COCCIDiE OF THE SUBFAMILY LECANIIN^. 
By T. D. a. Cookeeell, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

Ptilvinaria marmorata, n. sp. 

? . With ovisac 11 to 18 mm. long, the scale itself 4 mm. ; ovisac 
8 mm. broad, cyhndrical, firm, scarcely grooved, not adherent to 
objects which touch it ; shrivelled female marbled with ochreous and 
black, margin dark, dorsum with a broad light longitudinal band, 
patches of glassy secretion here and there. Eggs pale yellow with a 
slight pinkish tinge. 

? . Boiled in caustic potash, stains the liquid Ught brown. Skin 
colourless, legs and antennae yellow-brown. Antennse 8-segmented, 
formula (13)248(56)7 ; first four segments not far from equal, 2 about 
two-thirds the length of 8. Rostral loop short. Legs ordinary; 
femur more than twice as thick as tarsus ; tibiae about three-fifths 
length of tarsus. Claw stout, rather long; all the digitules slender. 
Margin with short simple spines, few in number. 

? . Before forming ovisac LecaniurnAikey very convex, 4 J mm. 
long, 8 wide, 8 high, yellowish brown, speckled with black, with many 
little nodules of glassy secretion ; back with a broad light band, 
across which dark lines mark the sutures between the segments. 
Younger examples are light yellowish, nodulose, with hardly any dark 
mottling. 

Hab. Dripping Spring, Organ Mts., New Mexico, April 24th, 
1898 (CklL). It occurs on a small bushy perennial herbaceous 
plant, which I have not seen in flower. It has sublinear leaves 
dotted with glands. 
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Prom p. marmorata I bred a female parasite, Coccophagus 
lecanii (Pitch). 

Lecanium (Calymnatus) impar, n. sp. 

? . Scale flat, 2i mm. long, IJ broad, dark chestnut-brown, with 
delicate raised lines radiating from the margin. Outline oblong or 
suboval, but always inequilateral, one side being nearly straight, the 
other well rounded out. 

2 . After boiling semi-transparent, very light brown, not divided 
into plates, but segmentation visible at the margins. Skin not reticu- 
lated ; sparsely beset with minute glands ; a broad marginal area 
thickly beset with rather large hyaline spaces, arranged mostly in 
irregular rows radiating from the margin, often double. Anal plates 
with their outer sides about equal. Posterior cleft quite long. Two 
more or less distinct rows of large hyaline spaces in the middle line, 
between the anus and the mouth ; these spaces are often small and in 
little groups, and when large they exhibit small round gland-spots upon 
them. Margin with extremely minute simple brisUes, very few in 
number. Stigmatal spines in threes, short, sunken wholly beneath 
the lateral margin of the scale. Eostral loop very short. Legs and 
antennaa well formed, colourless ; antennsB 6-segmented, 8 very much 
longest, longer than 1 + 2, and usually longer than 4 + 6 -f 6 ; formula 
8261 (45) ; 2 and 8 each a pair of bristles near the end. Legs slender, 
femur rather short, tibio-tarsus long, the tarsus about two-thirds the 
length of the tibia, but the articulation very obscure, often not dis- 
cernible, and as the tarsus is constricted near its middle, there seems 
to be a very long tibia with an extremely short tarsus. Tibia and 
tarsus each with a strong bristle not far from the end ; tarsal digitules 
filiform but moderately stout, with distinct knobs ; claw digitules stout, 
extending far beyond claw. The females studied contain embryos. 

Hab. Las Minas, Tabasco, Mexico, June 3rd, 1897, on 
leaves of " Escobillo*' (Townsend). Sent by Dr. L. 0. Howard ; 
Div. Entomology, No. 7808. Some are infested by a parasitic 
fungus, apparently an Aschersonia. L. impar is allied to L. 
acuminatum, Signoret. Superficially it looks a good deal like 
L, tessellatum, 

Lecanium (Evlecanium) subaustrale, n sp. 

? . Scale 6^ mm. long, 8 wide, 2^ high ; very like L. magnoliarum, 
but rich dark ferruginous or chestnut colour, instead of brown, and 
without any blackish marbling ; surface rather shiny, rugose and 
faintly tuberculate, not distinctly tuberculate as in magnoUarum. 
Much roughened at the sides, but not punctured as in L. quercifex. A 
hardly noticeable tendency to a dorsal keel. Skin (after boiling, by 
transmitted light) yellowish, chitinous, tessellated in the Evlecanium 
manner, with round gland-pits of various sizes, some quite large. 
Legs well formed, slender, coxa quite long, tibia hardly longer than 
tarsus with claw ; claw stout ; all the digitules filiform, with small but 
distinct knobs ; digitules of claw extending considerably beyond the 
claw-tip, and a little beyond tip of tarsal digitules. Margin with 
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simple spines at very long intervals. AntennsB broken in the speci- 
mens studied. 

Hah. Amecameca, Mexico, June 7th, 1897, on Celtis occi- 
dentoMs (?), infesting the twigs {A. Koebele, No. 1758). Sent by 
Dr. L. 0. Howard ; Div. Ent. No. 7923. L. suhauBtrale is not 
related to any species known from the same region, but resembles 
several European forms — L. elon^atum, genistre, berberidis, 
and mori. 

Lecanium {ToumeyeUa) tubuliferum, n. sp. 

? . Scale 5J mm. long, 4^ broad, 4 high, when dried ; but evi- 
dently larger when fresh, as it is distorted and shrunken from drying. 
Four dorsal longitudinal rows of pits, and many small pits at the 
sides. Colour light brown, rufescent towards the margin,. Surface 
with a thin, inconspicuous, easily deciduous, glassy covering. 

? . Boiled in caustic potash, gives a dark madder-brown colour. 
After prolonged boiling the skin becomes transparent, suffused with 
brown, but not chitinous. It is very thickly beset with small tubular 
glands. There are also some large glandular patches, and in places 
immense numbers of bulbous glands, looking like knobbed processes. 
AntennsB rudimentary, minute, brown, bristly at tip. Legs absent. 
Margin, at least in an immature example, with very small spines at 
rather long intervals. 

Hab. On twigs of Quercus engelmanni, with Kermes grandis, 
Amecameca, Mexico, May 25th, 1897 {Koebele,liio. 1756). Sent 
by Dr. Howard ; Div. Ent. 7920 (in part). 

Lecanium perconvexum, n. sp. . 

2 . Scale SJ mm. long, 2^ high, 2 wide ; very convex, brown- 
black, not very shiny ; with minute specks of a lighter colour, and 
irregular patches of dull white waxy secretion, especially at the sides. 

? . AntennsB represented by a short thick bristly protuberance. 
Legs very short, stout, tapering, with about the form of a carrot, 
femur and tibia broader than long. Skin chitinous, yellowish brown, 
with numerous large round and oval gland-pits, and some small glands 
interspersed. Marginal spines very small, simple. 

<y . Scale very small, scarcely over 1 mm. long, about f mm. 
broad, pale brownish, shiny, wrinkled, covered with a coating of dull 
white secretion, which is easily deciduous. 

Hab. On Nectandra, Campinas, Brazil, Dec. 20th, 1897 
(F. Noack). I sent Dr. Noack a more detailed account to pub- 
lish in Brazil, but the essential characters are here given for the 
greater convenience of students. L. perconvexum is related to 
L. punctatum, scrobiculatum, imbricatum, and urichi. 

Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. : April 28th, 1898. 
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TORTRICES OCCURRING IN THE VICINITY OF THE 
CHESHAM LINE. 

(Concluded from p. 119.) 

PiBDiscA PROPUNDANA, Pabr. (PcecUochvoma profundana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Eucosma profunda, Mey.). — Only observed at North- 
wood. 

P-aBiDiscA OPHTHALMICANA, Hiibn.; Wilk.; Staint. {Epiblema 
ophthalmicana, Mey.). — LarvsB common in rolled leaves of grey 
poplar at Northv^ood, but the perfect insect is not often met with 
there. August and September. 

P-aBiDiscA SOLANDRIANA, Linn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Epiblema 
solandriana, Mey.). — Larvae often abundant in rolled leaves of 
birch, and the moth is common in July and August. Northwood 
and Chalfont. 

Ephippiphora similana, Hiibn. {Halonota bimaculana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Epiblema similana^ Mey.). — A few specimens obtained 
each year at Northwood, but the species seems to be very local, 
and has only been observed in August and September. 

Ephippiphora pflugiana, Haw. {Halonota scutidana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Epiblema pflugiana, Mey.) . — At Northwood and Mill Hill 
among thistles growing in damp places ; not very common in 
the perfect state, but larvae are fairly plentiful in the thistle- 
stems in the winter. 

Ephippiphora brunnichiana, Prol. {Halonota brunnichiana, 
Wilk. ; Staint. Epiblema brunnichiana). — Pound wherever colts- 
foot is established. Very pale examples have sometimes been 
met with at Northwood. 

Ephippiphora nigricostana. Haw. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Eucosma 
nigricostana, Mey.). — Occurs at Kingsbury, Mill Hill, Harrow, and 
Northwood. The moth is not often seen, but larvae and pupae 
may be freely obtained by collecting old stems of Stachys sylva- 
tica during the spring. 

Ephippiphora trigeminana, St. {Halonota trigeminana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Epiblema trigeminana. May.). — Has been met with now 
and again at Kingsbury, Harrow, and Mill Hill, but the species 
does not appear to be common at either place. 

Ephippiphora tetragonana, St. {Halonota tetragonana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Notocelia tetragonana, Mey.). — A few examples were 
captured at Mill Hill in 1877. 

Semasia ianthinana, Dup. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Laspeyresia 
ianthinana, Mey.). — This species was very common in 1887 at 
Kingsbury. The moths were flying in the late afternoon towards 
the end of July over a high hawthorn hedge. 

Sbmasia wceberiana, Schifif. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Enarmonia 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

woeberiana, Mey.). — Not uncommon in some gardens at St. John's 
Wood, Kingsbury, Hampstead, and Mill Hill. 

Coccyx ochsenheimbriana, Zell. (Pammene ochsenheimer- 
iana, Mey.). — Northwood. One specimen in May, and one in 
June, 1893; and three examples in May, 1894 {vide Entom. 
xxvii. 242). 

Coccyx stbobilella, Linn. {Asthenia strobileUa, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Cydia strobileUa, Mey.). — Frequently reared from spruce 
cones obtained at Chalfont. 

Coccyx splendidulana, Guen. {Asthenia splendidulana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Pammene splendidulana, Mey.). — Occurs at Kingsbury 
and Mill Hill, and is sometimes very common. May be jarred 
from oak trees. 

Coccyx argyrana, Htibn. {Ephippiphora argyrana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Pammene argyrana, Mey.). — Usually common on oak 
trunks in most localities. April and May, sometimes as early as 
the last week in March. 

Coccyx tjedella, Clerck. {Coccyx hyrciniana, Wilk. ; Staint. 
Epiblema Uedella, Mey.). — Very common among spruce firs at 
Northwood. Some of the specimens are dark unicolorous, others 
are very pale in colour. By tapping the fir boughs the moths 
may sometimes be disturbed and netted by dozens at a time, and 
fine variable series obtained. May. 

Coccyx nanana, Tr. {Semasia nanana, Wilk. ; Staint. Enar- 
monia nanana, Mey.). — Occurs among spruce firs at Mill Hill, 
but seemingly not at Northwood. It flies in the late afternoon, 
and may be obtained by jarring the boughs. June. 

Eetinia buoliana, Schifif. ; Wilk. ; Staint. Evetria Imoliana, 
Mey.).— Once at Mill Hill. 

Carpocapsa pomonella, Linn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. ; Mey. — The 
perfect insect flies around apple trees, and seems to be generally 
distributed. LarvsB common in apples in the autumn. 

Carpocapsa sPLBNDiDANA,Hiibn. {C. 8plendana,'Vfi[\i.; Staint.; 
Mey.). — Larvae in acorns at Mill Hill, Kingsbury, Harrow, Pin- 
ner, and Northwood; sometimes common. Imagines may be 
beaten from hedges under oaks, and also netted as they fly around 
the branches at dusk. July and August. 

Opadia FUNEBRANA, Tr. {Carpocapsa funcbrana, "WHk. I Staint. 
Epinotia funebrana, Mey.). — The larvae were very common in 
damsons some years at Mill Hill, but I only once succeeded in 
rearing the moth, and on that occasion only one example. Speci- 
mens have been netted once at Northwood and once at Bickmans- 
worth ; in each instance the moth was flying along a hedgerow 
in which blackthorn grew, and both examples were in poor 
condition. 
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Stiqmonota internana, Gnen. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Laapeyresia 
intemana, Mey.). — Common among furze at North wood. Occurs 
in May and June, and flies in the afternoon in company with 
Catoptria tiUcetana^ from which species the males may be detected 
by Uieir whiter hind wings. The females are more readily 
obtained by beating the furze over the open net, and then 
examining the latter. 

Stiomonota begiana, Zell. (Ephippiphora regiana^ Wilk. ; 
Staint. Pammene regiana^ Mey.). — Not rare in St. John's Wood 
and Begent*s Park. The moth is most often found in the morning 
sitting on walls or palings under or near sycamore trees. June 
and July. 

Stigmonota gsrharana, Hiibn. (Endopisa germarana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Pammene germarana^ Mey.). — ^A few examples of the 
perfect insect have been taken at Mill Hill and North wood. The 
larva feeds in rose-hips» and I have found the species in this 
stage in Epping Forest and elsewhere, but so far not in Middlesex 
or any other part of the area under consideration. 

DiGBORAMPHA pouTANA, Hiibu. ; Wilk. ; Staint. — Often com- 
mon among yarrow near the Midland station, Mill Hill; also 
occurs at Northwood and Bickmansworth. June. 

DicBOBAMPHA SEQUANA, Hiibu. ; Wilk.; Staint. {Hemimene 
sequana, Mey.).— Fairly plentiful among yarrow at Mill Hill ; it 
occurs also at Kingsbury, Harrow, and Northwood. June. 

DicROKAMPHA PETTVERELLA, Linu. ; Wilk.; Staint. {Hemimene 
petiverella, Mey.). — Abundant among yarrow almost everywhere 
throughout the area. 

DicRORAMPHA PLUMBAGANA, Tr. ; Wilk.; Staint. {Hetnimene 
pbimbagana, Mey.). — Common in meadows at Mill Hill and North- 
wood in May and June. 

Catoptbia albebsana, Hiibn. {Grapholita albersana, Wilk.; 
Staint. Epinotia aJbersana^ Mey.). — Occurs sparingly in May 
and June at Northwood. The larva feeds in the autumn in folded 
leaves of honeysuckle, and the moth flies towards evening. I have 
not succeeded in finding the larvae at Northwood, possibly because 
the food-plant there grows in tangled masses and is much mixed 
with briars, bramble, and hawthorn. 

Catoptbia ulicetata. Haw. (Grapholita uUcetana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. La^peyresia uUcetana, Mey.). — Common everywhere 
among furze. 

Catoptbia cana, Haw. ( C. scopoliana, Walk. ; Staint. EpibUmn 
cana, Mey.).— Kingsbury, Northwood, and Chalfont. July. 

Catoptbia hypebicana, Hiibn. {Grapholita hypericana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. {Epinotia hypericana, Mey.). Chalfont, not common ; 
occurs among St. John's wort in July. 
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Choreutes BfYLLEBANA, Pabr. ; Mey . (C. scintillvlana , Staint .) . 
— I obtained a dozen examples of this species at honeydew 
on sallows at Northwood in 1892, but I have not seen it there 
since. 

Symjethis oxyacanthella, Linn. (S. fabriciana, Staint. ; 
Mey.). — Occurs in all hedgerows, and is on the wing throughout 
the summer. 

Eup(Ecilia dubitana, Hiibn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. {Phalonia dubi- 
tana, Mey.). — Used to occur plentifully some six or seven years 
ago in a field alongside the Finchley Boad, about half way 
between the North London Railway and Cricklewood. The 
ground was to be built on, but I believe that operations have not 
been begun yet, so that probably the insect may still be found 
there. 

EupcEciLiA MACULOSANA, Haw. ; Wilk.; Staint.; Mey. — I have 
only observed this species at Northwood, and it does not occur 
very commonly there. 

EupcEciLiA AMANDANA, H.-S. (JB. sodaliauay Wilk. ; Staint. 
(Commpphila amandana, Mey.). — Occurs at Kingsbury along the 
Brent where buckthorn is found. 

Xanthosbtia zoegana, Linn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. ( Euxanthis 
zoegana, Mey.). — Only taken at Northwood along the railway 
embankment. 

Xanthosbtia hamana, Linn.; Wilk.; Staint. (Etixanthis 
hamana, Mey.) — Occurs at Northwood, Bickmansworth, Chorley 
Wood, and Chalfont. 

Argybolbpia hartmankiana, Clerck. (A. haumanniana, Wilk. ; 
Staint. Chlidonia baumanniana, Mey.). — A few specimens have 
been taken each year at Northwood. The species occurs among 
rushes. 

Argyrolepia badiana, Hijbn. ; Wilk. ; Staint. (Phalonia 
badiana, Mey.). — Only at Chalfont. Imago in August. Among 
burdock. 

CoNCHYLis SMBATHMANNiANA, Pabr. {Lozopera smeathmanniana, 
Wilk. ; Staint. Phalonia smeathmanniana, Mey.).— Only taken on 
two occasions, once at Mill Hill and once at Northwood ; several 
specimens, however, were secured at each locality. The species 
in flying keeps close to the herbage. 

CoNCHYLis STRAMiNEA, Haw. (Lozopera straminea, Wilk. ; 
Staint.). Euxanthis straminea, Mey.). — Only obtained at Chal- 
font. 

ToRTRicoDES HYEMANA, Hiibn. ; Staint. (Gheimatophila tortri- 
cella, Mey.). — Only met with at Northwood, but no doubt gener- 
ally distributed throughout the area. 

EiCHARD South. 
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NOTES AND OBSEEVATIONS. 

Pboposed Handbook op British Odonata. — We are very pleased 
to learn that Mr. L. Upcott Gill, the well-known publisher in the 
Strand, has conceived the idea of producing an illustrated Handbook 
to the British Dragonflies, and that he will immediately carry this out, 
if the small number of two hundred persons enter their names as sub- 
scribers at the modest sum of half a guinea. When it is understood 
that Mr. W. J. Lucas, with whose work on this group readers of the 
^ Entomologist ' are familiar, is to write the book, we feel assured the 
project will not be allowed to fall through for lack of support. 
According to the prospectus before us, **it is proposed that the work 
shall contain beautifully coloured plates of the British Dragonflies, 
typical drawings in black-and-white of the eggs and nymphs, and 
structural figures of a very large number of microscopic and other 
details necessary for the careful study of the group, as well as certain 
other illustrations for the further elucidation of descriptive matter in 
the text. The plates are to be prepared from the author's drawings 
direct from nature, and therefore as to their accuracy there can be no 
question.*' 

The rapid sequence in the publication of works on more or less 
neglected groups and orders of British insects, each written by an 
authority on the special subject dealt with, may be regarded as a sign 
of progress, indicating as it seems to do that there is a demand for 
such works, and consequently that the number of students of those 
groups has increased. The wider interest of British entomologists in 
the insect fauna of their own country is not the least remarkable of the 
many noteworthy entomological events of the end of the nineteenth 
century. So recently as twenty years ago, not very much attention 
was given to anything outside Lepidoptera, and even in this order only 
native productions were greatly in favour. The student of to-day 
finds that the limited lepidopterous fauna of the British Islands does 
not afford all the material he requires to enable him to attain a full 
knowledge of his subject. He, therefore, either seeks the assistance 
of his confreres abroad, or himself visits foreign lands in quest of speci- 
mens and information. Then, again, there are many entomologists 
in this country who having completed, or almost completed, their col- 
lections of butterflies and moths, take up the study of other orders, and 
in adding species after species to the new collection renew the pleasure 
they experienced when forming their series of Lepidoptera. Trust- 
worthy handbooks, well illustrated, should be a distinct boon to the 
class last referred to, and no doubt they often induce a worker in a new 
field to continue when he feels upon the point of giving up. 

SouTH-EASTEBN Union OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. — The third Annual 
Congress of the Union will be held in the Town Hall, Croydon, on 
June 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, under the presidency of the Rev. T. R. R. 
Stebbing, M.A., F.R.S. Among the papers to be read on June 8rd is 
one by Mr. J. W. Tutt, entitled ** Entomology as a Scientific Pursuit '* ; 
this will be given during the morning meeting, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. In 
the evening of the same date Mr. Fred. Enock will present the ** Life- 
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history of the Tiger-beetle,'* with lantern illustrations. Farther par- 
ticulars may be obtained on application to the hon. local secretary, 
Dr. C. Poulett Harris, 76, Morland Road, Croydon. 

Exhibition. — The fourth Annual Exhibition of the Nonpareil Ento- 
mological and Natural History Society was held on April 20th and 
21st last, and appears from the report, with which the hon. secretary 
has kindly furnished us, to have been very successful, both as regards 
objects and attendance. 

Note on the Life-history op Forficula auricularia. — On April 
2nd, 1896, in a rotten tree-stump in the fir-woods near Oxshott, I 
came across a female of the common earwig (Forficula auriculaHa) 
with a batch of pale yellowish-green eggs, which were of quite a con- 
siderable size for so small an insect. The earwig, with a few of the 
eggs and some of the rotten wood, were placed in a small glass-topped 
box. In this confined prison the mother carefully collected the eggs 
and placed them in a heap under the wood. If they were moved, or 
by moving the box were brought into the light, she carried them under 
cover, carefully lifting them with her jaws. So far the observations 
of De Geer were confirmed; but after the young appeared, which 
appearance took place in two or three days, she did not appear to me 
to pay much attention to them, though certainly I did not observe 
them so often as I might have done, or keep them in very natural con- 
ditions. Soon after hatching, the young were colourless and almost 
transparent, their heads being large, and their antennas and forceps of 
inordinate length ; the wings and wing-cases were, of course, quite 
wanting. The young soon became darker. Changes of skin occurred, 
but I cannot say how many times, and by towards the end of July the 
single survivor, a female, seemed to be mature. She was small, pro- 
bably through being brought up under unnatural conditions, and not 
getting fresh food with regularity. They were usually fed on fruit, and 
I noticed on one occasion that they ate greedily of banana, antennsB 
and palpi moving incessantly the while. — W. J. Lucas. 

Spring Appearance of Asteroscopus sphinx. — It may be interesting 
to again record the winter survival of Asteroscopus sphinx. This spring 
the males of this species have been taken in small numbers in the 
moth-trap of the Hon. R. E. Dillon, at Clonbrook, Co. Galway, where 
the moth is so abundant in November. Those captured in March seem 
to be somewhat darker in tint than the bulk of the autumnal speci- 
mens. The only reference to its reappearance in the early months of 
the year that 1 know of is to be found in Hofmann*s * Raupen der 
Schmetterlinge Europas,' p. 123. — Wm. Fras. de V. Kane. 

T-fflJNiooAMPA gracilis IN PERTHSHIRE. — Mr. W. Rcid (* Annals of 
Scottish Natural History/ April, p. 119) states that T. gracilis is 
*' curiously uncertain in its appearance, oeing mor<e abundant every 
alternate season." In the year 1897, for instance, he only saw three 
examples of the species, whereas in the previous year it was so abun- 
dant that he secured over three hundred specimens, and another col- 
lector took two hundred more. The variation of T, gracilis in Scotland 
seems to be similar to that exhibited in Irish specimens, as referred to 
by Mr. de Yismes Kane in his remarks on the species (Entom. 
xxviii. 258). 
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AoHEBONTiA ATROPos 'IN Kbnfbewshire. — In a note on this species 
in the April part of ^ Annals of Scottish l^atural History/ the writer, 
Mr. M. B. Taylor, says, ** A very remarkable instance of the larvae 
occurring in great abundance was on a farm near Port Glasgow, Renfrew- 
shire. In this case they were obtained in potato-pits, and the farmer 
said he could have got barrowfuls of them, they were in such abun- 
dance." It would be interesting to know in what particular year this 
extraordinary host of A. atropos larvae was noted, and also to learn 
what object the said larvae may be supposed to have had in congre- 
gating in the potato-pits. 

Note on Aulax glechova. — ^As there seems to he some diflSculty in 
obtaining perfect specimens of Aulax glechoma, an account of the way 
I obtained two may be of some use to collectors of the Cynipidae. I took 
the galls on June 9th, 1897, from the back of Box Hill, where ground- 
ivy is plentiful, kept the plants in water for a day or two ; afterwards 
they were allowed to be quite dry, and were then placed in a room 
where there was a fire once and sometimes twice a week, until March 
19th, when I cut open one of the large galls. I only had three. I 
found the insect was fully developed, but barely alive, so I put it in a 
little box near the fire, and in a short time it was quite lively and the 
wings stiff. A week afterwards I cut open the other two ; the first 
contained several galls with dead insects, and the other but one, which 
was alive, like the one in the first gall. One of these specimena is in 
pur National Museum at Souch Kensington, and the only British 
representative in the collection. The smaller galls contained dead but 
fully developed insects. — F. Md^ton ; 7, Chilton Street, Bethnal 
Green, E., May 12th, 1898. 

PiiATYPTiLiii TESSEBADACTYLA, Linn. — This specics, which was re- 
cently recorded from Ireland by Mr. Barrett (Ent. Mo. Mag. xxxiii. 25, 
and iEntom. xxx. 74), is, according to Dr. Fernald (Pteroph. North 
Amer. p. 82), found in Massachusetts. In the monograph' cited the 
food-plants of the larva are stated to be Onaphalium dioicum and 
G. arenarium, and the following note on the life-history is given : — 
*' The egg is pale green, smooth and somewhat elongated, and the larva 
in its earliest stage is clear white, with isolated hairs. Head, thoracic 
and anal shields black. Later (in September) the dorsal and lateral 
rows of rust-brown points appear ; and in March, after hybernating, it 
becomes stout without increasing very much in length. The head, 
thoracic and anal shields are dark brown ; dorsal stripe is crimson- 
rust colour ; the subdorsal and lateral lines are of the same colour but 
finer. The ground colour of the body is yellowish above and rust-red 
beneath. The adult larva is a little smaller at each end and cylindrical 
in the middle. The head is small and black, the thoracic shields 
small, black, divided by a light line. The colour of the body is dark 
ferruginous brown. On the back stand whitish flecks, with two pairs 
of black tubercles on each segment, of which the hinder are placed 
farthei" from each other than those in front ; similar tubercles occur on 
the sides, from which arise long light hairs. The anal shield and legs 
are dark brown. These labrvae frequently vary in the tone of the 
colour (Gartner).'* 
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The Bhopaloobba op the Wye Yajuu&y. — The following is a list of 
the Diumi I have observed in the Wye valley, seven miles below 
Bailth, and within a radias of five or six miles from Erwood Station, 
Cambrian Railway. The geological formation is Silurian and Old Bed 
Sandstone, and the country is well wooded. 

Argynnis paphia. Fairly common. — A. ciglaia, A few occur every 
year, but it is far from common. — A. adippe. Much the commonest 
of the three larger fritillaries. All three occur more commonly than 
anywhere else in the district, in a sloping ferny wood near the water- 
fall of Graig-y-pwl-ddhw. — A, euphrosyne. Common everywhere. One 
season a few years ago they swarmed and were unusually large and in 
fine condition. — A. selene. Fairly common. 

Melitaa artemis. Very rare. I have only seen it in the comer of 
one meadow, and that was some years ago. 

Grapta c-album. Occurs every year in fair numbers, both in the 
autumn and in spring, after hybernation. 

Vanessa urticcB. Our commonest butterfly ; I have seen it flying in 
the sunshine in almost every month of the year. It seems to sooner 
awake from its winter sleep on a fine sunny mild day than any other 
kind, — F. antiopa. I once saw some years ago a specimen of this 
beautiful insect at rest on a flower on the railway embankment near 
Abererch station. I was quite close, and am perfectly certain what it 
was. Unfortunately I had no net, and was unable to capture it. — 
F. to. Not very common. 

Pyrameis atalanta. Commoner than the preceding. — P. carduu 
Very uncertain ; some years plentiful and then hardly a specimen is 
seen for two or three seasons. It has been very scarce lately. 

Pararge megara. Plentiful and fine. 

Satyr us semele. Bare. 

Epinephele ianira. Very abundant. I once took a female whose 
under wings were perfectly white, Iels if bleached. — E, tithonus. Plen- 
tiful. — E, hyperanthes. Only occurs in one wood, and sparingly there. 

Ccenonympha pamphilus. Very abundant. 

Thecla quercus. Very rare, except in the Jubilee year, 1887, when 
they fairly swarmed round the top of some oak-trees in the wood near 
Craig-y-pwl-ddhw. They flew so high it was difficult to take them, but 
by tying my net to the bottom joint of a salmon-rod I got a nice 
series. — T. w-album, I have twice taken this insect. 

Polyommatus phlceas. Common. A few years ago it seemed to be 
getting scarce, but of late it has been numerous again. 

Lycana icarus. Very abundant. — L. argiolm. Common about 
holly-trees in spring. 

Colias edusa. Is seldom seen, but in years in which it is plentiful 
in England a few specimens generally come our way. 

Rhodocera rhamni. Very rare. 

Anthocharis cardamines. Very abundant, and varies greatly in size. 
I have taken some very small specimens. 

Pieris rapa. Abundant. — P, napi. Common. — P. brassica. Not 
common, and seems to be getting rarer every year. 

Hesperia tages. Common. — H, linea. Fairly plentiful.'— J. W. 
Vauohan; The Skreen, Erwood, B.S.O., Badnorshire, May 14th, 1898. 
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Note on the Duration of the Larval Stage op Tapinostola 
Boiton, Knaggs (morrish, Tutt, vec Morris, n^c Dale). — With regard 
to this species, Mr. Meyrick's * Handbook ' says : ** Larva on Festma 
arundinacea, 8 ; " meaning thereby that the larva in its final stage (see 
Introduction, p. 16) may be found on that plant in the month of 
August. My own impression is that this larva is an internal feeder ; 
tbat the majority of the ova do not hatch till August ; and that the 
final stage is not reached till ten months later on, namely, from the 
end of the present month. May, to the end of June, or even later. 
However that may be, it is now the season to put the matter to the 
proof, and I have therefore thought the. present a fitting occasion to 
bring the subject before the entomological public. I believe that 
the collectors will have little diflSculty in finding the larvsB, together 
with those of M. furujicula, at the bases of the flower- stems of the grass. 
In July, plenty of imagines may be taken, from which ova may be 
secured, and in August the collector may watch the hatching of the ova 
and the delicate little larvsB with their long silken hairs, which they 
soon lose, as they at once proceed to mine down the sheath of the 
grass. — H. G. KnaggS; Folkestone, May, 1898. 

Lepidoptera from the Mediterranean : Additions and Corrections. 
The following errors occur in my ** Notes,'* ante, pp. 108-116 :— P. 109, 
line 14 from bottom, for ** wrist*' read ** waist." P. 110, erase " larvae 
on fennel" a,fter *' Papilio podalirius,** P. Ill, erase **both" before 
** common " after ** Pie^is daplidice,'* P. 112, line 10 from bottom, after 
*' Pararge " read **egeria var. egendes,'* instead of ** egeria and egerides,** 

Diloba caruleocephala. This species was accidentally omitted from 
the Malta list. The larvsB are extremely abundant during March and 
April, and do an immense amount of injury to almond and peach- 
trees, some of which I noticed were entirely stripped of their leaves. — 
Gervasb F. Mathew; H.M.S. * Hawke,' Malta, May 10th, 1898. 

Ceroplastes cistudiformis again. — I stated, ante, p. 119, that this 
scale had only been found in Mexico by Dr. Dugis, at Guanajuato. 
Since that was written, Dr. Jj. O. Howard has sent me three lots of it, 
collected by Prof. C. H. T. Townsend at Tampico, Mexico, early in 
1897. One lot is from Cordia boissieri, A. DC, one from Avocado 
pear, and the third from a thorny tree not determined. — T. D. A. 
Gockerell. 



CAPTURES AND FIELD EEPOETS. 

Lepidoptera from Northern and Southern Europe. — In connec- 
tion with the increasing attention given to continental insects, the following 
items may probably be of interest to readers of the * Entomologist.' A 
friend of mine, visiting San Eemo last year in the months of March and May, 
very kindly caught for me the following butterflies : — Papilio podalirius, 
three specimens, one taken March 19th, and two on May 8th. P. machaon, 
three, March 12th, March 20th, and May 9th. Leucophasia sinapis, one 
on March 20th. Etichloe helia, five, March 19th and May 8th. Colias edma, 
thisee, March 16th and 20th. Pararge egeria, one^ March 19th. Lycana 

ENTOM. — JUNE, 1898. 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

baton. Berg, (the hylas of Hiibner and hylu$ of Fabricius), four specimens 
taken March 20th. E, helia might easily be mistaken for our E.cardammes, 
in spite of the entire absence of the orange tip even in the males. Yet, to 
mj mind, it is a handsomer butterfly. The upper-wing tips are broadly 
black, and contain three white spots, the apical one being larger than the 
other two below it, and there is a very large black spot, boot-shaped, but 
with the heel cut off, in the male, and rectangular in the female. The 
under sides of the fore wings are tipped with green and spotted with silvery 
white, while the lower ones are wholly green and similarly spotted. The 
specimen of P. egeria is a typical one, and contrasts strongly with a series 
I have from Co. Waterford, the ground colour of which is nearly black, 
and the spots the palest of buff, nearly white. My friend also sent me a 
number of the larvsB — noted for their stinging hairs — of the ** processionary 
moth" (Onethocampa processianea, I think), which he found feeding upon 
the pines. They could not acclimatise themselves, although I kept them 
indoors, and they all died, chiefly after spinning up. 

Another friend, Mr. J. Lyon Denson, of Chester, had a bicycle ride, in 
mid August, through Southern Norway. **It had been," he writes, ** hot 
and without rain for five weeks before I arrived. The first few days were 
fine, and plenty of mosquitos were biting. The remainder of my time was 
cooler and showery, so I was not troubled with the mosquitos further. 
Riding between Heen and Sorum, I came across scores of Vanessa antiopa 
in splendid condition. They were flying chiefly in the glades of the pine 
forest, and, notwithstanding my most energetic efforts, I failed to secure 
a single specimen, so extremely quick were they, and so ill provided was I, 
with only my little cycling cap. I offered half a kroner to a skydsgut who 
was driving a carriole with luggage, if he would help me with his big felt 
hat ; but he shook his head and replied, in broken fc^nglish, < No ; it is not 
good to catch them;' and I afterwards came to the same conclusion, as 
I nearly lost my camera through leaving it behind after a long chase. On 
another occasion, seeing a splendid specimen on something dark in the 
road, fanning its wings in the bright sunshine, I carefully made a swoop on 
it with my cap, but, alas! the insect soared away with the utmost in- 
difference, and I found that I had got only a dead frog ! Polyommatus 
phlaas, LyccBna aUosis, Epinephele ianira, and * skippers' were common. 
The * whites' were badly worn. I noticed a number of Vanessa urtica, 
Qonopteryx rhamni, fritillaries like the one sent (Argynnis latona, and F. 
atalanta^ Hundreds of dragonflies, big fellows, were sailing about in all 
directions. All these I noted nearly all the way from Christiania to Bergen. 
At Oilo I beat the moth (it looks like a very rubbed Abraxas grossulariata) 
out of some birch bushes, where I came across a large colony of the hill 
ant, near the river, consisting of upwards of a hundred mounds, varying 
from one to two feet in height, and all teeming with life.'* — J. Abels ; Chester. 

Early Appbabanob of Syriohthus alveolus.— In spite of the warm 
winter, everything in this neighbourhood is backward ; but to my surprise 
on April 27th I took a freshly emerged grizzled skipper in a clearing in 
the woods bounding the old race-course. Two days later numbers were 
out flying about in the same place. Its usual time of appearance here 
is the latter half of May. Several specimens were extremely light in 
colour.— F. V. Theobald ; Wye Court, Wye, Kent, May 7th, 1898. 

Abundance of Cbepidodera rufipes. — On April 13th I received 
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from Maplescombe^ Farningham, a boxful of the pretty flea-beetle {Crepi- 
dodera rufipes). This hisect was swarming in some fields of tares. One 
field of five acres was half cleared off by them. The sufferer from this 
attack, Mr. Rogers, wrote me that the beetles were so thick up the rows as 
to make them look black. They were extremely active, and I found would 
not eat cruciferous plants given them ; Vicia and Orohus seem the favourite 
food. The tares that were destroyed were on an old sainfoin ley.— F. V. 
Theobald. 

Nyssia hispidaria. — I see you note {ante, p. 130) the capture of 
N, hispidaria on March 28th in Surrey. I took five specimens here last 
year on Feb. 10th, and two more a day or two later. — F. D. Bland ; Major 
3rd York & Lane. Reg., Llanrwst, N. Wales. 

RuoPALooEBA IN NoRTH Wales. — ^Within the last few days butter- 
flies have been most abundant in this part of the Vale of Conway. On 
the road between Gwydyr Castle and Bettws-y-Coed, Lycana argiolus has 
been out in swarms, but it has been plentiful for the last ten days. On 
Saturday Euchlo'e cardamines was everywhere on the wing, and I saw 
Vanessa urtica (common), F. to, F. atalanta, Pieris rapa, and one F. 
c-alhum.—F. D. Bland ; May 10th, 1898. 

Field Meeting of the South London ENTOMOLoaiOAL and Natural 
History Society. — Oxshott was again visited by members of the above 
Society on May Slst. Although the weather at 2.17 p.m., the time 
arranged for the departure from Waterloo, was not exactly promising for a 
country ramble, the conductors, Major Ficklin and Mr. Lucas, found, on 
the arrival of the train at Oxshott station, that they had a party of over a 
dozen to take charge of, and this number was shortly afterwards increased 
by two members who travelled down by a later train. Having regard to 
the appearance of the sky, which seemed to threaten a heavy fall of rain 
before long, a start was made for the pine-clad ground towards Esher, and 
ultimately the party arrived at the Black Pond, by which time the ominous 
clouds had passed away, giving place to brilliant sunshine, and this 
improved condition of meteorological affairs was maintained for the re- 
mainder of the afternoon. During the walk among the pines, and subse- 
quently through the woods beyond, the entomologists of the party gave the 
tree-trunks very careful attention, but insects were only observed upon 
them at rare intervals, and those members who searched or beat for larvsB 
did not meet with much greater success. On returning to the cottage near 
the station, where tea was provided, it was ascertained that during the 
four hours' ramble the lepidopterists had only secured about thirty species, 
and the coleopterists about twenty species; those interested in other orders 
of insects also reported a great dearth of specimens and species. However, 
considering the kind of weather that had prevailed throughout the month 
up to the date of the visit, no one appeared to be disappointed at not 
meeting with better sport, but, on the contrary, the general feeling was that 
the aiternoon had been a very pleasant one. The following is a list of the 
species taken or observed : — 

Coleoptera. — Nebria brevicollis, Necrophorvs mortuorum, Mysia 
ohlongoguttata, Anatis ocellata, Halyzia 1^ guttata, Cocciduia rufa, 
Dolopius marginatus. Donacia sericea, Lochmea suturalis, Anaspis geoffiroyi, 
Rhynchites asquatus, Strophosmus coryli, S. lateralis, and a few small beetles 
not yet identified. 
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LepiiI^optkra. — Oonopteryx rhamni (ova), Drepana faleataria. PanoUs 
piniperda, EUopia prosapiaria (lar.), Odontopera bidentata, Tephrogia 
biunduLaria, T. punetularia, Pseudoterpna pnUnata (lar.), Oeometra papilio- 
naria {hr.), Zonosoma pendvlaria, Scodiona belgiaria, Ematurga atomaria, 
Bupalus piniaria, Cheimatobia brumata (lar.), Oporabia dihUata (lar.), 
Larenda viridaria, Eupithecia nanata, E, indigata. E. pumilata (lar.), 
Tkera variola, Ooremia designata, Scoparia ambigualis, Catoptria ulicetana, 
Talaporia pseudobombyceUa (case), Fumea inter mediella (case), Incurvaria 
muscalella, Adela viridella, Gelechia ericeteUa, Goleqphora vihiceUa (case), 
C, ibipenelta (case). 

Nkuropiera.— LtW/ttto quadrimaculata, Agrion puella, A. cyathi- 
gerum, Pyrrhosdmd minium, Raphidia sp., Hemerobim micans, H. niti- 
dulus, H, limhatus. A species of Nemoura and two species belonging to 
the Trichoptera were not determined. 

Rhopalocera in South Wales.— I have seen many specimens of 
Pieris brasska during the last ten days. It has been generally scarce here 
since 1894, when from some cause it almost disappeared. A great deal of 
rain has fallen during this month (May), and on several occasions the 
temperature has been low, so that I think Lepidoptera are later than in 
some seasons. Lycana icarus is only just appearing, but Polyommatus 
phlcBos and Argymm eupkrosyns have been out a little time in warm and 
bheltered localities. — T. B. Jeffkrys ; Langhame Carmarthenshire, 
May 28th, 1898. 

Papilio maohaon at HoRNSBr.— On Sept. 25th, 1897, 1 saw two speci- 
mens of P, machaon on Muswell Hill. They were together, and as far as 
could be seen in good condition Not having a net with me at the time, I 
could not even try to capture them. Four and a half years ago I saw one in 
Middle Lane, Hornsey ; since then I had not seen it until Sept. 25th. I 
understand that in years gone by this species was not uncommon in this ' 
locality.— Linden Heitland; Amberley House, Crouch Hill, N., Feb. 8tb. 

[Probably escaped from, or set at liberty by, someone residing in the 
neighbourhood.— Ed.] 



SOCIETIES. 
Entomological Society of London. — May ith, 1898. — Mr. B. 
Trimen, F.R.S., President, in the chair. Mr. H. G. Palliser, of 6, Mount 
Park Eoad, Ealing, W., was elected a Fellow of the Society. Colonel 
Yerbury exhibited a series of Diptera collected at Hyeres during 
March and April, 1898, and including Brachypalpus valgus, Panz., 
Callicerafagesii, Guer., and a species of PI at y stoma which appeared to 
be undescribed. Mr. Barrett showed aberrant forms of British species 
of Lepidoptera from Gloucestershire and Warwickshire. Mr. Water- 
house exhibited two burnished golden beetles, AnoplogmUhus aureus, 
from Queensland, and Plusiotls resplendens from Panama, which he 
stated to be interesting examples of a similar result being attained by a 
process of natural selection in two species of the same family in widely 
separated localities. Many members of the family had a slight ten- 
dency to show metallic colours. It would be interesting to ascertain 
whether there were any similarity in their surroundings in the two 
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countries which woald make this golden appearance an advantage, or 
whether it might be considered a ** warning colour." Allied species, 
however, appeared to be edible. Mr. Walker exhibited specimens of 
the rare Philonthus fusctM, Grav., found in a Co«st«s-eaten poplar in 
Chatham Dockyard at the end of April. Mr. E. McLachlan communi- 
cated a paper on ^* Neuroptera-Planipennia belonging to the families 
OsmylidsB, HemerobiidsB and ChrysopidsB, taken by the Rev. A. E. 
Eaton in Algeria." — W. F, H. Blandford, Hon, Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natural History Society. — 
March 24«/t, 1898.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Adkin exhibited specimens of Grammesia trigrammica (triliuea) in 
which the ground colour was so darkened as to obliterate the usual 
transverse lines. These were known as the Lewis form* Mr. Moore, 
a pale pigmented variety of Anosia menippe (archippus) from the Malay 
Archipelago. It was noted that such a variation of this species was 
hitherto unknown. Mr. Cant, a series of strongly-marked specimens 
of Hybernia defoliaria from Dean Forest, and a dark costal form 
specimen of Xylocampa coTispicUlaiis from Worcester. 

Apnl l^th, — Mr. R. Adkin, F.E.S., Vice-President, in the chair. 
Mr. Harrison exhibited a number of living specimens of a coleopteron 
from Bombay. It was a species of the Casdda group, and looked like 
a piece of pure gold. It was stated that this appearance was lost after 
death. Mr. South exhibited hybernated specimens of Perwuea feiru- 
gana and Gerostoma radUitella from Oxshott, where they were obtained 
this spring ; also, on behalf the Eev. A. Snell, a curious specimen of 
Leucania Uttoralis with dark hind wings and fringes to fore wings. 
Mr. Ashby, specimens of the spring-tail, Machilis polypoda, taken under 
wood and stone in the New Forest. Mr. Adkin, various specimens of 
the Tephrosias. Mr. South, a number of Japanese Lepidoptera, 
kindly lent by Mr, Leech to illustrate his (Mr. South's) paper entitled 
** British Species of Lepidoptera occurring in Japan." 

Ap?il 28th, — Mr. R. Adkin, F.E.S., Vice-President, in the chair, 
Mr. Bishop exhibited a varied series of bred TcRniocampa miniosa, and 
remarked that a large proportion of the specimens had the claws of the 
front legs undeveloped, and were thus unable to cling to vertical 
surfaces. Mr. Sauz^, a series of Brachinus crepitans from Swanage, 
very variable in both size and colour. Mr. Edward Saunders sent a 
series of Hemiptera-Heteroptera, comprising examples of most of the 
genera of this group, to illustrate his paper. Mr. West (Greenwich), 
a large number of Hemiptera, taken by himself during the last three 
years. Mr. Adkio, a series of bred Emjonia quercinaria, including 
gynandromorphous specimens, together with mounted examples of the 
genitalia and enlarged photographs of the same, and read detailed 
notes. A paper communicated by Mr. Edward Saunders, F.L.S., 
entitled ** Notes on Collecting British Hemiptera " was then read. 

May 12th.— Kx. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. J. W. Downing, of Tooting Graveney, was elected a member. 
Mr. Adidn exhibited red specimens of Cidaria unidentaria, and Mr. Tutt 
said there was no doubt as to this form occurring in the species, as it 
bad recently been bred. Mr. Moore, specimens of Annsa tristu, the 
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squash -bug ; Murgantia histrionica, the harlequin oabbage-bug ; Anoph- 
thalmus tennis^ a blind cave-beetle ; and Blissus leucoptei-usj the chinch- 
bug, all from the United States of North America ; and contributed 
notes. The blind beetle was from the famous Wyandotte caves. 
Mr. Tutt, a specimen of Lihythea celtisy taken in S. France after hyber- 
nation, and set to show the protective resting habit, the veins and 
markings of the lower side and^ the palpi and antennsB admirably 
resembling a dead but still attached leaf and its stalk. Mr. Jones, a 
very large number of European Lepidoptera, mostly bred and in the 
finest condition, to illustrate his paper on the subject of '^ Collecting 
in the Riviera." Mr. Tutt and Dr. Chapman gave details of their 
recent experiences in the district. — Hy. J. Turner, Hon. Rep. Sec. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Entomological Society.— z-May dth, 1898. 
— The President in the chair. Mr. F. R. Dixon Nuttall, F.M.S., was 
elected a member. Mr. F. M. Pierce, F.E.S., read a paper entitled 
** Recent Investigations of the hair-pencils on certain NoctuaB.*' 
After a short summary of the immense field of research open to ento- 
mologists, the lecturer proceeded to add to the width of that field by a 
description of the classificatory use of this hairy, organ. Describing 
how he was led to a study of this subject by a specimen of E. nigra, 
he proceeded to point out the frequent occurrence of this organ in 
several — in fact, in most — of the species of Noctuina. The organs, 
briefly described, are a pair of chitinous flaps, one at each side of the 
ventral surface of the abdomen and close to its junction with the 
thorax. From each of these flaps proceeds a pencil of fine hairs, 
closely agglutinated at the base, separating towards the apical half, and 
then enclosed in a pocket further down the abdomen, and generally 
more towards the centre. He illustrated his paper by excellent 
diagrams and microscope slides. He contrasted, these pencils with the 
tarsal tufts of the Herminidae, pointing out that these are hairs^ not 
scales, and are joined for a considerable distance, while each hair after 
separation is marked with a network of rhomhi, each with a raised 
centre, not with pits and striations, as in the scale-tufts of Herminia. 
He proved these organs to be specific, not accidental, but disproved the 
suggestions as to their being respiratory organs and so on, as found in 
the writings of Inchbald, Matthews, Westwood, Kirby and Spence, and 
AUis. He also explained how these organs apparently have been over- 
looked in so many species, by the fact that they are, as a rule, enclosed 
in the above-mentioned pockets. He attributed to them some un- 
known sense, and gave a list of species proved to possess or to be with- 
out these organs. After an account of the different sizes and shapes 
they manifest, the lecture closed with a discussion. One of the points 
brought out in discussion was the possibility of these being scent- 
organs, not necessarily for receiving sense of scent, but for distributing 
the scent. The discussion also attempted to associate their absence 
with the presence of pectinated antennae. Exhibits by Messrs. Capper, 
Pierce, Thompson, Cotton, Birch, Freeman, and Prince, closed the 
evening. The next meeting is to be devoted to exhibits only, and is to 
be held on Oct. 10th. — (Rev.) R. Freeman, M.A. Reporting Sec. 
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ButsHNGHAM ENTOMOLOGICAL SoCTBTY. — April 18*A, 1898. Mr. R. C. 

Bradley in the chair. Mr. P. W. Abbott showed a very fine series of 
Hetiothis peltigera, taken in South Devon last year. Mr. R. C. Bradley 
showed a small lot of insects collected during a holiday spent in 
Norway last year. He spent most of his time cruising in thfe fiords, 
&c., and was only able to collect a very little at times when on shore ; 
amongst his captures were Buaimia repandata with pale blotches in 
the disc of the fore wings, and very fine varieties of Bombus ayrorum. 
Mr. Martineau showed a fine large Sireo) giyas (female), taken in a 
grocer's shop at Solihull. — Colbran J. Wainwright, Hon. Sec* 



RECENT LITERATURE. 



Revision of the Orthopteran Group Melanopli (Acridiida)^ with special re- 
ference to North American forms. By Samuel Hubbard Scudder. 
[From the * Proceedings of the United States National Museum,* 
vol. XX. pp. 1-421 (with Plates i-xxvi.)] Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office. 1897. 
OoT up in the usual lavish style of the American State publi- 
cations, and being illustrated by twenty-six well-executed plates, each 
containing numerous figures, this Revision cannot fail to satisfy and 
be useful to the student of a branch of the Orthoptera so numerously 
represented in North America. This group, in fact, forms the 
prevailing type of Orthopteran life throughout its area, and is almost 
confined to that continent. But one genus, Podisma, Latr. {Pezotettixy 
Burm.), is found in the old world, where, however, it is more abun- 
dantly represented than in the new ; it encircles the globe north of 
the 86th parallel. The Melanopli are a part of the Acridiida (to which 
family the locusts of the East belong), of generally small or medium 
size, never very large. The best known representative, though luckily 
only by repute to dwellers outside America, is the ** Rocky Mountain 
locust '* (Melanoplus spretiis), so destructive sometimes in the western 
half of the Mississippi valley. 

Gynandromorphous Macro-Lepidopteia of the Palaarctic Region^ vol. ii. 
On the Physiology of Hermaphrodite Macro- Lepidoptera. Oskar Schulz. 
The German notice of these books is a very favourable one. It 
appears that all the records of gynandromorphous species in the 
PalsBarctic Region are tabulated in a convenient form for purposes of 
reference ; while in the second book, concerning the structure of 
hermaphrodite forms, the characters of the genitalia are discussed. 

W! M. 

The Pterophorida of North America, By C. H. Fernald, A.M., Ph.D. 
Pp. 80, plates i-ix. Massachusetts Agricultural College. 1898. 
Dr. Fernald considers that, with the removal of the genus 
Chrysocorys from the group, the Pterophoridcs should be placed in the 
vicinity of the Pyralids, and in this opinion he is probably in agree- 
ment with the majority of entomologists. We note that in very few 
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instances is there any reference to the earlier stages of the species 
dealt with, and where particulars are given of the larva and pupa the 
majority of such details are taken from European^ chiefly English, 
sources. It would seem then that since the publication in 1880 of 
* Pterophorida of California and Oregon ' by Lord Walsingham, these 
interesting insects have not received, up to date, very much attention, 
at least not to the extent of elucidating their life-histories. The 
genera employed are as follows : — 1. Trichoptilus, Wlsm., three species ;^ 
2. OxyptUtLs, ZelL, four species; 3. PlatyptUia, Hiibn., nineteen species, 
including cosmodactyla, Hiibn., acanthodactyla^ Hiibn., tesseradactyla, 
Linn., and marginidactylus, Fitch = bertr ami, Roessl. ; 4. Ahicita, Linn. 
{= Aciptilia, Auct.), three species; 6. Pterophorus, Geoff., twenty *five 
species, several of which are usually referred to Lioptilus (LeioptUus), 
Wallgr., and including monodactylus^ Linn., which Walsingham places 
in Pterophorus, Wallgr., and Meyrick (Handb. Brit. Lep.) includes 
in Alttcita, Linn.; 6. Stenoptilia, Hiibn. {= MimeseoptiluSf Wallgr.), 
four species, one of which is pterodactyla, Linn. ; 7. Orneodes, Latr. 
(= Alucita, Auct., nee. Linn.), one species, hexadactyla, hirm. The 
plates comprise figures of structural detail, chiefly of genitalia, and 
add considerable value to the work.* 



Bnt'mh Orthoptera (Earwigs, Grasshoppers, and Crickets), By Malcolm 
Burr, F.Z.S., F.E.S., &c. With six plates by S. L. Mosley, 
F.E.S. 8vo, 68 pp. Huddersfield: The Economic and Edu- 
cational Museum. 1897. 
Some of the species described and otherwise referred to in this 
handy little book are among the most common objects of the country, 
whilst others are included iu the category of familiar household insects. 
Others again, and these by far the greater number, are probably 
almost, or quite, unknown to most people, whether interested in 
entomology or not. For this reason, therefore, Mr. Burr's contri- 
bution to our knowledge of British Orthoptera is exceedingly welcome, 
and will most certainly be obtained and duly' appreciated by those 
who have been in ignorance, chiefly because tbey lacked the means of 
readily identifying the insects of this order when met with. The book 
before us will remove this difficulty, and we shall henceforth have 
but little trouble in determining any earwig, grasshopper, locust, or 
cticket that may present itself during our rambles through the open 
country or even in the course of our business pursuits elsewhere. 
The work bears undoubted evidence of having been most carefully 
prepared, consequently it is to be regretted that those responsible for 
it while passing through the press have allowed errors to creep in ; 
apart from these blemishes, and as regards the text, we have nothing 
but praise. We wish we could say as much for the plates, but 
unfortunately they are not as satisfactory as they might be. It is 
certainly a mistake in works of this kind to give coloured plates unless 
they can be produced so as to show the tints proper to the insects 
represented. Well executed black and white figures are perhaps not 
so attractive in appearance, but they a,re much to be preferred to 
poorly coloured plates. On the whple, however, we belie^ve that the 
book Tnll supply a long felt vant, and \?e heartily commend it. 
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HYBEIDIZATION. 

In * Science Progress ' for April there is an important paper 
by Dr. Dixey on *'Eeeent Experiments in Hybridization con- 
ducted by Dr. Standfuss, of Ziirich." Eef erring to fertile and 
infertile pairings between species of Lepidoptera, our author 
remarks that in five cases only male specimens resulted, whilst 
in five others only female examples were reared, and these latter 
"contained no eggs capable of development." Seven other 
crosses again produced both males and females, but the former 
were in the majority and the latter were sterile. After referring 
to still five other crosssings, he mentions that according to 
Standfuss "In no single instance has the female of any true 
hybrid among Lepidoptera been shown experimentally to be 
fertile.'* All who are studying the facts of hybridization will no 
doubt make a point of seeing this valuable contribution to the 
subject, but in the meanwhile we venture to give one or two 
extracts therefrom that will interest readers who rear the species 
mentioned. 

" Aberrations. 

" Some very remarkable facts are recorded as to the effect of 
crossing a sport or aberration with its parent form. The result, 
which is entirely different from that which follows the crossing 
of distinct species, or even of local races, may be broadly stated 
as follows : When an aberration is crossed with its parent form 
the issue is sharply divided, in both sexes, into specimens of the 
aberration and of the normal form of the species. Thus in the 
dark aberration zatima, Cr., of Spilosoma lubricipeda, Esp., there 
are many degrees from the least dark form of the aberration 
(ab. intermedia, Bang-Haas) up to the darkest (ab. deachangei, 
Depuis) ; but no transitional forms occur to bridge over the wide 
gap between intermedia and lubricipeda, nor can they be produced 
by crossing these two. 'It seems,' so Standfuss expresses it, 

BNTOM. — ^JULY, 1898. P 
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* as if there were antagonistic characters which cannot co-exist 
in the same individual.* Instances follow which will be briefly 
noticed here. For full details, which are of great interest, the 
the reader is referred to the * Handbuch,' pp. 805-321. 

" SpUosoma lubricipeda, Esp., ^ , and ditto var. zatima, Cr., 
? . — These, crossed by Burckhardt in 1889, gave lubricipeda, 
intermedia and zatima {intermedia being, as just stated, merely a 
less dark form of zatima). Two of these intermedia were paired, 
giving again lubricipeda, intermedia and zatima. In this third 
generation several pairings were effected, as follows : zatima $ 
and lubricipeda ? ; lubricipeda 3" and zatima 2 ; intermedia ^ 
and ditto ? ; intermedia S and zatima ? . AH these gave 
lubricipeda, intermedia and zatima in varying proportions, except 
the cross lubricipeda ^ and zatima 2 , from which only zatiina 
resulted. A pair of lubricipeda from this fourth generation gave 
a brood of thirty-four lubricipeda and one extreme zatima. In 
all these successive broods, carried on into the fourth year from 
the date of the original pairing, there were no transitional forms 
between lubricipeda and intermedia. 

" Orammesia trigrammica, Hufn., ^ , and ditto ab. biliiiea, 
Hb., ? . — The female bilinea, taken by Gross at Garsten in 
Austria, laid eggs of which the male parent was presumably a 
normal O. trigrammica. Of the sixty-seven perfect insects that 
resulted thirty-eight were trigrammica and twenty-nine bilinea. 
There were no intermediates. 

** Angerona prunaria, L., ^, and ditto ab. sordiata, PuessL, 
? . — This cross, procured by Zeller, gave seventeen prunaria 
and fourteen sordiata. 

'* A. prunaria ab. sordiata 3, and A. punaria ?. — This 
cross, also obtained by Zeller, gave eighty-four of prunaria to 
sixty-eight of sordiata, i.e. as in the reciprocal cross, about 55 
per cent, of the type and 45 per cent, of the aberration. In 
neither of these cases were there any intermediates. 

** A. prunaria ab. sordiata 3" and ? . — Among a large brood 
reared from the eggs of a pair of normal A. prunaria, there 
appeared three males and two females of the aberration sordiata. 
Prom a pair of these Standfuss obtained thirteen prunaria 
(three males and ten females) and forty-two sordiata (twenty-four 
males and eighteen females). Again there were no transitional 
forms. 

" Amphidasys betularia, L., 3 , and ditto ab. doubledayaria, 
Mill., ? . — A female doubledayaria found by Steinert near 
Dresden produced seventy-five betularia (thirty males and forty- 
five females) and ninety doubledayaria (thirty-four males and 
fifty-six females). The male parent was doubtless an ordinary 
betularia. Two of the examples classed as betularia were darker 
than the normal, but otherwise no transitional forms occurred. 
Standfuss is of opinion that even these two need not be regarded 
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as owing their darker coloration to the cross, for it is well known 
that A. betularia, like P. monacha, is undergoing a gradually in- 
creasing melanism, which is probably protective, in many parts 
of its area of distribution. The extreme aberration double- 
dayaria, which thirty years ago was known only from Great 
Britain, has now appeared in Westphalia, the Rhine Provinces, 
Hanover, Gotha, and lastly in Dresden and Silesia. In several 
of these places it is becoming more and more common, and in 
at least some of them it is found side by side with the darkening 
forms of A, betularia, which, though of different nature and 
origin from the sport doubledayaria, are no doubt being preserved 
and brought up to its level (in aspect) under the influence of 
natural selection. 

" Boarmia repandata, L., 2 , and ditto ab. conversaria, Hb., 
? . A large brood raised from the eggs of a pair of normal 
B. repandata contained three males and one female of the 
aberration conversaria. This female, which was paired with a 
wild male B. repandata^ produced twenty-eight repandata (of 
which ten were males and eighteen females) and six conversaria 
(four being males and two females). The majority of the larvss 
died during the winter. Here again intermediate forms were 
entirely absent. 

** From the above experiments in the pairing of normal 
forms with aberrations and local races, performed or recorded by 
Standfuss, he arrives at the following conclusions : — 

** 1. When the normal form of a species (Grundart) is crossed 
with a gradually formed local race of the same species, the result is 
a series of intermediate forms. 

"2. When the normal form is crossed with a sporadic aberra- 
tion, the result in many cases is that the issue divides itself sharply 
between the normal form and the sport, intermediate forms being 
absent. 

"Hence, according to Standfuss, the process of species- 
formation must be gradual; for when two distinct species are 
crossed, the issue does not split up into the two parental forms 
as in the case when one parent is a suddenly formed aberration. 
On the contrary, the behaviour of the issue of two distinct 
species is very similar in kind to that of a species crossed with a 
local race or variety which is being gradually established by the 
accumulation of slight changes. It would seem therefore that 
although an aberration or sport may be perpetuated by inherit- 
ance, it can never acquire distinct specific rank. No doubt, 
however, it may, if selected, eventually replace the original form 
of the species." 



2p 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

NEW SPECIES OF SY^TOMIS FROM CHINA. 

By J. H. Leeoh B.A., F.L.S., &c. 

Syntomia xanthoma, sp. n. 
Frons yellow ; tegulse spotted with yellow at the base ; head and 
thorax blackish, its posterior edge yellow ; abdomen bluish black, 
with seven yello'i^ bands. Antennae black, white towards tip above. 
Primaries black with a purplish reflection, and six yellowish hyaline 
spots (one subbasal, one in the cell with a minute one below it; beyond 
the middle one towards costa, one towards inner margin, and one 
between them ; the latter is intersected by vein four). Secondaries 
colour of primaries, with yellowish hyaline patch at base, and an 
almost round spot just beyond the middle. Expanse, 40-44 millim. 

Four male specimens from the province of Kwei-chow. Taken 
in June or July. 

Habitat. Western China. 

In one example the hyaline spot towards costa is small, and 
that below cell is absent. 

Syntomis persimilis, sp. n. 

Head, thorax, and abdomen black; frons and tegulse yellow; 
abdomen with six yellow bands. Wings black shot with purple. 
Primaries have Ave large hyaline spots, each of the three outer ones 
intersected by a nervule. Secondaries have two large hyaline spots, 
the outer one intersected by a nervule. Expanse, 86 millim. 

Two female specimens fromNi-tou, and one from Omei-shan. 
Taken in June and July. 

Habitat. Western China. 

Allied to S. perixanthia, Hamps., but distinguished by the 
collar being black instead of yellow, and by the absence of yellow 
band on the metathorax. It is also a much smaller species. 

Syntomis swinhoei, sp. n. 
Allied to S. actea, Swinh., but the frons and head are black; the 
fronts of the tegulsB and the metathorax are marked with yellow. The 
abdomen of male has seven yellow bands, and that of the female six. 
On the primaries the black along fifth vein between the discal bar 
and marginal border is narrower, as also is the marginal border of 
secondaries. Expanse, $ 85 millim., $ 86 millim. 

A male specimen from Moupin, taken in June, and a female 
from Chia-ting-fu, captured in July. 

Var. obsoleta, nov. 
In this form the upper hyaline spot of the subapical trio is absent, 
and also the spot between the interno-median bar and the two sub- 
marginal spots; the border of secondaries is broader. Expanse, 
84 millim. 

One female example from Ningpo, taken in July. 

Habitat. Western China (type), North-eastern China (var.). 
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Syntomis dichotoma, sp. n. 
Frons white ; head and thorax black ; abdomen bluish black, with 
four yellow bands, first and fourth broader than the others ; antennse 
black, becoming white towards tip. Primaries black with a purplish 
reflection ; there are eight hyaline spots (one subdorsal, one nearly 
filling the dis'cal cell, two subapical, and four below) ; in the male the 
third of the series of four is double ; fringes marked with white below 
apex. Secondaries hyaline, broadly bordered with black, the inner 
edge of the border toothed. Expanse, <? 40-44 millim., ?, 48- 
46 millim. 

A long series from Moupin, taken in June. 

Var. concurrensy nov. 

Differs from the type in having the subbasal spot of primaries 
united with the fourth of outer series, as in S. davtdi, which 
species it greatly resembles in the character of markings. 

Four specimens from Kia-ting-fu, and one from the province 
of Kwei-chow, June and July. 

Habitat. Western China. 

Syntomis aucta, sp. n. 
Closely resembles 8. davidi, but the space between the costa and 
subcostal nervure is hyaline, and there is a small hyaline spot sepa- 
rated from the interno-median bar by the first vein ; the black border 
of secondaries is rather broader, and the tooth larger ; the tegulss are 
marked with yellow ; the abdomen of the male has seven yellow bands, 
and that of the female six, all of nearly uniform width. Expanse, 
<y 84 millim., ? 86-88 millim. 

One male specimen and two females from the province of 
Kwei-chow, taken in June or July. 
Habitat. Western China. 

Syntomis conseqim, sp. n. 
Female. Wings almost exactly identical with those of S. rubro- 
zonata^ but the frons is greyish, the collar is yellow, and there are six 
yellow bands on abdomen, the first of which is broad. Expanse, 
28 millim. 

One female specimen from Moupin, taken in June. 
Habitat. Western China. 

Syntomis euryzona, sp. n. 
Frons yellow ; head, thorax, and abdomen black, the latter with 
seven yellow bands, and the prothorax and metathorax each have a 
yellow patch. AntennsB black, apical third white. Primaries black, 
^ith the following yellowish markings : a bar in the interno-median 
interspace, with a spot above and a diffuse streak below its outer por- 
tion ; a cuneiform spot in the discal cell, and four other spots beyond 
the cell ; the second of these spots is also cuneiform, and separated 
from that in the cell by a black bar on the discoidals ; all the hyaline 
markings are contiguous, and only separated one from the other by the 
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venation. Secondaries yellowish hyaline, with a broad black border 
which is toothed on its inner edge. Expanse, 43 millim. 

One male specimen from Moupin, taken in June. Allied to 
S. pascvs^ Leech. 

Habitat. Western China. 

Syntomis leucoma, sp. n. 
Frons, tegulae, and fore tibisB white ; thorax and abdomen black, 
the latter with seven yellow bands, the last two of which are almost 
confluent. Primaries hyaline, venation black ; there is a black spot at 
outer extremity of cell, and this is united by a bar with the broad 
apical portion of the "black outer marginal border ; the latter is toothed 
at veins 2 and 8 ; there is a curved black streak along inner margin. 
Secondaries hyaline, with black outer border which is broadest at apex. 
Expanse, 28 millim. 

One male specimen from Omei-shan, taken in June. 
Habitat. Western China. 



SOME CHANGES in the NOMENCLATUBE and ABRANGE- 
MENT OP BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA-HETEBOOEBA. 

Dr. Sharp says (' Insects,' pt. i. p. 171) : — " It is estimated 
that about 250,000 species [of insects] have been already described 
and have had scientific names given to them, and it is considered 
that this is probably only about one-tenth of those that really 
exist. The classification in a comprehensible manner of such an 
enormous number of forms is, it will be readily understood, a 
matter of great dif&culty. Several methods or schemes have 
since the time of Linnaeus been devised for the purpose, but . . . 
most of them have fallen into disuse, and have only an historical 
interest. Even at present there exists, however, considerable 
diversity of opinion on the question of classification, due in part 
to the fact that some naturalists take the structure of the perfect 
or adult insect as the basis of their arrangement, while others 
prefer to treat the steps or processes by which the structure is 
attained as being of primary importance.'* 

Entomological science, it must be admitted, has made enor- 
mous strides, and at the present time our knowledge of the Order 
Lepidoptera is far greater than it was, say, even ten years ago. 
We must, however, still ask ourselves whether it is yet advisable 
for us to break away from the old system of arrangement and to 
adopt either of the others that have been submitted to us. The 
time will come, no doubt, when a change will have to be made, 
but this will hardly be until a system has been devised that from 
its thoroughness shall command universal acceptance. 

The majority of lepidopterists in this country are probably 
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satisfied with the classification and arrangement of British 
moths and butterflies now in use, which in the main accords 
with the system adopted on the continent. I have, however, 
been urged to publish a new edition of the * Entomologist 
Synonymic List ' giving all the changes in nomenclature intro- 
duced since 1884. Such a compilation would be expensive to 
print, and I am afraid would hardly meet with general support. 
It has occurred to me, however, that something provisional 
might be attempted, and I have therefore made the following 
rough jottings and extracts from *A Synonymic Catalogue of 
Lepidoptera-Heterocera,' by Mr. W. F. Kirby, and 'Fauna, 
British India, Moths,' by Sir George F. Hampson ; together with 
reference, where necessary, to *A Handbook of British Lepi- 
doptera,' by Mr. Edward Meyrick. — Richard South. 

SPHINGES. 

Sphingid^, Bdr. 

(Subfamily Acherontiin^, Hampson ; Manducinje, Kirby.) 

Acherontia atropos, Linn. — Hampson and Meyrick retain 

this species in Acherontia, Ochs., but Kirby places it in Manduca, 

Hiibn. (Tentamen, p. 1 (1810?)). 

(Subfamily Sphingin^, Hampson and Kirby.) 
Sphinx convolvuli, Linn. — Included by Hampson in Proto- 
parce, Burmeister, of which rustica, Walk., from Brazil is the 
type. Kirby sinks Protoparce in Phlegethontius, Hiibn. (type 
sexta, Joh., from America), and convolvuli is No. 36 of the forty- 
one species referred by him to the genus. Meyrick refers to the 
species under Sphinx, Linn. 

Sphinx ligustri, Linn. — The type of Sphinx^ Linn. 
Sphinx pinastri, Linn. — According to Kirby this is the type 
of Hyloicus, Hiibn., which Hampson includes in Protoparce, 
Burm. Meyrick places this species in Sphinx, Linn. 

(Subfamily Chcerocampin^, Kirby, [Ch^o.] Hampson.) 
Chcerocampa elpbnor, Linn., and C. celerio, Linn. — Hamp- 
son retains both species in Chcerocampa, Dup., giving the first- 
named as the type; but Kirby sinks this genus in Theretra, 
Hiibn. (type T. nessus, Drury), to which one hundred and fifteen 
species are referred, including elpenor (No. 1) and celerio (No. 31). 
Meyrick places both species in Deilephila, Ochs. 

Chcerocampa porcellus, Linn. — Kirby gives this as the type 
of Metopsilvs, Duncan (Nat. Libr. Brit. Moths, p. 154 (1836). 
Some of the Indian species included in this genus by Kirby are 
referred by Hampson to Theretra, others to Chcerocampa, one to 
Ampelophaga, and one to Gv/relca / Meyrick refers porceUvs to 
Deilephila^ Ochs, 
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Chcerocampa nerh, Linn. — The type of Daphnis, Hiibn., and 
adopted as such by Hampson, but mcluded by Meyrick in Deile- 
phila, Ochs. Kirby does not indicate the type of Daphnis, but 
he places nerii first in this genus. 

(Subfamily Smerinthinje, Kirby.) 
Smerinthus ocellatus, Linn. — The type of Smerinthtis, Latr. 
Smerinthus populi, Linn. — According to Kirby this species is 

the type of Amorpha, Hiibn., but Meyrick leaves it in Smerinthus. 
Smerinthus tili-e, Linn. — Kirby gives this as the type of 

Dilina, Dalm., and Meyrick also refers the species to this genus. 

(Subfamily Macroglossinje, Hampson and Kirby.) 
Macroglossa stellatarum, Linn. — Type of the genus. 
Macroglossa fuciformis, Linn., and M. bombyliformis, 
Ochsen. — The first-named is the type of Hemaris, Dalm., 
according to Kirby, but Hampson gives scabiosce, Zell., which 
Kirby refers, as a synonym, to H, tityus, Linn. = bombyliformis, 
Auct. 

Sesud^. 
The eighth family according to Hampson's arrangement, but 
other systematists place this family in Tineina. Meyrick, for 
example, makes it the first family (^geriadae) in the division, 
immediately followed by the Gelechiadse. 

ZvGiENIDJE. 

(Subfamily Zyg^nin^, Hampson.) 
(Subfamily Antecrocerin-e, Kirby.) 

Note. — Meyrick refers this family, together with the ZeuzeridsB 
and the Heterogeneidae, to Psychina. 

Zygjena FiLiPENDULiE, Liuu. — The type of the genus Zygcena, 
Fabr. (Hampson), but Kirby gives the same species as the type 
of Anthrocera, Scop., and phegea, Linn., as the type of Zygcena, 
Fabr. 

The following is the synonymy of the British species accord- 
ing to Kirby : — 

Zyg^na piLOSELLiE (Eut. Syu. List.) 

Anthrocera purpuralis, Miill. {Sph. p.), Zool. Dan. p. 116, 

n. 1345 (1776). 
Zygcena pythia, Fabr. Gen. Ins. p. 275 (1777); Fuessly, Mag. 

Ent. i. p. 140, pi. 1, fig. 6 (1778). 
Sph. pilosellce, Esp. Schmett. ii. p. 186, pi. 24, figs. 2a, b 

(1781), ii. (2) p. 14, pi. 40, figs. 3-6, p. 82, pi. 44, fig. 10 

(1789). 
Sph. minos, Den. and Schiff. Yerz. Schmett. Wien, p. 45, n. 1 

(1776) ; Hiibn. Beitr, Gesch. Schmett. ii. (1) p. 20, pi. 3, 
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(1790) ; Eur. Schmett. ii. fig. 8 (1797). Zyg. m., Ochs. 

Schmett. Eur. p. 22 (1808) ; Herr.-Schaff. Schmett. Eur. 

p. 80, n. 10, figs. 13-15 (1846) ; Dup. Lep. France, 

Suppl. ii. p. 40, pi. 4, fig. 4 (1835) ; Boisd. Icones, ii. 

p. 41, pi. 52, fig. 5 (1834). • 

Zyg. pluiOy Boisd. I. c. ii. p. 40, pi. 52, fig. 4 (1834) ; Dup. 

I. c. ii. p. 38, pi. 4, fig. 3 (1835). 
Zyg. heringi, Zell. Stett. Ent. Zeit. v. p. 42 (1844). 
Var. a. Z. pilosellce ab. interrupta, Staud. Cat. Lep. Eur. 

p. 45, n, 590 d (1871). 
Var. b. Z. nuUgena, Led. Verb. Zool. Bot. Ges. Wien, ii. 

p. 93 (1852); Birch. Ent. Mo. Mag. iii. p. 33, pi. 1, 

fig. 6 (1866). 
Var. c. Zyg. p. var. diaphana, Staud. Stett. Ent. Zeit. xxxi. 

p. 81 (1887). 

Zygjena exulans, E. S. L. 

Anthrocera exulans, Hochenw. and Eeiner {Sph. e,), Bot. 

Eeisen, p. 55, pi. 6, fig. 1 (1792); Esp. I.e. ii. (2) p. 17, 

pi. 41, figs. 1, 2 (1793); Hiibn. figs. 12, 101 (1803?). 

Zyg. e., Ochs. I e. p. 40 (1808); Boisd. Mon. Zyg. p. 47, 

pi. 3, fig. 3 (1829). 
Var. a. Zyg. e. var. subochracea, White, Scott. Nat. i. p. 175 

(1872). 
Var. b. Zyg. vanadis, Dalm. Vet. Acad. Handl. 1816, p. 223. 

Zyg^na meliloti, E. S. L. 

Anthroeera vicia, Fuessly (Sph. t?.), Neues Mag. ii. p. 208 

(1785). 
Sph. meliloti, Esp. I. c. p. 10, pi. 39, figs. 1-8 (1789). 

Zyg. m., Ochs. I. e. p. 43 (1808); Boisd. I. c. p. 51, pi. 3, 

fig. 5 (1829) ; Herr.-Shaff. I.e. p. 35, figs. 63, 78 (1846). 
Sph. loti, Hiibn. I. e. fig. 82 (1803). 
Sph. lo7iieercB var., Esp. I c. p. 195, pi. 25, fig. 3 (1781). 
Zyg. buglossiy Dup. I e, p. 138, pi. 12, fig. 4 (1835). 
V-ar. a. Zyg. stentzii, Freyer, Neu. Beitr. iii. p. 120, pi. 278, 

fig. 4 (1839). 
Zyg. meliloti var. atentzii, Herr.-Schaflf. I. c. p. 36, figs. 86, 

87 (1846). 
Var. b. Zyg. dahurica, Boisd. Icones, ii. p. 57, pi. 54, fig. 7 

(1834). 
Z. dorycnii, Dup. I.e. ii. p. 135, pi. 12, fig. 3 (1834). 
Var. c. Z. mel. var. confusa, Staud. Stett. Ent. Zeit. xlii. 

p. 398 (1881). 
Zyg^na trifolii, E. S. L. 
Anthrocera trifolii, Esp. {Sph. t) I. c. p. 223, pi. 34, figs. 4, 5 

(1783) ; Hiibn. I. c. figs. 99, 134, 135 (1818 ?). Zyg. t., 

Ochs. I.e. p. 47 (1808); Boisd. Mon. Zyg. p. 54, pi. 3, 

fig. 7 (1829). Anthr. t., Steph. 111. Brit. Ent Haust. ii. 

p. 108 (1828). 
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Sph. pratorum, Be Vill. Ent. Linn. ii. p. 114, n. 60 (1789). 
Var. a. Sph. glycirrhizce, Hiibn. fig. 138 (1818) ; Freyer, l. c. 

ii. p. 116, pi. 164, fig. 3 (1836). 
Var. b. Zyg. trifolii var. confliLens, Staud. Cat. Lep. Eur. 

p. 47, n. 611a (1871). 
Sph. achiUecB etjilipendulce, Geyer, I. c. ii. figs. 165, 166 (1841). 
Zyg. t. var. minoides, De Selys, Mem. Soc. Liege, ii. p. 6 

(1845). 
Zyg. 8cabio8CB, Haw. Lep. Brit. i. p. 74 (1803). 
Var. c. Sph. orobi, Hiibn. I. c. fig. 133 (1818 ?). 
Var. d. Anthr. meliloti, Staph. Ic. p. 107 (1828); Westw. 

and Humphr. Brit. Moths, i. p. 29, pi. 6, figs. 15, 16 

(1843). 
Var. e. Zyg. syracvsia, Zell. Isis, 1847, p. 301. Sph. s., 

Freyer, I. c. vi. p. 39, pi. 506, fig. 1 (1852). Zyg. 

aiistralisy Led. I.e. ii. p. 71 (1852); Walk. Cat. Lep. Hel. 

B. M. i. p. 84, n. 30 (1854). 
Zyg. fn/bZii var., Ramb. Cat. Lep. And. p. 177, pi. 1, figs. 5-8 

(1858-1866). 
Var. f. Zyg. t. var. gracilis^ Fuchs, Stett. Ent. Zeit. xli. 

p. 118 (1880). 

Zyg^na lonicer®, E. S.L. 

Anthrocera lonicera, Schev. {Sph. I.) Naturf. x. p. 97 (1777) ; 

Fuessly, Mag. i. p. 140, pi. 1, fig. 1 (1778); Esp. I.e. 

p. 183, pi. 24, figs. 1, a, b (1781), ii. (2), p. 12, pi. 39, 

figs. 9-14 (1789) ; Hiibn. I. c. figs. 7, 160 (1797-1818). 

Zyg. Z., Ochs. I. c. p. 49 (1808) ; Boisd. I. c. p. 56, pi. 3, 

fig. 8 (1829). 
Zyg.fulvia, Fuessly, I.e. pp. 114, 139, pi. 1, fig. 1 (1778). 
Sph. graminis, De Vill. Ent. Linn. ii. p. 115, n. 61 (1789). 
Zyg. lotiy Haw. I.e. p. 74(1803). Anthr. L, Steph. I.e. 

p. 109 (1828). 
Anthr. trifolii, Wood. Ind. Ent. pi. 4, fig. 3 (1839). 
Var. a. Zyg. I, var. eboraece, Prest, Ent. xvi. p. 273 (1883); 

Proc. Ent. Soc. Lond. 1883, p. xxviii. 
Var. b. Zyg. I. var. major, Frey. Lep. Schweiz, p. 67 (1880). 
Var. c. Zyg. I. ab. eitrina, Spey. Stett. Ent. Zeit. xlviii. 

p. 334 (1888). 

ZyG^NA FILIPENDULJE, E. S. L. 

Aiithroeera jilipendulce, Linn. {Sph, /.) Syst. Nat. i. p. 494 
n. 32 (1758); Faun. Suee. p. 290 (1761); Esp. I.e. 
p. 138, pi. 16a-e (1780), p. 233, pi. 36, fig. 8 (1783). 
^yg-f-i Ochs. I.e. p. 54 (1808); Grodt. Lep. France, iii. 
p. 127, pi. 22, fig. 2 (1821) ; Boisd. I. c. p. 59, pi. 4, fig. 1 
(1829) ; Curt. Brit. Ent. xii. pi. 547 (1835). Anthr. /., 
Steph. I. e. p. 110 (1828). 

Adscita aries, Eetz. Gen. Sp. Ins. p. 85, n. 35 (1783). 
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Var. a. Sph. chrysanthemi, Esp. I.e. ii. (2) p. 1, pi. 37, fig. 1 

(1789). 
Var. b. Sph, cytisi, Hiibn. I. c. fig. 26 (1797 ?). 
Var. c. Anthr. hippocrepidis, Steph. I. c. p. 109, n. 5 (1828) ; 

Wood. I. c. pi. 4, fig. 6 (1839). 
Var. d. Zyg. Jil. var. arctica, Schneid. Tromso Mus. Aarsh. 

iii. p. 85 (1880). 
Var. e. Zyg. manniif Herr.-ScMff. L c. vi. p. 44, figs. 109, 

110 (1851-1852). 
Var. f. Zyg, ochsenheimeri, Zell. Isis, 1847, p. 303. 
Sph. Jilipendulce major, Esp. I.e. ii. (2) p. 19, pi. 41, fig. 4 

(1789). 
Zyg. transalpina, Boisd. I. e. p. 63, pi. 4, fig. 3 (1829) ; Icones, 

ii. p. 67, pi. 54, fig. 10 (1834) ; Dup. I. e. ii. p. 64, pi. 6, 

fig. 1 (1835); Herr.-Schaff. I. e. p. 42, figs. 61, 62 (1846). 
Var. g. Zyg. ramburi, Led. Wien. Ent. Mon. v. p. 151, pi. 1, 

fig. 10 (1861); Herr.-Schaff. Neue Schmett. p. 32, 

figs. 161, 162 (1861). 
Zyg. gurda, Led. I. e. p. 152, pi. 1, fig. 9 (1861). 
Zyg. mersina, Herr.-Schaff. I.e. p. 32, fig. 163 (1861). 

BOMBYCES. 
Nycteolid^. 

Sarothripus undulans, Hiibn. — Kirby places this species in 
the LithosiidaB under the name Nycteola revayana, Scop., but 
Hampson refers it to the Noctuidae, including it in the subfamily 
SarrothripinaB as Sarrothrtpa revayana, Scop. . 

Earias chlorana, Linn. ; Hylophila prasinana, Linn. ; and 
H. BicoLORANA, Fues. — Thesc species belong to the Arctiid sub- 
family NycteolinaB of Hampson's arrangement, while Kirby in- 
cludes them in CymbidsB, a family placed between the Arctiidse 
and the Lithosiidae. 

NOLID^. 

NoLA, Leach, of which eueuUatella, Linn., is the type, is the 
representative genus of Nolinae, a subfamily of Hampson's 
ArctiidaB ; he remarks that some of the forms of this group are 
hardly structurally separable from SarrothripinaB, which he refers 
to the NoctuidaB. Kirby places Nola in the family LithosiidaB, 
and adopts albula. Den. and Schiff., for albulalis, and aertigula, 
Hiibn., for eentonalis. 

Meyrick refers strigula, Schiff., and alhula, Hiibn., to Uraba, 
Walk. ; and eentonalis, Hiibn,, and eonfusalis, H.-S., to Boeaelia, 
Hiibn. 

LlTHOSIID^. 

Calligenia miniata, Forst. — Hampson and Kirby both give 
this as the type of Miltoehrista, Hiibn.y and this genus is adopted 
by Meyrick for miniata said'senex. 
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LiTHOsu MESOMELLA, Linn. — This is the type of Cyhosia^ 
Hiibn., according to Eirby, who gives Liih. lutarella, Haw., as a 
variety of C. mesomeUa. Meyrick also uses Cybosia for this 
species. 

LiTHOSiA MUSCEBDA, Hufn. — Kirby indicates this species as 
the type of Santera, Wallengren (Wien. Ent. Mon. vii. pp. 146, 
147), but Meyrick retains it in Lithosia. 

LiTHOSiA soROBCULA, Hufu. — The type of Systropha, Hiibn., 
which Hampson merges in lAthosia, Fabr. Meyrick leaves this 
species in Lithosia. 

LiTHosiA coMPLANA, Linn. — The type of Lithosia, Fabr.; 
griseola, Hiibn., lurideola, Zinck., sericea, Gregs., and lutarella, 
Linn., all belong to this genus. 

LiTHOSiA DEPLANA, Esp. — Kirby sinks the name deplana, Esp., 
in favour of depressa, Esp., and indicates it as the type of 
Pelosia, Hiibn. 

LiTHOsiA CANioLA, Hubn. — The type of Eilema, Hiibn. (Kirby), 
included in Lithosia, Fabr., by Hampson and Meyrick. 

Gnophbia quadba, Linn., and G. bubbicollis, Linn. — Quadra 
is the type of (Eonistis, Hiibn., and rubricoUis the type of 
Gnophria, Stephens. 

Emydia cbibrum, Linn. — Kirby refers this species, as cribraiia, 
Linn., to Cosdnia, Hiibn., the type of which genus is striata, 
Linn. = grammica, Linn. This genus is also used by Meyrick 
for both species. 

EuOHELnDJE. 

Dbiopeia pulchella, Linn. — Kirby and Meyrick refer this 
species to Uteiheisa, Hiibn. (the type of which is omatrix, Linn.), 
and the former places it in the Lithosiidse. Hampson includes 
it, under the name Deiopia pulchella, in his Arctiid subfamily 
LithosiinsB. 

EucHELiA jacob^^, Liun. — The type of Hipocrita, Hiibn., 
according to Kirby, and placed by him in the LithosiidsB. Mey- 
rick refers this species to Tyria, Hiibn. 

(ABOTHDiE, Kirby and Hampson.) 
Callimobpha dominula, Linn., and C. heba, Linn. — The first- 
named species is the type of the genus Callimorpha, Latr., but 
Kirby sinks hera, Linn., as a synonym of quadripunctaria, Poda 
(Mus. GrsBC. p. 89 (1761)), and makes it the type of Euplagia, 
Hiibn. Meyrick retains Callimorpha for hera. 

Chelonud^. 
(Subfamily ABCTiiNiE, Kirby and Hampson.) 
Nemeophila bussula, Linn. — The type of Diacrisia, Hiibn., 
according to Kirby, who refers to it as D. sannio, Linn. Meyrick 
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includes this species, together with mendica, Glerck, urticedy Esp., 
menthastri, Esp., and Itihricipeda, Linn., in Diacrisia. 

Nembophila plantaginis, Linn. — Kirby gives this as the type 
of Parasemia, Hiibn., but Meyrick places the species in Arctia^ 
Schrank. 

Arctia caia, Linn., and A. villica, Linn. — The latter species 
is the type of Arctia, Schrank ; and Hampson also includes 
orientaUs, Moore, which is probably an Lidian form of caia, Linn., 
in this genus ; but Kirby gives caia as the type of Hypercompa, 
Hiibn. The latter species, and also villica, are referred to Arctia 
by Meyrick. 

Spilosoma fuliginosa, Linn. — The type of Phragmatobia, 
Stephens. 

(Subfamily Spilosomatin-se, Kirby.) 

Spilosoma mendioa, Clerck. — The type of Diaphora, Stephens. 
Spilosoma menthastri, Esp., and S. ubtio^, Esp. — The first 
named is the type of Spilosoma, Stephens ; but as Kirby has 
adopted lubricipeda, Linn., it may be useful to give his full 
synonymy of this, and also of the species usually referred to as 
S. lubricipeda, Esp. : — 

S. lubricipeda, Linn. (Bombyx L), Syst. Nat. i. p. 505, n. 47 
(1758) ; Faun. Suec. p. 303 (1761). Phalana l. Scop. 
Ent. Carn. p. 208, n. 513 (1763). 
Bomb, lubricipeda alba, Hufn. Berl. Mag. ii. p. 412, n. 25 

(1766). 
Phal. lepus, p., Eetz. Gen. Spec. Ins. p. 37, n. 47 (1783). 
Bomb, menthastri, Esp. Schmett. iii. p. 334, pi. 66, fig. 6-10 
(1786) ; Hiibn. Eur. Schmett. ii. figs. 152, 153 (1804 ?). 
Euprepia m., Ochs. Schmett. Eur. iii. p. 354 (1810). 
Chelonia m., Godt. Lep. France, iv. p. 362, pi. 37, fig. 5 
(1822). Spilosoma m., Steph. l. c. ii. p. 75, pi. 16, fig. 3 
(1828). 
Phal. erminea, Marsh. Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. i. p. 70, pi. 1, 

fig. 1 (1791). 
Bomb, mendica, ? , Eossi, Faun. Etrusc. ii. p. 174, n. 1603 

(1790). 
Var. a. Spil. walkeri, Curt. Brit. Ent. ii. pi. 92 (1825). 
Chel. menthastri, var., Godt. I. c. pi. 37, fig. 6 (1822). 
Var. b, Chel. luxerii, Godt. I. c. p. 360, pi. 37, fig. 4. 
Spilosoma lubbicipeda, Esp. — The type of Spilarctia, Butl. 
(Cistula, Entom. ii. p. 39), which Hampson merges in Spilosoma. 
Kirby gives the following synonymy of the species : — 

S. lutea, Hufn. (Bombyx lubricipeda lutea), Berl. Mag. ii. 

p. 412, n. 26 (1766). 
Bombyx lubricipeda, &, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 506, n. 47 (1758). 

B. lubric. $ , Linn. Faun. Suec. p. 303 (1761) ; Bomb. I., 
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Esp. Schmett. iii. p. 330, pi. 66, figs. 1-5 (1786) ; Marsh. 

Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. i. p. 71, pi. i. fig. 2 (1791) ; 

Hiibn. Eur. Schmett. ii. figs. 155, 156 (1804?). EuprepiaL, 

Ochs. Schmett. Eur. iii. p. 358 (1810). Cheloiiia Z., Godt. 

Lep. France, iv. p. 358, pi. 37, fig. 3 (1822). Spilo- 

soma I, Steph. 111. Brit. Ent. Haust. ii. p. 77 (1828). 
Phalcena lepus, p., Eetz. Gen. Spec. Ins. p. 37, n. 47 (1783). 
Var. a. Noctua zatima, StoU. Pap. Exot. iv. pi. 381, fig. f 

(1781). Spil. (?) z., Mill. Ann. Soc. L. Lyon (2), xi. 

p. 26, pi. 49, fig. 5-7 (1864). 
Bomb, radiatus, Haw. Ent. Trans, i. p. 336 (1812). Spilos. 

radiata, Steph. Z. c. p. 77 (1828); Westw. and Humph. 

Brit. Moths, i. pp. 88, 92, pi. 18, fig. 19 (1843). 
Var. b. Spilos. z. var. deschangei, Dep. Ann. Soc. Ent. France 

(6), vi. p. 283, p]. 4, fig. 4 (1886). 

Note. — All the species referred to above under the heading 
BoMBYCES are included by Meyrick in the family ArctiadaB of his 
division Cabadrinina. 

(To be continued.) 



DESCRIPTIONS OF EIGHT NEW SPECIES OF SOUTH 

AMERICAN CHRYSOMELIDiB. 

By Martin Jacoby, F.E.S. 

Lamprosphcerm igneipennis, n. sp. 

Below piceous, with more or less metallic blue or green, above 
bright cupreous ; anteunsB fulvous ; thorax remotely and finely, elytra 
strongly and semi-regularly punctured, narrowly margined with 
metallic blue at the sides ; tarsi piceous. Length, 4-5 mill. 

Head with a more or less distinct central groove, metallic green, 
strongly and remotely punctured, the clypeus separated from the face 
by distinct grooves, sparingly punctured, its anterior edge concave ; 
labrum fulvous, stained with piceous ; palpi slender, fulvous ; an- 
tenusB nearly extending to the apex of the elytra, fulvous, the apical 
joint piceous, the third and following joints very elongate and slender ; 
thorax three times broader than long, the sides rounded, strongly 
narrowed towards the apex, narrowly margined, the disc finely and 
sparingly punctured, cupreous, the margins more or less metallic 
blue ; the scutellum cupreous, its apex pointed ; elytra with a shallow 
transverse depression below the base, oblong-ovate, bright cupreous,, 
rather strongly punctured in semi- regular somewhat distantly placed 
rows, the lateral margins metallic blue ; under side and legs more or 
less dark bluish or greenish, the sides of the breast piceous ; tarsi of 
the latter colour or fulvous ; prosternum much broader than long. 

Hab. Amazons. 

I have preserved the name given to this species by the late 
M. Lefevre, who examined the insect. 
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Chrysodina alutacea, n. sp. 

Obscure sBneous, above obscure cupreous, base of the autennse 
fulvous ; upper surface minutely granulate ; thorax finely and sub- 
remotely, elytra distantly punctured in longitudinal rows. Length, 
4 mill. 

Of an obscure opaque cupreous colour ; the head minutely granu- 
late and extremely finely punctured ; the antennae very short, the 
lower six joints fulvous, the rest black, the penultimate four joints 
strongly widened, the terminal one more elongate but thickened ; 
thorax about one-half broader than long, the basal margin broadly 
rounded and produced at the middle, the surface minutely granulate, 
finely and rather remotely punctured, the sides obliquely narrowed 
towards the apex, the basal margin with a row of closely placed 
stronger punctures at the sides ; scutellum broad, its sides rounded, 
impunctate ; elytra sculptured and punctured like the thorax, but the 
punctures widely placed and arranged in distant longitudinal rows, the 
last two interstices at the sides slightly convex ; under side and legs 
very dark ©neous. 

Hab. Bolivia. 

The entire very fijiely granulate upper surface of this species, 
giving it an opaque but submetallic appearance, will distinguish 
it from any other described Chrysodina, I have preserved the 
name given to it by Lefevre, who had the insect for examination. 

Chrysodina cupricolliSy n. sp. 

Blackish, the breast metallic green ; head and thorax bright 
cupreous, strongly and subremotely punctured ; elytra metallic green, 
strongly subgeminate, punctate-striate. Length, i mill. 

Head minutely granulate, remotely but distinctly punctured ; cly- 
peus wedge-shaped, punctured like the head, its anterior edge oblique 
at the sides, emarginate at the middle ; labrum and palpi piceous ; 
antennae black, the lower five joints more or less fulvous, the basal 
one metallic green above ; thorax twice as broad as long, the sides 
obliquely rounded and narrowed in front, the surface rather remotely 
and strongly punctured, bright cupreous, the basal margin with a row 
of stronger punctures ; scutellum broad, cupreous, impunctate ; elytra 
much more strongly punctured than the thorax, metallic green, the 
basal portion without depression, the punctures anteriorly arranged 
somewhat in double rows, singly below the middle, the interstices flat 
and impunctate, below nearly black, the breast metallic green, the 
tibiae slightly of the latter colour ; tarsi piceous. 

Hab. Eosario, Argentine Eepublic. 

Of same coloration as C. opulenta, Lefev., but nearly black 
below ; the head and thorax of different sculpture ; the antennae 
differently coloured. Two specimens in my collection. 

Chrysodina paraguayensis, n. sp. 
Metallic bluish below, above metallic green ; the basal joints of the 
antennae fulvous ; head and thorax subremotely and finely punctured ,* 
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elytra more strongly punctured in semi-regular rows, the last inter- 
stice costate. Length, 5 mill. 

Head rather strongly but not closely punctured ; the epistome not 
separated from the face, its anterior margin very slightly concave ; 
labrum black ; antennaB extending to the base of the thorax, black, the 
lower five joints fulvous, the basal joint stained with piceous above, 
terminal joints broader than long ; thorax twice as broad as long, the 
sides strongly and obliquely narrowed in front, the surface finely but 
not very closely punctured, the interstices sparingly and still more 
finely punctate, the base scarcely produced at the middle, the basal 
margin with a row of stronger punctures ; soutellum much broader 
than long ; elytra with a short but distinct transverse depression below 
the base, the sides narrowly marginate, the surface rather strongly 
punctured in somewhat close rows, the outer interstice costate from 
below the shoulders to the apex ; under side dark blue, nearly im- 
punctate ; tarsi blackish ; prosternum longer than broad, rugose, and 
pubescent. 

Hab. Paraguay. 

One of the larger-sized species, which may be known by the 
blue under and green upper surface, the colour of the antennae, 
and their very broad terminal joints. 

Chrysodina peruana^ n. sp. 

Violaceous, above metallic cupreous ; head and thorax very finely 
and closely punctured ; elytra more strongly punctate, the punctures 
arranged in rows, the last interstice at the side costate near the apex. 
Length, 6 mill. 

Head extremely minutely granulate, rather closely and strongly 
punctured ; the clypeus not separated from the face, subquadrate ; 
palpi stained with metallic green ; antennse black, the lower four joints 
fulvous below, metallic greenish above, terminal joints very strongly 
transverse, much broader than long, extending beyond the base of the 
thorax ; the latter twice as broad as long, of the usual shape, the 
punctuation fine and close, with still smaller punctures at the inter- 
stices ; scutellum broader than long, cupreous, with a few punctures ; 
elytra punctate-striate, the punctures stronger than those of the 
thorax, each elytron with about fifteen or sixteen rows, somewhat 
unevenly placed, the last interstice strongly costate below the middle ; 
under side and legs violaceous blue, nearly impunctate ; tarsi piceous. 

Hob. Peru. 

Of larger size, but similar coloration as C.fulgurans, Har.; 
the terminal joints of the antennae much broader than in that 
species and of different colour, the punctuation of the thorax 
finer and closer. 

Deuterocaihpta opaca, n. sp. 

Greenish black ; head and thorax greenish sBueous, opaque, spar- 
ingly punctured ; elytra obscure fulvous, opaque, distinctly punctate- 
striate. Length, 10 mill. 

Head greenish, opaque, with a few fine punctures ; the anterior 
margin of the clypeus straight ; antennae black, the basal two joints 
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flavous below, terminal joints distinctly widened, scarcely longer than 
broad ; thorax three times broader than long, the sides straight at 
the base, moderately rounded in front, the anterior angles not mucro- 
nate, the surface dull opaque greenish aeneous, very sparingly punc- 
tured, the sides with some stronger punctures ; scutellum metallic 
green ; elytra wider at the base than the thorax, regularly convex, 
rather strongly and regularly punctate-striate, dull and opaque, fulvous, 
the interstices entirely impunctate ; epipleurae, the under side, and legs 
dark metallic greenish. 

Hab. Brasils. 

A species of very dull colouring, and somewhat silky appear- 
ance, allied to D. ceneo-kicens, Stal, which is described as having 
the elytra **testaceo-pellucidis," and a distinctly punctured 
thorax. 

Deuterocampta (?) irregularis, n. sp. 

Black ; the head with a small fulvous spot ; thorax extremely 
finely and sparingly punctured ; elytra fulvous, irregularly punctured 
in double and treble rows ; terminal joint of the tarsi dentate. Length, 
12-13 mill. 

Head with a few fine punctures, black, the vertex with a small 
fulvous spot ; ultimate joint of the palpi testaceous at the apex; thorax 
nearly three times broader than long, the sides straight and parallel at 
the base, rounded near the anterior angles ; the latter rather produced, 
the disc very sparingly and finely punctured, the sides with some 
slightly larger punctures, black ; scutellum triangular, black ; elytra 
rather wider at the base than the thorax, entirely fulvous, rather 
strongly, closely, and irregularly punctured, the punctures here and 
there arranged in rows, although very indistinctly so ; under side and 
legs black, the sides of the breast nearly impunctate ; tibisB only 
channelled near the apex, the claw-joint toothed at the apex ; claws 
distant. 

Hab. Bolivia. 

This species scarcely fits into any of the groups of StaFs 
arrangement, and differs from almost any of its allies in the 
irregularly punctured elytra ; the prosternum, however, scarcely 
differs from that of Deuterocampta, but the dentate claw-joint 
agrees with Leptinotarsa, from which it again differs in the non- 
sulcate tibiae. Two specimens are contained in my collection. 
The species entirely resembles Doryphora semifulva, Jac, like- 
wise from Bolivia, except in the structural characters. 

Deuterocampta crux nigra, Stal, var. bimaculata. 

Piceous ; the labrum, antennae, and the legs fulvous ; thorax finely 
punctured, the disc blackish, the sides broadly flavous ; elytra finely 
punctate-striate, flavous, the suture, the lateral margins posteriorly, 
and a small round spot below the middle of each elytron greenish 
black. Length, 11 mill. 

Head finely and rather closely punctured, piceous, the vextex with 
a fulvous spot ; the clypeus and the labrum fulvous ; antennae only 

ENTOM. — JULY, 1898. Q 
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extending to the base of the elytra, entirely fulvous, the terminal joints 
strongly transversely dilated and flattened ; thorax twice as broad as 
long, the sides straight at the base, rounded anteriorly, the angles not 
produced, the middle of the disc finely and rather closely punctured, 
greenish black, this colour in shape of a broad transverse band which 
has the sides deeply concave, the latter bright flavous, nearly im- 
punctate ; elytra finely punctate-striate, the suture, a narrow stripe 
on the shoulders, the lateral margins and epipleur© at the posterior 
half, and a spot below the middle near the sides greenish black. 

Hab, Brasils. Oxford Museum collection and my own. 

This variety, of which two specimens are before me, agrees in 
every particular with the typical form, except that the transverse 
narrow elytral band of the latter is here absent and replaced by 
a small round spot, which at first sight might suggest the specific 
distinction of the species ; and as two exactly similar specimens 
axe before me, I thought the variety deserving of another name, 
no other instance having ever come under my observation in 
regard to this species, the variety of which seems to be ex- 
tremely rare. 

Deuterocampta sedvla, Stal. 

This insect I believe to be only a variety of D. pmtulicoUisy 
Stal, in which the narrow elytral stripes have disappeared ; there 
is no differenco in any other respect between the two insects. 



SYNOPSIS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN BEES OF THE 
GENUS STELI8. 

By T. D. a. Cockbkbll, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

The North American species of Stelis may be separated as 
follows : — 

More or less blue or green 1. 

Black, not at all blue or green .... 8. 

1. Second recurrent nervure ending a little beyond 

tip of second submarginal cell ; olive-green 

species. (Colo.) montana, Cress. 

Second recurrent nervure ending a little before 
tip of second submarginal cell ; dark blue or 
blue-black species 2. 

2. Length about 8 mm. ; thorax strongly and 

sparsely punctured. (Calif.) . . . subcarulea, Cress. 
Length about 6 mm. ; thorax closely punctured. 

(Colo.) elegoitis, Cress. 

8. Length about 10 mm. ; markings red. (Ga.) . amtralis, Cress. 

Markings yellow 4. 

Markings white or yellowish white ... 5. 
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4. Legs black, except knees and a line on anterior 

tibiae; wings tinged with fuscous, darker 
on costa ; abdominal bands uninterrupted. 
(Calif.) latidncta, Cress. 

Legs yellowish, femora and tibiae behind partly 

black ; wings fuliginous. (Indiana) . . obesa, Say. 

Legs entirely falvo-ferruginous ; wings sub- 
hyaline, costa broadly fuscous. (Tex., N.M.) costalis, Cress. 

5. Length about 5 mm 6. 

Length over 7 mm. ; second recurrent nervure 

reaching second submarginal cell before its 

tip 8. 

6. Pubescence of thoracic dorsum black. (Nev.) . interruptUj Cress. 
Pubescence of thoracic dorsum whitish or 

griseous ^ 7. 

7. Abdomen with only six white spots. (Calif.) seoumcuyalata, Ashm. 
Abdomen with at least eight spots. (Pa., Ills.) lateralis^ Cress. 
Abdomen with at least four slightly interrupted 

bands faderaliSf Smith. 

8. Pubescence mostly black .... ruMf n. sp. 
Pubescence pale 9. 

9. Densely punctured. (Colo.) . . . svhemarginata, Cress. 
. Sparsely punctured 10. 

10. Abdominal bands broadly subemarginate at sides 

posteriorly. (Colo.) monticola, Cress. 

Abdominal bands not subemarginate at sides. 

(Canada, N.Y.) nitidaf Cress. 

Stelis lateralis var. permaculata, n. var. 

^ . Length about 4 J mm. ; black, strongly punctured ; abdomen 
with transverse subdorsal white marks on each of the first five 
segments, those on the fifth nearly obsolete, and similar lateral marks 
on the first three segments, making sixteen marks in all. Wings 
hyaline, slightly smoky on costa near apex, second recurrent nervure 
reaching second submarginal cell distinctly before its end. Pubescence 
all pale. 

Hab. Santa Fe, New Mexico, July 7th (Ckll. 1889). Mr. C. 
Bobertson records 16-spotted males of lateralis from Illinois, but 
does not state whether the venation was peculiar. 

Stelis rubif n. sp. 
2 . Length about 8^ mm., fairly robust, shining, strongly and 
closely punctured, black, with cream-coloured marks on the abdomen, 
viz. narrow bands on first and second segments, very narrowly inter- 
rupted in the middle, and transverse median stripes on third and 
fourth, that on the third about twice as long as that on the fourth. 
The band on first segment is gently curved downwards at the sides ; 
that on the second is narrowed to a mere Hue sublaterally, broadening 
at the extreme sides. These markings are only very sparsely punc- 
tured, and so shine more than the rest of the abdomen. Pubescence 
sparse, black ; mixed with the black on the lower half of the face in 
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some shorter silvery pubescence. Basal enclosure of middle segment 
smooth and shining, densely punctured along its base. Scutellum 
channelled at sides. Apical segment of abdomen dorsally keeled, the 
keel smooth and shining ; apex produced to a very sharp point, v^ith a 
small but abrupt notch on each side. Venter with minute close punc- 
tures. Legs black, hind tibiae with a long apical spine, middle tibisB 
with a pair of short spines. Anterior tarsi with some short orange - 
brown pubescence on inner side. TegulsB black, punctured. Wings 
smoky, a darker shade in the marginal cell ; nervures black, second 
recurrent nervure reaching second submarginal cell considerably before 
its apex ; second submarginal cell conspicuously longer than first. 

Hab. Seattle, Washington State, May 11th, 1897, at flowers 
of Rubus ursinm. Collected by T. Kincaid. 

Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. : May 31st, 1898. 



NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

Tinea vastella. — In * Nature ' for June 9th last Mr. W. H- 
McGorquodale states that the horns of some antelope skulls that he 
received from West Africa were all ** infested by singular, thin finger- 
like protuberances which seemed to grow from the horn." These he at 
first thought were fungi ; but afterwards found them to be cocoons o 
Tinea vastella. A sketch of the skull and horns of a harte-beest, with 
the cocoons in situ, is given, and also separate figures of the cocoons, 
the latter drawn one-half natural size. Mr. McCorquodale says : — ** A 
very interesting point with regard to the habits of this insect which 
has not yet been cleared up, but upon which I hope to be able to 
throw some light through the observations of officers now serving in 
Africa, is that it has been asserted to feed on the horns of living 
animals ; and in support of this I will quote the following : — * Dr. Fitz- 
gibbon, many years ago, while in Gambia, stated he was surprised at 
finding grubs enclosed in cases which projected from the horns of 
animals freshly killed, the blood not being yet dry, the carcases 
of the animals being exhibited in the market-place.' This statement 
is recorded in vol. i. of the * Proceedings * of the Dublin Zoological 
Society: — *In contradiction, Lieut. -Colonel Wenman Coke said he 
had shot large numbers of various species of horned animals in South 
Africa, but that he had never seen the horn of a living animal per- 
forated by one of these larvae, although he had seen many dead horns 
infested by them. Colonel Coke is most confident that the larvsB never 
attack a living animal ; he says that had this been the case it could not 
have escaped his observation. Mr. Truman concurs in expressing great 
doubt as to the correctness of the theory that the larv» feed on the 
horns of living animals.* We have the strong evidence of Dr. Fitz- 
gibbon, and might argue that as the fibrous substance of the horn 
undergoes little or no change at the death of the animal, there seems 
no reason why the moth should not deposit its eggs when the living 
animal is at rest, nor why the larvae should not penetrate the horn. I 
venture to assert as my own opinion, and that of many sportsmen from 
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whom I have made enquiries, that the larva does not feed ori the horns 
of living animals ; had this been the case, it would not have escaped 
the observation of some of our * mighty African hunters.' Thus Dr. 
Fitzgibbon's statement stands alone; the question must, however, 
Temain sub jvdice,'* 

Erana graminosa. — This beautiful native green Noctuid exhibits a 
range of variation equalled only by a few other endemic species of 
moths. The specimen figured by Hudson, in his * Manual of New 
Zealand Entomology,' is not quite typical of the species, as it occurs 
at Oamaru in the North Otago district. I collected a fine series there 
twelve years ago; and sent a good group of them to the Colonial 
Museum at Wellington shortly afterwards. Amongst them were at 
least a dozen specimens exhibiting distinctive phases of variation or 
varieties equally well defined as the forms of Hydroscia nictitans 
figured by Mr. J. W. Tutt (Entom. xxi. 289). If a dozen distinctive 
forms were selected, and we were to begin with the darkest and end 
with the palest, Mr. Hudson's figure would range about fourth in the 
series. Becently I have seen a good series collected in the native 
vegetation at Wakauni, six miles seawards of Ashburton. Although 
not quite so variable as the Oamaru forms, there is considerable varia- 
tion amongst them. The various shades of green exhibited by each 
variety are more distinct in some localities than in others. — 
W. W. Smith. 

** Snowstorms in June.'* — Under this heading a writer in the 
'Standard' (June 2nd), referring to the severe weather in North 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire, says : — ** The unseasonable weather 
is proving disastrous to insect life, and scores of dead and stupified 
butterflies are lying about the garden.'* Can any reader of the 
* Entomologist ' corroborate this ? 

** Insect Grafting. — A discovery which may lead to important 
results has been made by Mr. Henry E. Crampton, Instructor in 
Biology in Columbia University. Mr. Crampton has been studying 
the work of a German scientist named Born, and has made a practical 
test of some of his theories, with extraordinary results. He has expe- 
rimented on the embryo of the butterfly at the period of its existence 
when it lies inactive in its cocoon, after its life as a caterpillar. Every- 
one has seen the grub spinning its delicate nest on a leaf or twig, and 
entering it, as into a grave, remaining there eating nothing and appa- 
rently dead for a few weeks ; and then emerging from it a beautiful 
creature with wings. Mr. Crampton collected a number of these 
cocoons, and operated on their insensible occupants. He found that 
he could cut the comatose creatures in half and join the half of one to 
the half of another without affecting the life of either. The chrysalids 
so joined accomplished the usual period of their retirement and emerged 
from it as two butterflies, with wonderful combinations of colours and 
organisms, apparently none the worse for the operation which had been 
performed. Prof. Smith, of the New Jersey Experiment Station, who 
has made the facts of Mr. Crampton's work known, believes that the 
discovery will constitute an era in biological science. The principle has 
an endless variety in possible forms of application, and may eventually 
reach to higher orders of life. The possibility of continuing two natures 
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in a single living organism being once demonstrated, scientists will 
perceive how far-reaching may be the effects of such experiments." 

The above paragraph, from the * Christian Herald,' is reprinted in 
the June issue of * Entomological News,* the organ of the Entomolo- 
gical Section of the Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, and 
the American Entomological Society. 

Vespa orientalis. — Some account of this insect, as a species widely 
distributed in Bible lands, may possibly prove interesting. In the first 
place, though almost identical with its British congener, Vespa crabro, 
in point of colour, it may readily be distinguished from the latter insect 
in having a larger proportion of chestnut-brown covering the whole of 
the upper portion of the abdomen, and only the two lower segments 
consisting of yellow spotted with brown, instead of three or four as is 
the case with F. crabro. Also, if there is any difference in shape, 
V. orientalis is rather the more slender of the two. Never having 
myself come across a nest of this species, I oi course cannot judge as 
to its composition, but infer that it may be of clay instead of wood 
from paling or hollow tree, after the manner of F. crabro^ F. vulgaris, 
F. germanicay &c., when engaged in sawing with their mandibles the 
requisite materials for the preparation of their cells ; and indeed on 
the confines of the Egyptian desert there are no timber trees, as a rule, 
with the sole exception of the date palm, for any such purpose; but 
these Hymenoptera flit about the walls of sun-dried clay in the 
outskirts of Cairo, Heliopolis, &c., and also numerously frequent the 
bakers' shops in the bazaars. After my ascent by the southern stair- 
case to the roof of the time-honoured Temple of Isis at Denderah 
(anciently Tentyra), on Dec. 24th, 1883, 1 found myself in a somewhat 
uncomfortable position, as the summit of the wall was fenced by no 
parapet and there was a drop of probably thirty feet on the outer, and 
possibly twenty feet on the inner, side of the wall, and the hornets that 
were clustered on the patches of clay on the outer wall of the little 
chapel of Isis on the roof, being disturbed in their depredations by our 
advance, began to fly wildly about our heads. The said clay cells were 
tbe work of the little tawny- coloured bee scientifically known as Calico- 
doma sicula, and they have plastered not only the hieroglyphics, but 
one whole side of the exterior of the temple. I have three specimens 
of F. orientalis from the cliffs of Lycopolis that I visited on Dec. 22nd, 
and doubtless the presence of C. sicida accounted for their being here 
also, as on p. 180 of my ' Nine Hundred Miles up the Nile ' the 
following passage occurs: — **Nor must the wonderful labours of 
hymenopterous insects be left unnoticed that have selected the western 
side of the cliff as doubtless the most sheltered for their abode, and 
completely covered it, in one particular spot, with masses of clay 
cells." Great interest attaches to the fact of the modern traveller 
finding F. orientalis and C sicula side by side, as there can be little 
doubt but what these are the identical hornet and bee mentioned in 
Holy Writ. F. orientalis was also noticed at Minieh, Upper Egypt, in 
the outskirts of the town, and around its sugar factory, on Dec. 20th, 
cf. * Nine Hundred Miles up the Nile,' pp. 120 and 122 : — " Hornets 
were very abundant. Five days only from Christmas and the thermo- 
meter is 79° in the sun, and several hornets are settled on the ground 
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outside the mill, to regale then^selves on the mingled molasses and 
water that drips from the waste-pipe." And p. 108, a propos of 
Helwan : — ** Hornets are abundant.'* 

In conclusion, the same indefatigable little insect (Calicodoma sicula, 
above mentioned) has covered nearly ail the ancient carving of the 
hieroglyphics on the oldest obelisk in Egypt, that of Heliopolis (which 
Joseph must often have gazed on, as his father-in-law was priest of its 
temple), with the coating of its clay cells. — F. A. Walker, J) J). ; 
Dun Mallard, Cricklewood. 

Notes on Silk-producino Lepidoptera. — A pairing of long duration 
between Antheraa pemyt, male (Chinese oak silkworm), and A, mylitta, 
female, of India, took place on May 12th, 1898. On the 18th, 125 
eggs were laid during the night, and 91 on May 14th, a total of 216 
eggs. After many years' experience, I always found that the pairings 
of different species of Lepidoptera never had a good result unless the 
species are closely allied, like A, pemyi and A, rolylei, or Platysamia 
cecropia with P. gloveri or P. ceanoihi. However, the pairing above 
mentioned gave me this time a hope that I should be able to rear a 
hybrid pei-nyi-mylitta, but I was again disappointed. The ova were 
all fertile, the larvsB became fully developed, but they were unable to 
cut the shell of the egg. I extracted about two dozen larvsB from the 
eggs, and all were alive and active. The head of the larva was like 
that of pemyi and the body like that of mylitta, 

Rfwdm fugax. This most interesting Japanese species was bred 
successfully, and for the first time, in 1895. The ova, which I had 
received from Japan, began to hatch on May 1st. The larva, which is 
easy to rear, feeds on various species of Salix, and, like Anthercea 
yama-mai, it hybernates in the ovum state. One half of the larvae 
(about fifteen) were reared in the house, the others on a sallow in the 
garden. The larvae bred in the house commenced their cocoons on 
July 1st, those bred in the garden about July 15th. A peculiarity of 
the fugax larva is that it squeaks when touched, or even if it is slightly 
disturbed. The cocoon, which has the same curious form as that of 
the Indian R, newara^ is of a most beautiful green. 

Hyperchuia janus. During the season of 1895 I received several 
lots of pupsB of this large Central American species. There were 
thirty cocoons in the second lot, and I kept them all for the purpose 
of rearing the larvae. They arrived on July 5th, and all the moths 
emerged from July 7th to 14th, the number of females being larger 
than that of the males. Four or five pairings took place, yet none of 
the eggs of the various broods hatched, which was a very great 
disappointment. I am unable to account for this extraordinary and 
fatal result, the first of the kind I ever had witnessed, as the cocoons 
and the moths, which were in splendid condition, had not suffered 
from cold or any other cause, and the greatest care had been taken of 
the couples. A singular fact also is that the moths, with one excep- 
tion, laid only a very small number of their eggs. 

This year (1898) three Japanese silk-producers are being bred — 
Caligula japonica^ Rkodia fugax, and Anther aa yama-mai. These three 
species are all in the ovum state during the winter. The eggs all 
hatched in May.— Alfred Wailly ; Tudor Villa, Norbiton. 
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BxjsiNA TXNEBBOSA. — On June 11th I took a partially gynandrous 
specimen of Bxisina tenehrosa. All the wings, the body, and right 
antenna are those of a normal male ; but the left antenna and palpi 
are those of a female : the effect of which is to give the insect a carious 
** lop-sided ** appearance. I took it on a gas-lamp at Winchester, after 
securing a fine specimen of Dianthcecia conspersa on the same lamp. — 
H. W. SHBPHBAED-WALwyN ; Wost Downs, Winchester. 



CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

CoLLBCTiKG AT NoBTHWooD, MiDDLESifix. — It may be of interest that 
Argynnis euphrosyne is now on the wing at Northwood, and in fine 
condition, though not plentiful. Other insects noticed are as follows : — 
Pieris brassica, P. rapa, P. napi, Euchloe cardamines, Vanessa urticcs 
(hybemated), Lycana alexis, Ccenonyrnpha pamphilus, LibeUula depressa 
(female only). — F. A. Walker, D,D. ; Dun Mallard, Oricklewood, N.W., 
June 7th, 1898. 

Amphidasys bbtulabia var. doubledayaria in the Loni>on District. 
— It may be of interest to place on record another instance of the 
occurrence of the melanic form of betuLaria as far south as East Dulwich, 
a specimen of the var. doubledayaria (female), taken on June 6th by Mr. 
Eric Arnold, having just been sent to me for identification. • The captor, a 
young entomologist, found his specimen paired with a male of the ordinary 
form, but unfortunately did not attach any importance to the preservation of 
the Uvin^ moth for the purpose of obtaining ova. — H. A. Auld ; June 1 6th. 

FlDONIA LIMBABIA = CONSPIGUATA IN SUFFOLK. Mr. A. W. Mora 

informs me that one example of this species was obtained in Suffolk 
towards the end of May last. — Richabd South. 

Lepidoptera at Oxshott. — On June 7th Pleurota bicostella was far 
more abundant than usual on the heath, and Scoparia ambigualis equally 
common on tree-trunks. Tephrosia punctularia was also plentiful on 
birch-trunks, and occasionally Coremia designata, G. unidentaria, Melanippe 
sociata, and Zonosoma pendtUaria were observed on the trees. One example 
of Eupisteria obliterata (=hepara^a) and one of Zonosoma punctaria were 
also obtained. Tortrices,^ with the exception of Gatoptria ulicetanaj were 
scarce ; the only other species seen were EupcBcilia nana (one), Pkoxo- 
pteryx uncana and Tortrix ministrana. Larv© of the pine-feeding 
Retinia were rarely met with, and neither larvae nor pup© of Tortrix piceana 
could be detected. — Kichard South. 

Deilephila LivoRNiCA AT St. A6nes, Scilly. — I havc recently received 
a fine specimen of D. livomica from the island of St. Agnes, Scilly, which 
Mr. G. W. Brown kindly sent me, with the information that he captured 
it on the lantern of the lighthouse, just before sunrise on May 27th last. 
He also states in his letter, ''I think I saw just such another on the 
lantern about two years ago." With the exception of a slight rub on the 
left primary and thorax, hardly noticeable, the specimen is in perfect con- 
dition.— F. W. Fbohawk ; June 18th, 1898. 

Vanessa antiopa at Norwich. — A fine specimen of F. antiopa was 
captured just outside this city on Sunday, May 22nd, by Mr. Butler. — ^R. 
Laddiman; Norwich. 
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Field Meeting of the South London Entomological and 
Natural History Sooieti. — The second field meeting of the season was 
held on Saturday, June 11 th, at Reigate. Sixteen memhers and two 
friends left Cannon Street Station hj 2.17 train ; and on their arrival at 
Beigate were met hy three other members, making the total attendance 
twenty-one. On leaving the station yard the " Pilgrims Way " was taken 
to the " Downs," which are reached by a walk of about half a mile ; and 
the afternoon was spent on the portion of the hill-side towards Betchworth. 
On returning a substantial tea was served at the Railway Hotel ; and the 
homeward railway journey commenced a little before nine o'clock. The 
weather was all that could be desired for a country ramble, the heat of the 
brilliant sunshine being tempered by a light northerly breeze ; but the pre- 
dominance of the latter and lack of the former during the preceding week 
had not been conducive to the capture of a large number of species on 
even so promising a day. Some fifty species of Lepidoptera were, however, 
noted. These were as follows : — Pieris brassica, P. napi, P. rapa, Euchlo'e 
cardamines, Oonopteryx rhamni, Pararge megara, Vanessa cardui ?, V, ur- 
tica, V. atalanta, Gcenonympha pamphilust Polyommatus phlcsas, Thecla 
rubi, Lycana icarus, L. minima, L. astrarche, L. argiolus, L. bellargus, 
Syrichthus malvcs, Nisoniades tages, Hepialus lupuliniis, Zyganajilipendula 
(pupSB), Setina irrorella, Bombyx rubi, Euchelia jacobaa, Plusia gamma, 
Cucullia verbasci (larvae), Phytometra viridaria, Euclidia md, E. glyphica, 
Rumia luteolata, Venilia maculatai Eupithecia vulgata, Acidalia remutata, 
A. ornata, A. subsericeata, Ematurga atomaria, Bapta temerata, Melanippe 
montanata, M. rivata, M, sociata, Camptogramma bilineata, Anaitis plagiata, 
Mimaseoptilm phaodactyhis (larvsB), Scoparia dubitalis, Crambus pratellus, 
C. hortuellus, C. pascuetlm?, Penthina gentiana. Next field naeeting: 
Chatham, July 9th. 



SOCIETIES. 

Entomological Society of London. — June 1st, 1898. — Mr. R. 
Trimen, F.R.S., President, in the chair. Prof. B. Grassi, M. Hippolyte 
Lucas, and Dr. August Weismann were elected Honorary Fellows ; 
and Mr. C. H. A. Brooke, of 67, Holland. Park Avenue, Kensington, 
W., and Mr. G. B. Dixon, of St. Peter's Road, Leicester, were elected 
Ordinary Fellows of the Society. Mr. P. B. Mason exhibited a speci- 
men of the rare Lathridius Jilum from his own herbarium. It had been 
previously taken at Edinburgh by McNab, and he understood that an 
example had been found in a sealed envelope containing Marchantia 
from Franz Josef Land. Mr. J. J. Walker exhibited a singular blue 
variety of Garabus m^nilis, Fabr., resembling in colour 0, intricatvs, 
and taken at Iwade, Kent, in floor-rubbish in May. Mr. Merrifield 
forwarded for exhibition from Riva, on the Lago di Garda, larvae of the 
" Corsican form," var. ichnusa of Aglais urticcB, Mr. G. C. Champion 
called attention to Mr. A. Somerville's recently-published sheet of the 
County and Vice-county divisions of the British Isles for biological 
purposes, and a discussion ensued thereon. Papers were communi- 
cated by Sir G. F. Hampson, Bart., on "The Moths of the Lesser 
Antilles," and by Mr. J. H. Leech, on ** Lepidoptera-Heterocera from 
Northern China, Japan, and Korea." — W. F. H. Blandpord, Hon, Sec, 

BNTOM. — JULY, 1898. R 
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South London Entomolooioal and Natural Histoby Society. — 
May 26th, 1898.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Edwards exhibited a living specimen of a scorpion found by 
himself in the neighbourhood of Cannes, where it was abundant. It 
fed readily upon young cockroaches. Mr. West, of Greenwich, a series 
of the smallest British water-bug, Microvelia pygnuBa, and stated that 
it ran readily over the surface of the water. Mr. Turner, a life-history 
series of Coleophora gmistacolella from Carlisle, showing imagines, and 
cases made by the larvsB on the food-plant, Qenista anglica (the petty 
whin). He stated that the larvaa were noticed at Oxshott on May 21st, 
during the field-meeting. 

June 9th, — The President in the chair. Mr. Lucas exhibited 
coloured drawings of Libellula fulva, showing details. Mr. Bishop, a 
bred specimen of Brephos parthenias, having a gap in the wing due to 
an injury to the pupa. The gap was ciliated. He also exhibited 
specimens of Thecla rubi, and remarked on the variability of the andro- 
conial marks in this species, while in all the rest of the genus they 
were notably constant; specimens of Rumia luteolata, showing con- 
siderable range of variation in the red spotting ; and larvas of Tanio- 
campa munda, T. incertUy and T. stabilis. Mr. Tutt, ova of Hepicdus 
Aipulinusy and said that under a glass they looked like little black sloes. 
Mr. West, of Greenwich, series of the Hemiptera-Heteroptera, Trapezo- 
notus agrestic and Tropistethus holosenceuSf obtained by shaking moss in 
Headley Lane. Mr. Shortridge Clarke gave an account of a remark- 
able occurrence of thousands of larvsB and imagines of Caradrina 
quadripunctata {cubicvlaris) in a large hay- store in the Isle of Man. — 
Hy. J. Turner, Hon. Hep. Sec, 

Birmingham Entomological Society. — May 16thf 1898. — Mr. G. T. 
Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. R. C. Bradley showed a 
Trypetid taken on a window in his house at Sutton ; it had been 
seen by Mr. G. H. Verrall, who said it was Rhacochlcena toxoneura^ 
a genus and species new to Britain and very rare. Mr. P. W. Abbott, 
Tceniocampa opima and a series of T. stabilis, in which the orbicular 
and reniform tend to coalesce; in one specimen they do coalesce on 
the right wing but not quite on the left ; all from Wyre Forest. Mr. 
G. T. Bethune-Baker, the remainder of his collection of the genus 
Colim, also Megastoma and Rhodocera ; and pointed out the manner in 
which Colias ran naturally into Rhodocera through Megastoma. M. 
centralamericana has a hook tip, but is still like Colias ; M. eurydice is 
very like centralamericana in the male, but the female is like Rhodocera 
rhamnif pale with a good hook tip. — Colbran J, Wainwright, Hon. Sec. 



OBITUARY. 



It is with much regret that we have to record the death of the 
following distinguished Entomologists. 

Joseph Albert Lintner. — Dr. Lintner, State Entomologist, New 
York, died in Rome on the 5th of May last, at the age of seventy- 
six. He was the son of a Lutheran clergyman, and was bom at 
Schoharie in New York State. He had to make his own way in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



OBITOARY. 175 

world ; and for thirty-one year^ pursued a mercantile career. Mean- 
while, however, he was devoting his leisure moments to the more 
congenial occupation of the study of natural science, and especially 
of entomology. In 1868 he became Curator of the New York State 
Museum ; and in 1880 the office of State Entomologist was created, 
and he was offered and accepted the appointment, which he held until 
his death. He was entomological editor of the ^ Country Gentleman ' 
newspaper ; Fellow of many Learned and Scientific Societies both in 
America and Europe ; President of the Department of Natural Science 
in Albany Institute, New York, since 1879 ; President of the Entomo- 
logical Club and of the Association for the Advancement of Science. 
His mercantile career naturally equipped him for the economic side of 
entomology, which his State office required ; and in making scientific 
research of actual and practical value he was eminently successful. 
His Twelfth Keport has just been issued, and gives a fresh illustration 
of the practical nature of his work. New York State has been fortunate 
in having for its official entomologist not only a man of high acquire- 
ments and of wide and liberal views, but one whose sympathies were 
with the farmers, gardeners, and fruit-growers in their struggles 
against injurious insects. He had been looking forward to his tour in 
Europe as giving opportunity of making personal acquaintance with 
many entomological colleagues. He spared no pains in communicating 
his great knowledge to all pursuing any special subject who sought his 
aid. He was never known to give offence ; never was an unkind word 
said by him or of him. Always ready to encourage the work of others 
not occupying so high a position as himself and to stamp what was 
sound and good with his authoritative approval, determined also that 
the original worker should have credit for his work, his removal by 
death will be deplored by all who have been brought into contact 
with him. 

OsBERT Salvin. — Mr. Salvin died on June Ist last, at his resi- 
dence, Hawksfold, near Haslemere. The second and only surviving 
son of the late Mr. Anthony Salvin, the well-known architect, he was 
born in 1885, and received his education at Westminster and Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge, whence he graduated as a Senior Optime in the 
Mathematical Tripos of 1867. Immediately after taking his degree he, 
together with Mr. W. H. Hudleston (then Simpson), joined Mr. (now 
Canon) Tristram in his natural history exploration of Tunis and 
Eastern Algeria, where they passed five months. In the autumn of 
the same year Mr. Salvin proceeded to Guatemala, where, chiefly in 
company with the late Mr. G. U. Skinner, the celebrated collector of 
orchids, he stayed till the middle of 1858, returning to Central America 
(henceforth always to be associated with his name) about twelve months 
later. He again went out in 1861, accompanied by Mr. Frederick 
Godman, and continued the explorations he had already begun ; but 
was home again in 1863. In 1865 he married Caroline, the daughter 
of Mr. W. W. Maitland, of Lough ton in Essex, and with her subse- 
quently undertook another voyage to Central America. In 1874, oq 
the foundation of the Strickland Curatorship in the University of 
Cambridge, he accepted that office, which he filled until 1883, when, 
on his father's death, he succeeded to the property at Hawksfold, and 
moved thither, though there was hardly a week in which he did not 
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pass some days in London ; for, with Mr. Oodman, he had conceived 
the idea of bringing out a ' Biologia Oentrali- Americana,' being a com- 
plete natural history of the countries lying between Mexico and the 
Isthmus of Panama. This gigantic task, by far the greatest work of 
the kind ever attempted, taxed all their united efforts and thoBe of the 
many contributors they enlisted, and is still in progress. Before begin- 
ning this, Mr. Salvin had edited the third series of ' The Ibis,' of which 
he was one of the founders ; and had brought out a ' Catalogue of the 
Strickland Collection' in iiie Cambridge Museum. He contributed 
also the Trochilidas (humming-birds) and ProcellariidsB (petrels) — on 
which last group he was the acknowledged authority — to the British 
Museum * Catalogue of Birds ' ; and almost his latest labour was that 
of completing and arranging the late Lord Lilford's * Coloured Figures 
of British Birds ' ; while the Boyal Society's * Catalogue of Scientific 
Papers ' enumerates forty-seven published by Mr. Salvin alone, twenty- 
three by him and Mr. Godman jointly, and fifty-four by him and Mr. 
Sclater — all before 1884. Mr. Salvin was a Fellow of the Royal, the 
Linnean, the Zoological, and the Entomological Societies, on the 
councils of all of which he frequently served ; and it may be truly said 
that there were few naturalists whose opinion was more often sought, 
for his advice was generally sound. His figure was well known at the 
AthenflBum Club ; and last year he was elected an Hon. Fellow of his 
old college. He will be greatly missed by a large circle of friends, to 
whom his quiet and unassuming manners greatly endeared him. 

William Miles Maskell. — Mr. W. M. Maskell, Registrar of the 
New Zealand University, died on May 1st, aged fifty-eight years. He 
was bom in Hampshire, England, and was educated at the Catholic 
College of St. Mary, Oscott, and also in Paris. After leaving school he 
entered the army, and served for three years in the 11th Infantry, now 
known as the Devonshire Regiment. He went out to New Zealand in 
1860 in the ship < William Miles,' and landed at Lyttelton the same 
year. In Canterbury he worked for some time on sheep stations until, 
having gained sufficient experience, he took up a sheep run on his own 
account in Kaikoura in the Marlborough district. In 1864 he returned 
to Canterbury ; and for the eight years following he was farming at 
Sefton. He was elected a member of the Privy Council in 1865 and 
kept his seat until 1875, when the General Assembly took over the 
reins of Government. In 1874 he was appointed Provincial Secretary 
and Treasurer of Canterbury ; the Hon. J. T. Peacock being at the 
same time Secretary for Public Works. Mr. Maskell was appointed 
in succession to Mr. E. Jolly, who at that time represented Selwyn. 
On the formation of the New Zealand University he was appointed 
Registrar, and during the time that the Hon. J. Tancred held the 
position of Chancellor he resided in Christchurch ; but when Sir James 
Hector assumed the Chancellorship Mr. Maskell went to Wellington, 
where he has lived ever since. Mr. Maskell was a widely-read man, 
who took keen interest in scientific matters. He was a prominent 
member of the Philosophical Institute both in Christchurch and 
Wellington, and in fact assisted ,in the foundation of the Institute. 
He was well known as an entomologist ; and some of his papers on 
Coccidse, of which family he was recognised an authority, were widely 
published. 
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A GUIDE TO THE STUDY OF BEITISH WATERBUGS 
(AQUATIC RHYNOHOTA). 

By G. W. Kiekaldy. 

The study of British waterbugs has been much neglected, 
even by those entomologists who have given a certain amount 
of attention to the land-inhabiting species, and it has been 
suggested to me by our editor that a few introductory remarks 
upon their collection and preservation, upon some saUent points 
in their structure, and upon their metamorphoses and habits, 
may be of interest to British collectors. 

Collecting, &c. 

The apparatus required is simple, viz. a net, a killing-bottle, 
forceps, some glass tubes and small tin boxes, a pocket-magnifier, 
a piece of rag, and various odds and ends that experience will 
dictate from time to time. The net should be of good stout 
material (of sufficiently wide mesh to allow the water to escape 
readily, while retaining such small insects as Micronecta (Sigara) 
and Plea), not too long, with the bottom rounded off at the 
comers; this last point is important. The frame of the net 
should be strong ; I myself use a "salmon landing-net" ring, 
jointed in three places, so that when the net is removed and 
squeezed dry, the ring (which is, during use, screwed into a 
strong stick) can be folded and placed in the satchel or bag 
when starting for home. Care should be taken to wipe the ring 
and stick-socket quite dry before packing. 

The long-legged " pondskaters '* (Hydrometridae) may be 
captured by a quick stroke of the net, scarcely entering the 
water at all. Velia and some species of Gerris are generally 
found on little inlets of water close to a running stream, or on 
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the stream itself, though occasionally straying on to stagnant 
water, where are found the other species of Gerris, Hydrometra, 
&c. In fairly clear ponds Notonecta^ Ilyocoris (Naucoris), and 
Corixa can be seen swimming below, and at times ascending to 
the surface for air, but as a rule one has to trust to a thorough 
" sweeping" of the water for these insects. In sweeping a very 
weedy pond (especially one infested with the Canadian pond 
weed, Elodea canadensis, formerly called Anacharis canadensis), 
the contents of the net should be turned out upon a piece of 
white mackintosh (or similar substance). The weed should then 
be shaken and discerpted piece by piece in some water in a small 
portable white-bottomed dish, a number of small bugs {Plea, 
Micronecta, &c.) being thus taken, which might otherwise escape 
notice from being concealed in a mass of weeds, or imprisoned 
between two or more leaves which have adhered in consequence 
of the removal of the plant from the pond. 

Nepa and Ranatra watch for their prey resting on the bottom 
of the pond, concealed in mud ; the collector should therefore 
place the net close to a large plant or mass of smaller plants, 
about an inch beneath the surface of the mud, and with a swift 
twisting movement draw it to the surface. The net should then 
be filled with water and shaken, the water filtering through the 
meshes and carrying with it the finer particles of mud. When 
this has been repeated several times, most of the mud will have 
escaped, and the contents of the net will now be ready for 
examination. 

Waterbugs may be searched for in swift running streams and 
in small stagnant ponds, while one or two species of Corixa are 
scarcely found elsewhere than in brackish dykes near the sea ; 
small ponds, however, harbouring but few weeds, and with a 
perpetual bottom of decaying oak, elm, or beech leaves, I have 
not found productive. It is in these places that the crustacean 
Asellus is to be found in "herds," and I always accept their 
presence in large quantities as an indication of thQ absence of 
waterbugs. Moreover, the latter are unlikely to occur in ponds 
infested with frogspawn, and their condition upon extraction 
from a mass of weeds and watersnails, enveloped in the spawn, 
is not very satisfactory. 

One small species, Aepophilus bonnairii (whose exact systematic 
position is doubtful), has been discovered at various seaside 
localities in England and Ireland (but not, I think, in Scotland) 
under stones and in fissures of rock not far above low water. 

As a rule, waterbugs have a wide distribution. Some species 
of Gerris and Corixa, however, are found only in the elevated 
portions of Scotland, though occasional stragglers occur in the 
south; one species — Corixa caledonica {cognata) — is known to 
science only from Scotland, though distributed there from Loch 
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Leven to the Shetlands. Collectors, especially those residing in 
North and West Scotland, in West Ireland, and in Wales, will 
do well to study the waterbugs of their neighbourhood, as no 
doubt such examination will extend our knowledge of the distri- 
bution of a number of rare species, and add new species to our 
fauna, and possibly to science. 

One great advantage which the student of aquatic Ehynchota 
possesses over collectors of (for example) Lepidoptera is that 
weather should make little difference to him. Should he be so 
minded, he may sally forth during pouring showers or on a dull 
cloud-obscured day, and find little or no diminution in the 
number and quality of his captures. Collecting may be done, 
moreover, all the year round. HydrometridsB appear to hyber- 
nate in the perfect state ; the imagines being found from August 
to June, the larvsB from about May to August. Micronecta 
hybemates in the larval state (according to Buchanan White), 
but I have never found it then. All the other waterbugs passing 
the winter fully developed, they may be looked for in the latter 
state from about the end of July to the beginning of June, or 
even later. The ova are deposited in April or May, as a rule, 
and the various larval stages are passed through from May to 
the end of July ; but all these dates overlap and vary consider- 
ably from year to year. April, May, August, and September 
are perhaps the most productive and the most pleasant months 
in which to collect, although certain species are more abundant 
in the earlier months of the year. Notonecta, Corixa, &c., may 
be seen during the winter frozen and huddled together in masses 
under the ice ; whilst HydrometridsB pass the same season under 
moss or stones, often some distance from water. Waterbugs are 
by no means of a solitary disposition (except perhaps the Nepidse) , 
but usually occur together in some numbers, — several species of 
Corixa appearing to move in small shoals; so that when the 
collector finds, either at the collecting-place or during a more 
careful examination subsequently, that he has chanced upon a 
rare or local species, he may work the same locality again, with 
very good hopes of success. 

With the exception of the NepidsB, which are exceedingly 
prone to die in captivity, waterbugs are very easily kept in 
aquaria, provided that reasonable care be taken. Unless, how- 
ever, an abundance of suitable food is provided, they will feed 
upon each other. Separate aquaria (fair-sized jam jars answer 
the purpose very well) should be kept for the propagation of 
entomostracous Crustacea {Cyclops^ Daphnia, &c.) for the nourish- 
ment of CorixidsB and the small larvsB of the larger species; 
while Notonecta and the other large species should be well supplied ' 
with larvsB of EphemeridsB, Sialis, small fishes, &c. Hydrome- 
tridaB will feed upon flies or small pieces of raw meat. 

28 
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Having captured the insects, a killing-bottle is our next 
thought for those which we do not wish to retain for the 
aquarium. The most convenient, despite its many defects, is 
the "cyanide" bottle. The floor of the bottle should be furnished 
with a thick closely cut pad of blotting-paper, and the sides 
should be similarly provided. 

The captures may, if preferred, be brought home alive and 
then killed by momentary immersion in boiling water. 

The specimens intended for the aquarium should not be 
brought home in jars full of water, but should be packed, 
sufficiently tightly, with plenty of weed in small tin boxes 
(without added water), when they will travel very well for 
moderate distances. 

(To be oontinaed.) 



SOME CHANGES in the NOMENCLATUEE and ARRANGE- 
MENT OP BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA-HETEROCERA. 

(Continued from p. 162.) 

HEPIALID-as. 

Hampson places this family between Psychidae and Drepanu- 
lidsB, but remarks in a footnote that if the Heterocera could be 
arranged in a linear series, the HepialidsB would immediately 
precede the MicropterygidsB ; and in this he is in agreement with 
Meyrick, who so places the family in his division Micropterygina. 
In Kirby^s arrangement it is the last family included in * Sphinges 
and Bombyces.' 

Hepialus velleda, Hiibn. — Kirby sinks velleda as a synonym 
ol H.fusconebviosvs, Eetz. (Gen. Spec. Ins. p. 44 (1783)). 

CossiD-E (Zeuzerid-e, Kirby). 

Hampson states that in a linear arrangement this family 
would follow the Alavona section of the Tineidae. 

Cossus LiGNiPERDA, Fabr. — Kirby retains the specific name 
C088U8, Linn., for this species, and gives it as the type of Try- 
panus, Eamb., Cat. Lep. And. ii. p. 826 (1866). Meyrick adopts 
this, and places the family, Trypanidse, at the end of his division 

TORTRICINA. 

Macrogaster CASTANET, Hiibn. — Both Kirby and Hampson 
adopt the genus PhragmaUecia, Newm., for this species, although 
it is later than Macrogaster^ Dup. ; but the latter name had been 
previously used. Meyrick agrees in this, but places the family 
Zeuzeridaa in his division Psychina. 
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CooHLiopoDiD^ (LiMACODiD^, Kirby). 

Hetbbogenea limaoodbs, Hufn., and H. asella, Schiff. — 
The latter species is the type of Heterogenea, Kuoch, according 
to Kirby, who changes the specific name to cruciata, Enoch. 
The same author sinks limacodes, Hufn., as a synonym of 
avellana, Linn., and indicates it as the type of Apoda, Haworth. 
Meyrick. employs both genera in the same sense as Kirby, but 
adopts HeterogeneidsB as the name of the family which he refers 
to his division Psychina. 

LiPABiDiE (Lymantriidjb, Hampson), 

PoBTHESiA siMiLis, Fucssl. — Kirby indicates this species as 
the type of Leucoma, Hiibn. (Tentamen. p. 1), but Hampson and 
Meyrick adopt Porthesia, Stephens. 

PoBTHBSiA CHBYSOBBHCEA, Linn. — The type of Euproctis, 
Hiibn., a very widely-distributed genus. 

Leucoma salicis, Linn. — The type of Stilpnotia, West, and 
Humphr. 

OcNERiA DisPAB, Linn. — The type of Porthetria, Hiibn., 
according to Kirby. Hampson sinks this genus in Lymantria, 
Hiibn., whilst Meyrick refers dispar to Ocneria, Hiibn. 

PsiLUBA MONACHA, Linn. — The type of Lymantria, Hiibn. 
Meyrick includes this species in Ocneria, Hiibn. 

Dasychira fascelina, Linn., and D. pudibunda, Linn. — 
According to Kiihy fascelina, Linn., is the type of Orgyia, Ochs., 
and pudibunda the type of Dasychira, Hiibn., but Hampson 
gives antiqua, Linn., as the type of the first-named genus. 
Meyrick places both species under Dasychira, Hiibn. 

Obgyia antiqua, Linn., and 0. gonostigma, Fb. (Linn., teste 
Kirby). — These species are referred by Kirby to Notohphus, 
Germ. (Syst. Gloss. Prodr. p. 35 (1812), and he indicates 
antiqua, Linn., as the type of the genus. Hampson includes 
Notolophus, Germ., in Orgyia, Ochs., and Meyrick employs the 
last named for both species. 

BoMBYOiDiE (Lasiocampidjb, HampsoH and Kirby). 

Ebiogasteb lanestris, Linn. — The type of Eriogaster, Germ. 
(Prod. Syst. Lep. p. 6 (1811). 

Bombyx neustbia, Linn., and B. oastbensis, Linn. — The 
last-named species is the type of Clisiocampa, Stephens, and 
neustria is referable to the same genus. 

Bombyx bubi, Linn. — Kirby gives this as the type of Macro- 
thylacia, Eamb. (Cat. Lep. And. ii. p. 358 (1866), The only 
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other species included in the genus is M. psidiiy Salle, from 
Mexico and Central America. Meyrick places rubif Linn., in 
Eriogaster, Germ. 

BoMBYx QUERcus, Linn., and B. tripolh, Esp. — Kirby refers 
both these species to Lasiocampa, Schrank. (Fauna Boica, ii. (2) 
pp. 147, 154 (1802), and indicates the first named as the type 
of the genus. Ten named forms of quercus and seven of trifolii 
are enumerated. Meyrick also adopts Lasiocar/tpa. 

Odonestis potatoria, Linn.— Hampson retains this species 
as the type of Odonestis, Germar, but Kirby considers Bombyx 
pruni, Linn., to be the type of that genus, and refers potatoria to 
Philiidoria, Eirhy= Odonestis, Steph. & Walk. 

Lasiooampa quercifolia, Linn., and L. ilioifolia, Linn. — 
The first named is the type of Gastropacha, Ochs. Kirby refers 
ilicifolia to Phyllodesma, Hiibn., of which genus he indicates 
Las. suherifolia, Dup., as the type. 

Endromiidje. 
Kirby includes Endromis versicolor, Linn., in Bombycidae, and 
it is the only representative of the family, as now restricted, 
occurring in Britain. If Hampson, however, is followed, and 
EndromiidsB allowed to rank as a separate family, we have no 
example of Bombycidse in this country, or even in Europe, unless 
we count B. mori, Linn., which is the type of the genus Bombyx, 
Linn., and which, I believe, occurs in a semi-wild state in the 
South of Europe. Meyrick refers the family (Endromididse) to his 
division Lasiocampina, in which he also includes "Drepanidse." 

Drepanulidje. 
Drepana, Schrank, = Platypteryx, Laspeyres. — Hampson 
gives falcataria, Linn., as the type of Drepana, Schr., but 
Kirby includes this species together with harpagula, Esp., 
cvltraria. Fab., and binaria, Hufn., in Platypteryx, hB,B^., and 
indicates the latter species as the type of the genus. The type 
of Drepana, according to Kirby, is glaucata, Scop, (spintda, 
Schiff.), which most authors, including Hampson, consider to 
be the type of Cilix, Leach. Falcaria, Haworth (Lep. Brit. ii. 
pp. 147, 152 (1809), is adopted by Kirby and Meyrick for lacerti- 
naria, Linn. ; and the last-named author also includes /aZca^aria, 
Linn., in Haworth's genus, whilst he refers harpagula, binaria, 
and cultraria to Drepana, Schr. 

DiCRANURiD^ (NoTODONTiDJE, Hampsou and Kirby). 

DioRANURA, Latreille, = Cerura, Schrank. — Hampson gives 
vinula, Linn., as the type of Dicranura, Boisd. (Latr.), and/wr- 
ctda, Schr., as the type of Cerura, Schr., =Harpyia, Ochs. Kirby 
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merges Harpyia and Dicranura in Cerura^ but does not indicate 
the type. He sinks bifida, Hiibn., as a synonym of hermelina^ 
Goeze (Beytr. Ins. iii. (3), p. 277 (1781), and refers bicuspis, 
Steph., and latifascia, Curt., to C lanigera, Butl., instead of to 
furcula, Linn., of which species the insect figured by Stephens 
and that described by Curtis are, by some entomologists, con- 
sidered to be forms. C. lanigera is from Japan, and may be a 
distinct species, but possibly it is only a local form of C. bifida 
=■ hermelina. 

NOTODONTID-E. 

LoPHOPTERYx CAMBLiNA, Liuu., L. cucuLLA, Esp., and 
L. OARMELiTA, Esp. — The first named is the type of the geuus, 
but Kirby changes the name to L. capucina, Linn. ; L. cuculkiy 
Esp., he also changes to L. cucvllinay Den. and Schiff, ; and 
carmelita he removes, as the type of the genus, to Odontosiay 
Hiibn. Meyrick adopts' the latter genus for all three species, but 
does not change the specific names. 

NoTODONTA BicoLOR, Hiibn. — Kirby places this species as 
bicoloriay Den. and Schiff., in Microdonta, Duponchel ; but as 
this name is preoccupied in Coleoptera, Staudinger changes it 
to Leucodonta and Meyrick to Hierophanta. 

NoTODONTA DICTJEA, Liuu.^ and N. DiCT^oiDBS, Esp. — 
Changed respectively by Kirby to Pheosia tremula, Clerck., and 
Pheosia gnoma, Fabr., the first named being indicated as the 
type of Pheosia, 'KxLhn.,=Leiocampa, Steph. Hampson also 
gives dictcea, Linn., as the type of Pheosia, Hiibn., in which he 
merges Hoplitis, Hiibn. — Type milhauseri, Fabr. 

NoTODONTA DROMEDARius, Liuu. — The type of Notodonta, 
06h8.,=Peridea, Steph. The following are also included in this 
genus : N. ziczac, Linn., N. trilophus (tritophus), Fab., Esp. 
(fig. 3), N. trepida, Esp., and N. torva, Hiibn. Kirby sinks 
tritophus (trilophus) in N. phcebe, Scriba (Beitr. Ins. p. 18, pi. 2, 
figs. 1, 2 (1770) ; merges trepida in N. anceps, Goeze (Beytr. Ins. 
iii. 3, p. 207 (1781) ; and revives tritophus, Esp. (Schmett. iii. 
p. 299, pi. 60, figs. 1, 2, wee fig. 3 (1786)^ for tcrva, Hiibn. {Bomb., 
text, p. 108 (1800). 

Notodonta chaonia, Hiibn., and N. trimacula, Esp. — The 
last named is the type of Drymonia, Kubn.,^ Chaonia, Steph., 
according to Kirby, who also includes chaonia in the genus, but 
sinks it in D. ruficornis, Hufn. (Berl. Mag. ii. p. 424 (1766). 
The species placed by Stephens in his genus Chaonia are 
roboris, Fabr., = chaonia, Hiibn. (Ent. Syn. List) = ruficornis, 
Hufn. (Kirby) ; and dodonea, Wien. Verz., = trimacula, Esp. 
(E. S. L.). Meyrick includes these species, and also dictceoides, 
dicUea (tremula), and trepida in Drymonia, 
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'Pyqmksdm (NoTODONTiDJE, Eirby and Hampson). 

Ptgaba (Olosteba) ctJBTULA, Lum., P. ANACHORBTA, Pabr., 
and P. PIGBA9 Hofii. — ^Kirby inclndes all these in Melalopha, 
Hiibn. (Tent. p. 1 (1810), and indicates curtula as the type. 
Hampson places anachoreta in Ichthyura, Hubn. (Verz. p. 162 
(1816), with aruutomosiSy Linn., as the type. Meyrick places all 
three species nnder Pygara^ Ochs. Only two species are recog- 
nised by Kirby as properly belonging to Pygara, Ochs. (Schmett. 
Eur. iii. p. 224 (1810); these are P. timon, Hiibn. (type), and 
P. timontdesy Brem., bat neither are British insects. 

ARBANGEMENT OP PAMILIEB 
AoooBDniG TO EniBT, Hampson, and Mbtbick. 



SPHINGES AND BOMBYOES. 
EiBBT (Cat. Lap. Het. vol. i.). 



NO. OV FAM. 

7. Zyg»nidiB. 

8. ArctiidflB. 

9. CymbidflB. 
10. LithosiidaB. 
16. Liparidas. 



HO. OF FAM. 



18. PsychidsB. 

19. LimacodidflB. 

20. NotodontidflB. 

21. SphingidsB. 

22. BombycidsB. 



23. DrepanulidsB. 

25. SaturniidsB. 

26. LasiocampidsB. 

28. ZeuzeridsB. 

29. HepialidsB. 



Hampson (Paona, Brit. Ind. Moths). 



HO. OF FAX. 



HO. OF FAX. 



1. SatnmiidsB. 
EndromiidsB. 
(Would come here, 
but is not repre- 
sented in India.) 

5. SphingidaB. 

6. NotodontidaB. 



7. GjmatophoridflB. 15. HepialidsB. 

(Not included by 17, Drepanulidas. 

Erby.) 19. Limacodidffi. 

8. besiidflB. 20. Lasiocampidffi. 
lo ^ys®?i^- 22. Lymantriidffi. 
12. PsychidaB. 34^ Aictud». 

18. GossidsB. 



Metbiok (Hand. Brit. Lap.). 



HO. OF FAX. 



HO. OF FAX. 



1. ArctiadsB. 18. SaturniadsB. 

4. OcneriadsB. 14. DrepanidsB. 

10. PolyplocidaB (= 15. EndromididaB. 

OymatophoridaB). 16. LasiocampidaB. 

11. SphingidaB. 81. PsychidaB. 

12. NotodontidaB. 82. ZeuzeridaB. 

(To be continued.) 



88. ZygaBnidaB. 
84. Heterogeneidae. 

88. Trypanidas. 

89. ^geriadaB. 
45. HepialidaB. 
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THE NORTH AMERICAN BEES of the GENUS PR0SAPI8. 
By T. D. a. Cockerell, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

The genus Prosapis (or Prosopis) consists of small bees with 
almost naked bodies, more resembling the PemphredonidsB in 
appearance than their allies among the Andrenidse. 265 species 
are known, the genus being of world-wide distribution. Our 
species never exhibit metallic colours, but some from Australia 
(e. g. P. cognata, Sm., P. purpurata, Sm.) show blue and purple. 
In certain species the base of the abdomen is ferruginous ; this 
is the case with our own P. nelumbonis, Rob., and P.flammipes, 
Eob., from the Eastern U. S. (Illinois, Florida), but it is not 
observed in any of those found west of the Mississippi. The red 
base of the abdomen reappears, however, in the Sandwich 
Islands species, P. hilaris, Sm., and P. volatilis, Sm. The 
extreme development of the red is reached in the Australian 
P. rttbricata, Sm., which is red with yellow markings, the scu- 
tellum, metathorax, pectus, and legs black. 

Several species found in Mexico show more or less yellow 
on the scutellum, a character not seen in those inhabiting the 
United States. This fact is interesting, because in Perdita a 
Mexican species (P. mexicanorum, Okll.) has a yellow post- 
scutellum, while all of the United States species have this 
part dark. 

The sexes differ considerably in the markings, and the males 
present the best distinctive characters. The following table 
may be used to distinguish the known North American species 
in that sex : — 

Males. 

1. Supra-clypeal mark entirely absent . nevadensis; sAao schwarziL 

2. Supra-clypeal mark present 8. 

8. Scutellum with more or less yellow; species of 

Mexico 4. 

Scutellum without any yellow .... 7. 

4. Abdomen with two entire narrow white bands . 5. 

Abdomen without entire white bands ... 6. 
6. Markings white; 2nd segment of abdomen very 

coarsely punctured grossa. 

Markings yellow ; 2nd segment of abdomen more, 
finely punctured maculipennis. 

6. Abdomen very minutely sculptured .... dubiosa. 
Abdomen with 1st segment presenting large deep 

punctures mexicana. 

7. Large species with the scape heart-shaped, half 

light, half dark, and the tubercles wholly dark ; 
lateral face-marks broadly triangular . . . basalis. 
Not so 8. 
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8. Lateral face-marks above receding from or not ap- 

proaching orbital margin 9. 

Lateral face-marks above continuous along orbital 
margin 22. 

9. Lateral face-marks ending above in a broad oblique 

truncation ; scape dilated, light in front . . 10. 
Lateral face-marks ending narrowly or in a knob . 11. 

10. Face-marks white antennata. 

Pace-marks lemon-yellow vari/rom, 

11. Tubercles wholly dark; upward prolongation of 

lateral face-marks entirely separate from orbital 
margin, narrow and not swollen at end . . 12. 
Tubercles partly light 13. 

12. Lateral face-marks not filling space between clypeus 

and orbit sanicula. 

Lateral face-marks filling space between clypeus 

and orbit 12 a. 

12a. Mesothorax pubescent, wings tinged greyish . . suhdigitata. 

Mesothorax naked, wings tinged brownish . . digitata. 
18. Upward extension of lateral face-marks wholly 

away from orbital margin, ending in a large knob 

curving over antennsB ; scape light in front . bakeru 

Upward extension of face-marks not ending in a 

large knob curving over antennas ... 14. 

14. Upward extension of face-marks wholly separated 

from orbital margin, even at the base . . 15. 
Upward extension of face-marks curving^away from 
orbital margin at the base ..... 16. 

15. Wings clear or not brownish, face yellow . . rudbeckia. 
Wings brownish tinged, face yellowish white . ruidosmsis. 

16. TibiflB and tarsi wholly reddish orange . . . labiatifrons. 
Not so 17. 

17. Supra-clypeal mark much longer than broad . . 18. 
Supra-clypeal mark not or hardly longer than broad fallax. 

18. Small species, with the upward extension of lateral 

face-marks diverging from orbit but itself little 
curved, and not greatly prolonged ... 19. 
Larger species, with the upward extension of lateral 
face-marks narrow and curved .... 20. 

19. Upward extension of lateral face-marks rapidly 

diverging from orbit pygmcBa. 

Upward extension of lateral face-marks slowly 
diverging from orbit . . . . . . mesillcR. 

20. First abdominal segment smooth ; end of lateral 

face-marks above on a smooth shining space . verticalis. 
First abdominal segment punctured . . .21. 

21. Somewhat larger, face broader, face-marks creamy 

white ... i ... . Uidens. 
Somewhat smaller, face narrower, face-marks 
strongly yellow tridmtula. 

22. Supra-clypeal mark broad and short, but little 

longer llian broad 24. 
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Supra-clypeal mark broad but tapering above, like 

a bishop's mitre 22 a. 

Supra-clypeal mark small and narrow ... 28. 
Supra-clypeal mark an elongated triangle . . triangularis, 
22a, Wings clear ........ coguillettii. 

Wings more or less darkened . . . , 22 b, 
22b, Larger, scape with only a light streak, face not 

much narrowed below episcopalis. 

Like the last, but smaller, scape all dark, face 

yellow, hind tibias wholly yellow . . . illinoensis. 

Smaller than episcopalis, half of scape light, face 

much narrowed below georgica, 

28. Lateral face-marks very broad ; face broad below . coloradensis. 
Lateral face-marks narrow; face much narrowed 

below asinina, 

24. Lateral face-marks not tapering to[upper end, but 

broadly truncate . . . . . .25. 

Lateral face-marks tapering to upper end, pointed 
or very narrowly truncate 27. 

25. Dorsal punctuation of 1st and 2nd abdominal seg- 

ments very distinct ; punctuation of mesothorax 

relatively coarse rugosula. 

Dorsal punctuation of Ist and 2nd abdominal seg- 
ments extremely fine or almost wanting . . 26. 

26. Markings bright lemon-yellow ; apex of supra- 

clypeal mark minutely notched .... zizia, 

27. Dorsal punctuation of 1st abdominal segment in- 

distinct or wanting ...... modesta. 

Dorsal punctuation of 1st abdominal segment quite 
distinct 28. 

28. Pace-markings white or cream-colour, orbits strongly 

converging below 29. 

Orbits little or not converging below . . . 28 a. 
28a. Face-markings buff ; large species, tubercles dark, 

wings fuliginous suffusa. 

Face-markings bright lemon-yellow . . . dtrinifrons. 
Very like the last, rather smaller ; face-markings 

orange, lateral marks differently shaped . . pennsylvanica, 

29. TegulflB wholly dark wootoni, 

TegulfiB with a light spot divergens. 

P. affinisy Smith, and P. modesta, Say. — Mr. Eobertson 
formerly published the opinion that these were identical. I 
found I had two species from the Eastern U. S., to which I 
applied these names, and accordingly wrote him about the 
matter. He replied that he also had arrived at the conclusion 
that there were two species concerned, and shortly afterwards 
he published the distinctive characters in Canad. Entom. May, 
1896. His two species are the same as mine, but what he calls 
affinis I had called modesta, and vice versd. He further declares 
that Say's supposed male of modesta is really pygmcea, and 
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suggests that Smith's supposed male of affinis does not belong to 
it. The fact is, the original descriptions of both modesta aud 
affinis are such that it is little better than guesswork to identify 
the species described. Mr. Bobertson, feeling this, goes so far 
as to propose the alternative name zizite for the supposed affinis^ 
and until we can have a better description of the latter, from 
Smith's type, it will be preferable, I think, to call the insect 
zizi(By Bob. P. modesta may remain as identified by Eobertson ; 
I have found it larger than z'lzice, though Eobertson gives the 
same dimensions. 

Geogbaphioal Distribution. 

When studying the genus Perdita, I was fortunate in 
having exact data concerning the localities and habits of most 
of the species. With Prosapis, which is distributed all over 
the continent, and presents few species in New Mexico, the 
case has been entirely different. Consequently the difficulty 
of correctly associating the sexes, and in many cases of deter- 
mining the status of slightly-differing forms, has been very 
great, so that the attempt was almost abandoned. The most 
useful method for clearing up the difficulties alluded to is pro- 
bably to consider separately the species seen from each State 
or territory. 

Illinois. — Thanks to Mr. Bobertson, we are well acquainted 
with the species of this State, which are not numerous, viz. 
zizia. Bob., modesta, Say, pygmaa. Cress., saniculcB, Bob., illino- 
ensisy Bob., and nelumbonis, Bob. The first three seem to be 
much commoner than the others. Dr. W. A. Nason sent me a 
large series of specimens which he had collected at Algon- 
quin, 111. ; they include zizia, modesta^ pygmcea, and a single 
nelumbonis. 

Iowa. — One specimen of P. saniculce has been seen. (Coll. 
Amer. Ent. Soc.) 

South Dakota. — P. zizice^ race dunningi, nov. One male, 
Volga, S. D., sent by Mr. S. N. Dunning. Length, 5^ mm. 
Differs from zizice by the dullish and quite strongly punctured 
first segment of abdomen, the somewhat more dusky wings, the 
supra-clypeal mark long, nearly as in illinoensis, not notched at 
tip, the lateral face-marks broadened and squarely truncate at 
ends (not rounded or obliquely truncate), the face a trifle broader. 
The mandibles are strongly bifid at tips, as in zizia. From 
illinoensis it differs at once by the punctured first abdominal 
segment, the yellow stripe on scape, and the partly black hind 
tibifiB. From rugosula it differs by the more slender and curved 
scape, with a yellow stripe, the lateral face-marks broader at 
their ends, the flagellum distinctly pallid beneath, the yellow on 
hind border of prothorax, and the smaller abdominal punctures. 
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Whether this should be considered a distinct species may 
only be determined when large collections of Prosapis are made 
in South Dakota and adjacent regions. It is in any event an 
interesting form, as it connects the Eocky Mountain types, with 
the first abdominal segment strongly punctured, with those of 
the east, in which that part is smooth or feebly punctured. The 
indications are that South Dakota may be a meeting-ground be- 
tween the eastern and western types of bees, but unfortunately 
we know hardly anything of its bee-fauna. 

The Coll. Amer. Ent. Soc. contains two female Prosapis from 
S. Dakota, one of them from Brookings. 

Pennsylvania. — A male sent by Mr. Baker differs from 
Illinois modesta in being somewhat smaller, with a narrower 
face, and less black on the hind tibise. But I assume that it is 
the same species. The U.S.N.M. contains P. pennsylvanicay 
from Montgomery Co. Of females from Pa. I have onlymodesta, 
sent by Mr. Baker ; they agree with those from Illinois. 

Mr. Dunning sends a male P. varifrons, a boreal type, from 
Tioga Co. (A. M. Warren). 

New Jersey. — The U. S. N. M. contains four examples from 
Camden Co., May 18th, 1890 ; one bears Mr. Fox's name. One 
is a male pygmcea ; two are male modesta ; the fourth, also a 
male,'may belong io confluens, Smith, of which only the female is 
known. It is nearest to zizice, but the wings are hyaline at the 
base, and quite strongly dusky beyond the first discoidal cell (as 
Smith says of confluens), the thoracic punctures are very large 
and frequently confluent, the face is broader, and more of an 
orange-yellow, the lateral face-marks are narrower above, taken 
as a whole much like a hand with the index-finger pointing up- 
wards, the upward prolongation being neither broadly truncate 
nor pointed. The tegulse have a yellow spot. The label on the 
specimen declares it to be modesta, which I am sure it is not. 

Mr. Dunning sends me four examples from N. J. ; three of 
them, males, are genuine zizice ; the fourth, a female, is rather 
larger, and has much coarser punctures on the thorax, wings 
clouded, except at base, and in other respects agrees with con- 
fiuens; it has a yellow spot on the clypeus, not described by 
Smith in confluens. One of the zizia is from Ocean Grove, 
July 19th, 1893. 

Thus we find in N. J. the three commonest Illinois species — 
Tnodesta, pygm^a, and zizice, but, so far, none of the others. On 
the other hand, we have confluens, extending upwards along the 
Atlantic seaboard from Florida ; for I feel reasonably sure that 
the male and female above described do really belong to that 
species. 

New York. — Here we meet with the boreal P. basalis, Sm., a 
female, in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc, doubtless from the mountains. 
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Connecticut. — I have before me twenty-one specimens from 
this State, belonging to the following species : — 

(1.) P. zizia, Bob. Three males in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. 
Both sexes collected at Hartford by Mr. Dunning. 

(2.) P. pygmaay Cress. Hartford, May 27th, &c. Mr. 
Dunning. 

(3.) P. varifrom, Cress. Hartford, July 80th, 1893. Mr. 
Dunning. Male. 

(4.) P. modesta, Say. Two males in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. A 
male, taken by Mr. Dunning at Hartford on July 30th, 1893, has 
the upward prolongations of the lateral face-marks rather after 
the manner of the New Jersey conjluens, but the wings are not so 
dark, and the thorax not nearly so coarsely punctured. 

(5). P. verticalis, Cress. One male in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. 
Cresson gives this species as from Mass., Penn., Colo., but I 
suspect that his Colo, material belonged to tridens or tri- 
dentula. 

Massachusetts. — There is a male verticalis in Coll. Am. Ent. 
Soc. ; the antennse are shorter than Cresson describes, but I have 
no doubt it is the same species. I have females of modesta from 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Dunning, the latter collected at Southampton, 
July 14th, 1894. One female has spots on tegulaB, and belongs 
perhaps to zizice. 

New Hampshire. — There are several examples of modesta in 
Coll. Am. Ent. Soc, and one each of zizia and basalis. The Coll. 
Am. Ent. Soc. also contains several female examples of varifrons, 
one from the valleys of the White Mts. ; these vary among them- 
selves, some having, others being without, light marks on the hind 
border of prothorax. They differ from the Colorado form in lacking 
the spot on tegulsB, but this will scarcely indicate a distinct species. 
From zizia and modesta^ female varifrons may be known by 
the narrower lateral face-marks, which are rather bow-shaped 
than triangular ; from the Florida schwarzii it may be known at 
once by the much less infuscated wings, though it is in all respects 
very closely allied ; from elliptica it is known by the absence of 
the transverse mark on clypeus, — it is probable that the speci- 
mens alluded to by Cresson as having this mark were really 
elliptica. 

Canada. — I have seen the following : — 

(1.) P. basalis, Sm. One female. English Eiver, Quebec. 
Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. 

(2.) P. elliptica, Kirby. One female. Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. 
TegulsB wholly dark. Wings brownish-hyaline, not distinctly 
infuscated. Anterior margin of clypeus with a conspicuous 
transverse light band. 

(3.) P. varifrons, Cress. Several females in U. S. N. M. One 
from Toronto, the others ex. coll. Coquillet. One marked as 
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P. affinis by Provancher. They have dark tegluaB as in the 
N. H. form. 

(4.) P. zizice, Bob. One male. Toronto. U. S. N. M. Marked 
modestus. 

(5.) P. modestay 8s,y. Two males. Col. Coquillett. U. S.N.M. 

Michigan. — Mr. Baker sent me a male modesta (determined 
by Fox as affinis) from Agricultural College, Mich. 

Maryland. — In Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. is a male antennata, with 
face-markings white, tegulse wholly dark. The type-locality of 
the species is New Jersey. It is very close to the male of 
varifrons, but there is less light colour on the scape, and the 
face-marks are not yellow. The face of varifrons, however, is 
sometimes very pale, so that I have thought it probable that the 
two names represented in reality but one species. If so, anten- 
nata will stand for all the eastern forms referred herein to it and 
varifrons, in which the tegulse lack a light spot, and will consti- 
tute a geographical race. The type-locality of varifrons is 
Colorado. There is also in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. a female of 
varifrons with dark tegulse, or antennata; and a female of 
modesta. 

District of Columbia. — The U. S. N. M. contains a female 
zizia from the City of Washington, August 22nd, 1883, through 
C. V. Eiley. 

Virginia. — The National Museum contains four examples 
from Virginia. Two, collected June 12th, 1881, are female 
modesta; one, dated June 25th, 1882, seems to be a zizice, but 
the head is missing; the fourth, dated June 27th, 1880, is a 
male pennsylvanica. The last species could be taken for modesta, 
did not one observe the strong punctuation of the first abdominal 
segment. 

Georgia. — Here we meet with a series of species entirely 
different from those of the N.E. States. From males in Coll. 
Am. Ent. Soc. I have described three new species — georgica, 
triangularis, and labiatifrons. The same collection also contains 
two males of P. divergens, which was described from an altitude 
of 7000 feet in Colorado ! By the face- marks this is much like 
georgica, but the first abdominal segment is strongly punctured, 
in the manner characteristic of western species, whereas in 
georgica it is minutely tessellate and practically impunctate. I 
cannot help suspecting that the locality-label on these two 
divergens is erroneous, though it is by no means impossible that 
it may be correct. 

A number of female Prosapis from Georgia, in Coll. Am. Ent. 
Soc, have given me some trouble. Three I referred to floridana, 
Bob. ; but a renewed examination, and comparison with one of the 
types ol floridana, kindly lent by Mr. Bobertson, indicate that this 
is probably an error. One of the three is distinct from the other 
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two by its broad face, shorter lateral face-marks, and more 
dusky wings. The two others are very near to floridana indeed, 
especially in the form of the face-marks, but that has a 
perceptibly narrower face, and seems to be different. It may 
be that they represent the female of georgica. The lateral face- 
marks in these forms are very elongated triangles, more or less 
truncate at the upper end ; thus they are longer and not so 
broad as in zizia and modesta females, but at the same time they 
are more distinctly triangular than is usual in varifrons. Another 
Georgia female, which I had put aside as distinct, seems to be 
leoHy floridana. 

Another series of Georgia females represents a larger species, 
with perceptibly darkened wings, and chrome-yellow face-marks 
shaped as in modesta. This, I take it, is the female of triangu- 
laris. It will not be confounded with schwarzii, as that has the 
lateral face-marks so much narrower and paler, and the wings 
still darker. It might more easily be taken for confluens, but 
the punctuation of the mesothorax is by no means so coarse, nor 
confluent, and the sculpturing of the front is very much finer, 
not running into grooves as in confluens. 

It is pertinent to remark, that the male triangularis is very 
much like the N. J. male supposed to be confluens, but the 
supra-clypeal mark is longer, and its lower margin is almost 
straight, whereas in the N.J. insect it is noticeably curved. 
The ocelli are smaller and somewhat closer together in the 
N. J. insect. The N. J. male is not like the fetnale confluens in 
the sculpturing of the front. 

The student will, I am afraid, feel much dissatisfied with the 
uncertainty of the conclusions reached above ; but he is reminded 
that the study of miscellaneous specimens without any biological 
data can never lead to the best results ; and it is the writer^s 
purpose rather to insist upon the need for further investigation, 
than to suggest that the present results are in any sense final. 

(To be continued.) 



A NEW SPECIES OP CHARAXES FROM SIAM. 
By Percy I. Lathy. 

Charaxes nigrohasalis, sp. nov. 
<y . Fore wings similar to C, rothschildi, Leech, but paler. The 
basal black does not extend so far along inner margin as in that 
species, and the black marginal border is much narrower at the anal 
angle. Hind wings as in C. eudamippm, Doubld., but row of light 
marginal spots paler. Thorax blackish, abdomen pale yellow. Under 
side as in C. eudamippusy Doubld., but with submarginal orange 
markings and orange spot at anal angle much more dull and in- 
distinct. 
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Hab. Pak-a-jong, Siam. In coll. H. J. Adams. 

Two males of this interesting species have just been received 
by Mr. Adams from Mr. W. Watkins, of Eastbourne. 

It may easily be distinguished from C. rothschildi, Leech, by 
the narrow band of the hind wings, and pale yellow abdomen ; 
and from C. eudamippm, Doubld., by the black base of the fore 
wings, and by the whole of the discoidal cell being filled in 
with black. 

Lynton Villa, Sydney Boad, Enfield. 



AMONG THE BUTTERFLIES AND FLOWERS OF NORWAY. 
By R. S. Standen, F.L.S., P.E.S. 

There is a charm attaching to Entomology which few other 
sciences possess ; it impels its votaries to foreign climes. Bates's 
" half- starved fragment " is no longer the fetich of a crowd, but 
is recognized for the tail-end only of a vast geological area that 
it really is. The glittering halos of the British-caught Antiopas 
and Lathonias of our youth have a sadly tarnished lustre now» 
and, when we meet these lovely creatures in their hosts on the 
Continent we sigh for the pleasing illusions of the past, but 
rejoice in our emancipation. And so, after having explored at 
different periods most of the central and southern countries of 
Europe, a friend and I found ourselves, on the last Sunday in 
June, in the bright little capital of Norway. 

We were both of us more or less familiar with the phenomena 
of the midnight sun, but it was something of a surprise to find 
that, as far south as Ghristiania, it was still possible at 12 p.m. 
to read a book at the open window without artificial light. It 
was still more strange perhaps to see people promenading the 
streets and public gardens, and sitting about on benches, long 
after midnight, in costumes of the most light and airy descrip- 
tion. It is difficult to realize that we are in the 60th degree of 
North latitude, with a sky as pure and an atmosphere as dry and 
warm as that of Florence. 

Such an introduction to the northern capital augured well for 
our brief visit to the country, and with few exceptions the promise 
of fine weather was well maintained. 

We proposed to make careful notes of all the Lepidoptera — 
more especially Ehopalocera — that came under our observation ; 
also of all the Phanerogamia, and, in my friend's case, of mosses, 
of which he collected, as it seemed to me, about half a cart-load, 
and will doubtless give a good account of them elsewhere. But 
in our secret hearts we pined after Argynnisfreija, Erebia embla, 
and (Eneis jutta— quite satisfied of course to have a good look at 

BNTOM. — ^AUGUST, 1898. T 
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them and establish their identity ; but, as my companion archly 
observed, i^hen taxed with the discrepancy between his principles 
and his active conduct with the net, there was no harm in 
securing a few for the benefit of one's friends ! And certainly, 
taking the amount of downright hard labour into account, the 
doctrine of altruism was never better illustrated. 

The locality indicated to us by ** Statsentomolog '* Schoyen 
was Disenaaen on the Kongsvinger line of rail, about forty miles 
N.E. by E. of Christiania, and we were fortunate in meeting with 
most excellent accommodation at Saeterstoen, three miles away, 
but in the neighbourhood of which also both embla B,ndjutta were 
fairly abundant. 

Forfreija we were unhappily too late, although a friend who 
preceded us by a week obtained, I believe, the one specimen 
necessary to establish its existence. Althpugh embla and jutta 
were considerably to the fore, both here and at Disenaaen, 
perfect examples were in the proportion of one to three at the 
outside. Both of them — more especially jwt^a — have a habit of 
sitting sideways, with closed wings, on the trunks of small firs, 
with the ragged bits of whose bark they are easily confounded. 
I must confess I took full advantage of this peculiarity, to the 
great saving of both wind and legs. 

They have an exasperating zigzag method of flight, and after 
you have pursued one some way he will often suddenly disappear 
in mid air as if by magic ; then you know what has happened, 
and by a cautious stalk from behind you may generally sweep 
him off the tree on which he has settled. 

A. aphirape was also common enough locally, but, until we 
got accustomed to its hesitating mode and slightly duskier 
appearance, it was easy to mistake it for A. euphrosyne. 

In selecting a habitat for these three creatures it is certain 
that the Creator took no account of the requirements of their 
puny captor, man. It may be worse in the tropics — it no doubt 
is — but, for Europe, of all the damp, treacherous, unpleasant 
soils the entomologist has to negotiate this would be hard to 
beat. A bog of yielding mosses and juicy peat, in which you 
flounder a foot deep at every step, and are lucky when the water 
does not come above the ankle— felled pine trunks and jagged 
branches lying prostrate in every direction, and tripping you up 
in the chase more frequently than you care to be reminded of — 
lovely grey patches of reindeer-moss, looking, at a little distance, 
beneath the flickering shade of scraggy firs, for all the world like 
a cool grey rock inviting a rest, and which if, in an unwary and 
exhausted moment you yield to the temptation, only lands the 
nether portion of your person in a bath of slush. Added to this, 
the thin stems of the ubiquitous fir and birch seem expressly 
invented to baffle the netsman and help the wary prey. So the 
task of collecting for friends is not all " cakes and ale." 
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But, en revanche, in cloudy intervals — not always the worst, 
for these species by the way — or when exhausted nature clamours 
for repose, what gems of plant-life greet the eye ! Linncea borealis, 
with its delicate little nodding white bell lined with rose-pink, 
two on each slender peduncle, is everywhere present, tenderly 
reminiscent of the great Swede whose favourite it was. The 
white star of Trientalis europcea rises modestly from the bed of 
Sphagnum that holds its tender rootlets in loving embrace; and 
the three Vacciniums — occycoccus, Vitis idcea and uliginosum — are 
almost universally abundant ; as is also, in the more open parts 
of the bog, Rubiis chamcemorus, the cloudberry. 

Our road to the Disenaaen bog lay along the railway — three 
miles of it — and a fine of two krone for trespass ; but the officials 
were most polite, and the rule appeared to be relaxed in our 
favour. On each side of the single line of rails were broad, 
sloping banks, densely diapered with many kinds of greenery. 
Here were Equisetum sylvaticum, and two others, in great abun- 
dance — ^the smallest of them looking, at a little distance, like a 
long-piled carpet on the uppermost edge of the bank, and creep- 
ing even under the rails and in between the sleepers. Here also 
were Pyrola media, minor and unijlora — Moneses grand'iflora of 
the 'London Catalogue.' When now, for the first time, I saw this 
lovely thing alive the barren poverty of my " Hortus Siccus " 
struck home to me like a blight. " Good-bye to the Herbarium ! ** 
I said ; but things look different when you get home, and that 
long row of portfolios so neatly labelled is still unburnt. 
Another delicate little plant, Smilacina bifolia {Maianthemum 
convallaria), the May lily, found only in one spot near Scar- 
borough with us, was common enough in places, and quite 
abundant on the roadsides near Christiania. Large white 
patches of -Galium boreale occurred here and there, and the 
beautiful white arum-like heads of Calla palustris lit up the 
dark quagmires of the bog that skirted the rail with an almost 
uncanny lustre. But dazzling beyond everything else were 
broad clusters of the rich crimson-purple Lychnis viscaria. 
They were our landmarks along the line. At this one you 
entered the bog for E, embla, just beyond that one was a spring of 
the purest and coldest water, and when the eye once rested upon 
one of these patches all else was merged in grey. A dangerous 
competitor would be Epilohium angustifolium, if they were both 
out together — not so aggressive to the eye, but more graceful, 
and more tender in its rose-bay tints, and it made a broad fringe 
all along the line. 

The butterflies that occurred most commonly on these banks 
were P. machaon, A, cratcegi, P. brassicce, E. cardamines, L. sinapis, 
C. palceno, T. rubi, P. hypothoe, L. agon, semiargus and cyllarus, 
an occasional battered F. antiopa, M. athalia, A. selene and 
evphrosyne (both extremely common), P. hiera, 0. pamphilus and 
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typhon, S. malva, N. tagei, H. sylvanus. Wild strawberries were 
in countless thousands, and delightfully cool and refreshing in 
the hot sun, whilst a long range of blue hills along the horizon 
was equally so to the eye. 

Before taking leave of this first portion of our trip, I feel 
that, for the sake of any who may be disposed to follow in our 
steps, I cannot do less than highly commend the house of our 
cultivated hosts, Herr. and Fru Wattne, of Maarud, Saeterstoen, 
per Ghristiania. He has a large farm, and the comfort and 
attention we experienced at their hands were beyond anything I 
can recall on similar occasions elsewhere. 

(To be continued.) 



NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 



LaBVJS of PtGARA (GlOSTEBA) BEOLUSA EaTINQ LABViE OF DiOBANUBA 

vmuiiA. — I have been rearing a brood of some thirty-five larvaa of 
C reclusttf and when they were about half grown I put in with them 
fourteen larvss of D. vinula freshly emerged from the ova. However, 
after a day or two, observing that the numbers of the latter grew 
** small by degrees and beautifully less," I kept them under close 
supervision, with the result that I caught a fine reclma ** red-handed," 
and thus accounted for the mysterious disappearance of the young 
vinuLa ! Is it not rather unusual for this species to display such 
voracity? I can assign no reason whatever for their conduct, as 
they were abundantly supplied with young poplar leaves kept always 
fresh by having the stalks in water, and it therefore cannot have been 
for want of food. I reared a large number of (7. curtula last season ; 
and, although they were kept together with some young vinula^ they 
showed no such cannibahstio propensities. — H. W. Shepheabd- 
Walwyn ; West Downs, Winchester. 

BUTALIS GIOADELLA, Z., fiot IN IlANGASmBE. — ^lu the ' Eutomologist,' 

xxvii. 246 (1894), the late Mr. J. B. Hodgkinson records the occurrence 
of Butalis cicadella in Lancashire, stating that he took a very fine 
example of it near Fleetwood on June 15th, 1894, and was able to 
identify it by comparison with a specimen in his cabinet, which had 
been captured at Southend by Mr. S. Stevens about forty years before. 
When Mr. Hodgkinson's collection was on view at Stevens's rooms in 
December last, I examined the series of B. cicadella^ left exactly as he 
had arranged it, and found that it consisted of three specimens. The 
first, beneath which was Hodgkinson's MS. label — "Lane near Wyre, 
June 15th, 1894 " — was obviously the moth referred to in his published 
note {loc, cit.)t ''Fleetwood" and "Wyre" being used synonymously; 
but instead of being B. cicadeUa it was in reality a dark unicolorous 
example of Bucculatrix maritima, Stn., bearing not the faintest 
resemblance to any Buta'is! The second was a Butalis so hopelessly 
rubbed and discolgured that certain recognition was impossible, though 
it clearly never was cicadella ; while the third was the example of the 
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true B. cicadellaf Z., that had been received from Mr. S. Stevens. The 
lot containing them fell to me, so I have been able to examine them 
again at leisure. In his note {loc, cit,) Hodgkinson says that B. cicadella 
had previously only been taken by Messrs. Dunning and S. Stevens; 
but as a matter of fact it had also been captured by Messrs. E. 
McLachlan (E. M. M. viii. 92) and W. Farren (Entom. xxi. 62). I 
have used the name Butalis above because Hodgkinson did so in his 
note ; but the genus should be known as Galanthia, Hb. — Eustace R. 
Bankes ; The Rectory, Corfe Castle, June 24th, 1898. 

Localities for Dragonflies wanted. — Mr. Lucas, of 278, King's 
Eoad, Kingston-on-Thames, would be glad to receive well-authenticated 
localities of the British dragonflies, for work on the group that he is 
preparing. 



CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

Argynnis latona in Somersetshire. — On July 20th I captured a 
nice specimen of Argynnis latona near a clover field at a place about four 
miles from Clifton. It measures 4*5 centimetres across the wings. The 
Rev. Joseph Greene has seen the insect, and says that it is undoubtedly 
A. latona. — Ralph RyiiANDs; School House, Clifton College, Clifton, 
Bristol. 

Plusia moneta in Kent. — It may be interesting to record that a 
working man has found in his garden, situated in the heart of the east end 
of this town, ten cocoons of Plusia moneta, from four of which imagines 
have emerged. They were found on the under side of the leaves of monks- 
hood. Evidently this beautiful moth has come to stay, as I have taken 
eight at light during the last few years. — R. A. Dallas Beeching ; S4, 
St. James Road, Tunbridge Wells. 

Plusia moneta in Surrey. — I understand that a cocoon of this 
species has been found at Surbiton just recently. — R. South; July 33rd. 

Agrotis ashworthti in North Wales. — I have just bred a lovely 
series of Agrotis ashworthii from larvae taken at PenmsBnmaur the last week 
in April. The form is distinctly darker than the Llangollen form of the 
species, and the markings scarcely so clearly defined. The rock cistus does 
not grow at Penmsenmaur, and I found my larvse mostly on sheep's sorrel 
{Eumex acetosella), growing on the barest parts of the mountain. — Geo. T. 
Porritt ; Crosland Hall, Huddersfield, July 4th, 1898. 

EuPiTHEOiA VENOSATA AT Balham. — On July 2nd last I saw a nice 
fresh specimen of this species at rest on a fence near the station. The 
food-plant (Silene inflata) occurs sparingly on the side of the railway just 
opposite the spot where the insect was noticed. — Richard South ; 100, 
Ritherdon Road, Upper Tooting, S.W. 

DioRANURA viNULA AT CHESTER AND RiGA. — This moth was uuusually 
common at Chester in the first week of June. It appears to have been 
equally observed at Riga (Russia), and at the same time. A fine male 
taken at the last-mentioned locality, which I have just set, is smaller, paler» 
and much less marked than our English specimens. — J. Arki^e i Qhester. 
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LiTHOSiA ME80MELLA IN Delambrb Forest. — During an afternoon 
ramble in Delamere Forest (June 29th) by members of the Chester Natural 
Science Society, three specimens of L. mesomeUa were taken at rest. As 
far as I know, the earliest record of the insect for the district is one of my 
own (see Entom. xxvii. 247). We found other good moths fairly common 
during the ramble, such as Eucosmia undulata, Macaria liturata, and 
Drepanafalcataria (falcula), — J. Arkle ; Chester. 

Lampyris NOOTiLUCA NEAR CHESTER. — Whilst sugariug at Sealand, 
with the Messrs. Thompson, of Chester, on the night of June 24th, we 
came across two of these beetles — the well-known ** glowworms." The 
species has been taken previously, but rarely, I believe, near Chester ; at 
any rate, this is the first occasion I have met with it in the district. The 
Messrs. "thompson tell me they have come upon as many as five in an 
evening in the Sealand neighbourhood. I well remember the wonder and 
admiration I felt upon seeing " glowworms " for the first time, some years 
ago, in the Tan-y-Bwlch valley, North Wales (Entom. xxvi. 289). — J. 
Arele; Chester. 

New Forest, 1898. — Nine days' collecting at Lyndhurst with Mr. A. 
G. Saunders, from June 3rd to June 12th, produced very favourable results, 
considering the lateness of the season. The weather turned out very fine, 
but it was very cold at night. At Stubby Copse Nemeobius lucina was very 
abundant, but rather worn ; Argynnis selene and A. euphrosyne were, how- 
ever, in splendid condition. Syrichthus alveolus was abundant, and I 
managed to get two nice varieties. On June 5th we visited the Rhine- 
fields, and found the rhododendrons very backward ; but the azaleas were 
in full bloom, and we took seven Macroylossa fuciformis ; on June llth I 
again went there, and took ^heen fuciformis in very fine condition, but no 
M. bombyliformiSt although the latter were common on the railway bank 
near Brockenhurst. During the day we took Boarmia consortaria, Ephyra 
omicronaria, Venilia maculata, Lithosia aureola, Moma orion (one at rest 
on a beech trunk), Phytometra anea, Coremia propugnata, Euchelia 
jacobcBCB, Euclidia mi, E. glyphica, Fanagra petraria, Ligdia adustata, 
Corycia taminata, Melanthia ocellata, Bombyx ruhi (including three females), 
Scodiona belgiaria (abundant), Fidonia atomaria, Aspilates strigiUaria, 
Nemoria viridata (common), and Spilosoma mendica. Sugaring proved 
very unsuccessful ; only nine Thyatira batis, three Miana strigilis, three 
Qrammesia trilinea, one Acronycta psi, one Noctua plecta, and one Aplecta 
herbida came to the bait. Beating for larvae was very unproductive, except 
for a small larva of Apatura iris, which fell from a sallow into the beating- 
tray ; while the oaks at Hurst Hill only resulted in one very small larva of 
Catocala spoma, and not a single (7. promissa. On the heath there were 
plenty of larvsB of Bombyx trifolii, Agrotis agathina, Noctua neglecta, and 
Selidosema plumaria ; and by searching the honeysuckle we only obtained 
two full-grown larvsB of Limmitis sibylla, while from lichens a few larvae of 
Cleora glabraria and C. lichenaria were collected. The other larvae were 
Tephrosia biundvlaria, Bombyx neustria, Argynnis paphia, Tcmiocampa 
munda, and AmpMpyra pyramidea. — H. O. Wells; Hurstfield, The 
Avenue, Gipsy Hill, London, S.E., July 5th, 1898. 
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SOCIETIES. 

South London Entomologioal and Natural History Society. — 
June2Brd, 1898.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, P.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Broome, Christchurch, Oxford, was elected a member. Mr. Filer 
exhibited living larv8B of Thecla rubi feeding on rock-rose (Cistus), and 
called attention to their remarkable protective coloration. Mr. Adkin, 
larvae of Acidalia marginipunctata {promutata), and read notes on their 
habits. Some were nearly full-fed, while others were small. The 
ova had hatched in the early autumn. Mr. Moore, two fine varieties 
of Arctia caia bred from ova by Mr. Cooke : 1, fore wings uniformly 
dark chocolate without the usual cream markings ; 2, fore wings with 
a very considerable decrease in the area covered by the dark markings. 
The larvsB, some sixty in number, fed all the winter on cabbage. Mr. 
West, the Coleoptera he had taken at the Eeigate field-meeting. Mr. 
Barnett, a specimen of Venilia maculata having the dark blotches 
irregularly joined and blurred on one side only. 

July 14ith. — Mr. E. Adkin, F.E.S., Vice-President, in the chair. 
Mr. H. Shortridge Clarke, F.E.S., Sulby Vicarage, Isle of Man, was 
elected a member. Mr. South exhibited a series of Lyccena corydon, to 
illustrate the variation in the number and arrangement of the spots on 
the under surface ; also a series of forty-two Spilosoma luhricipeda^ 
comprising thirty-five var. zatima = radiata in both sexes, and seven 
typical males, all reared from ova laid by a dark female zatima. Mr. 
Moore, a dwarf specimen of Polyommatus icarus from Folkestone. 
Mr. Lucas, specimens of Libellula guadrimaculata showing considerable 
variation in the size of the dark spot, and also in the amount of the 
saffron coloration. Mr. West (Greenwich), a short series of the local 
hemipteron, Lopus flavomarginatus, from Abbey Wood. Mr. Dennis, 
the Qgg of Polyminatus icarus under the microscope. It was com- 
parable to a beautiful white double dahlia. Mr. Adkin read a report 
of the field-meeting held at Beigate on Jime 11th. — Hy. J. Turner, 
Hon. Rep. Sec. 

Birmingham Entomological Society. — June 20iA, 1898. — Mr. E. C. 
Bradley in the chair. Mr. H. Willoughby Ellis, Park Grove, Solihull, 
was elected a member. Mr. C. J. Wainwright showed a short series 
of Orthoneura elegans (four males, four females) and 0. brevicornis 
(nine males) from Sutton, taken on May 15th and 22nd this year, and 
said that both species were exceedingly rare, and that they had 
previously been known as British only from a few odd specimens. 
Mr. Bradley showed Anthophora pilipes and Andrena gwynana, both 
of which species had been very common at Droitwich in the first week 
of April this year. Mr. Martineau said that A. pilipes occurred at 
Solihull, and was doing much damage to the church wall by burrowing 
in the red sandstone of which it consists. Mr. Fountain showed a 
collection of insects made in Herefordshire on Whit Monday, including 
Epione advenaria, Ligdia adustata^ Minoa euphorbiata, Ephyra omicronaria^ 
Hadena genistce, CucuLlia verbasci, &c. Mr. Martineau showed Andrena 
cingulata, male and female, from Bewdley, where they were taken on 
May 9th ; he said they were the first local specimens he had heard of. 
— Golbran J. Wainwright, Hon. Sec. 
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£endal Entomologigal Sogiett. — On July lltb the second meeting 
of this Society was held in the Blue Goat School, and was very well 
attended, twenty-five members being present. Three new members 
were elected. Dr. Parker laid before tihe Society his scheme whereby 
the Entomological Society, while retaining its independence, should 
be recognized by the Town Council as one branch of a larger body in 
the shape of a Natural History Society generally. He further stated 
that the Town Council had handed over a room in Abbot Hall for the 
exclusive use of the Natural History Society, and that the Education 
Conmiittee were generously prepared to provide funds for its mainten- 
ance, such as lighting, heating, cleaning, and any necessary printing, 
&c. He believed also that they would provide a cabinet in which a 
model collection of the lepidopterous fauna of the district might be 
made. Mr. Moss, in reply, thanked Dr. Parker for his suggestions, 
and for the trouble he had taken on behalf of the Society, and suggested 
that they should accept the. offer, thus made, with gratitude. He 
stated that by so doing the Society could lose nothing, but would 
probably gain considerably by being recognized by the town, by 
having efficient headquarters, and by associating with other branches 
of natural science. Practically the only change would be that the 
Society would hold its meetings in Abbot Hall instead of in the Blue 
Coat School. The motion was put to the meeting and unanimously 
accepted. The Be v. A. M. Moss then gave an elementary lecture on 
the forming of a collection of Macro-Lepidoptera, urging the members 
to have some definite end and aim in collecting, and not to collect 
merely for the sake of amassing numbers of specimens, or for any low 
and unsportsmanlike motive, which was contrary to the true spirit of 
an entomologist. He emphasized the value of thoroughness in every 
department of the work, if success was to be attained. Mr. Holmes 
exhibited a case of Lepidoptera captured since the previous meeting, 
embracing amongst other good forms a fine variety of Abraxas grossu- 
lariata, in which the costa and outer margin of the fore wings were 
almost entirely black. He also exhibited a nice series of newly- 
captured and unset Erehia epiphron^ from Red Skrees. Mr. Inder, two 
bred specimens of Acronycta menyanthidis, and some others. Mr. 
Littlewood, a case of nicely-set insects, some recently caught, some of 
previous year, and showing pupaB-cases in several instances, a point 
which it was hoped would be more universally adopted. Mr. Moss, a 
drawer of hawk-moths and clear- wings, and a box of recent captures 
and bred specimens, including a series of Nemeobim lucinay Procrts 
statices, P. geryon, and Zygcena filipendula, caught on a railway bank, 
one with with only five spots, and two others with the middle pair of 
spots much reduced in size; also a specimen of Macroglossa bom- 
byli/ormis, from the same place. Mr, Smith reported having just taken 
var. hospita of Chelonia plantaginis on Red Skrees. Mr. Whitehead 
exhibited two E, epiphron, C. plantaginis, Scodiona belgiaria, and others, 
taken in the Langdale district. Mr. Wright exhibited a specimen of 
Bombyx rubi, Acronycta rumicisy and a specimen of Plusia interrogationis, 
bred from a pupa found spun up on heather near Staveley. 
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DICHRORAMPHA FLAVIDORSANA, Knaggs. 
By H. Guard Knaggs, M.D., P.L.S., &c. 




D, flavidorsanay reproduced from Robinson^ s figure {E. A, for 1867). 

Some time ago my attention was drawn by Mr. South to an 
article in the * Annals of the Entomological Society of Belgium * 
(February, 1898, pp. 34-88), by Baron de Crombrugghe de 
Picquendaele, on certain Lepidoptera new to the Belgian fauna, 
wherein was a note referring to the distinctness of the above 
insect from D. petiverella, the difference of its habits from that 
species, and its attachment to its food — the tansy. 

After reading this I took the liberty of writing to the Baron, 
who most obligingly supplied me with half a dozen specimens of 
the insect in question, and informed me that they had been 
named "D. flavidorsuna, Knaggs," by Drs. Staudinger and 
Bang-Haas; but that Lord Walsingham had subsequently 
pointed out to him that they were qucestionana, Zeller — 
alpinana of Stainton's ' Manual.' 

From my recollection of the original specimen, from which 
my description (E.M. M. iii. pp. 176-7) and Eobinson's figure 
(Ent. Annual for 1867, plate, fig. No. 5) were taken, I felt satis- 
fied that flavidorsana could not be petiverella, and therefore 
referred to my above-mentioned description, where I found : — 

BNTOM. SEPT. 1898. U 
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1st. That Mr. Doubleday (in 1864 or 1865) was '* confident that it 
was merely a variety of alpinana.*'* 

2Dd. That about that time (1864-6) I returned the insect to Mr. 
Barrett as ** alpinana ? *** 

drd. <rhat in describing the original male (in 1867) I stated that 
it partook of the characters of alpinana t* excepting that the ground 
colour was darker, the bright tawny markings at the apex and hind 
margin were more evident, and the yellow lunule was more con- 
spicuous and more vivid. I note, too, that it was on these very cha- 
racters that Prof. Zeller, in his '* Albula Fauna'* (Stettin. Ent. Zeitung, 
1878), laid stress in differentiating his quiBstionana from the ordinary 
alpinana* of the period. 

Under these circumstances I sought the assistance of my 
good friend Mr. C. G. Barrett, asking if he could let me have a 
sight of the original specimen if still in existence, a request with 
which he not only moet kindly complied, but went to the further 
trouble of procuring for me, from Dr. Mason, the loan of Mr. 
Meek's North Devonshire insect, which was considered by Mr. 
Doubleday and myself, in 1867, to be a variety of flavidorsana, 
notwithstanding that it differed from the latter, inasmuch as 
the dorsal blotch bore a resemblance to that of petivereUa, as 
stated at the time (E. M. M. iii. p. 177). 

I am now, on re-examination of these specimens, compelled 
to modify the views I held in 1867, and in doing so shall con- 
fine my remarks to the males ; the specimens sent to me as the 
females, which I simply described as ** excessively like petiver- 
eUa,'' certainly belonging to that species; and indeed my friend 
Mr. Barrett, in answer to a query of mine, says that he had no 
proof at all that they were the females of flavidorsana. 

As for the males — which I think I have never, till now, seen 
side by side — Mr. Meek's specimen appears to be petiverella, 
with a curiously-formed dorsal blotch, looking as if two twin 
blotches had become united into one, with a small dark spot at 
the broadened base close to the dorsal margin. Mr. Barrett's 
original type, on the other hand, seems to me to be identical 
with qucestionana, Z., = alpinana of the * Manual,* the diflference 
in character of its darker ground colour, the brighter tawny 
markings at apex and hind margin, and the conspicuous bright 
yellow dorsal patch being insuf&cient to separate it as a distinct 
species; for I find that the insect, from these parts at any 
rate, is more variable in these respects than I had formerly 
imagined it to be. 

However, with Mr. Barrett's and Dr. Mason's permission, I 
purpose exhibiting these interesting specimens, together with 
examples of Folkestone flavidorsana (kindly lent by my friend 
Mr. Purdey), at an early meeting of the London Entomological 

* The alpinama here referred to means the alpinana of Staiaton's 
' Manual.* 
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Society, in order that the Fellows may have an opportunity of 
judging whether flavidorsana is veeAlj petiverella or qtuestionana. 

Folkestone : Angast, 1898. 



A GUIDE TO THE STUDY OP BRITISH WATERBUGS 
(AQUATIC RHYNCHOTA). 

By G. W. Kirkaldy. 
(Gontinned from p. 180.) 

Mounting. 

Until a few years ago the almost universal method of mounting 
bugs and beetles consisted in gumming or glueing the ventral 
surface of the insect on to a square or oblong piece of card, 
sometimes with the legs carefully extended, but more often 
cramped together under the body. Now, considering that very 
important specific characters are furnished by the legs and 
ventral surface of waterbugs, this method is evidently incon- 
venient, and I am of the opinion that it is best to pin whenever 
possible. 

Notonecta, Nepida, Naucorida^ and the three larger species 
of Gerris, should be transfixed through the scutellum by a fairly 
stout "entomological" pin, about 35 millimeters (i.e. one inch 
and three-eighths) long; for example, D. F. Tayler & Co.'s 
No. 16. 

The specimens should be transfixed up to within about half 
an inch from the head of the pin, and I think that a strong pin 
is a great advantage, on account of retaining its position firmly 
and steadily in the cork, and not suddenly bending at various 
points, as is the custom of the very fine pins used by many 
continental rhynchotists. After the lapse of years the general 
condition of the insects mounted in the former manner will be 
found to be much better than those mounted in the latter way. 

British collectors have long been notorious on account of 
their predilection for short pins ; the advantages, on the other 
hand, in favour of those I have previously mentioned are very 
great; for instance, the danger of attack from Anthrenvs, Atropos, 
&c., is minimised almost to the vanishing point (although of 
course the usual precautions must be adopted), and the space 
for necessary labels is much increased. 

I cannot recommend black pins, — they are too soft and 
pliant. Headless pins have often been advocated, but I think 
that a small head is a great improvement. 

For Velia^ Aepophilvs, Acanthia, and the smaller species of 
GerriSf the smallest and finest pin obtainable (about 14 milli- 

u2 
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meters^ say half an inch long) should be employed. This is 
thrust through the scutellum, as in the larger species^ and then 
through a small piece of pith.* Through the other end of the 
pith is stuck a No. 16 pin. The labels will, of course, be affixed 
to the larger pin. The male and female (especially when caught 
in cop.) can be pinned on the same piece of pith. 

It is not advisable to pin Corixa at all, as there is no visible 
scutellum, and as a very valuable specific character, the strigil, 
occurs on the dorsal surface of the sixth abdominal segment of the 
male, the ornamental sex cannot be pinned through the elytra. 
These insects should, therefore, be affixed with gum or glue to the 
apex of a small isosceles triangle of cardboard of medium thick- 
ness, through the base of which is run a No. 16 pin. If possible, 
the tip of the card should cover only the metastemum or first 
abdominal segment on one side ; by this method practically the 
whole insect is available for examination, and, if preferred, it 
may be adopted in the case of those specimens for which I have 
advocated the pith staging. Plea, Micronecta, and the smaller 
Oerridce may be mounted on small oblongs of card, affixed by 
the ventral surface. Before mounting, the legs (and, in the 
Oerridce, the antennae) should be thoroughly cleaned and care- 
fully spread out ; one or two examples of each species should be 
mounted venter upwards, and one or two on their sides. I must 
admit that I have not yet found a really convenient fixative ; a 
good liquid glue is perhaps the best, — the formerly much advo- 
cated gum tragacanth is an abomination, and should not be used 
under any circumstances. 

Specimens should be mounted as soon as possible after capture. 

Of course these methods take a much longer time than the 
older methods of glueing everything down on to card, but the 
first consideration should be, "What is the best and most 
convenient mode of preparation to facilitate future study?'* 
Moreover, the heterogeneous appearance occasioned by the 
different ways of setting, some on single pins, others staged, 
others on triangular cards, and yet others on oblong cards, will 
undoubtedly be displeasing to those gentlemen to whom it is of 
prime importance that every specimen should be at precisely the 
same distance from the point of the pin, and that the legs in 
every specimen should be extended at precisely the same angle ; 
but I hope that any of my readers who may be induced to take 
up the collection of British Aquatic Ehynchota will do so with 
the ulterior motive of study. 

A few examples of each species should be preserved in alcohol 
or formalin, both imagines and "preparatory" stages. The 
latter will be discussed separately later. 

There should be attached to every specimen at least two 

* Messrs. Watkins & Doncaster sell " Polyporus'* pith for this purpose. 
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labels, one with the locality, the other with the name of the 
insect ; and when specimens have been received from correspon- 
dents, it is well to add a third bearing the name of the sender. 
In my own collection, when I have been able to examine the 
original type specimen of any species, and to compare with it 
my own or other examples, I add a fourth label, ** Compared 

with the Type in colhi. by G. W. Kirkaldy." This is 

more useful perhaps in rare and little known exotic species. 

Note-books are necessary for the registration of species, both 
those obtained from other workers and those collected by oneself, 
with notes on habits, locality, &c. 

It will not be necessary to speak here of cabinets, store-boxes, 
mite and mould preventives, as the treatment in this case will 
not differ, materially from that adopted for other insects. 

In concluding the hints on " Mounting,*' I would reiterate 
**use long pins," "mount as soon as possible after capture," and 
" label fully." 

One word as to measuring. It is the almost universal practice 
among entomologists to employ the metrical system, and it will 
be well for young collectors to familiarize themselves with it. 

Literature. 

The foUowing are a few of the books and papers that should 
prove useful to the British collector : — 

1. Saunders — * Hemiptera-Heteroptera of the British Isles.* 
(Reeves, 1892. 14s.). In this indispensable work, analytical 
tables and short descriptions are given of all the species known 
up to 1892. As the author does not adopt the almost universally 
accepted "law of priority" in nomenclature, a short list of 
necessary alterations will be given subsequently. 

2. Douglas and Scott — * British Hemiptera-Heteroptera ' 
(Ray Society, 1865. Obtainable from secondhand booksellers for 
about 18s.). This work is out of date ; and, moreover, possesses 
the disadvantage of being unprovided with analytical tables; 
nevertheless, it is well worthy, from the excellence of the illu- 
strations, of being added to the student's shelves. 

3. Dufour — *Recherchesanatomiques . . . sur les Hemipteres ' 
(Mem. Savants Etrang. a TAcad. Sci. iv. pp. 129-462; 1833. 
Obtainable from secondhand booksellers for about 16s.). These 
researches deal with the anatomy and biology of a number of 
species occurring in the British Isles. 

4. Miall — * Natural History of Aquatic Insects.' (Macmillan, 
1895. 6s.) Sixteen pages deal with waterbugs. 

The student will also, after mastering these works, find it 
well to become acquainted with the papers dealing with the 
waterbugs of the various European countries by Fieber, Stal, 
J. Sahlberg, Puton, Horvath, &c. 
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5. Riley — "Directions for Collecting and Preserving Insects" 
('Bulletin of the United States National Museum,' No. 39, 
Part F, 1892). This profusely illustrated work of nearly one 
hundred and fifty pages can be obtained on application to the 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C. I 
believe that applications from bona fide workers are not refused. 

6. A label list, based on Mr. Saunders's work, is obtainable 
from Mr. T. M. McGregor, of Perth. 

(To be continued.) 



A CATALOGUE OP THE LEPIDOPTERA OP IRELAND. 

By W. p. db Vismbs Kane, M.A., M.R.LA., F.E.S. 

(Gontinued from p. 107.) 

PYRALIDES. 

Aglossa pinguinalis, L. — Universally distributed. 

[Pyralis glaucinalis, L. — Recorded by Sinclair from 
"Wicklow,** on what authority I know not. No specimen in his 
collection. I think it as well to await a better authenticated 
capture.] 

Pyralis farinalis, L. — Common. 

ScoPARiA AMBiGUALis, Tv. — Widely distributed. Powerscourt, 
Co. Wicklow, common (B.) ; Belfast (W); Armagh (J.); Mo- 
naghan and Tyrone ; Farnham, Oavan ; Donegal ; Markree 
Castle, Sligo ; Clonbrock, Co. Galway ; Crookhaven, Glengarriff, 
and Killarney, Co. Kerry ; Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare, &c. 

ScoPARiA CBMBRJs, Haw. — Howth (-B.), Co. Dublin ; Magil- 
ligan, Co. Derry; Valentines Glen, Belfast {W.). 

ScoPARiA DUBiTALis, Hh. — Not rare. Killarney, abundant; 
Killynon, Co. Westmeath; Howth; and near Belfast (PT.). 

ScoPARiA MURANA, Curt. — "Belfast, Mr. Hogan" (B.). 

ScoPARiA LiNEOLA, CwTt. — ** Gal Way, August" (B.); Howth 
{Shield), and Skerries, Co. Dublin ; Magilligan, Co. Derry ifiurzon). 

ScoPARiA MERCURELLA, L. — Pretty common. 

SooPARiA CRAT^GELLA, Hh. — Howth ; Dromaua and Cappagh, 
Co. Waterford ; ArdtuUy near Kenmare, Co. Kerry ; Clonbrock, 
Co. Galway. 

SooPARiA RESiNBA, Haw. — Powcrscourt, Co. Wicklow {B.)\ 
Loo Bridge, near Kenmare, Co. Kerry. 

ScoPARiA TRUNCicoLELLA, Sta. — Snocm, ArdtuUy near Ken- 
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mare, and Killarney, Co. Kerry; Dromana, Co. Waterford; 
Favour Eoyal, Co. Tyrone; Armagh (J.). 

SooPARu ANQusTEA, St. — " Dublin, Howth, August and Sep- 
tember; and in May and June hybernated specimens" (B.); 
Armagh (J.). 

SooPARiA ATOMALis, DbL — Howth ; Markree Castle, SUgo. 

SooPARU PALLIDA, St. — Howth (B. and G. V. H.) ; Drum- 
reaske, Co. Monaghan; Armagh (J.); Belfast, abundant (JF.); 
Ballincar, Co. Donegal (R.) ; Dunmore, Co. Waterford. 

NoMOPHiLA NOOTUBLLA, ScMff. — Widely distributed, and very 
abundant where it occurs. Kingstown, and Howth {G. V. If.), 
Co. Dublin; Glendalough, Connemara; Enniscoe, Co. Mayo; 
Cappagh, Co. Waterford ; and Minehead are some of the places 
where I have seen it extremely numerous. 

Pyrausta purpuralis, L. — Common and widely spread. 

Pyrausta ostrinalis, H6.— Common and widely spread, 

Ehodaria sanguinalis, L. — Locally abundant in the Co. 
Galway, namely, Ardrahan, Kilcornan, and Merlin Park ; 
Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare ; and probably also elsewhere on 
the similar limestone pastures of '* the Burren " in that county. 

Herbula oespitalis, Schiff. — Common, and widely distri- 
buted on dry pastures throughout Ireland. 

Ennyohia oingulata, jL. — ^Very local and rare. Ardrahan 
(Miss N.) and Ballinahinch, Co. Galway; !^ocknarea, near 
Sligo (-B.); Carrickfergus, Co. Down (JF.). 

Ennyohia nigrata, Scop. — Specimens have been taken at 
Galway (C. G. B.) and Clonbrock (R. E. D.) ; and Magilligan, 
Co. Derry. 

Ennyohia ootomaculata, Fb. — ^Fairly abundant, but very 
restricted in distribution. Kilcornan (B.), Ardrahan, and 
Ballinahinch, Co. Galway ; on the banks of the Boughty Biver, 
and the valley above Kenmare, Co. Kerry. 

Agrotera nbmoralis, Scop. — Near Sligo (R.). 

Endotrioha flammealis, ScAi^.— Galway {B.). 

EuRRHYPARA uRTioATA, L. — Commou everywhere. 

SoopuLA ALPiNALis, Scfei^. — Giaut's Causeway, Antrim 
(£. M. M. ii. 261). 

ScopULA LUTEALis, H&.— Often very abundant and widely 
distributed. Various localities in the counties of Dublin, 
Louth, Armagh, Derry, Donegal, Sligo, Galway, Westmeath, 
Tyrone, &c. 

SoopuLA OLiVALis, Schiff. — Everywhere abundant. 
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ScoPULA PBUNALis, Sckiff. — Everywhere abundant. 

ScoPuiiA FBRRUGALI8, Hb. — ^Abundant on the coast near 
Dublin {B.)y as at Howth. The only other localities of occur- 
rence that I know elsewhere are Drumreaske, Monaghan; 
Favour Eoyal, Tyrone; and Berehaven, Co. Cork (Ir. Nat 
in. 198). 

BoTYS PANDALis, Hb. — Bare. Galway (B.) ; single specimens 
at Ardrahan, and Dromoland Castle^ Co. Clare ; Enniskillen 
(Partridge). 

BoTYS RURALis, Scop.— One near Sligo (McC); Cork, very 
abundant (S.). 

BoTYS FusoALis, Schiff. — Common everywhere. 

Ebulba obocbalis, Hb. — **Howth, Dublin, Wicklow, Gal- 
way'' (B.). 

Ebulba sambucalis, ScAi^.— Appears to be generally distri- 
buted. I, however, have never met with it. 

Spilodbs stictioalis, L. — " Howth, by Dr. Wright " (J5.). 

PiONBA poRPiOALis, L. — Commou universally. 

Orobbna straminalis, Hb. — Abundant locally. Cavan (J5.) ; 
Favour Eoyal, Tyrone; Enniskillen; at Markree Castle, and 
near Sligo (R.) ; Cromlyn (Mrs. B.), and Killynon, Co. West- 
meath; Killarney (B.). 

Cataclysta lemnata, L. — Common everywhere. 

Paraponyx stratiotata, L.— Widely distributed, but some- 
what local. Drumreaske, Monaghan; and very abundant on 
the Grand Canal near Athy, &c. 

Hydrocampa NYMPHiBATA, L. —Very common. 

Hydrooampa stagnata, Don. — Very common. Stainton, in 
his * Manual,' refers to a pale variety as follows : — " Mr. Bond 
has specimens of a pale variety in which the inner line and sub- 
terminal line are obliterated. They were taken near Cork, and 
perhaps may be a distinct species." This I have taken on the 
shores of Lough Oughter at Farnham, Co. Cavan ; at Castle 
Bellingham, Co. Louth ; and on the banks of the Brosna where 
it enters the Shannon in King's Co. It is evidently only a variety, 
as every grade of obliteration occurs to a pure white form (at 
Lough Oughter especially), upon which the only markings that 
remain are traces of the discoidal marks. 

AcENTROPus NivEus, OUv. — Occurs in the same locality at 
Lough Oughter in some abundance. Also is extremely abundant 
at Belleisle on the Upper Lough Erne ; and is also numerous in 
parts of the Lower Lough below Enniskillen. 
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PTEROPHORI. 

Platyptilia bertrami, Rossi. — Widely distributed, but local. 
Howth {G. V.H.), Kingstown, and the ** Strawberry-beds'* near 
Lucan, Co. Dublm ; Farnham, Co. Cavan ; Armagh (J.) ; and 
local near Belfast {W.); Glendalough, in Connemara; near 
Sligo (ii,) ; Coolmore, Co. Donegal {J.) ; Dunmore, Co. Water- 
ford, &c. 

Platyptilia isodactylus, Zell. — Local, but abundant in its 
habitats. Birchall found it sparingly in Cromaglaun Glen, near 
Tower Lodge, on the Upper Lake of Killarney, in August. It 
also occurs on the opposite shore, in marshy spots at the foot 
of the Eagle's Nest Mountain, where I took it in some numbers, 
in company with W. Salvage, in the first week in June. I have 
also specimens from Markree Castle, Co. Sligo, and MoycuUen, 
Co. Galway. 

Platyptilu gonodactyla, Schif. — Howth and Clontarf, 
Co. Dublin (B.); abundant near Belfast (W.) ; Armagh (J.). I 
have specimens from other localities, but unfortunately have 
lost the label references. 

Platyptilia tesseradaotyla, L. — In June, 1895, I took, at 
Ardrahan, two plumes which I thought to be like P. zetterstedtL 
The following year, at Clonbrock, in the same county, when in 
company with the Hon. E. E. Dillon, I met with two species of 
plumes, in a clearing of a plantation where Antennaria dioica 
grows plentifully. One proved on inspection to be Aciptilia tetra- 
dactyla, and the other, of which I took a series of five or six, I 
recognized to be the new species met with at Ardrahan. Mr. Dillon 
recognized it at once as one which occurred numerously about 
that clearing, and showed me in his store-boxes a series captured 
there a year or two before. When sending a box of Eupithecice 
and Micro-Lepidoptera to Mr. C. G. Barrett subsequently, I put 
in a specimen, which was in due course identified by him and 
Lord Walsingham as tesseradactyla, L. A third locality has 
been discovered this year, namely, Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare, 
the seat of Lord Inchiquin. It appears, however, to be scarce 
there, for in the present summer I repeatedly searched consider- 
able areas covered with the food-plant, but in vain ; till one 
evening the Hon. Edward O'Brien caught a single specimen on 
the edge of a plantation. From the similar character of these 
three localities, so widely apart, it is probable that many other 
stony pasturages of the west of Clare and Galway may preserve 
settlements of this moth, elsewhere unknown in the British 
Islands. It is easily disturbed from the food-plant on a sunny 
day. Mr. Dillon and myself transplanted some large sods of the 
food-plant in the autumn, with the result that he introduced a 
small colony of these plumes into another part of the Clonbrock 
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demesne. Most of my plants, however, were scratched up by 
rabbits at Dromreaske, so that probably I have failed in my first 
attempt at colonization. 

Amblyptilia aoanthodaotyla, Hb, — Near Sligo (R.), a light 
reddish form which Mr. Tutt refers to this species rather than to 
the cosmoddctyla of Hiibner, which they more nearly approach 
in colour (Pterophorina of Britain). About Belfast they are 
generally distributed, though rare (W.); Wicklow {G.V.H.); 
Killamey (?) ; see below. 

[Amblyptilia oosmodactyla. Hi.— Birchall records '* puncti- 
dactylus " from KiUarney. Probably referable to the above.] 

OxYPTiLus PABviDAOTYLUs, Haw. — Knockuarea, near Sligo 
(jB.) ; and Carrickfergus, Co. Down, abundant (W.). 

MiMJESBOPTiLUs BiPUNOTiDACTTLA, Haw. {plagiodoctylus, Sta.). 
— ^A very common scabious plume throughout Ireland, where 
scabious is extremely abundant. 

MiMiBSEOPTiLtJS PTERODACTYLus, L. — Widely spread and 
common. Kingstown and elsewhere in Co. Dublin. On the coast 
near Wexford; Cappagh and Dunmore, Co. Waterford; Kil- 
lamey ; Sligo (-B.) ; Clogher Head, Co. Louth, &c. Birchall 
gives " Howth and Belfast," but it is questionable whether this 
refers to this species or to Pterophorvs monodactylus, L., of which 
this was formerly considered a synonym. Mr. Watts has taken 
it plentifully on Black Mountain, Belfast. 

(Edematophorus lithodaotylus, Tr. — This species does not 
seem common in Ireland. Galway, {B.) ; Fermanagh (G.V.H.) ; 
Queenstown, Co. Cork ; Drumreaske, Monaghan. 

Pterophorus monodaotylus, L.— Everywhere distributed and 
apparently not solely a convolvulus-feeder, as it is very numerous 
in many wild barren districts, from which this plant is absent. 
I have often met with the imago at ivy blossom in October and 
November, so that it doubtless hybemates. 

AoiPTiLiA TBTRADACTYLA, L. — Local, and in some places not 
uncommon. It is to be found in many localities in the County 
of Galway, as at Moycullen, Clonbrock, where it flies in some 
numbers with Platyptilia tesseradactyla ; Ardrahan, &c. Also 
not rare at Dromoland Castle, Co. Clare; Island Magee, Co. 
Down (W.) ; Castle Bellingham, Co. Louth. 

AciPTiLiA PBNTADACTYLA, L. — This iuscct, SO uumcrous and 
generally well known in England, is only occasionally taken in 
Ireland so far as I have experience, and I have never met with it 
in any numbers. Single specimens for the most part have been 
taken at various places in the southern half of Ireland, namely, 
Howth (S.) ; Wicklow Mountains {B.) ; Cappagh, Co. Water- 
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ford ; New Boss, Wexford (B.H.) ; Cork (B.) ; Kenmare (R.E.D.) ; 
and the valley of the Eoughty, Co. Kerry ; Ardrahan and Moy- 
cullen, Co. Galway ; and near Sligo. 

Aluoita hexadactyla, L. — ^Everywhere common throughout 
Ireland, and sometimes extremely numerous, especially in the 
second emergence. 

(To be oontinned.) 



AMONG THE BUTTERFLIES AND FLOWERS OF NORWAY. 

By R. S. Standbn, F.L.S., F.E.S. 

(Oonoluded from p. 196.) 

Shortly before quitting our hospitable friends of Saeterstoen 
one of our party — I may be allowed to allude to him as the 
learned and indefatigable Doctor — left us for the far north, for 
Bosekop in the Alten Fjord, a six days' journey, with I know not 
what mythological Erebias and ArgynnidsB at the end of it. We 
would have given much to be able to follow him ; we knew how 
we should miss his playful sallies and his erudite conversation ; 
but weighty considerations intervened, and we decided to leave it 
for a future expedition. The wisdom of this decision was con- 
firmed shortly after, when we heard that most of the good 
things there were in very poor condition, and we concluded that 
it is futile to attempt to combine both N. and S. Norway in one 
excursion. 

In the meantime we had still ten days to dispose of before the 
departure of the inevitable steamer; so we returned to the 
capital, and spent a most agreeable evening (with relatives of 
the writer resident there) at Holmen-KoUen, a favourite resort 
of the citizens on high ground eight miles out of the city, where 
suppers are supplied and delightful views obtained over the 
famous Fjord. In the afternoon, after visiting most of the 
objects of interest, including the Viking ship and the Antiquity 
and Natural Bistory Museums, my companion had called on 
Professor Blyth — an authority on mosses. From the bryologic 
point of view, he suggested Kongswold in the Dovrefjeld, near 
Snehaetten; as this, however, was a three days' journey, we 
decided to place it in the same category with Bosekop, and 
eventually hit upon the happy medium of Bolkesjo — a hill 
resort in Telemarken, about 1700 ft. above sea-level, and some 
seventy miles W. by S. of Christiania. 

There is a perfectly charming deliberation in all the Nor- 
wegians do; they are never in a hurry; and so the express 
train to Kongsberg, vid Drammen, took 4^ hours to accomplish 
the fifty miles : thence we went by stolkjarre — a terribly rickety 
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conveyance carrying our four portmanteaus and the driver on a 
sort of protruding platform behind — to Bolkesjo, eighteen miles, 
in 4^ hours. The road seemed to have been constructed on the 
bee-line principle ; a few yards to right or left would often have 
made a comparatively level track of a deeply accented switch- 
back, but this would not have been consistent with the hardy 
Norseman's contempt for obstacles, so we had to do at least half 
the journey on foot. At five kilometers from Kongsberg we left 
the broad valley of the Laagen— a large river completely choked 
in one place by countless logs of floating timber several feet 
deep — and turned off into a steep and very rough road through 
the forest, which stretched away for miles apparently on either 
side, with hardly a break, till we reached our destination. In 
small clearings here and there Argynnis selene and euphrosyne 
were as abundant as at Saeterstoen, and Colias palano var. 
lapponica sailed along over patches of very wet marsh covered 
with Eriophorum polystachion, and a smaller species, probably 
alpinum. 

The village of Bolkesjo is most romantically situated on the 
steep incline of a hill above the very large and — as the Germans 
would say— :/J«cAreicfe lake of Folsjo. On the far side of the lake 
is a long range of fir-clad hills, rising one behind the other, and 
culminating in the "Gausta'' — a leonine-looking mountain of 
6180 ft., broadly streaked with snow. The firs are interrupted 
here and there with bright green slopes, or low-lying meadows, 
marvellously rich in colour with sorrel and a bronze-tinted 
festuca ; and when the setting sun, with that indescribable 
translucency peculiar to these latitudes, threw its glamour over 
the scene, one lost count of time, and sleep and dreams were 
only trivial incidents in a long day. So dazzling, and at the 
same time so entirely restful and satisfying, were these sunsets, 
that the artist of our party was perpetually tearing his hair into 
metaphorical shreds at his inability to reproduce them. He had 
this advantage, however, over his brethren of the net, in that he 
could pursue his art in the delicious cool of the evening, and 
might more than once have been seen at work up to half-past 
ten and eleven o'clock. 

At our present elevation — and we could work from 1500 ft. to 
4000 ft. — it was not unreasonable to hope for a somewhat 
different fauna to that of Saeterstoen, at the most 400 ft. above 
sea-level. The only strangers, however, were the rare Argynnis 
frigga, a mile or more beyond and above the hotel, and Erebia 
lappona, on the rocky slopes of the " Blefjeld," a hill 4000 ft. 
high. The collecting-ground here was all on an incline at 
angles of from 80°. to 45°, and the forest, although rather less 
boggy, was more fatiguing than at our first station by reason of 
the slippery character of the pine-needles and rocks on a slope 
— and, in my own case, the fatal omission of nails in the boots. 
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The feeling of exhaustion at the end of one long day there I 
shall never forget ; it taught me at all events one useful lesson, 
to wit, that age has its very well-defined limits of endurance. 

The Argynnis aphirape (common here also) was, I find, the 
Tar. 088ianu8 of Herbst, very distinct in the bright silver blotches 
of the under side, and little more than half the size of the type, 
of which I have specimens from Germany. The palceno also are 
all var. lapponica, Stgr. 

I should like here to make an observation on Erebia embla, 
which does not, however, appear to occur at Bolkesjo. Herr 
Schoyen states that in 1884, 1886, and 1888 he found it in great 
abundance at Disenaaen, but that in 1885 and 1887 he saw none 
at all. From this he naturally argues that it is a constant 
biennial, which seems remarkably strange, as it is hard to 
believe that in the course of jiges there may not have been an 
occasional overlapping. One would like to know how it behaves 
in Lapland, or whether it has been the object of experiment in 
captivity, and whether other Erebias lie over in the same way. 

The flora here was less varied than at Saeterstoen, but many 
of the same plants were still to the fore ; and I may mention 
two of the more prominent that were omitted in my former 
paper, viz. a fine form of Geranium pyrenaicum, common every- 
where, and a lovely crimson dog-rose growing, not in hedges as 
with us, but in isolated bushes, at not infrequent intervals by 
the roadside. My fellow-traveller (to whose superior botanical 
knowledge I was always glad to defer in cases of doubt) pro- 
nounces it to be Rosa cinnamomea. The last year's berries of 
Vaccinium oxy coccus, the true cranberry, were still lying, attached 
to their stalks, on the top of the mosses among which they grew, 
and were still juicy and full of refreshing flavour. 

Bird-Ufe seemed to be strangely lacking, both in numbers and 
variety. The only small birds I noted at Saeterstoen were the 
common sparrow and the house martin. I also saw four young 
FringillinsB, with grey speckled breasts and thick beaks, roosting 
on one of the lower branches of a fir, and should have said they 
were hawfinches, only Dr. Bowdler Sharpe tells me that this 
species is only a winter visitor in Norway. They were probably 
the crossbill, Loxia curvirostra, L., which breeds largely in 
Scandinavia, and does not acquire the crossing in the beak till 
after three weeks old. Of the ordinary song-birds we heard 
none, although the breeding season can scarcely have been over 
when we first arrived. Among larger birds, the grey crow and 
the magpie were abundant, we saw a few wood pigeons, and 
heard a corncrake and the green woodpecker. In the forest, 
close to Bolkesjo, wq were frequently startled by the superb 
capercailzie, Tetrao urogallvs, L., commonly known as the cock- 
of-the-wood. When the male bird swoops up from the ground, 
or from the low branch where he has been sitting, and crashes 
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through the thick foliage, he looks almost as big as a turkey- 
cock, and the air is tilled with the rattling whirr of his big wings. 
But the female hangs about, looking after her young, and is only 
languidly alarmed at the apparition of the human biped. On 
the Blefjeld, which my companion heroically scaled under a 
blazing sun, he saw ptarmigan, snow bunting, a lark (of which 
he took one egg, not yet determined), and a tit which he believed 
to be Parus norvegictis. 

I hardly dare trust myself to speak of the Diptera. The bare 
thought of them sets up a sense of urtication from head to foot ; 
but there are only six species for me :— 

No. 1. — A big gadfly with apple-green head, fussy and 
officious — a kind of German **dumme August" — a truly 
awful buzzer, but an arrant coward if you only fix your eye 
on him. 
No. 2. — A smaller gadfly, less noisy, but with a keen eye to 
business, prompt and effective, with a proboscis that seems 
to go right down to the marrow at once. 
No. 3. — The most deadly of all ; a small dipteron with gauzy 
grey-speckled wings, and a proboscis like an invisible needle 
— a furtive and silent pest, that deposits its poison and is 
off before you know that it has settled. 
No. 4. — ^A handsome, brown-blotched, black and yellow bodied 
little thing, only a degree less venomous than No. 8. 
These are about you in countless swarms all day long, in sun- 
shine and shade alike, and you come home in a state more 
easily imagined than described. The other two are the homely 
twilight midge, and the familiar mosquito that hums about your 
bed at night and counterpoints his melody upon your defenceless 
brow and hands. And yet, in spite of these torments, which 
are very real at the time, there is in those vast solitudes — ^where 
one may walk for days without meeting a soul — such a sense of 
freedom, and of the pure enjoyment of nature in one of its 
grandest forms, and the fascinations of the country and people 
generally are so great, that all else is soon forgotten, and one is 
quite ready to renew one's experiences on the first opportunity. 

List of Bhopalooeba Noted ob Taken. 

Papilio machaony L. — A few only, large and fine, at both places. 

Aporia cratagif L. — Abundant, large and strongly veined, at both 
places. 

Pieris hrasdca, L. — Fairly common. 

P. rapcBy L. — One or two noted. 

Euchlo'e cardaynines, L. — Common. 

Leucophada miapis^ L. — Very common. 

Colias palano var. lapponica^ Stgr. — Abundant, both at Saeterstoen 
and Bolkesjo. 

Thecla f^hi, L. — Common. 
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Polyommatus hippotho'e, L. and Esper. — A few on the railway bank. 

P. phlcRas, L. —Common. 

P. amphidamasy E. — One only, on railway bank. 

Lycana agon, Schiff. — Common. 

L. argus, L. — One male only, on railway bank ; dark slate ground 
colour on under side. 

L, optilete, Knock. — Fairly abundant about its food-plant, Vaccinium 
uliginomm, both at Saeterstoen and Bolkesjo. 

L. icarus, Eott. — Only one or two ; a more metallic blue than the 
English or continental type. Railway bank at Saeterstoen. 

L. amanda, Hb. — Rare at Saeterstoen. 

L, argiolm, L. — A few very worn. 

L. semiargm, Rott. — Very abundant. 

L. cyllarus, Rott. — A few, both at Saeterstoen and Bolkesjo. 

Vanessa c-alhurriy L. — One only, very worn, railway bank. 

V, urtic<By L. — One or two only of last year*s brood. 

V, antiopaf L. — A few well-battered specimens at Saeterstoen. 

Melitaa athalia, Rott. — Abundant and strongly marked. 

Argynnis aglaia, L. — One or two noted at Bolkesjo. 

A» euphrosyne, L. — Very abundant everywhere, but not so finely 
marked as Swiss specimens. 

A. selene, Schiff. — Equally common in both places. The railway 
bank swarmed with them. 

A, aphirape var. ossianus, Hbst. — Abundant both at Saeterstoen and 
Bolkesjo. Much sm.aller than the type, specimens of which I have 
from Germany without the silver blotches on the under side. 

A.frdja, Thnb. — One only, at Disenaaen, worn. 

A.frigga, Thnb. — Seven or eight, in poor condition, in a clearing 
of the forest a mile or so above Bolkesjo. 

Erebia lappona, E. — Only one, in good condition, on the Blefjeld, 
about 8500 ft. up. 

E. emhla, Thnb. — Abundant at Disenaaen and Saeterstoen, but 
mostly in bad condition, especially the males. This insect did not 
occur at Bolkesjo, and appears to frequent low-lying marshes only. 

(Ends jutta, Hb. — Rather more abundant than the foregoing, and 
flying about with it, but although, up to the last, we continued to 
take now and then a freshly emerged example — especially above 
Bolkesjo, nearly 8000 ft. up — the great majority were sadly worn. 

Pararge hiera, Fab. — Common at both places, very small at Saeter- 
stoen, and at both much darker than the Swiss type. 

P. egeria var. egerides, Stgr. — At Saeterstoen only. Rare. 

Epinephele kyperanthus, L. — ^A few only, and of a rather remarkable 
form, most of the specimens showing a tendency to approach the 
aberration arete of Ochsenheimer — almost black on the upper side, 
with the eye-markings of the type entirely effaced ; on the under side 
a slaty grey, with the pupils of the fore wing only faintly visible. This 
species was taken at both Saeterstoen and Bolkesjo. 
Ccenonympha pamphikis, L. — Very common. 

C. typhon, Rott. — Fairly common both at Saeterstoen and Bolkesjo. 

Syrichthus centaurea, Rbr. — Moderately common on the big bog at 
Saeterstoen, but not in the best condition. 

8. malva, L. — Common. 
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NiHonades tages, L. — A few. 
Hetperia sylvanus, E. — ^A few. 

N.B. — For A.freijay A.friggay E. embla, and (E.jutta the collector 
should be on the ground not later than June 10th. 

Thorpe Hall, Colchester: August, 1898. 

Since writing the above I have been much grieved to hear of 
the rather sudden and unexpected death of Professor Blyth, who 
had broken his leg shortly before we reached Christiania, but 
was said to be rapidly recovering. — E. S. S. 



THE NORTH AMERICAN BEES op the GENUS PROSAPIS. 

By T. D. a. Gogeebbll, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

(Continued from p. 192.) 

Florida. — P. schwarzii was described from a large female 
taken by Mr. Schwarz ; but I have several examples from Mr. 
Robertson, indicating that the insect varies in size. Mr. 
Robertson kindly sends me also the male, which is a remark- 
able insect ; the face-marks are cream-colour, the lateral marks 
long and narrow, pointed at each end, the inner side squarely 
truncate a little above the level of the top of the clypeus, the 
further projection along the orbital margin being narrow. The 
upper margin of the clypeus is broadly black, and there is a 
short black median downward projection, and long narrow 
lateral black stripes, separating the light colour of the clypeus 
from the lateral marks. There is no supra-clypeal mark. The 
first abdominal segment is smooth, practically impunctate. The 
punctuation of the thorax is fine and close, not coarse as in 
confimns. Antennae, hind border of prothorax (except spot on 
tubercles) and tegulse wholly dark. Wings strongly infuscated as 
in the female. 

In lacking a supra- clypeal mark in the male, this is like neva- 
densis, but in all other respects that is a totally different insect. 
It had been formerly questioned whether it might be confltbens or 
elliptica, but it is in fact wholly distinct from either of them. 

I have before me also types of P.floridanay Rob., and P. flam- 
mipes, Rob., both from Florida. 

Louisiana. —In Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. is a small male, which I 
can only refer to modestay though one would not look for that 
species so far south. It is not in the best condition, but it seems 
to present no good distinctive features. 

Texas. — Three specimens are in Coll Am. Ent. Soc, two in 
XJ. 8. N. M. Of the former, a male is to be referred to citrinifrons, 
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thoagh the face is buff instead of lemon-yellow, and there is 
yellow on the hind border of prothorax. It might be taken for 
modesta, but for its strongly punctured first abdominal segment, 
the punctuation being closer than in typical citrinifrons. It is, 
perhaps, a new species, but more evidence is needed before 
describing it as such. 

All the other Texas specimens are females. They are rather 
large, with the lateral marks constituting broad triangles as 
in modesta^ but quite long, rather as in Jloridana, yellow on hind 
border of prothorax, on tubercles, and spots on tegulse; first 
abdominal segment smooth. One differs by having all the light 
markings pure white ; it is probably a variety. It hardly seems 
likely that this is the female of citmdfrons, but I am not prepared 
to describe it as new. 

New Mexico. — In the Mesilla Valley, 8800 ft.,* we find two 
species: mesilla, allied to the eastern pygmaa ; and asinina, 
quite distinct from other U. S. species, and probably of Mexican 
affinities. The female of asinina, described as bipes, was first 
taken in September; it occurs on Solidago. This form has 
yellow face-markings; but in May, Miss Jessie Gasad took 
specimens on mesquite (Prosopis) which were somewhat larger, 
and had the markings so pale as to be practically white. 
P. mesilla, described from specimens taken in August, also 
occurs in spring, as early as April, on Sisymbrium, &c. On 
June 80th I took mesiUce at Albuquerque. A female taken on 
Salix at Santa Pe, July, appears to be pygm^aa, agreeing with 
the Colorado females so referred. It has not the light clypeal 
spot of mesilla, and the lateral marks are smaller. P. rudheckia 
was originally described from Sta. Pe. On a crucifer on Tuerto 
Mtn. near Sta. Pe, at 8550 ft., August 7th, I took a female 
differing from any seen at Sta. Pe (7000 ft.), and quite similar 
to varifrons female, except for the strongly and closely punctured 
first abdominal segment. The tegulsB have a light spot. This 
is clearly distinct from any female Prosapis described, but I will 
not propose a name for it, as it probably belongs to one of the 
described males. 

On Monarda fistulosa at Monument Rock, Sta. Pe Canon, 
8000 ft., August 11th, I took a female varifrons. It has the 
wings rather darker than usual, and so looks like the Plorida 
schwarsAi. 

Prof. E. 0. Wooton took a remarkable series of Prosapis on 
Scrophularia, Euidoso Creek, 7500 ft. Prom the males of this 
lot were described P. wootoni, P. tridentula (also Colo.), and 
P. rudheckia race ruidosensis. The females are of two types — 
one like varifrons, the other like modesta ; the former has, the 
latter lacks, the spot on tegulse. In both the first segment of the 
abdomen is smooth. I infer, but cannot assert, that the varifrons- 

KNTOM. — SEPT. 1898. X 
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like female belongs to tridentvla, and the modesta-hke one to 
wootoni. 

CoLOBADo. — Mr. C. P. Baker has collected a surprismg number 
of species, showing apparently that the higher elevations in this 
State are the metropolis of the genus in the U. S. From the 
males I have described P. bakeri (7000 ft.), citrinifrom (8500 ft.), 
tridentula (9500 ft.), rugosula and var. fallax (9500 ft.), tridens 
(7000 ft.), divergens (7000 ft.), episcopalis, coloradensis (9500 ft.), 
digitata, and rudbeckice race subdigitata. I have also recognised 
amongst Mr. Baker's Colorado material the described species 
basalis, Sm., varifrons, Cr., and pygmaa, Cr. I have taken 
P. mesillcBy Ckll., on Cleome serrulata at La Junta, Colo., but 
that is on the plains. P. affinisy modesta, eUiptica, and verticalis 
have been recorded from Colorado; eUiptica is probably found 
there ; but the others have probably been erroneously identified 
from such allied forms as citrinifronsy tridentula, &c. In the 
n. S. N. M. is a specimen taken by the writer in Custer Co., 
Colo., a female. It is of the varifrons type, but has a broken 
pale band on anterior edge of clypeus. The tegulsB have a light 
spot. I suppose it is varifrons, but it approaches elliptica. 

Montana. — The U.S.N.M. contains two females of the i^art- 
frons type, presumably that species. Both have the hind border 
of prothorax dark, and the spot on tegulsB. 

Utah. — The Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. contains male varifrons and 
female basalis. 

Idaho. — The U.S.N.M. contains two female varifrons, col- 
lected by Prof. L. Bruner in Beaver Canon. One has the hind 
border of prothorax partly light, the other has it all dark ; the 
latter lacks the spot on tegulse. 

Nevada. — Two species, suffusa and nevadensis, are known 
only from Nevada. A female from Nevada, in Coll. Am. Ent. 
Soc, is of the varifrons type, with spots on tegulse, but there is a 
large rufescent patch on the anterior part of the clypeus. The 
first abdominal segment is smooth. 

Califobnia. — P. coquillettii is a distinct species from Los 
Angeles Co. A female collected by Coquillett, also in Los Angeles 
Co., seems to belong to it ; it has the lateral face-marks much as 
in varifrons, only shortened and abruptly rounded above. The 
anterior part of the clypeus is obscurely rufescent. 

Male specimens from Cala. in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. represent, 
four species, thus : — 

(1.) P. bakeri, Ckll. With all the distinctive characters of 
this well-marked species, but the wings are browner than in the 
type. 

(2.) P. ruidosensis, Ckll., var. with spot on tegulse. One of 
the slightly modified rudbeckia types ; from a single specimen 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOBTH AMBBIOAK BEES. 219 

we cannot determine whether there exists a distinctive Cali- 
fornian race. 

(8.) P. suffma, CklL, var. with the face more lemon-yellow. 
The abdomen is strongly punctured. Tegulse all dark ; tubercles 
with a yellow speck. 

(4.) P. tridentula, Ckll. The clypeus is somewhat shorter 
than in the Colo. type. 

A female, which I can only refer to P. mesillce, is in the 
U. S. N. M. from Los Angeles Co., collected by Coquillett. 

In Coll. Am. Ent. Soc'. are several examples of a remarkable 
female form, with the lateral face-marks triangular, quite broad 
and short, rather of the modesta type, but the clypeus with a 
broad yellow vertical stripe, or even wholly yellow except the 
sides, which may then become rufescent. The tubercles are 
light, and the tegulse have a spot. I had held this to be the 
hitherto unknown female of bakeri, but I do not find it among 
Mr. Baker's Colorado collections. 

A female from Placer Co., Aug. (A. Koebele), in U. S. N. M., 
is of varifrons type, but the lateral face-marks are reduced to 
mere specks. The tubercles have a yellow spot, with a black 
speck on- it, but the tegulsB are wholly dark. The wings are 
tinged brownish. A female in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. looks like 
varifrons. The tegulse have a very small obscure spot. 

Oregon. — There is a male P. divergens in Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. ; 
it differs a little from the Colorado type, but is hardly to be de- 
scribed as a distinct variety, I think. 

Washington State. — A male mesillcB is in Coll. Am. Ent. 
Soc. ; I was quite surprised to see it from so far north. As shown 
above, this species is also found in Gala. 

Vancouver I. — The Coll. Am. Ent. Soc. contains a male 
P, dtrinifrons and a couple of female basalis; also a female of 
the varifrons type, with dark tegulse, like the Californian form 
mentioned above 

Mexico. — I have before me males of mexicana and grossa, sent 
by Mr. Baker. Cresson describes azteca, dubiosa^ mexicana, and 
grossa, all obtained by Sumichrast at Orizaba. Smith's maculi- 
pennis and trepanda are from Oajaca. 

It will be seen from the above review how little we know 
about the females of N. American Prosapis. It is evident that 
the numerous females of the varifrons type, which might be 
thought to belong to a single species, almost certainly should be 
referred to several species having easily recognisable features in 
the male. 

(To be continued.) 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

Bapid Metamorphosis op Drepana faloataria (Platypteryx palcula). 
— On Saturday, July 9th, I found a few full-grown larvae of Platypteryx 
falcvla on Wimbledon Common, and by Saturday morning, July 28rd, 
two of the imagines had emerged, taking a few hours less than a fortnight 
in changing from larva to imago. They were kept in the house in a 
glass cylinder, and I did not remove the pupse until a day or two before 
the perfect insects came out. — ^A. W. Mera ; 79, Oapel Boad, Forest 
Gate. 

Lepidoptera at Sea. — Yesterday and to-day the ship has been 
swarming with NomophUa noctuella, I have seen them every day since 
we left Gibraltar on the 11th inst., but it is only since yesterday that 
they have appeared in such large numbers. The weather during our 
cruise has been almost perfectly calm, and what little breeze we have 
occasionally had has been from the south-east. Yesterday, at noon, 
the nearest land. Gape Oaccia, Sardinia, was eighty-two miles north- 
east of us, and this morning at eight o'clock we were some twenty-five 
miles north of Corsica. Besides this species I have noticed several 
Pyrameis carduiy Macrogj^ossa stellatarum, Pluda gamma^ and Scapula 
ferrugalis. We arrived at this place at four this afternoon. — Gervase 
F. Mathew, H.M.S. < Hawke,' Leghorn, Aug. 16th, 1898. 



CAPTUEES AND FIELD BEPOBTS. 

AoiDALiA HERB AETATA. — On the aftemoon of July 2l8t last I caught a 
beautiful specimen of this insect at rest on the wall inside a shop in South- 
ampton B!ow, Bloomsbury. — Selwyn Image; 6, Southampton Street, 
Bloomsbury, W.C, Aug. 8th, 1898. 

[Acidalia herbariata was included by Stainton in his ' Manual ' on the 
strength of '' a specimen taken near Bedford Square," which at the time 
(1869) was in "Mr. Hunter's collection." In 1869 Mr. E. G. Meek 
(Ent. Mo. Mag.) records the capture of " three or four specimens." These 
were taken in the month of June in a herbalist's shop in Holbom. Ten 
years later Mr. Coverdale, on July 22nd, found one example " in fine fresh 
condition " resting on a door-post in Cannon Street (Entom. xii. 326). 
There was a specimen in the late Mr. Wellman's collection, which was sold 
at Stevens's auction rooms on July 10th, 1894, noted in the catalogue as 
haying been taken on a shop-window in Oxford Street in 1873. So far as 
can be ascertained by a rather hasty search through our journals, &c., the 
foregoing are all the British A, herbariata about which we have any direct 
information. Of the ** three or four specimens " taken in Hoi born, two, we 
are told, went into the collection of the late Mr. Bond, and one was a worn 
female. Then we have the three specimens that were contained in the col- 
Jection of the late Rev. H. Bumey, sold at Stevens's in November, 1898, and 
the Coverdaleand Wellman examples — making a total, in all, of nine specimens. 
Mr. Tutt, however, in his ' British Moths,' p. 248, referring to A. herbariata, 
states : *' Perhaps all the known British specimens do not amount to more 
than six, of which three, caught by Mr. Coverdale in Cannon Street, are in 
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mj own collection." The most complete life-history of this species we have 
any knowledge of is that by Dr. Heylaerts (Ann. Ent. Belg. xxi. pp. 5-8). 
The eggs, securely fastened on the dry or withered plants upon which 
the larvsB feed, were deposited at the end of June ; the larvae hatched out 
early in August, continued to feed through autumn, winter, and following 
spring; commenced to pupate towards the middle of May, and the imagines 
emerged in June and July. There were four moults ; the first change took 
place about the middle of September, the second early in November, the 
third on December 20th, and the fourth early in April. Dr. Sorhagen 
(Berl. Ent. Zeit. xxv. p. 17) states that from larvsB obtained in April perfect 
insects were produced in May. Guen^e remarks that the larva appears to 
have been only met with in herb or drug stores, and that the imago occurs 
in gardens and houses in July and August. — Ed.] 

GouAS EDUSA IN Deoembeb. — A few days ago a young friend of mine 
showed me a rather large male example of C, edusa in good condition which 
he informed me he had taken at St. Leonards in the second week of 
December, 1896. He was going to school one morning, when he perceived 
the butterfly hovering over the snow by the side of the road, apparently 
seeking some resting place; and secured it without any trouble, as it 
seemed in a somewhat dazed condition. — H. W. Shepheard-Walwtn ; 
Bidborough, Tunbridge Wells. 

EUPITHEOIA VKKOSATA AND DlAMTH(EOIA OUCUBALI AT BaLHAM. — 

Keferring to Mr. South*s note (ante, p. 197) respecting C. venosata occur- 
ring at Balham, I may mention that larvae of this species and also larvsB 
of Dianthacia cucubali occur at Balham amongst Silene inflata, I only 
noticed the former last year for the first time, but larvsB of D. cucubali 
I have taken there on and ofif for the last ten years. On the other hand, 
the larva of D, carpophaga^ usually the commonest on 8> inflata, I have 
never met with at Balham, although it occurs near by, at Streatham. — 
H. BoBSON ; 136, Louisville Road, Upper Tooting. 

Hesperia linbola near Bedford. — On July 26th, when collecting 
outside some woods about two miles from Bedford, I took half a dozeu 
small skippers. Of these five are Hesperia thaumas, but the sixth has been 
identified by the liev. G. H. Eaynor as being undoubtedly H, lineola, — E. 
A. S. Hatton ; Ulle8thorpe,|St. Michaers Road, Bedford, Aug. 16th, 1898. 

Collecting in South-east Kent. — On July 2nd I left London for a 
short tour to Hythe, via Hastings, Ore, Rye, Appledore, and Ashford ; and 
I visited Shomclifife, Sandgate, Saltwood, Lymne, and Folkestone while 
staying at Hythe. The weather was exceptionally fine, and although 
I cannot record many rare captures, I obtained one hundred and thirteen 
different species, twenty.seven being butterflies. The following is a list of 
the more important captures, with localities, &c.: — Oonepteryx rhamni, 
Hythe and Appledore (pupsB). Argynnis aglaia, Hythe (larvsB). A, adippe, 
Hythe and Appledore. A, selene, Hastings, Fairlight Glen (plentiful). 
A. euphrosyne, Hastings (plentiful). Vanessa cardui, Cheriton, Folkestone 
(hybernated). Melanargia galatea, Hythe (pupsB, obtained by sweeping). 
Thecla quercus, Appledore (in distant oak wood). Lycana hellargus, 
Cheriton, Folkestone. L. argiohis, Rye. L. minima, Warren, Folkestone 
(plentiful). SyricfUhus malvcB, Appledore and Folkestone. Nisoniades 
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tagest Ore, and the Warren, Folkestone. Hetperia thaumas, Appledore. 
Sphinx Ugtutri, Hythe (at rest). Charocampa porceUua, Appledore (came 
to light). C. elpenor, Appledore (came to light). Smerinthus populi, 
Hastings (at rest). Trochilium crabroniformU, Appledore (plentiful in an 
osier-bed). Sesia tipuUformis, Appledore (in a garden). Zygana l^nicercB, 
the Warren, Folkestone. Zygcma filipendula, Appledore, and Warren, 
Folkestone (pupae, plentiful); var. hippocrepidis, Appledore (pupae): I 
obtained seven specimens of this variety from among about 220 pupaB of 
Z. JUipendtUcB, which were set at liberty as they emerged. Earias chlorana, 
Appledore (sparsely, in osier-beds). Nudaria senex, Appledore (on the 
marsh, very plentiful). Lithona mmcerda, Appledore (on the marsh). 
Spilosoma urtica, Appledore (by the canal). Zeuzera pyrina, Lymne, 
Hythe. Leucoma salicis, Appledore (very common, in all stages). Bomhyx 
rubi, Ashford. Dicranura furcula, Appledore (osier-bed, larva). D, vinuLa, 
Appledore HarvaB). Lophopteryx camelina^ Saltwood, Hythe. Notodonta 
ziczac, Appledore (larva). Acronycta tridens, Appledore (at rest). A, aceris, 
Sandgate (male and female, pairing). Leucania palUns, Shorncliffe 
(disturbed while sweeping). Hadena oleracea, Appledore. Anarta myrtiUi, 
Ashford (flying outside station). EucUdia glyphica, the Warren, Folkestone 
(plentiful). Catocala nupta, Sandgate (larvae). Pericallia syringaria, in a 
wood near Ashford. Geometra papilionaria, Lymne, Hythe. Acidalia 
inornata, Appledore (male and female). A, imitaria, Hythe (plentiful). 
Timandra amataria, Hythe (plentiful). Eupithecia rectangulata, Shorn- 
cliffe (plentiful). Anticlea cucullata, Hythe (West), (four males and one 
female). Gidaria associata, Appledore and Folkestone. Sugaring seemed 
to be of no service this year ; the best insects were mostly taken by casual 
searching in the day. Insects came well to light, but there were no 
particularly rare species, excepting C. porcellus. Sweeping on Romney 
Marshes was fairly profitable; though the best insects taken were the 
pupae of M. galatea. A collector I met informed me that he had seen 
Apatura iris in a small wood at the back of Hythe in 1897. — Linden 
Heitland ; Amberley House, Crouch Hill, London, N., Aug. 12th, 1898. 

Maoroglossa bombyliformis, Ochs. (=FuoiFORMis, Staint. Newm.) 
AT OxsHOTT.— On August 13th last I found twelve larvsB of this species 
on an isolated patch of honeysuckle growing among the heahter a short 
distance from ()xshott station. They were mostly full grown. About a 
mile further on a much larger quantity of honeysuckle was met with but 
although this was closely examined only one larva of M. bombyliformis was 
detected. In walking through the heather and bracken Pltma gamma darted 
up in front of one at almost every step. — Richard South, 100, Ritherdon 
Road, Upper Tooting. 

A Plague of White Butterflies. — For several days past the gardens 
here have been infested with the greatest plague of these I have ever 
yet seen ; nine- tenths of them being Pieris rapes. With a view of reducing 
the crop of caterpillars later on, I have kept a boy almost constantly going 
with the net. During the last two days he totalled 268 of them, on one 
occasion he took five at one stroke. At present there is but little diminution 
in their numbers. — George Wall ; Grim*s Dyke; Harrow Weald, Aug. 
18th, 1898. 

Leuooma saliois in London District. — On July 7th last I found two 
larvsB of L. salicii on a poplar tree on Wandsworth Common ; both subse- 
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quently proved to be ichneumoned. Mr. Armstrong, who collected in the 
district referred to between the years 1860 and 1872, informs me that the 
species used to be abundant both on the common and in Battersea Park. — 
Richard South. 

EuRRHYPARA URTiOATA FKEDiNG ON MiNT. — In September, 1897, I 
found a number of the larvsB of this species on garden mint in this neigh- 
bourhood. Thej hjbernated in cocoons in the usual way, and did not 
pupate until about three weeks before the perfect insect emerged, which 
latter event occurred early in July of the present year. — Biohard South. 

DiANTHOEoiA OAPSiKCOLA- — LarvfiB of this species have been'^ unusually 
abundant this year on sweet-william in the garden here. Almost every 
seed-head was tenanted. Considered from an economic point of view, Z>. 
capsincola should probably be included among injurious insects. — Biohard 
South ; Upper Tooting, S. W. 



SOCIETIES. 



South London Entomologioal and Natural History Society. — 
The meetings, which have been suspended during August on account 
of redecorating rooms, will be resumed on Thursday, September 8th, 
and continued on the subsequent second and fourth Thursdays in each 
month as heretofore. 

Eendal Entomological Society. — August Sth, 1898. — Rev. A. M. 
Moss, President, in the chair. The meeting was well attended, twenty- 
two being present, and six new members were elected, bringing the 
roll of membership up to the encouraging figure of thirty-six. The 
chief business of the evening was to discuss the district to be worked 
by the Society, and this with a view to forming a model museum 
collection, together with a reliable, up-to-date hst of the Macro- 
Lepidoptera of the adjoining country. Such an undertaking, it was 
felt, would be of invaluable aid and interest to all, if restricted to a 
limited area. From the geological nature of the country it was seen 
at once that county boundaries could not be adhered to, so it was 
resolved that the district recognized by the Society should include a 
radius of twenty miles round Kendal. The district, therefore, while 
comprising nearly the whole of Westmoreland, takes in also parts of 
Cumberland, Yorkshire, and North Lancashire. It was also resolved 
that, in the event of a local species being found a few miles beyond 
the assigned district, and yet in more or less similar country, it should 
be recorded ; the only condition being that the precise locality be 
given. Mr. Holmes exhibited series of Argynnis aglaia, A. adippCf 
Erehia epiphron, Lq/cana agon, and L. salmacis, one specimen of the 
latter, a female, showing the orange spots on the right side much 
lighter than on the left ; it was noticed by several that the females of 
L. agon taken this year on Brigsteer Moss are smaller than those taken 
last year. Mr. Moss, larvse and pupsB of NemeoUus lucina^ bred from 
ova, ; also drawers of NymphalidaD and SatyridsB, and box of recent 
captures &c., embracing vars. of Aplecta herbida and bred species of 
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Nocttia triangulum and Triphana fimbria, Mr. Smith, Platypteryx lacer- 
tiday P. falcula, and some fine forms of female L. aleods ; also a variety 
of Gomonympha davusy male, dark bronze with unequal splashes of light 
colour. Mr. Wright, recently caught A. aglaia and A. adippe, — ^Ajithur 
Miles Moss, Sec. ; 12, Greenside, Eendal. 

BntmNOHAM Entomological Society. — July 18th, 1898. — ^Mr. A. H. 
Martineau in the chair. The chairman showed larvsa of Dytiscm 
marginalis from Bibbesford ; also a Nematm one antenna of which had 
a white ring near the tip and the other was all black ; he believed it to 
be gynandromorphous. Mr. Bradley, Megachile mllughhieUa and Af. 
centuncularis, male and female of both, obtained from a post near 
Sutton. Mr. W. Bowater, a specimen of Odynerus pictus which had 
made its nest behind a picture in his bedroom at Edgbaston. The 
cells, which were broken, contained about three dozen larvsB of one of 
the sawflies. Mr. Willoughby Ellis recorded the occurrence, at Hay- 
wood near Solihull, of Strangalia armata, Pterostichus striola, Aphodius 
fossovy Glyihra quadripunctata, Melanotus rufipes, and Setica brunnea, the 
last occurring on sugar. — Colbban J. Wainwbight, Hon, Sec, 



KECENT LITEBATUBE. 



Fauna Regni Hungaria, III. Arthropoda-Hemiptera. Oonscripsit 
Db. G. Horvath (subordo Aptera a B. Eohaut). Beg. Soc. Sci. 
Natur. Hungarica. Budapest, 1897. [Editio separata.] 

The thousandth anniversary, last year, of the founding of the 
Hungarian monarchy has been commemorated by Hungarian zoolo- 
gists in the publication of a series of catalogues of the fauna of their 
country. Dr. Horvdth has been good enough to send me his contri- 
bution on the Bhynchota. I call attention to it in the 'Entomologist* 
as it seems to me to be well worthy of serving as a model for future 
faunistic catalogues. It is preceded by an historical preface in Magyar 
and Latin (in parallel columns), and a bibliography of one hundred 
and ninety-nine papers, of which Dr. Horvath himself has contributed 
eighty. Appended is a coloured map, divided into eight numbered 
sections, referred to in the list of species under the numbers. British 
rhynchotists will be interested to note that 1648 species (including 
Mallophaga, &c.) are recorded ; of these 814 belong to the Heteroptera, 
a suborder of which we have only about 440 species in the British 
Isles. Of the Auchenorhynchous Homoptera and PsyllidsB 502 are 
enumerated, our British list numbering 200 less. 

Dr. Horvath is always so refreshingly up to date in his nomen- 
clature, that it seems captious to note a slight error on page 31 in the 
enumeration of the Gerrididae (a name which the distinguished author 
rightly substitutes for the usual ** HydrometridsB "), viz. the correct 
name of Gerris costm, Herrich-Schaffer, is G, lateralis, Schummel, the 
latter having twenty-four years* priority. 

G. W. Eirealdy. 
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HIPP0B08GA EQUINA, Linn., AT YSTALYPERA, 
GLAMORGANSHIRE. 



Bt Eleanor A. Obuekod, F.E.S. 
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HiPPOBOSCA EQUINA, 1 and 2f nat. size and magnified from life ; 3, pupa removed 
from egg-like puparium (after B^aumnr) ; 4, puparimn, nat. size and magnified, 
before complete colouration. 

On August 18th I received a letter from Dr. D. Thomas (Medical 
Officer of Health) from Tyr-waun, Ystalyfera, Glamorganshire, 
South Wales, asking my opinion on some specimens enclosed, of 
which he observed that "they are known in this district as 
* Forest Flies.' They are a perfect terror to horses, some 
animals becoming quite beyond control. Fortunately, accord- 
ing to my experience, they are not very frequently met with. I 
have generally found them in the parish of Ystradgynlais in 
Breconshire, among hillside farms, where there is plenty of 
scrubby timber." 

BNTOM. — OCT. 1898. y 
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The specimens sent me by Dr. Thomas were obviously (and 
at a glance) our "Forest Fly," the special pest of the New 
Forest, of which I saw only too many in the year 1895, when 
the circumstance of the autumn manoeuvres being in that district 
brought the habits of the pest under special observation ; and 
careful comparison, both with descriptions and types, showed 
these specimens, now sent by Dr. Thomas, to be Hippobosca 
equina, Linn. 

Thus, in addition to the English head-quarters of the species 
in the New Forest in Hampshire, we have the subordinate 
localities of the valley between Portmadoc and Beddgelert in 
North Wales, from which 1 received specimens in 1895, taken 
by the driver of one of the coaches off one of the horses going to 
and fro between the above localities; also the Ystalyfera locality, 
from which specimens have now been sent. And as Dr. Thomas 
mentions having '' generally*' found this fly (of which he now 
sends samples from Ystalyfera) in the parish of Ystradgynlais 
in Breconshire, this might, I think, be fairly considered as yet 
another locality. 

Torrington House, St. Albans : Sept. 1898. 



A NEW SPECIES OF GHARAXE8. 
By Pekoy I. Lathy. 

Charaxes gamma, sp. nov. 

^ . Fore wings blackish brown. Just beyond cell crossed by a 
series of five pale yellow spots, the first being just above first median 
nervule, the second minute and nearer hind margin, between first and 
second median nervules ; the remaining three larger, the third being 
between second and third median nervules ; and the fourth and fifth, 
which adjoin, between the third median nervule and submedian nervure. 
Beyond this series, and in the same position to the nervules, are five 
more pale yellow spots, aiTanged in a straight line, all of which but the 
second are smaller ; above and on each side of the upper spot of this 
series are two pale yellow spots, so placed that they form, with the 
five, a Y ; the lower of the two spots forming the branch of Y next 
hind margin minute ; hind margin faintly yellowish between ner- 
vules. Hind wings blackish brown ; a pale yellow band across the 
middle, extending from costa to first median nervule. A series of 
submarginal pale yellow markings, of which the upper are large and 
round, the two next anal angle being mere lines ; within these sub- 
marginal markings three dull greenish yellow lunules, situated 
respectively between first and second and second and third median 
nervules, and third median nervule and submedian nervure; hind 
margin faintly yellowish between nervules. Antennse black, end of 
club orange-brown. Under side : Fore wings silvery ; a conspicuous 
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dark olive-brown band crossing cell near base, another dark band 
just beyond crossing whole fore wing ; beyond this band a pale area, 
where the markings of the upper side, particularly those near inner 
margin, may be distinguished ; within this pale area a large inverted 
triangular olive-brown marking, the apex being situated on lower dis- 
coidal nervule and the base on costa ; close to the side of this triangle 
next the base are three small black spots, of which the upper is nearer 
the base than the second, and the second nearer than the third ; also 
within pale area is a wide olive -brown band, inwardly broadly bordered 
with blackish, extending from second median nervule to inner margin ; 
a black lunular mark just beyond cell, and two black lines between 
first and second median nervules ; hind margin broadly bordered with 
olive-brown, paler inwardly, and with two indistinct silvery spots near 
anal angle. Hind wings silvery ; an irregular black line commencing 
on costa near base, crossing cell, and turning off sharply towards 
inner margin on third median nervule ; another somewhat similar line 
beyond, terminating about midway . between anal angle and base ; 
space between these two lines above costal nervure olive-brown ; lower 
portion of cell filled in with olive-brown ; a black mark at end of cell. 
Beyond silvery basal area an irregular olive-brown band crosses the 
wings, within this band four dark reddish lunules, inwardly edged 
with silvery blue and black, outwardly bordered with black ; the first 
of these lunules is just below costal nervure, the second and third 
respectively between first and second and second and third median 
nervules. Below upper red lunule a large silvery spot centered with 
olive-brown, and bordered inwardly with black ; a black spot below, 
and again below this a black streak with a minute silvery blue spot at 
its inner end ; close to hind margin a series of seven dull orange 
markings, bordered inwardly with first a black line, then a silvery 
lunule ; hind margin olive-brown ; a silvery blue streak along upper 
tail. Exp. 2J in. 

Hab. New Caledonia ?. In Coll. H. J. Adams. 

Mr. Adams has just received a single specimen of this very 
distinct new Charaxes. It came from Mr. "Watkins, of East- 
bourne, who ojbtained it in a mixed collection, and could not be 
positive as to locality, though he believed it to have come from 
New Caledonia.* This species has no very near ally in the 
genus ; its place appears to be next C. epigenes, Godm. and Salv. ; 
it, however, differs from this species in its falcate fore wings, 
which resemble in shape those of C. pyrrhus, Linn. Besides the 
shape of the fore wings, it may be distinguished from C. epigenes 
by the yellow band of the hind wings. From C caphontis. Hew., 
an allied species, it may be distinguished by the absence of the 
red discal markings of the hind wings. 

Lynton Villa, Sydney Road, Enfield: Aug. 16th, 1898. 



* Mr. Watkins has since written me that he has confirmed New 
Caledonia as the locality for this CharcMces, 

y 2 
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THE FEMALE OF CHARAXES FERVENS, Butl. 

By Percy I. Lathy. 

Very closely allied to C, harpax, Feld. The yellowish white bands 
of both wings wider, that of the fore wings extending nearly to anal 
angle, and of the bind wings terminating on second median nervule. 
The markings of the under side more distinct. 

Hah. Nias. In Coll. H. J. Adams. 

Dr. Butler, in his " Account of the Butterflies of the Genus 
Charaxes in the Collection of the British Museum" (' Journal' 
of theJLinnean Society (Zoology), vol. xxv. No. 163, p. 396), de- 
scribes a male of this species, and places it between C. mars, 
Stgr., and C. affinis, Butl. Now that the female is known, its 
position must be altered, its place being in front of C. harpax, 
Feld. 

Lynton Villa, Sydney Bead, Enfield: Aug. 16th, 1898. 



HETEKOCERA OCCURRING IN BRITAIN AND JAPAN. 
By Richard South. 

SPHINGES. 
Sphingidje. 

AcHERONTiA ATROPOS, Linn. — Is represented in Japan by a 
form described by Dr. Butler as medusa, in which the abdominal 
bands and stripes are narrower. 

Sphinx convolvuli, Linn. (= orientalis, Butl.). 

S. PiNABTRi, Linn. — Japanese specimens are mostly referable 
to the dark form caligineusy Butl. 

S. LiGusTRi, Linn. (= constricta, Butl.). 

Deilbphila galii, Schiflf. 

Chcerocampa elpenor, Linn. — Three slight aberrations of 
this species have been named respectively macromera, fraterm, 
and lewisii by Dr. Butler. 

Smerinthus ocellatus, Linn. (= planus, Walk. = argm, 
Men.). 

S. TiLi^, Linn. — Represented in Japan by S. christophi, 
Stand. 

Maoroglossa stellatarum, Linn. — Common. 

Macroglossa (Hemaris) fuciformis and bombyliformis are repre- 
sented in Japan by very closely-allied species. 
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Sesiid^. 

Trochiliunif Sciapteron, and Sesia are each represented, but 
by East Asian species only ; and the same remark applies to the 
genera Ino and Zygcena in the ZygsenidsB. 

BOMBYCES. 
Nycteolidjb. 

Sarothripus undulanus, Hiibn. — The examples of this 
species in Mr. Leech's collection are of the ashy-grey form 
rusaiana^ Dup. 

Earias chlorana, Linn.— Is represented in Japan by E, pudi- 
carta, Stand., which has fringes of fore wings reddish-brown, and 
the basal half of costal area is sometimes tinged with pinkish. 

Hylophila prasinana, Linn. — A form of this species, with 
costa and inner margin of fore wings yellow and with red- 
spotted fringes, has been named sylpha by Dr. Butler. Examples 
of this form occur in Europe as well as in Japan ; the typical 
form is found in the latter country also. 

NOLID^. 
NOLA CONFUSALIS, H.-S. 

N. ALBULALis, Htibn. 

N. CENTONALis, Hubu. — Most of the Japanese examples of 
this species are pale, and have ochreous-brown lines. 

LlTHOSnD^. 
NUDARIA MUNDANA, LiuU. 

Setina irrorella, Clerck. — Is replaced in Japan by S. flava, 
Brem. and Grey. 

Calligenia (== Miltochrista) miniata, Forst. = rosaria, 
Butl.). 

LiTHOsiA muscerda, Hufu. 

L griseola, Hiibn. (— - adaucta, Butl. = cegrota, Butl.). 

L. DEPLANA, Esp. (= pavescens, Butl. = Icevis, Butl.). 

Gnophria (= (EoNiSTis) QUADRA, Liuu. (= dives, Butl.). 

EuCHELIIDiE. 

Deiopeia pulchella, Linn. — Does not appear to be common 
in Japan. 

Cheloniidje. 

Nemeophila plantaginis, Linn. (= macromera, Butl.). — A 
modification of the form hospita occurring in Japan has been 
named Uucmnera by Dr. Butler; whilst the European var. 
matronalis is represented by var. melanomera, Butl. 
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Arctia cam, Linn. {=pkao8oma, ButL). — ^Variable; but so 
far none of the more striking aberrations seen in British 
collections have been recorded from Japan. 

Spilosoma fuliginosa, Linn. 

S. MBNTHASTRT, Fabr. {= punctarium, Cram.). — ** Varies 
greatly in size and number of spots on the wings; also in 
colour of body, which ranges from pale yellow to vermilion. 
Further, the ground colour of primaries and thorax is buff 
instead of the normal white, agreeing in this respect with 
examples from the North of England.*' — (Leech.) 

S. LUBRioiPBDA, Esp. — Is represented by seriatopunctata, 
Motsch. 

Hepialidje. 

Hepialus hectus, Linn. 

COSSIDJE. 

Cossus LiGNiPERDA, Fabr. — Is represented in Japan by 
C. vicarius, Walk. 

Zeuzera pyrina, Linn. (= cesculi, Linn.). 

LlPARID^. 
PORTHESIA OHRYSORRHCEA, LiuU. 

P. AURiFLUA, Fabr. — The Japanese males are more spotted 
than British examples of the same sex. 

Leucoma (= Stilpnotia) salicis, Linn. — Japanese specimens 
are rather more densely scaled than those from Europe. 

Lcelia ccenosa, Hiibn. (= sangaica, Moore).— Japanese spe- 
cimens are rather darker coloured than European examples. 

OcNERIA (= PORTHETRIA = LyMANTRIA) DISPAR, LiuU. (= 

japonica, Motsch.). — Mr. Leech says: — ** Except that they are 
somewhat larger, male examples of L. japonica, Motsch., and 
hadina, Butl., are not separable from European males of 
L. dispar in my possession ; whilst between umbrosa, Butl., and 
other males of L. dispar from Europe, also in my collection, 
there is not even a difference of size ; consequently I cannot 
regard these insects as anything but forms of L, dispar.'' The 
specimens from Japan range in eitpanse from 37-71 millim., 
male : and from 48-114, female. 

PsiLURA (= Lymantria) monacha, Liuu. 

Dasychira pudibunda, Linn. {= pryeri, Butl.). — Japanese 
examples are rather different to European specimens, and are 
referable to pryeri, Butl., with which pudica, Stand., appears to 
be identical. 

Orgyia gonostigma, Fabr. (= approximans, ButL). — Appears 
to be a local species in Japan. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HETEROCBRA OCCURRING IN BRITAIN AND JAPAN. 231 

BoMBYCIDiE. 

BoMBYX NEUSTRiA, Linn. — Variable as in England. 

Odonestis potatoria, Linn. — This species occurs in the 
typical form in Japan, where there are also modifications 
leading up to the extreme form alhomacvlata, Brem. 

Lasiocampa (= Gastropacha) quercifolia, Linn. — The 
Japanese specimens most nearly approach the form alnifolia, 
Ochs. 

L, iLiciFOLiA, Linn. — The Japanese form (var. japonica, 
Leech) is pale reddish-brown, with well-defined white markings, 
which are tinged with violet. 

DiCRANURID-aa. 

DiORANURA (= Cerura) furcula, Liuu. 

D. BIFIDA, Hiibn. — Eepresented in Japan by D. (C) lanigera, 
Butl. 

D. viNULA, Linn. {=felinia, Butl.). 

Stauropcs fagi, Linn. (= persimilis, Butl.). 

NOTODONTIDJB. 

Ptilophora plumigera, Esp. 

Pterostoma palpina, Linn. — Japanese specimens are larger 
than British. 

LOPHOPTERYX CAMELINA, LiuU. 
NOTODONTA BICOLOR, Schiff. 

N. CHAONIA, Hiibn. 

N. TRIMAOULA, Esp. 

PYG-ERID-aa. 

Clostera anaohoreta, Fabr. 

Cymatophorid^. 

Gnophora derasa, Linn. (= derasoides, Butl.). 

Thyatira batis, Treit. 

Cymatophora duplaris, Linn. 

Note. — Heterogenea uncula, Stand., described from Amurland, 
is found in Japan ; and Poecilocampa subpurpurea, Butl., seems 
confined to Japan. There are seven species of Saturniidae in the 
islands ; but, with the exception of Aglaia tau, Linn., all are East 
Asian species. Of the genus Phalera Japan has four species, one 
of which, P. fuscescenSy Butl., represents P. bucephala, L., but it 
has dark hind wings, and a larger apical spot or patch. There 
are six species of Drepana ; but only one of these is European, 
i. e., D. curvulata, Bork., which does not occur in Britain. 



Digitized by 



Google 



282 THB ENTOMOLOGIST. 

Emydia, Euchelia. CaUimorpha, Trichiura, Eriogaster, En- 
dromis, Saturnia, Cilix, and Olyphisia seem to be unrepresented 
in Japan. 

NOCTU^. 

BRYOPHILIDiE. 

Bryophila ALGiB, Fabr. 

BoKBYOOIBiE. 

MoMA (=Dipthbra) ORION, Esp. 

AoRONYCTA TRiDBNs, Schiff. (= increta, ButL). — Some 
Japanese specimens are 50 millim. in expanse. 
A. psi, Linn. 
A. LEPORiNAy Linn. 
A. STRiGosA, Fabr. 
A. ALNi, Linn. 
A. LiGusTRi, Fabr. 

A. RUMiois, Linn. — Most of the Japanese specimens are dark 
coloured. 

A. AURiooMA, Fabr. — Eepresented in Japan by A. pruinosa, 
Guen. 

Leuoanudje. 
Lbuoania (Mythimna) turca, Linn. 
L. coNiGERA, Fabr. 

L. UNiPUNCTA, Haw. (= extranea, Guen.). 
L. IMPURA, Hiibn. 

NONAGRIA SPARGANn, Esp. 

APAMEIDJB. 

Gortyna (= Oohria) ochracba, Hiibn. (=^i;a^o, Esp.).— 
Japanese specimens differ from British examples in having dark 
hind wings. Dr. Butler has named this form Ochriafortis. 

Hydr(Eoia niotitans, Bork. — As variable in Japan as in 
Britain. 

H. petasitis, Dbl. {? =^ immanis, Guen.). 

AxYLiA PUTRis, Linn. 

Xylophasia scolopacina, Esp. 

DiPTERYGiA soABRiuscuLA, Liuu. ( = pinastri, Linn.).— 
Japanese specimens are very dark. 

Cloantha polyodon, Clerck. (= perspiciUariSy Linn. = in- 
termedia, Brem.). 

Laphygma exigua, Hiibn. 

Mamestra BRASSiOiE, Liuu. 

M. PERSioARLffi, Linn. — The type and var. unicolor, Staud., 
are both found in Japan. 
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Apamea basilinea, Fabr. 
A. GEMiNA, Hiibn. 

A. (Helotbopha) leucostigma, Hiibn. (=Cera8tu Ze8t;ts, Butl.). 
MiANA. — Eastern Asian species only, and two of these seem 
to be confined to Japan. 

Gabadbinid^. 

Gabadbina mobpheus, Hufn. 

NOCTUIDJB. 

Agbotis supfusa, Hiibn. 

A. SEGETUM, Schiflf. (= ingrata, ButL). 

A. obscuba, Brahm. (= ravida, Hiibn. = valida, "Walk. = 
caliginea, Butl.).— Bather more variable in Japan than in 
Europe. 

A. (Hapalia) PBiEcox, Linn. 

NooTUA (Ochbopleuba) plecta, Linn. 

N. augub, Fabr. 

N. (Gbaphiphoba) c-nigbum, Linn. 

N. DiTBAPEziuM, Bork. 

N. TBiANGULUM, Hufn. — Eepresented in Japan by a large form 
which Dr. Butler has named plumbata. 

N. BBUNNEA, Fabr. 

N. FESTiVA, Hiibn. — Eeplaced in Japan by N. descripta, Brem. 

N. DAHLii, Hiibn. (= canescens, ButL). — Bather more vari- 
able, both in size and colour, than in Europe. 

N. BAiA, Fabr. (= tabida, ButL). 

AMPHIPYBIDiE. 

Amphipyba pybamidea, Linn. (= monolitha, Guen. = magna, 
Walk.). — Japanese specimens vary in size and marking, but 
some are quite typical. The European species A. perflua, Fabr., 
and A. livida, Fabr., occur in Japan. 

Obthosiidje. 

Panolis pinipebda, Panz. 

Tjbniooampa (Semiophoba) gothica, Linn. — Japanese speci- 
mens are not quite identical with typical gothica, and a modifi- 
cation of the gothicina form occurs. 

T. iNOEBTA, Hufn. (= instabilis, Esp. = evanida, ButL). — 
The Japanese specimens are generally larger than British 
examples. 

T. STABiLis, View. 

T. GBACiLis, Fabr. (= ella, ButL). — Pale and dark forms 
occur in Japan. 
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T. MUNDA, Esp. — Japanese specimens are usually larger than 
European examples. The var. immaculata, Stand., is also repre- 
sented. 

Orthosia suspbcta, Hiibn. 

Cebastis VAOcnai, Linn. {=Da8ycampa ardescens, ButL). — 
The form named by Dr. Butler is of the typical character, but it 
is larger in size, as also are specimens agreeing in marking with 
var. mixta, Stand. 

Dasycampa rubiginea, Fabr. (^=fornax, ButL). — Typical ex- 
amples occur in Japan, as well as a large form which Dr. Butler 
has nB,medfornax. 

Oporina crocbago, Fabr. (= sericea, ButL). 

Xanthia fulvago, Linn. (= cerago, Fabr.). 

X. FLAVAGO, Fabr. (= silago, Hiibn.). 

CosMnDiE. 
Tbthea (Ipimorpha) rbtusa, Linn. (= Cosmia curvata, ButL). 
Calymnia trapezina, Linn. (= Mesogona eocigua, ButL). 
C. PYRALiNA, View. 

C. AFFiNis, Linn. 

Hadbnid^. 

DiANTHCECiA coMPTA, Treit. 

D. cuouBALi, Fuessl. 

MisELiA oxYACANTHiB, Linn. — Eepresented in Japan by M. 
extenaa, ButL, which has very elongate wings, but is otherwise 
similar to M. oxyacanthce, 

Agriopis aprilina, Linn. — Represented by A. viridis, Leech. 

EUPLEXIA LUCIPARA, LiuU. 

Phlogophora meticulosa, Linn. — Eeplaced in Japan by P. 
heatrixy ButL 

Aplecta (Eurois) prasina, Fabr. (= herbida, Hiibn.). 

A. (E.) OCCULTA, Linn. 

A. (E.) NEBULOSA, Hufn. 

A. (Mamestra) advena, Fabr. — Represented in Japan by the 
form adjuncta. Stand. 

Hadena porphyrea, Esp. (= satura, Hubn.). 

H. (Dichonia) protea, Bork. (= intermissay ButL). — Typical 
specimens, as well as var. intermissa, occur in Japan. 

H. (Trachea) atriplicis, Linn. (= gnoma, ButL). 

XvLINIDiE. 

Calooampa exoleta, Linn. (=^fumo8ay ButL). 
Xylina ornithopus, Eott. (= rhizolitha, Fabr. = pruinoBa^ 
ButL). 
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X. FDBOiFERA, Hufn. (= conformis, Fabr.). — Beplaced by 
X. ^^ Agr Otis'' ustulata, Butl. 

CUOULLIA ASTERIS, Schifif. 

GoNOPTERIDiE. 

GoNOPTBBA LiBATRix, Linn. 

Plusiid^. 

HabrostoiiA triplasia, Linn. 

Plusia chryson, Esp. (= orichalcea, Hiibn.i. 

P. cHRYSiTis, Linn. (= nadeja, Oberth.). — The form of this 
species characterised by a broken dark band on the fore wing 
has been named nadeja by M. Oberthiir. It is the dominal form 
in Japan. 

P. BBACTBA, Fabr. — Eepresented in Japan by P. excelsa, 
Kretsch. (= metabractea, Butl.). 

P. FESTUOiE, Linn.— Japanese specimens are rather small. 

P. GAMMA, Linn. — Beplaced in Japan by the closely allied 
Lidian species P. nigrisigna, Walk. 

P. Ni, Hiibn. — This species occurs in Japan, but seems to 
be rare. 

Heliothid^. 

Heliothis abmigeba, Hiibn. 

H. DiPSACEUS, Linn. (= adaucta^ Butl.). 

Chabiclea umbba, Hufn. (= marginata, Fabr.). 

AoONTUDiE. 

Agbophila tbabbalis. Scop. (= sulphuralis, Linn.). — Varies 
in Japan. 

AcoNTiA. — All Eastern Asian species. 

EBASTBUDiE. 

Ebastbia fasoiana, Linn. (= stygia, Butl.). — A variable 
species in Japan. 

Hydbelia uncula, Clerck. 

PoAPHILIDiE. 

Phytometba vibidabia, Clerck. (= aneay Hiibn.). 

Euclidiid^. 
EucLiDiA GLYPHiCA, Linu. ( = con«or«, ButL). 

Catocalidje. 
Catocala nupta, Linn. 
C. ELECTA, Bork. (= zalmunna, Butl.). 
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TOXOCAMPIDJB. 

ToxocAMPA. — All Eastern Asian species, with the. exception 
of T, limosaf Treit., which is European, but does not occur in 
Britain. 

HBBMINnDiE. 
BlYULA SEBI0EALI8, ScOp. 

Zanolognatha gbisealis, Hiibn. 
Z. TABBiPENNALis, Treit. 
Herminia debivalis, Hubn. 
Peohypogon barbalis, Clerck. 

Hypenid^. 
Madopa salicalis, Schiff. (= Amhlygoes cinerea. But!.). 
BoMOLOOHA FONTis, Thub. (= cvassalis, Fabr. = giUa, Butl.). 
Hypena bostralis, Linn. 

GEOMETER. 

See list in ' Entomologist,' xxx. pp. 244-247, 312-316, and 
xxxi. pp. 4-9. 

The British species of Ehopalocera occurring in Japan are 
referred to in a paper entitled ** On the Distribution in Eastern 
Asia of certain Species of Lepidoptera occurring in Britain " 
(Entom. xxiv. pp. 81-86). 



THE NORTH AMERICAN BEES of the GENUS PROSAFIS. 

By T. D. a. Cookerell, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

(Concluded from p. 219.) 

The following table was prepared to separate the principal 
forms studied, but it is not suggested that the distinctions are all 
specific : — 

Females. 

1. Face all dark, tubercles all dark, size large . . basalts. 

2. Face not all dark 8. 

8. Base of abdomen rufous 4. 

Base of abdomen concolorous with the rest . . 5. 
4. Legs fulvous flammipes. 

Legs black, tibiae partly yellow, bind tarsi fulvous nelumbonis. 
6. First abdominal segment distinctly punctured . 6. 

First abdominal segment not distinctly or not at all 
punctured 8. 
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\ 

6. Scutellum, and a broad band down middle of cly- 

peus, yellow .... mexicana, vigilansy trepanda. 
Scutellum not at all yellow . . . . . 7. 

7. Lateral face-marks shaped like feet on tiptoe . asinina. 
Lateral face-marks very narrow, not like feet 

Sp. from Tuerto Mt., N.M. 
Lateral face-marks triangular . . . Sp. from Texas. 

8. Small species, with the punctuation of the pleura 

sparse and shallow 8^. 

Mostly larger species, face-marks triangular or bow- 
shaped, pleura coarsely punctured ... 9. 
8a. Clypeus with a light spot, face-marks subtriangular, 

tegulsB with a yellow spot rnesillce. 

Clypeus all dark, face-marks bow-shaped, tegulae 
all dark, collar dark .... pygmaa, S. Dakota. 

Clypeus all dark, face-marks narrowly triangular, 
tegulae with a yellow spot, collar dark pygmcea, var., Colorado. 
(There may be a little spot on clypeus of pygmaa.) 

9. Lateral face-marks triangular .... 10. 
Lateral face-marks elongate or bow-shaped . . 12. 

10. Lateral face-marks curved inward at the apex, 

tegulsB all dark (rarely with a spot) . . . modesta. 
Similar, but much more sparsely punctured . . sparsa. 
Similar, but thorax much more coarsely punctured, 

wings darkened confluens. 

Lateral face-marks terminating in a point on orbital 

margin 11. 

11. Somewhat larger, tegulsB without a yellow spot . 11a. 
Somewhat smaller, tegulsB with a yellow spot . 116. 

11a. Face-marks pure white . . . . Sp. from Texas. 

Face-marks deep yellow . . . . .lie. 

lie. Wings hyaline, 2nd submarginal cell longer 

wootoni (presumably). 
Wings subfuliginous, 2nd submarginal cell shorter. 
(The . 2nd submarginal varies, however ; the 
tegulaB may have a small yellow spot) . Sp. from Georgia. 

lib. Clypeus all dark . . . . . . . zizia, 

Clypeus with a very broad pale band, or conical 

mark lid, 

lid. Thorax closely and finely punctured, scutellum 
closely punctured, wings pale fuliginous, band on 
clypeus .... Sp. from California (bakeri /). 
Thorax, coarsely and deeply punctured, scutellum 
sparsely punctured, wings hyaline, conical mark 
on clypeus azteca, 

12. Wings fuliginous, no spot on tegulae . . . schwarzii. 
Wings hyaline, no spot on tegulaB (rarely a small 

spot) 12a, 

Similar, but much smaller . . . Sp. from Georgia. 
Wings hyaline, a spot on tegulsB .... 126. 
Similar, wings fusco-byaline, markings cream-colour 

limbifrons. (Cuba.) 
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12a. Collar all dark 12c. 

Collar partly light Sp. from Colo. 

(and apparently the same from N. H. and Md.) 
12c. Basal one-third of hind tibiaa light . . Sp. from N. H. 
Basal one-fourth of hind tibisB light 

Sp. from Calif, and Yanc. L 
126. Collar all dark (excl. tubercles) .... 12d. 

Collar partly light 12«. 

12d. Markings yellow, olypeus all dark . . . varifrons. 

Markings whitish, clypeus with a transverse white 

band . . Sp. from Colorado. 

12tf. Head longer, markings whitish . . . Sp. from Colorado. 
Head shorter, markings yellow . . . Sp. from N. H. 
Head shorter, markings whitish, lower half of 

clypeus rufescent Sp. from Nevada. 

Light band on lower edge of clypeus . dliptica. (Canada.) 

It may be useful, in conclusion, to give a list of the species 
known from America north of the Isthmus of Panama. Full 
bibliographical references will be found to those of Smith and 
Cresson in Dalla Torre's recent catalogue of bees ; for the species 
of Eobertson and the present writer see the most recent volumes 
of 'Psyche,' Trans. Am. Ent. Soc, and Canad. Entom. 

(1.) Boreal species, extending more or less across the northern 
part of the continent : — 
P. basalis, Sm., 1853. P. pygmaa, Cr., 1869. 

P. varifrons, Cr., 1869. P. eliipUca, Kirby, 1837. 

(2.) Species of the N.E. States, and Canada, W. to the plains: — 

P. modesta, Say, 1837. P. sanicula, Rob., 1896. (111., la.) 

P. zizia, Rob., 1896. P. nelwnbonis, Rob., 1890. (HI.) 

?=:affini8, Smith, 1858. P. illinomsis, Rob., 1896. (111.) 

P.p«;irMyZi;ank?a,Ckll.,1896. (Pa., P. «/?ar«a. Cress., 1869. (Pa.) 

Va.) P. verticalis, Cress., 1869. (Mass., 
P. antennata, Cress., 1869. (N. J., Pa., Conn.) 

Md.) 

(3.) Species of the Atlantic seaboard, Fla. to N. J. : — ' 
P. confluens, Sm., 1853. 

(4.) Species of the Southern States, W. to the plains : — 
P. schwarzii, Ckll., 1896. (Fla.) P. georgica, Ckll., 1896. (Ga.) 
P.^ammt/)^*, Rob., 1898. (Fla.) P. fnan^rii/am, Ckll., 1896. (Ga.) 
P.fiondana, Rob., 1893. P. labiatifrons, Ckll., 1896. (Ga.) 

(5.) Species of S. Dakota, approaching the Rocky Mts. types : — 
P. ziziiBf race dunningi, Ckll., nov. 

(6.) Species found west of the plains : — 
P. menlla, Ckll., 1896. P. baken, Ckll., 1896. 

syn. mbtilis, Fox MS., Ckll. P. citrinifrom, Ckll., 1896. 
(preoco.) P. rugosula, Ckll., 1896. (Colo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COOOID^ OP THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 239 

P. asinina, Ckll. and Casad., 1895. var. faUax, CklL, 1896. 

(N. M.) P. tridens, CklL, 1896. (Colo.) . 

syn. ( 2 ) bipes, Ckll. and Casad. P. divergens, CklL, 1896. 

P.rt*c?6^cA;i«,CklLandCasad.,189o. P. episcupalis, CklL, 1896. (Colo.) 

race ruidosensis, CklL, 1896. P.coloradensis, CklL, 1896. (Colo.) 

race suhdigitata, CklL, 1896. P. si«/w5a, CklL, 1896. (Nev.) 

P. digitata, CklL, 1896. (Colo.) P. nevadensis, CklL, 1896. (Nev.) 

P. u;oo«owt, CklL, 1896. (N. M.) P. coquillettii, CklL, 1896. (Calif.) 

P. tridentula, CklL, 1896. 

(7.) Species of Mexico and Central America : — 
P. azteca, Cr., 1869. P. maculipennis, Sm., 1879. 

P. dubiosa, Cr., 1869. P. trepanda, Sm., 1879. 

P. mexicana, Cr., 1869. P. vigilanSf Sm., 1879. 

P. ^ro««a, Cr., 1869. 

(8.) Species of Cuba : — 
P. limbifronsy Cr., 1869. 
Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. 



THE COCCIDiE OP TH£ SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
By T. D. A. CooKERELL, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

In the following publications the known Sandwich Island 
CoccidsB will be found recorded : — 

(1). W. M. Maskell, Trans. New Zealand. Institute, vol. xxvii. 

(2). „ „ „ „ voL xxix. 

(3). „ Ent. Mo. Mag., Ocfe., 1897, p. 240. 

(4). Alex. Craw, 6th Biennial Kept. State Bd. Horticulture (Cali- 
fornia), 1896. 

(6). Alex. Craw, Bull. 4, Tech. Ser., Div. Ent., U.S. Dept. Agri- 
culture, 1896, p. 40. 

(6). Cockerell, Bull. 6, Tech. Ser., Div. Ent., U.S. Dept. Agri- 
culture, 1897, p. 22. 

(7). Cockerell, Proc. U.S. Natl. Museum, vol. xvii. p. 621 (com- 
pilation of the early records). 

(8). Howard and Marlatt, Bull. 3, N. S., Div. Ent., U.S. Dept. 
Agriculture, 1896, p. 11. 

In the following list of the species the numbers following the 
names indicate the place of publication, agreeing with the 
numbers of the above list of papers. Species marked * have as 
yet only been found in the Sandwich Islands : — 

leery a purchad, Mask. (1) A. cydonicB, Comst. (8) (with a 

"^Spharococcus bambuscB, Mask. (7) v. tecta, Mask.) 

Asterolecanium pustulans, Ckll. (7) A. maskelli, Ckll. (6) 

Dactylopius citri, Eisso. (7) *A. persearum, n. sp. 
D. albizzi(Bj Mask. (6) A, pemidosusy Comst. (8) 
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'*'2>. vastator, Mask. (1) MytUaspis gloverii, Pack. (4) 

D. virgatus, Ckll. (2) (syn. ceri- *M. hawaiienm, Mask. (1) (as var. 

' ferusy Newst.) oiflava) 

CeroplasUs i-ubenSy Mask. (4) M, pomorum, Bouch^ (1) 

Lecanium nigrum , Nietn. (4) M. paUidaf Green, v. nuiskeUi, 

L, nigrum v. depressum^ Targ. (7) Ckll. (1) 

L, fiesperidum, L. (7) Howardia biclavis, Oomst. v. de- 

L, olea, Bern. (7) tectu, Mask. (1) 

L. acuminatum, Sign. (7) Chionaspis prunicola, Mask. (1) 

L, longulum, Dougl. (1) (syn, of Dia^pisamygdali,Trjony 

*Pulvinaria mammea, Mask. (1) fide Cooley, in litt.) 

P. psidiiy Mask. (7) C, eugenia, Mask. (2) 

Aspidistus aurantii, Mask. (1) Fiorinia fiorinia, Targ. (4) 

A. longisplna, Morg. (1) Aulacaspis boisduvalii, Sign. (1) 

A . hedera, Vail. v. nerii, Bouoh6 (1 ) A. roscRy Bouch6 (1) 

The noticeable thing about this list is that nearly all the 
species are importations from elsewhere. The Aspidistus maskelli, 
lately described from the Sandwich Islands, has just been found 
by Dr. Noack in plenty at Campinas, Brazil. So it may soon 
be with most of the remaining five possibly endemic species, 
that they will be found to occur elsewhere ; in fact, it is not 
certain that we really know anything about the native Coecidse 
of the Sandwich Islands, or, indeed, whether there are any ! 

The description of a new species follows : — 

Aspidistus persearum, n. sp. 

?. Scale suboval, IJ mm. long, 1 broad; slightly convex, 
brownish cream-colour; exuvisB sublateral, concolorous, inconspicuous. 
The scale is easily distinguished from that of A, destructor, being quite 
opaque, dull, more coloured, and not so fiat. 

? . Of ordinary form, pale lemon yellow. Four groups of cir- 
cumgenital glands, of six orifices each. Three pairs of lobes, the 
median ones brown, the others colourless ; median lobes close together 
but not quite touching, parallel, elongate, considerably longer than 
broad, the sides straight, the rounded ends minutely serrate ; second 
lobes similar in shape but smaller, also serrate at ends, their ends 
reaching slightly beyond the level of the tips of the median lobes ; third 
lobes small, notched on the outer side. Squames branched and 
serrate, as in allied forms ; there are seven beyond the third lobe, 
Spines large, but not longer than the squames. Anal orifice small, 
close to the base of the median lobes. 

Hah. Scales gregarious on under side of leaf of avocado 
pear (Persea persea = P. gratissima) from Honolulu, 1898. Found 
by Mr. Alex. Craw in the course of his horticultural quarantine 
work at San Francisco. The portion of the leaf attacked turns 
brown beneath, reddish above. A. persearum is a species of 
Aspidistus, s. str., allied to A. destructor, Sign. It is in no way 
related to A. persece, Comst. 

Mesilla Park, New Mexico, U.S.A. : August atb, 1898. 
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NOTES AND OBSEEVATIONS. 

Erbmobia ochroleuoa at Sugar. — As I do not think this species 
usually turns up at sugar, it may be worth while recording that I took 
a specimen here on a sugared elm trunk on Aug. 25th last. Although 
I distinctly saw it sipping the sugar, it was apparently not quite at its 
ease, as no sooner did I turn my lantern on it that it fell down among 
the grass beneath. I succeeded, however, in boxing it, and found it 
to be in very good condition. I have taken this species for nearly 
thirty years, but never previously at sugar. My friend Mr. E. A. 
Fitch informs me that he has taken it at sugar also this year, two 
specimens. It is a much rarer species in this neighbourhood than it 
was some few years ago. — (Rev.) Gilbert H. Raynor ; Hazeloigh 
Kectory, Maldon, Essex, August 30th, 1898. 

The Larva op Ctenucha venosa. — On the Experimental Station 
Farm, Mesilla Park, New Mexico, July 26th, I found a couple of larvsB 
feeding on the grass. In general appearance they reminded me of 
those of Hyphantria. They wore about 19 mm. long, pale ochrey 
yellow, with moderately long barbed white hairs springing in bundles 
from colourless tubercles. Subdorsal and lateral pale lemon yellow 
stripes, narrowly and irregularly edged with pink. Head sordid yellow, 
shiny. Stigmata brown. Thoracic legs bright yellowish brown. One 
pupated in some corner of the breeding cage, the other spun a thin 
cocoon on the inflorescence of the grass. The moths emerged Aug. 
5th and 6th, and proved to be Ctenucha (Philaros) venosa (Walk.), which 
ranges from New Mexico and Texas to Venezuela, according to 
Neumoegen and Dyar. The species was first identified for me by Dr. 
Dyar, from specimens found in Fillmore Canon, Organ Mountains, 
N. M. The larva has not been described, so far as I can learn. — 
T. D. A. CooKERELL, Aug. 6th, 1898. 

Protective Resemblance. — All those collectors of Lepidoptera 
who have been able to work much in the field cannot fail to have 
noticed the beautiful and remarkable protective resemblance which 
some species bear to their surroundings ; and there can be no doubt 
that they possess an inherited and instinctive knowledge of this as- 
similation, and select such places as a protection against their natural 
enemies. Man is an unnatural and unknown enemy, but even he, 
unless a keen and practised observer, will fail to notice them even 
when within a few feet of him, so beautiful is often the protective 
resemblance. What wonderful instances of this are Cucullia umhratica 
when resting on posts or palings; Polia chi on rocks, appearing 
like a spot of grey lichen; Acronycta psi on the trunk of oak or 
ash; and many others that will be remembered. The following 
three apparently special instances of this protective resemblancci 
which have come under my notice during the last few seasons, 
may be worthy of record. On one occasion when passing across 
some hill land in Wales, where gorse occurred here and there, some 
of which had been scorched by burning, and only the stems with 
some of the foliage singed remained, having in parts a reddish brown 
appearance, — here I found a specimen, with wings closed, of Arctia 

BNTOM. — OCT. 1898. Z 
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fuliginosa ; the protective resemblance was remarkable, and quite a 
chance of one not passing it. Another instance was that of Gonoptera 
libatrix resting on the ground amongst leaves, with the under side 
uppermost, the beautiful white tips of its feet appearing like a white 
fungoid growth, as they lightly clasped the leaves. Another instance, 
which perhaps may be thought doubtful, but which I feel myself 
almost certain of, is that of the larva of Chcerocampa porcellws. In a 
glade of a Gloucestershire wood I found on the sides large patches of 
lady's bedstraw {Galium). In one spot a species of vetch was inter- 
mingled, the dark seed-pods scattered here and there ; noticing from 
a short way off something rather peculiar, as I thought, in two of them, 
I found on approaching two larvae of C. porcellus of medium size. The 
resemblance of the larva, when stretched out, to the seed-pods v^as quite 
remarkable, and doubtless might have deceived many a bird. Would it 
be too much to imagine that the parent moth selected such a spot for 
the ova foreseeing the chance of protection as above described ? For 
some reason many species do not deposit their ova on the proper food 
indiscriminately, but frequently appear to select those plants less 
likely perhaps to be visited by birds. — T. B. Jeffbeys ; Bath. 



CAPTUKES AND FIELD KEPORTS. 

CoLiAS EDUSA AT SwANAGE. — CoUas edusa has been not uncommon at 
Swanage this year. Three or four were seen on Aug. 20th, and three 
caught, and another seen on Sept. 2nd. — E. N. Hall ; 4, The Avenue, 
Brondesbury. 

CoLiAS EDUSA AT Chichbstbr. — CoUas edusa appeared very sparingly 
this year in this neighbourhood. The first seen was on Aug. l(5th, a male 
of extraordinarily large size. A noticeable feature of the season has been 
the remarkable profusion of Pieris brassiccB ; they rose from and flew over 
the clover fields in all directions, filling; the air, their white wings resembling 
a snowstorm. The gardens have suffered severely in consequence from the 
depredations of the larvsB, our own not excepted. I have heard of a 
market-gardener who lost as many as seven thousand plants of broccoli and 
other kinds of cabbage. — Joseph Anderson; Chichester. 

CoLiAS EDUSA IN CORNWALL — On Sept. Ist I uoticed a male specimen 
of C, edusa on the hills overlooking Fowey Harbour near here, and two 
more on the 13th inst. — Arthur Rashleigh ; Menabilly, Par Station, 
Cornwall, Sept. 13th, 1898. 

Colias edusa in Eppino Forest. — Whilst walking through some fields 
i?ear Chingford on August 28th, I observed a fine female specimen of this 
species. — E. C. Joy ; 34, Fairholt Road, Stoke Newington, N. 

Colias edusa in Oxfordshire. — On Sept. 3rd a fine male flew past 
me at a level crossing on the London and North Western Railway between 
Bicester and Islip. This is the first I have noted in this district since 
1892, when the species was fairly common. — G. C. Hughes; Chesterton, 
Bicester, Sept. 16th, 1898. 
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AcHERONTiA ATR0P08 AT Chiohestbr. — I have heard of only one 
example of this moth, in either stage, in this district during the present 
season. This was a pupa turned up by our gardener on Aug. Q4th whilst 
<ligging potatoes. Unfortunately he stuck his prong through the middle of 
it. — Joseph Anderson ; Chichester. 

Sphinx convolvuli at Sidmouth. — On Sept. 3rd and 4th I took 
Sphinx convolvuli flving over the tobacco-plants in a garden at Sidmouth, 
both being perfect specimens. — H. 0. Wells ; Hurstfield, The Avenue, 
Gipsy Hill, London, S.E., Sept. 9th, 1898. 

Vanessa antiopa in Kent. — A fine specimen of F. antiopa was cap- 
tured at East Farleigh, Maidstone, by Mr. Keith Kenward, on Aug. 18th 
last. — Edward Goodwin ; Canon Court, Wateringbury, Kent, Sept. drd. 

Vanessa atalanta on the Wing at Night. — A specimen of Vanessa 
ataianta flew into my window after dark on Sept. 1 7th. It did not seem 
willing to fly into the darkness of night again, though I tried to make it go. 
It constantly returned, settling on me or in the room. I do not understand 
its being abroad at that time of the night. — E. N. Hall ; 4, The Avenue, 
Brondesbury. 

Notodonta diot^oides at Chichester. — A specimen of this moth, in 
good condition, was found by my brother, Mr. Frederick Anderson, settled 
on a wall in the garden, on Aug. ITth. — Joseph Anderson ; Chichester. 

Phibalaptertx lapidata. — On Sept. 4th last I took a specimen of 
P. lapidata at Badenloch, in Sutherlandshire. It was flying in the hot 
sunshine. — W. M. Christy ; Watergate, Emsworth, Hants. 

Larv-b on Impatiens. — From Sept. 6th to present date (Sept. 14th), I 
have made careful search over many patches of the wild balsam {Impatiens 
noli-me'tangere) growing near Windermere Lake, but have failed to discover 
the least trace of Cidaria reticulata. The commonest larva lately has been 
Euplexia lucipara, both on balsam and on any species of fern. I found the 
species equally abundant on Sept. 3rd, in a greenhouse at Morecambe. On 
Sept. 9ch, while examining a patch of Impatiens at Lake Side, my attention 
was drawn to the pallid appearance of one plant, and then to a large piece 
of frass on a leaf. My thoughts, regardless of date, instinctively flew to 
Sphinx convolvuli : but no: it was a full-fed larva of Chcerocampa elpenor 
clinging to the stem. I have thought this may be worth note, as C. elpenor 
is not common in the district ; it was also very late for the larval stage ; 
and, thirdly, it has not before, I believe, been recorded to feed on Impatiens 
noli-me'tangere, — (llev.) A. M. Moss ; Kendal. 

Collecting at Folkestone. — While staying at Folkestone for a fort- 
night in July, I managed to take a few very good insects, including Sesia 
chrysidiformis (one only), S, ichneumoniformis, Tapinostola bondii, Setina 
irrorella, Bryophila glandifera, Acidalia omata, a few nice vars. of B. 
perla, Odontia dentalis (two) ; I also found one larva and one pupa of the 
latter, both of which have since attained the perfect state. Mr. Purdey 
informed me that this species used to occur in fair numbers, but he had 
not taken it for years. I also saw one worn Vanessa carduu — W. E. 
Butler ; Hay ling House, Reading, Sept. 5 th, 1898. 

Collecting in South Devon. — During the first fortnight of September 
I was staying in South Devonshire, and did some sugaiing on the 9th and 
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10th of that month. Both nights were very favourable, and the insects 
were without exception in perfect condition, amongst them being a beautiful 
and evidently freshly emerged specimen of Laphygma exigua, I also took 
Stilbia anomala in fair numbers, and odd examples of Agrotis suffusa, 
A. saucia, and Noctua glareosa, A. ve8tigialis=vaUigera and Leucania 
lUtoralU were in abundance, and some beautiful varieties of A, segetum 
were taken. — H. W. Shepheard-Walwyn ; West Downs, Winchester. 

CoLLEOTiNG IN SouTH Wales. — Six milcs west of Pembroke is a little 
village called Castlemartin. A former vicar, the Rev. Clennell Wilkinson, 
loved insects, and told us something of those in his district ; and as the 
present vicar, the Rev. J. S. Puckridge, is an entomologist too, we may 
hope to learn more. But as at present the extreme western points of South 
Wales have hardly been exhaustively worked, a few notes of captures at 
Castlemartin during my stay there in August may not be unwelcome. The 
nettles were in danger of disappearing altogether from the ravages of 
V. atalanta and F. urtica ; the latter were in scores of thousands, but a most 
careful search failed to produce F. io, F. cardui were also difficult to find, 
though on a former visit we secured large numbers. Bomhyx rubi loved 
the churchyard, where forty-five were taken in half an hour feeding on the 
bird's-foot trefoil ; as this plant is not obtainable in London during the 
winter, and they would eat nothing else, they had to be returned. I met a 
friend who had been successful in breeding over forty imagines from larvss 
taken in this district. Odonestis potatoria (very small) were abundant. The 
seed-pods of the campion were being robbed to an extent which seriously 
threatens the future of that bright little Bower ; almost every other head 
was tenanted by a Dianthcecia larva. It is not easy to define the species in 
this stage, but there were certainly more than one. Eupithecia larvsB were 
scarce in the campion-heads. The wormwood (Artemisia abdnthium) was 
unu-^ually plentiful, and we were told that Cucullia absinthii is often found ; 
bur, though I set many young eyes to search, we did not see one. Dicranura 
vimda and Sphinx ligustri were plentiful. D. furcula was beaten from 
sallow, with very many interesting geometers, most of which are now pupsB. 
Our great prize was a magnificent Acherontia atropos^ jimt about to become 
a pupa ; but, alas ! a merry little kitten lound him out, and, being over 
exuberant in her play, killed him. Of butterflies, there is little to record. 
Argynnis paphia arid A. aglaia were taken, but not in good condition. 
Ckrysopkanus pklceas were large and very dark, and Lycana astrarche un- 
usually tine and anundant. I was told L. cBgon had been plentiful, but I 
did not see it : neither could Colias edma be found, though ideal chSs and 
clover fields abounded. No part of our collecting was more pleasant or 
succe>8ful than ** dusking" — to use a quite outrageous word. Geometers 
ab'»unded ; one small corner yielaed a very fine and varied series of Epione 
apiciaria. Of the genus Acidalia, imitaria, aversata, scutulata^ and bisetata 
were common. Of the Eupithecia, the best were minutata and coronata; 
four of the latter were taken on the wing and one at suj^ar. E. decolorata 
was very common, and strongly marked ; Emmelesia affinitata was nearly 
over. Among the Cidaria were prunata= ribesiaria, sUaceata, testata, 
pyraliatay the last not common. Hypsipetes elutata were strikingly varied; 
the series taken includes specimens from the lighiebt green to dark brown, 
two or three having no markings whatever. Of the thorns, only Selenia 
bilunaria and Crocallis elinguaria were taken, and the emeralds were 
represented by Psettdoterpna pruinata=cytisaria and Hemithea strigata^ 
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thymiaria (?). Among the geometers were also Melanthia bicolorata = 
rMginata, Eubolia limitata=mensuraria, E, plumbaria, Cabera pusaria, 
C, exanthemaria, Lomaspilis marginata, Aspilates ochrearia = dtraria, 
Coremia designata = proptignata, C. unidentata, Larentia didymata, and 
many others still more common. The only cuspid found was Cilix glaucata 
=8pinula, which was fairly plentiful, though I found the larvae of three 
others. Lithosia complanula was abundant and in perfect condition ; 
Hepialis humuli was represented only by females; H, lupulinus were 
generally too damaged to be worth taking. Masses of ragwort grew close 
down by the sea, and on the flowers Agrotis vestigialu = valligera was 
abundant by day. By. night the same flowers attracted A, tritici, but in 
one field only. In others Apamea didyma=:oculea abounded in many 
forms ; these are so perplexing that one is not surprised at the five species 
and thirteen varieties of the great Haworth. Among other common ^octuse 
that fell to the net were Leucania conigera, L. lithargyria, Caradrina 
quadripunctdta = cubiculariSt Miana fasciuncula, M. furuncula, Hadena 
oleracea, Hydrcecia nictitansy Dianthcecia capsincolaj Xylophasia rurea, 
Tapinostola fulva, Noctiui umbrosa. Sugaring was diflScult, as there are 
very few trees ; but my wife and I were out most nights, only to be con- 
firmed in our belief that, however perfect our methods may be, the science 
of sugaring is all but unknown. The average captures were from two to 
eight or ten specimens a night, generally of the commonest species. But 
suddenly, on our last night but one, moths swarmed: we might have 
taken hundreds, including two or three species not seen before. As far as 
one could tell, the climatic conditions and all others were the same as on 
many other nights. What wrought so strongly among the moths on this 
one night ? Sugaring is pleasant enough, even when " takes " are few ; 
there are the visits of newts and frogs, and bats and owls, and many less 
known creatures from all orders of living things, and the chance of seeing 
how they plan and work and fight for their living ; but it would be useful 
sometimes to know with fair accuracy the nights when captures may and 
may not be expected. The information at present published is not reliable. 
I do not know whether anything more reliable is possible, but will not some 
of the scientific minds among our brotherhood try to give us at least as 
much help as we have in fixing uppn " likely days " for trout ? Our 
sugaring yielded nothing more worthy of mention than N. dahlii, C, 
blanda, L. impura, and N. pUcta. — E. Grose Hodge ; Holy Trinity 
Kectory, Maryiebone, Sept. i2th, 1898. 

Collecting in South Devon. — A fortnight's collecting at Sidmouth 
in July, with Mr. S. P. Douduey, was very successful, as the weather was 
perfect, and all the butterflies were in splendid condition. On the cliffs 
Hesperia actaon swarmed at its usual haunts, and Melanargia galatea 
occurred elsewhere ; but Leucophasia sinapis and Argynnis aglaia were 
scarcer than usual. In Harptord Woods Argynnis papkia and A. adippe 
were abundant, and Thecla qttercus could be taken in the lanes. The 
following moths were taken : — Sphinx ligmtri, Leucania lithargyria, L. 
impura, L. pallens, Heliothis marginatus, Geometra papilionaria, Metro- 
campa margaritanaf Eubolia palumbaria, E, bipunctaria, and Cidaria 
fulvata. Sugaring only produced Heliothis maryinattis (one), Thyatira 
derasa (one), Leucania lithargyria (one), Miana furuncula (five), Xylophasia 
monoglypha (one), Apamea oculea (two), and Eubolia bipunctaria (one). 
Larv» were scarce, except Macroglossa stellatarum and Melanthia galiata, 
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which were very comraon on the Galium mollugo and verum ; and Vanessa to 
swarmed on the nettles. — H. 0. Wells ; Hurstfield, The Avenue, Gipsv 
Hill, London, S.E., Sept. 19ih, 1898. 

Notes of the Season in Essex. — The season here, on the western 
horder of the county, has been specially marked by two features, the failure 
of sugar and the attractiveness of light ; while to myself it was noteworthy 
for the number of species taken which I had not seen here before. Between 
April and September I obtained as many as fifty species which I did not 
previously know to occur. It is also probable that in the brief notes of 
captures which follow some peculiar dates may be observed. Roughly 
speaking, from the beginning of the year up to June 17th arctic weather 
and north-east gales prevailed, a state of things which made any attempt 
at collecting a mere farce. Not a moth of any kind, except a single 
Herrmnia tarsipennalis, came to sugar until Aug. 8th, when there was one 
moth ; on the 10th there were five, on the 16th about a dozen, and after 
that date they were abundant. I may note here, as of a piece with the 
other eccentricities of the season, that the two best nights at sugar in point 
of numbers were marked by a cold east wind and bright moon. In March 
Anticlea badiata, and in May A. derivata were fairly plentiful, but there 
being no sallows here to speak of, I saw nothing else. On May 26th there 
was a specimen of Eupithecia coronata sitting on a tree, and later on some 
of the second brood appeared. Nothing else worth noting happened till the 
second and third weeks of June, when there appeared all together Cidaria 
corylata and C. tiissata, Emmeleda affinitata and E. decolorata, Ephyra 
omicronaria, Eupisteria heparata, and Asthena candidata, with a single 
specimen of Neuria saponaricB. Really warm weather set in on June 27th, 
when two or three Anticlea ruMdata were taken ; Bradyepetes {Timandra) 
amataria was excessively abundant in ditches, accompanied by Melanippe 
rivata and M. unanguLata, both rather scarce, while higher up the hedge 
Asthena luteata was skipping madly along, and Ligdia adustata was 
plentiful. On July 7th Scotosia vetulata began to be in great profusion 
about one spot in a hedge where I could see no buckthorn anywhere near. 
It was an ordinary whitethorn hedge with sallow bushes and oak trees over- 
hanging. The vetulata seemed to devote themselves entirely to the white- 
thorn. Nearly a month later a single 8. rhamnata flew out of a holly 
hedge in my garden, where 1 know there is no buckthorn within half a mile. 
It was in fine condition too. The lovely little Pyralis costalia appeared on 
July 8th, and, together with P. glaucinalis, must have had a succession of 
broods, since fine specimens of both continued to turn up at sugar and light 
until September. On July 18th Addalia imitaria began to appear, and 
was very common, and so was Ebulea crocealis round the fieabane. Pyrausta 
purpuralis came Ireely to light, but I could never see it in the daytime. 
Endotricha flammealis came to light on July 27th, and Eupithecia centau- 
reata began to come very freely to light on Aug. 13th. A fine specimen of 
Pterostoma palpina turned up in the trap on Aug. 16th, I having previously 
secured one at Wicken on June 22od. With the attractions of sugar 
beginning to be felt, I now was able to do something with Noctuce. Noctua 
xanthographa, of the form cohcBsa^ which is almost the only form of it we 
get here, was first visible on Aug. 17th, Catocala nupta on the 18th, a 
second brood (I suppose) of Ligdia adustata the same evening, Cosmia 
diffiniSf Luperina cespitis, Paraponyx straiiotata, Ennomos Juscantaria on 
the 22nd, Triphana interjecta on the 23rd, Agrotis puta on the 24th, and 
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on Aug. 26th came the first appearance of Mamestra anceps. The list may 
filly be closed with the capture of a fine specimen of TriphcBna fimbria, the 
first seen, on Sept. 2nd. Of the special Essex insects, Clisiocampa cas- 
trensis and Phorodesma smaragdaria, I cannot speak, as I live far from their 
haunts, and have not been able to visit them ; but from what I have heard, 
I fear that much of the ground has been practically destroyed by the 
disastrous floods of last winter. I did once go to a spot where the food- 
plant of P. smaragdaria was growing nicely, but there was not a sign of a 
larva. The following is a list of the captures, at light : — Mania typica, 
Caradrina alsines, Plusia chrysitisy Rusina tenehrosa, Leucania paUens, 
Miana arcuosa, Cerigo cytherea, Hydrcecia nictitans, Noctua umbrosa, 
Luperina cespitis, Hadena oleracea, TriphcBna ianthina, Lithosia lurideola, 
Lophopteryx camelina Pterostoma palpina, Odonestis potatoria, Cilix spi- 
nulai Hepialus sylvinus, Acidalia unitaria, A, aversata, A, emarginata, 
Epione apiciaria, Euboiia plumbaria, Cidaria pyraiiata, Lomaspilis margin 
nata, Selenia bilunaria, Melanthia albidllata, Cabera pusaria, Eupithecia 
centaureata, E, coronata, E. castigata^ E, albipvnctata^ Crocallis elinguaria, 
Ephyra omicronariay Emmelesia unifasiata, Hemithea thymiaria, Mela 
nippe rivata, Anticlea badiata, Ligdia adustata^ Ebulea sambucalis, Py rails 
costalis, P. glaucinalis, P. farinatis, Botys urticalis, Pyrausta purpuralis, 
Ehdotricha flammealis, Herbula cespitalis, Pionea forficalis, Aglossa pin- 
guinalis, A, cuprealis, Scopula prunalis, Paraponyx stratiotata, Cataclysta 
lemnata, Pterophoms rhododactylm, Aphonia colonella. — (Rev.) W. Clax- 
TON ; Navestock, Romford. 



SOCIETIES. 

South London Entomological and Natural History Society. — 
September 8th, 1898.— Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. 
Mr. Little, 17, Belgrave Street, King's Cross, was elected a member. 
Mr. P. Clarke exhibited some very admirable photographs of the eggs 
of Lepidoptera sent to him by the President. They included those of 
Erebia embla, Chionobasjutta, Polyommatus bellargus, P. icarits, Gonepteryx 
rhamni and Spilosoma menthastri, Mr. Edwards, specimens of Abraxas 
vlmata vars. from York. It was stated that neither on the present 
occasion nor when the var. was taken years ago did the ova produce 
dark imagines like the parents. Mr. West, specimens of Forficula lesnei 
from Box Hill and Eeigate, at both of which places it was common. 
Mr. Lucas, a series of the local grasshopper Mecastethm grossus, from 
the New Forest, where it had this year occurred in some numbers. He 
kindly presented a pair to the Society's collections. Mr. R. Adkin, a 
series of Smerinthus tilia, and remarked on the variation to be seen in 
the central band. Mr. Turner, a yellow variety of Callimorpha dominula, 
bred from a Deal larva this year ; bred specimens of Myelois cribrella 
from Benfieet, where the larvsB were most abundant ; a bred example 
of A, grossiUariata from Camberwell, having the space internal to the 
marginal spots of a brownish tinge, the rest of the wing surfaces were 
normal ; and a series of Aglaia urticce bred from larvsB taken at Box Hill 
and fed up in a greenhouse, having the usually large black blotch on 
the inner margin of the fore wings either entirely absent or represented 
by a few black scales. Mr. Moore, a series of well-marked blue females 
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of PolyommatUB icarus from Folkestone. Mr. Mansbridge, a series of 
under sides of the female of PUhius agon, selected to show the ordinary 
range of variation in the species as it pccurs in St. Leonards Forest. 
Mr. Montgomery, an exceedingly fine dark suffused male aberration of 
Dryaspaphia, one or two bred from ova. Mr. Ashby, a tiny aberration 
of P. corydon from Riddlesdown, and a female of P. (zgon from Oxshott 
showing blue splashes. Mr. Bishop, a beautiful bred series of Qeometra 
vernaria from Guildford. During the interval, in which the Society 
could not meet, the rooms have been renovated and the electric light 
introduced. — Hy. J. Turner, Hon, Rep. Sec. 

Kendal Entomological Society. — September 12thf 1898. — Mr. W. 
Wilson in the chair. After reading the minutes, a letter was read from 
the President regretting his absence, and dealing with the proposed 
work of the Society in compiling records of the local fauna. The 
meeting was fairly well attended, p,nd two new members were elected. 
The room has been furnished with new tables, two dozen chairs, and 
supplied with gas. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Parker 
for the active interest he had taken in this matter on behalf of the 
Society. Four geatlemen exhibited, and it was hoped that more of 
the actively working members would contribute towards this most 
instructive and interesting portion of the evening's business in future. 
Mr. Holmes exhibited fine series of Gonepteryx rhamni and Erebia 
blandinUf and some large specimens of Spiitsonia fuliginosa (northern 
type) bred from larvaB. Mr. Littlewood, fine series of Noctua baia and 
Apamea ocuiea (very variable) ; also black form of Xylophasia monoglypha 
and Agriopis aprilina. Mr. T. Smith, Pieris rapa (female) exceptionally 
small, and Selenia iliunaria (autumn brood). Mr. Wright, a splendid 
variety of Epinephele ianira (female) ; ground colour lighter than usual, 
eye spots small, and a creamy white blotch on fore wing ; somewhat 
similar to a specimen figured by Newman. Mr. Littlewood reported 
Mania maura common on treacle on Sept. 5th, though somewhat worn. 
Mention was made of the abundance of Vanessa io and apparent scarcity 
of V. atalanta in the district this year. 

Birmingham Entomological Society. — August 15thy 1898. — Mr. 
G. T. Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. John Lenich, 
Livingstone Eoad, Handsworth, was elected a member. Mr. G. J. 
Wainwright exhibited a series of females of Volucella inflata taken on 
hawthorn bloom in the New Forest last June. Mr. Bradley, a dark 
specimen of Cidariacorylata from Sutton; and a specimen oiPemphredon^ 
probably lugubris, with a parasite on the disc of each wing. Mr. R. G. 

B. Chase, Amphydasis betularia var. doubledayat-ia from Edgbaston. 
Mr. Bethune-Baker, referring to the last exhibit and the spread of 
melanism, said that some years ago the black form of Gracilaria 
syringella was very rare ; now it occurred freely in the neighbourhood 
of his house at Edgbaston ; the black form of Miuna strigilis, which is 
now quite common locally, was once rare and quite exceptional. Mr. 

C. J. Wainwright said that in his experience the black form of the 
species is the only one occurring locally now. Mr. A. H. Martineau 
showed Ammophila hirsuta from Tenby, South Wales, where it was 
taken by Mr. Chase. Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker, two drawers containing 
palsBarctic and tropical butter files. — Colbran J. Wainwright, Hon. Sec. 
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ON THE SPECIFIC DISTINCTNESS OP CORIXA CABI^ATA 
AND C. GERMARI, AND THE EESTORATION OF THE 
LATTER TO THE LIST OF BRITISH RHYNCHOTA. 

By G. W. Kirkaldy. 

One of the two British species of Corixa with a longitudinal 
central percurrent carina on the pronotum, enumerated by 
Saunders (Hem. Het. Brit. IsL, 1892, p. 340), is carhiata, com- 
prehending carinata, C. E. Sahib., sharpi, Dougl. and Scott, 
intricata, D. & S., and also (not mentioned by Saunders) germari^ 
Fieb., and variegata, Wallengr. There are certainly two distinct 
species amongst these, though the synonymy cannot be positively 
given until the various types have been re-examined. Some time 
ago, while reading White's " Notes on Corixa " (1873, Ent. Mo. 
Mag. X. p. 60), I remarked that he there describes the strigil in 
(7. sharpi as being composed of " eight broad rows," that of 
C. iniricata as having " about sixteen rather narrow and very 
irregular rows." This I have confirmed by an examination of 
examples in White's collection (recently presented by Mr. T. M. 
McGregor to the Perth Museum), which were received by him 
from Mr. Douglas. The only other differences that I can find 
are in the frontal fovea of the male, and perhaps in the palsB. 
It is not very easy to adjust the synonymy, as I have not seen 
any original examples of the other species, and little is to be 
gathered from most of the descriptions. 

Sahlberg's original description of carinata (1819, Hist. 
Notonect., p. 12) applies equally well to either. Fieber's carinata 
is not Sahlberg's species, as is well known, but that described 
later by Thomson as cavifrons, while his germari is not separable 
by the brief description in the Bull. Soc. Nat. Moscou (1848, 
xxi. 1, p. 531); his later descriptions in Abh. bohm. Ges. Wiss. 

BNTOM. — ^NOV. 1898. 2 A 
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(1861 (v.), 7, p. 250), " fovea frontali . . . oculos vix Buperante," 
and Europ. Hemipt. (1861, p. 99), " Stirngrube ... die Augen 
fast liberragend," would apply well enough to intricata, were it 
not that in the latter the frontal fovea distinctly, though by very 
little, extends backwards beyond the apical margin of the eyes. 
Fieber's figures in the * Abhandlung ' (tab. ii., fig. 26) do not 
give at all a good idea of the palae. The same author's descrip- 
tion of cognata (Eur. Hem., p. 99) applies well enough to sharpi, 
" Stirngrube ... an das obere Augenende reichend." Puton 
(1880, Syn. Hem. France, p. 234) considers germari{=variegata= 
intricata) as only a colour- variety of carinata {z=cognata^=sharpi). 
Wallengren, however, in 1894, in his revision, in Swedish, of the 
Scandinavian Corixse (Ent. Tidskr. xv., pp. 129-164) separates 
his variegata (1854) from carinata, giving long descriptions. As 
it is unnecessary to quote these descriptions in full, I give here 
merely a translation of the diagnoses (p. 159) : — 

" (1). Pronotum with not more than 8-9 yellow transverse 
lines ; frons, sterna, and pleura yellow ; base of abdomen (ventral 
aspect) blackish ; * legs ' [' benen' = (I think) posterior tibiae and 
tarsi] pale yellow. 1. vabiegata. 

"(2). Pronotum with 10-12 yellow transverse lines; frons 
darker or paler brown; sterna and pleura black, with pale 
margins ; abdomen brownish, with pale margins ; at least the 
exterior margins of the * legs ' brown. 2. oabinata." 

At the end of the description of the former he adds : — 

" Obs. Saunders regards this as identical with the following, 
from which, however, it may at once be differentiated by the 
smaller size, smaller number of yellow lines on the pronotum, 
and shorter pronotal carina, the paler colour underneath, the 
yellow design of the elytra, which is more extended and more 
obscurely (otydligare) divided into series, and lastly by the form 
of the anterior tarsi in the male ; the extension farther back- 
wards of the frontal fovea* of the latter forms another difference. 
Douglas, to whom I sent an original example, .... has pro- 
nounced his C. intricata identical with our species. It is similar 
also to Fieber's germari, but the latter is larger, the frontal fovea 
of the male extends scarcely beyond the angle of the eyes, 
sterna and pleura are blackish," &c. 

The pronotal lines in both intricata and sharpi are much 
split, especially those in the centre, and it is not easy, if possible 
indeed, to state exactly how many lines there are ; moreover. 
White's single male of intricata has certainly not less than eleven 
of these lines, and after a careful examination I cannot see any 
noteworthy difference in this respect between his sharpi and 
intricata. Moreover, Fieber (Abhandl., p. 250) states "lineis 
9-10 nigris " in the diagnosis of germarii, and " lineis . . . 8-9 

* My rendering of this sentence is very free, but it is the only meaning I otin 
gather from ** hvarjamte uppehaUsorten synes vara en annan.*' 
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. . . nigris " in the description, and the other colour-distinctions, 
both in his and in Wallengren's writings, do not appear to me 
important ; and I do not think the size would be found to vary 
very appreciably in a large number of examples. 

It seems best therefore to write- the synonymy of these two 
species for the present as follows : — 



1 *carinatay Sablb., 1819. 
* = cognata, Fieb., 1861. 
=8harpi, D. & S., 1869. 
=canna«a(p.),Saund., 1892. 



2 "^gmnari, Fieb., 1851. 
*=vari€gata, Wallengr., 1854. 
=intricata, D. & S., 1869. 
=cannata (p.), Saund., 1892. 



And they may be separated as follows : — 

carinata, germari. 

<y. Frontal fovea extending <?. Frontal fovea extending 

almost to the base of the frons ; but little beyond the apical marr 
,pronotal carina almost entire ; gins of the eyes ; pronotal carina 
strigil subcircular, consisting of rather shorter than in carinata; 
eight rather broad, regular rows strigil subtruncate oval, almost 
of strisB. twice the size of the same organ 

in carinata, consisting of about 
sixteen rather narrow, very irre- 
gular rows of striae. 

I think also that the palse in carinata are more twisted and 
rather blunter apically, and that the apex of the anterior tibiae 
is rather thicker than in germari. Also, in carinata, there seems 
to be a row of about thirty- six " teeth " on each pala (concave 
side), disposed as follows, starting from the base : — Fifteen or 
sixteen rather blunt "teeth" somewhat cramped together, then 
one solitary blunt tooth, then five together, though further from 
each other than the fifteen or sixteen are from each other, then 
twelve or thirteen elongate tapering, somewhat curved " teeth " 
continuing almost to the apex of the pala. In germari (that is 
to say, intricata) there appear to be about forty all close together 
extending over a similar distance, and more uniform in shape. 
I do not wish, however, to place too much stress upon the 
accuracy of my observations upon this last character. As re- 
gards the females, I cannot yet detect any striking difference. 
Wallengren writes of variegata that in females the anterior tarsi 
are long, very narrowly and roundly knife-shaped ; in carinata, 
" anterior tarsi sickle-shaped.'* In the males, nevertheless, the 
differences in the strigil and in the frontal fovea are quite 
Bufiicient for the separation of the two species. 

* Type to be examined. 
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ON THE NOMENCLATURE OP THE EUROPEAN SUB- 
GENERA OP CORIXA, Geopfr. (RHYNOHOTA.) 

Bt G. W. Eirkaldt. 

SuBOENBRA, although anathematised by entomologists — who, 
however, almost invariably employ them — are convenient in 
large genera (for example, Corixa, which contains probably not 
far short of three hundred species, of which more than fifty are 
European). This is more especially the case when, as in Corixa^ 
the subgenera have been erected upon structural grounds, which, 
were it not that the genus is really, as a whole, homogeneous, 
would form good excuse for its description. 

Flor had, in 1860, separated coleoptrata^ &c., to form a new 
genus Cymatia, but the first attempt at the establishment of 
" sections" was made by Thomson (1869, Opusc. Ent. i. p. 27), 
when Macrocorisa {geoffroyi, &c.), OUenocorisa {cavifrons)^ Cymatia 
{coleoptrata, &c.)> and an unnamed section {striata, &c.), which 
Thomson presumably intended to be the typical subgenus, were 
erected. Unfortunately the learned Swedish author did not take 
into account the fact that the typical subgenus {i.e. that to 
which the generic name itself is imparted) obviously must be 
that which contains the type of the genus. The genotype of 
Corixa is striata of Geoffroy {^geofroyi, auctt.) and not striata 
of LinnsBus, and therefore the subgeneric name ** Corixa " must 
be conserved for the section containing geoffroyi, a new name 
being rendered necessary for the subgenus Corixa, auctt.* 

In 1873 (Ent. Mo. Mag. x. pp. 62, 63) P. B. White erected 
two new subgenera, CaUicorixa for pramta and its allies, and 
Oreinocorixa, synonymous with Olanocorisa. Puton (Syn. H6m. 
Prance, 1880, p. 234) incorrectly included carinata and germari 
in Thomson's Olanocorisa, with the diagnosis of which they 
do not conform; in fact, they belong, in every character, to 
Basileocorixa, the central longitudinal percurrent carina on the 
pronotum, which is also a conspicuous feature in Olanocorisa, 
being merely a superficial character, although apparently 
constant, and of some importance for specific diffeitentiation. 
Saunders (1892, Hem. Heter. Brit., pp. 340, 341) revived White's 
lapsed Oreinocorixa for cavifrons, incorrectly reserving Olano- 
corisa for carinata. Lastly, Wallengren (Ent. Tidsfi., 1894, 
pp. 159-161) recognised the identity of Olanocorisa with Oreino- 
corixa, correctly placing therein cavifrons, but erected an un- 
necessary (as shown above) new subgenus Arctocorisa for variegata 
(germari) and carinata. 

The European subgenera appear to me to be as follows : — 

1. Cymatia, Plor, 1860, et auctt. ; type, coleoptrata (Pabr.). 

• I have proposed ** Batileocorixa** (i.e. "dominant. Corixa**), type, striata 
(Linn.). 
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2. CaUicorixa, P. B. White, 1873, et auctt. (plur. Callicorisa) ; 

type, pr(BVsta, Fieb. 
8. BasiUocorixa^ n. n., 1898 ; type, striata (Linn.). 

=^Corixa {Corisa), auctt. 

^=^Cori$a et Olcenocorisa (part.), Puton, 1880. 

= Corixa et Olcenocorisa^ Saund., 1892. 

= Corisa et Arctocorisa, Wallengr., 1894. 
4. Gkenocorisa, Thorns., 1869, et pi. auctt. ; type, cavifrons, 

Thorns. 

= Oreinocorixa, F. B. White, 1873, et Saund., 1892. 
6. Corixa, GeofEr., 1762 (restr. Kirk., 1898) ; type, geoffroyi, 

Leach. 

= Macrocorisa, Thorns., 1869, et auctt. 



COLLECTING IN THE FENS. 
Bt Bussell £• James. 

Arriving at Soham at 7.3 p.m. on Friday, July 22nd, I found 
Mr. W. 0. BuUman waiting for me with his trap, and we made 
all haste to Wicken, as the night promised well — still and warm, 
with very light rain. During the drive, Mr. BuUman told me of 
the comparatively large numbers of Hydrilla palustns which had 
occurred in June, some forty to fifty specimens in all, and the 
name, in fact, is in everyone's mouth, any of the villagers with 
whom I chatted referring to it. It has been quite a local event. 
Although, of course, I was much too late for this species, I was 
anxious to be off, and after a good meal (Mrs. BuUman under- 
stands entomological appetites) got down to the fen about half- 
past eight, and found Mi. Baily all ready for me as arranged. 
He said the season had been only a moderate one except for H. 
palvstris, but thought the night promised well : disappointment, 
however, was in store for me, as, after netting a few things at 
dusk, a fog got up and utterly ruined treacle and light. Although 
it cleared off in twenty minutes, it seemed to have done for the 
moths, nothing flying afterwards. 

I was only staying four days, so that the first night a blank 
was disheartening ; but, as it turned out, this was the only fog I 
had, and Ught was better afterwards — the Monday, when we 
stopped down in the fen untU day dawned, being a reaUy first- 
olass night, — ^in fact, the best of the year, according to BaUy. 
Treacle paid more or less each night, both in the fen and in the 
drove above ; and in the fen, bark nailed on to posts (tried this 
year as an experiment) proved to be far better than the orthodox 
grass-knots, and much easier to work. This idea should be 
useful in salt marshes and elsewhere. Everything was very 
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backward, and the species at light were curiously mixed. In the 
daytime Papilio machaon occurred in every stage, — ova and larvae 
of all sizes fairly plentiful, one pupa, and at the same time worn 
imagines on the wing. Hyria muricata was walked up when the 
sun shone, with Acidalia immutata and a few Herminia cribralis, 
but day work was not pursued very ardently, as I was over- 
whelmed with setting. For a collector who conscientiously keeps 
up with his setting, a visit to Wicken, with good nights at light 
and treacle, is really hard work. 

At dusk, geometers abounded, especially round the buck- 
thorns, where Collix sparsata, Scotosia rhamnata, and 8. vetvlata 
literally swarmed, including a few finely marked females of S. 
rhamnata. The sallows were nearly as crowded with numbers of 
Epione apiciaria and Cabera exanthemaria ; whilst on the still 
evenings Nvdaria senex occurred at very early dusk in hundreds 
all over the fens, and again much later at light, but the very 
slightest wind seems to affect it, so weak and flimsy is its flight, 
and unless circumstances are quite favourable, you scarcely see a 
specimen. Neither of the three buckthorn feeders ever appeared 
at light, although S. rhamnata twice occurred at treacle. Hydrelia 
unca also flew at dusk, and although it was very late for the 
species, fully half of the short series obtained were in fine 
condition. 

Of larger things, Hepialus humuli was swinging about every- 
where, and Odmiestis potatoria females dashed about over the 
sedge. Other dusk captures were Lithosia griseola and its 
var. stramineola, Leucania conigera^ CcenoUa rufa, Herminia 
cribralis, Pluaia chrysitiSf Acidalia immutata, A, emarginata^ A. 
scutulata (in any numbers), Timxindra amataria (common in 
the drove), Hypsipetes elutata (some pretty forms), and Cidaria 
pyraliata. 

By beating the hedgerows in the drove (the only beating I 
did), I took three lovely Aventia flexida, Acidalia imitaria, Scotosia 
rhamnata, S. vetulata (the best females of these last two were 
beaten here), Hemithea thymiaria (very abundant and fresh), 
Triphcena interjecta, and more Cidaria pyraliata. 

Treacle was almost monopolised by common species, mostly 
Leucanias; L. pallens, L. impura, and L. pudorina occurred 
about equally, L. lithargyria not quite so common, and L. conigera 
distinctly scarce. Of the last-named only a single specimen 
occurred in the fen, and the remaining dozen or so in the drove. 
L. lithargyria also largely favoured the drove, and some of the 
finest specimens were taken on the way home after light, when 
everything else had gone, bar an occasional dissipated-looking 
Xylophaaia polyodon. I have frequently noticed elsewhere that 
this species is a very late visitor. Apamea gemina was common, 
but worn, and two fine Agrotis ravida were boxed (the first 
specimens of the season), and odd Cosmia diffinis, Acronycta 
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aceris, A. psi, A. tridens^ Hadena pisi, and Mamestra anceps 
occurred from time to time. 

Although a fair number of things came to light each night 
but the first, the red letter night was Monday, the 25th, when 
nearly all the best things were taken, and common species were 
very thick. So good was the night that I lengthened my four 
days' stay to five, in the hope of another like it, but although 
the Wednesday promised quite as well, a heavy storm of rain 
about 10.80 spoilt it. 

The following were the best species taken, many of them, as 
will be seen, very much behind their time. Sphinx ligustri and 
Smerinthus popidi (one each at a neighbouring sheet on the 25th), 
Earias chhrana (three worn specimens), Nola cucvllatella (a few 
only), Nudaria senex (abundant), Lithosia griseola, commonly, 
and its var. stramineolay rarely ; Chelonia caia^ very abundant, 
including a rather nice pale form ; and Odonestis potatoria, even 
commoner, a fine pale yellow male and some intermediate forms 
being taken. This species turns up directly the lamp has been 
lit, and by the time C. caia comes on its flight seems nearly 
over. 

Lcunocampa quercifolia was scarcely out, only about a couple 
of dozen specimens occurring during the visit, and Bombyx 
neuBtria was only just starting. Four very fair Macrogaster 
arandinis turned up on the 25th (males of course), and on the 
same night four species of Notodontidse, viz. Lophopteryx came- 
Una, Ptilodontia palpina^ Notodonta dictaa, and N. ziczac, the 
latter occurring singly on several nights. N. dictaa was netted 
immediately after two Cucvllia umhratica^ and until examined at 
home was put down as a third specimen of that species, as flying 
round the lamp they looked very similar. 

A few Leucoma salicis turned up each night, and a fine 
Cymatophora ocularis on the 27th, evidently, from its condition, 
only just out. Among Noctuse, Leucania pudorina took a long 
lead, and was far commoner than its near neighbours L. pallens 
and L. impura, which perhaps slightly outnumbered it at treacle. 
Ccenobia rufa occurred in numbers on the last night only, when 
a nice series was taken of pale, dark grey, and reddish forms. 
Nonagria hellmanni and Calamia phragmitidis were not out, 
neither were the second broods of Arsilonche venosa and Arctia 
fuliginosay but Cleoceris viminalis was just coming, and six 
beauties were taken on the 25th, and another on the 27th ; all 
these were boxed whilst fluttering up and down the lamp panes 
with some difficulty, owing to the crowds of Crambites. Several 
belated Noctuas put in an appearance, all very worn, except N. 
plecta; but the Agrotids were absent, except for one or two A. 
exclamationiSy which, however, swarmed at treacle. Herminia 
cribralis occurred frequently, and although very worn, were not 
. quite so bad as those taken at dusk and in the daytime. 
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Among the Geometers, Epione apidaria was obtained in 
anything like numbers on one night only, the 23rd, although 
always common at dusk ; whilst its sallow companion — Cabera 
exanthemaria — occurred every night. The abundance of Acidalia 
immutata was the feature of the group, however ; it was the only 
species to show up on the first and foggy night, and each night 
afterwards it occurred in very large numbers, and in the finest 
possible condition. One individual specimen which had oiled 
itself in the lamp in a well marked way turned up on three 
consecutive nights, and each time I thought for the moment 
that it was Corycia taminata, which, on account of its curious 
oil-marks, it strikingly resembled. Hyria auroraria occurred on 
the 27th (rather an unusual species, surely, at light) and a very 
fair Cidaria sagittata, which is very scarce just now in the fen, 
on the 25th. Cidaria testata came next in point of numbers to 
A. immutatay the specimens striking me as being very large and 
pale. Cidaria pyraliata and Pelurga comitata occurred frequently, 
whilst E. subumbrata and E. valerianata among the EupithecisB, 
and two belated though very fair Lobophora sexalisata complete 
the list of captures in this group. Nasda cilialis, among the 
Pyrales, was common and in fine condition on the 25th, but 
scarce other nights. 

I borrowed a bicycle on the last morning, meaning to ride to 
Tuddenham, but the machine being a low one, and being myself 
unusually endowed with length of limb, I developed such a cramp 
in the knees by the time I arrived at Fordham, that I gave up 
the idea, and turned again into Chippenham Fen, where I had 
already spent one morning. Bankia argentula, late as it was, 
was still plentiful, and for the most part in good condition. I 
took a very nice series, including two varieties with the bars 
quite close together. Four Hydrelia unca occurred among them, 
and Hyria auroraria was walked up not uncommonly from the 
reed beds, together with a few Acidalia immutata, Herminia cri- 
bralis, five Lithosia mesomella, and two nice Toxocampa pastinum. 
Four Acidalia emarginata were beaten from privet near the sides 
of the dykes, and Macaria liturata occurred among the pines at 
the edge of the fen. 

Chippenham Fen is exceedingly pretty, the trees adding a 
beauty which is wanting at Wicken. I believe the greater part 
is private and preserved, but if permission could be obtained I 
am sure it would well repay systematic working, which could 
easily be done from Fordham. 

LarvsB I am afraid I neglected entirely, except for inter- 
mittent hunting on the dwarf sallows, which produced some 
twenty larvae of Clostera reclusa in various stages of growth. I 
left early on the Thursday morning for Fordham, after a most 
enjoyable visit; and in conclusion would say that anyone visiting 
Wicken could not possibly do better than stay with Mr. W. 0. 
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BuUman, if his rooms are vacant, as he thoroughly understands 
collectors* ways, and makes one exceedingly comfortable in every 
respect. 

3, Mount View Boad, Crouch End, N. 



NOTES ON LEPIDOPTERA IN 1897. 
By Claude A. Pyett. 

The influence of weather upon collecting has been remark- 
ably evidenced during the year, but on the whole it has been 
fairly productive of insects. There was no winter to speak of, 
if by winter is understood a continuance of frost and snow ; but 
the weather during the opening months of the year was very 
unsettled and changeable, and but for an occasional specimen of 
the HybernidsB collecting was out of the question. May, which 
ought to be the month for the lepidopterist, was showery and 
cool right up to the third week, and insects were consequently 
very late in emerging, whilst vegetation was likewise very much 
retarded. The woods, which with the advent of June are gener- 
ally with verdure clad, presented a wintry appearance, and the 
oaks and poplars were only just showing for leaf; whilst May 
was well on the wane before the hawthorn blossomed. In fact, 
everything^ both in the insect world and plant-life, was a month 
late. Commencing from July, the summer on the whole has 
been fine and dry, insects on th6 wing have been fairly plenti- 
ful, and the wet spring is being counterbalanced by a brilliant 
autumn. 

My collecting has been principally confined to the Micros, 
and the first to come under notice are Roslerstammia erxlebella, 
Oelechia cerealeUa, G. nanella, and Lithocolletis tristrigella, the 
captures of which are interesting, as these species had not 
previously been recorded for the county, and they are therefore 
additions to the * Suffolk List of Lepidoptera,* compiled by the 
Bev. E. N. Bloomfield, who has kindly assisted me in identifying 
specimens. All four species were obtained through a careful 
inspection of walls and wall-ledges in Ipswich, and I rather 
wonder this mode of collecting is not more often heard of, as my 
experience has been that it pays even better than palings. An 
old crumbly wall in an unexposed situation is a favourite haunt 
of those two pretty species, Argyresthia hrockella and A. gcedar- 
ieUa, of which I can always rely on getting a long series in 
season. I have also found (Ecophora lunaris to be common and 
widely distributed in the town, this year boxing some fifty speci- 
mens in one afternoon. The list of wall captures also includes 
Ephestia kuhnieUa, Pcedisca bilunana (two), Stigmonota regiana 
(two), Batodes angvstiorana (several), Semasia wosberana (two), 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 THB BNT0M0L00I8T. 

QeUchia leucateUa (two), Q:- domestica (common), Dasycera svl- 
phurelia (several), Retinia btwliana^ Hedya oceliana, Tortrix 
foriteranaf T. ribeana^ T. heparana, Depressaria applana, Pray$ 
curtiselltLSf Cnephasia nubilanay Dictyopteryx UBflingana, Litho- 
colletis faginella, L. ulmifolieUa^ Aphomia sociella, Eudorea cembra, 
E. frequentella (common), OraciUaria syringella (common), 
Grapholitha ncevana, Q. trimactdana, Coleophora nigriceUay &c. 
Visits to the woods at Bentley the latter end of May produced 
Herminia barbaliSy Eudorea ambigtuiliSy Plutella cruciferarum^ 
Incurvaria mascueUa, Gracillaria swedereUa (plentiful), Coccyx 
hyrciniana, C. argyrana, Dicrorampha plumbana^ Adela viridella 
(swarming), Cnephasia mtisctUana, Phloeodes tetraqiietrana(8eYeral), 
SwammerdamiagriseocapiteUay OlyphipteryxfuscovirideUa (several), 
Eupcecilia maculoaana (abundant), Nepticula ? argentipedeUa, 
Roxana arcuana, Lavemafulveacens, &c. In Ipswich and sur- 
rounding neighbourhood I netted Nephopteryx roborella (at 
Sproughton), Carpocapaa aplendana, Crcesia bergmanniana, C. 
holmiana, Hedya dealbana (common), Gelechia populelia, and 
several of the commoner Grambidse, Elachiata cygnipenella and 
E. rufocinerea. Depreaaaria litureUa was taken at Leiston, whilst 
among the frequenters of my house were Tinea biaeUiella (abun- 
dant), T. tapetzella, T.ferrugineUa, Agloaaa pinguinaUs, Endrosiji 
fenestreUa, Epheatia elutella, Gelechia domeatica, (Ecophora paeudo- 
apretella^ and (E.fuscescena. 

To turn to the Macros, my diary records, amongst others, 
the following: — Sphinx ligustri, Smerinthua tilia, Cuctdlia vm- 
bratica, Biston hirtaria, Hemerophila abruptaria, Eupithecia assi- 
milataf Hypaipetea impluviata, Eugonia fuacantaria^ E. tiHaria^ 
Catocala nupta, &c., all taken at light in the town ; whilst on 
palings I found Noctua trlangvlumy Caradrina cubicidariaf Nola 
cuculateUa, Acidalia averaata, A, trigeminata^ Orgyia antiqtia, 
Bryophila perla (common), Eupithecia caatigata, E. rectangvlata, 
E. aobrinata, &c. Day collecting at Bentley Wood resulted in 
the following captures : — Cilix apinula^ Ephyra punctaria, VeniUa 
macvlata (abundant), Panagra petraria^ Euclidia mi, Melanippe 
haatata, M. rivata, Fidonia piniaria ; Arctia mendica and Corycia 
temerata were also seen. 

In July, during my holiday at Stafford, I observed the 
following species at electric light : — Pygara bucephala, Amphi- 
daaya betularia var. doubledayaria, Leucania comma, Agrotia ex- 
clamationia, Fidonia piniaria, Arctia caia, Mameatra peraicaria, 
Cidaria dotata, Melanippe montanata, Abraxaa groaatdariata, Tor' 
trix foaterana, &c. I also paid a visit to Cannock Chase, where, 
though unprovided with a net, I was fortunate in being able to 
secure specimens of Aapilatea atrigillaria, a nice series of Eupi- 
thecia nanata, Acidalia inornata, Pleurota bicoatella, Grapholitha 
germinana, Tinea fuacipunctella, Gelechia leucvleUa, Sericoris 
lacuana, and other commoner species, 

Ipswioh : September, 1898. 
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TWO NEW COCOID^ FEOM LAGOS, W. AFRICA. 
By T. D. a. Cockbrell, N. M. Agr. Exp. Sta. 

Lecanium strachani, n. sp. 

?. Perfectly flat, very broad; length and breadth each about 
5 mm.; anterior margin rounded; hind margin truncate. Light 
brown, the dorsal surface covered with glassy secretion, which in the 
middle of the back is more or less broken up into small oval plates. 
Genital aperture surrounded by cottony matter, which does not project 
beyond the margin of the scale. Legs and antennae well-developed, 
light brown; antennsB 8-segmented, formula 8415(268)7. Marginal 
opines numerous, 66 /x/x long. Skin after boiling colourless, with only 
very minute glands. The following measurements are in /a/x : — 

Antennal segments :—(l) 66, (2) 50, (3) 116, (4) 88, (5) 58, (6) 50, 
(7) 41, (8) 50. 

Coxa 215, femur with trochanter 815, tibia 249, tarsus 99. 

Egg in body of 2 265 x 166 fxfi. 

$ . Scale glassy, quite ordinary. 

Hah. Lagos, on Anona squamosa. An interesting and dis- 
tinct species, collected by Dr. H. Strachan, after whom it is named. 

Icerya seycheUarum (Westw.), race ; albolutea, n. race. 

? . On under side of leaf; about 6 mm. long and 4 broad ; dark 
red, resting on a cushion of yellow and white cotton. Dorsum entirely 
covered with bright yellow cotton. From the sides there radiate thick 
tufts (about 3 mm. long and nearly 1 broad at base) of cotton, which 
are white beneath and bright canary yellow above. Apparently no 
well-formed ovisac, but a lot of loose cottony secretion. AntennsB 
11-segmented ; the following measurements of the segments are in 
ftA*:— (2)99, (3) 99, (4) 66, (5) 50, (6) 88, (7) 88, (8) 88, (9)83, 
(10) 99, (11) 157. Width of anterior femur 149 to 199 /i/x. 

Hab. Lagos, on Anona squamosa, collected by Dr. H. Strachan. 

This is not related to I. ewarti, which Newstead described 
from Lagos, but is closely allied to I. seychellarum and I. crocea, 
although it seems not to have the glassy or silky filaments of 
those species. For the present, it may be treated as a race or 
subspecies of seychellarum. The only material of J. seychellarum 
I have seen is a small quantity in alcohol kindly sent to me by 
Dr. L. 0. Howard ; it was collected in Mauritius, and sent to the 
Department of Agriculture by Mr. D. Morris of Kew. Comparing 
this with alholutea^ I find the antennae almost the same, but 
segment 8 measures 116 av*, 4 is 83 At/tt, and there are other such 
small differences, which may not be constant. The legs of seychel- 
larum are darker than those of albolutea, with very curved tarsi, 
and the bristles on the femur and tibia are stronger and longer. 
The anterior legs of the two forms measure as follows in fifi : — 

Coxa Trochanter Femur Tibia Tarsus Claw 

• I.albolutea 831 182 516 533 232 66 

L seychellarum 398 265 514 580 265 66 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

LaBYJB op SlffESINTHUS OOELLATUS DESTBOTBD BY WaSPS.— Dr. 

Gardner informs me that the depreciations of the wood- wasp deprived 
him this summer of a large and promising brood of 8. ocellatus. For 
long he noticed that the tale of caterpillars was diminishing, and only 
discovered the cause by accidentally observing one of the wasps engaged 
in his act of murder and robbery combined. The wasp planted himself 
on the back of an unfortunate larva, and deliberately cut him in two 
with his jaws, seizing the capital half, carefully tucking in the head, 
and flew off with it. Soon after he returned for the caudal half. — 
Harold Hodgb ; 6, Crown OfiSce Row, Temple. 

A New Habitat fob L. LTomAs. — There are now a sufficient number 
of collectors who visit Switzerland every year in pursuit of our sport 
to make it a matter of interest that I can record the capture of six 
specimens of the above insect at St. Nicolas on July 18th of this year. 
I was obliged to leave that same day ; but I showed my captures to the 
Rev. G. Buckmaster, who writes me word that he followed up my path 
of luck on the following day, and was also successful in taking^L. lycidau 
— (Rev.) F. E. LowB ; St. Stephen's Vicarage, Guernsey. 

DiGBOBAifPHA FLAvmoBSANA, Kuaggs. — Through the courtesy of Dr. 
Enaggs and Mr. G. 6. Barrett I have had the opportunity of 
examining the type of D, flavidorsana, together with series of alpinanai 
Staint., and qtuBstionana^ Zell., and also the examples of D. petiverella, 
referred to by Dr. Knaggs in his paper {ante, pp. 201-208). All these 
specimens were subsequently exhibited at a meeting of the Entomo- 
logical Society of London. Dr. Enaggs has already clearly shown, in 
the article cited, that the name fiavidorsana is the prior one for the 
insect we have long known as D. alpmana^ Staint., and more recently 
as qiuEstionana, Zell. There is no doubt whatever that all three 
descriptions apply to the same species ; and it is equally beyond 
contention that Jiavidorsana is much earlier than qtUBntionana. The 
* Manual' name cannot stand, as a D, alpinana was described by 
Treitschke in the year 1880 ; and this is not the same species as that 
referred to as alpinana by Stainton. Some more or less aberrant spe- 
cimens of D. petiverella were at one time doubtfully referred to D.flavi- 
dorsana, and it is probably due to this fact that the latter is so generally 
considered to be a variety of the former. In 1881 1 captured and bred 
specimens of D, flavidorsana in North Devon, and published a note on 
the occurrence at the time (Entom. xiv. 159). Several of the Micro- 
lepidopterists of that date, to whom I showed the specimens, held the 
opinion that they were alpinana of the * Manual,' and in this view they 
are now proved to have been correct. At the same time, however, thev 
were in error in maintaining that the insects had nothing to do with 
flavidorsana^ which they insisted upon relegating to D. petiverella as a 
form of that species. — Righabd South ; 100, Ritherdon Road, Upper 
Tooting, S.W. 

The Insect Fauna of Hastings and St. Leonabds. — The Rev. £• 
N. Bloomfield has published a third * Supplement ' to this local list. 
, A large number of additions are brought forward. 
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I 

British Dbagonflies. — We note that the subscription price of the 
work on * British Dragonflies,' by Mr. "W. J. Lucas, to be published by 
Mr. L. Upcott Gill, of the Strand, London, has been raised to fifteen 
shillings ; and it is intimated that the price will be further increased 
to a guinea on publication. 

Laby^ op Tinea vastblla inpestino the Hobns op the Antelope. — 
We referred {anUy p. 168) to a letter on this subject, {published in 
* Nature ' for June 9th last. In the number dated September 15th of 
the same journal the matter is further considered, and from this it would 
appear that the larva in question does attack the living horns. 

The Pbesbnt Pbioes op the Oldeb Wobks on Bbitish Entomoloot. 
— ^As enquiries are frequently being made respecting the above, it has 
been thought that a few particulars on the subject might perhaps be 
of more or less general interest. With a view, therefore, of obtaining 
some idea of the current market value of such books, the catalogues of 
various Natural History booksellers, both British and foreign, have 
been consulted ; and the results, so far as concerns the works enume- 
rated below, are submitted for the information of those who may be 
curious in such matters. Other books will be referred to as opportunity 
offers. 

Albin (E). 'Natural History of English Insects.' Illustrated with 
100 copper-plates, curiously engraven from the life, and exactly 
coloured by the author ; 100 hand-coloured plates ; and 100 leaves 
of text. Large 4to. Date 1720. — This work is not often found 
mentioned in catalogues; but occasionally a copy, bound in calf, 
may be had for about £2 12s. Qd. 

Albin (E.) and Derham (6.). ' Insectorum AnglisB Naturalis His- 
toria.' 100 plates. Date 1781. — This is quoted in a foreign cata- 
logue at 15 marks. 

' Aurelian,' The. Harris (Moses). Date 1778. With forty-four Coloured 
plates. — Not often quoted in catalogues. A **fine copy" was 
offered in the year 1891 at £i 10s. The third edition (1794), with 
46 coloured plates, has been listed at £1 16s. ; whilst the Westwood 
edition, brought out in 1840 at the price of £5 5s., has been marked 
in catalogues during the past ten years at from £2 to £3 Ss, — 
The late Mr. Stainton, referring to this edition of the * Aurelian ' in 
1856, when the work was selling at £i 4s., says : — ** The colouring 

. is very gaudy, and little resembles the productions of nature. For 
babies, both young and old, who like to look at picture-books, it 
may not be uninteresting; but ns a nursery toy it is rather 
expensive." 

Aurelian's 'Pocket Companion,' The. One coloured plate. Date 
1775. By the same author as the above. — Present price about 2s. 

Curtis (J.). * Farm Insects : being the Natural History and Economy 
of the insects Injurious to the Field Crops of Great Britain and 
Ireland ; and also those which Infest Barns and Granaries.' Six- 
teen coloured plates (1860). — The above edition is on sale at £1 ; 
and a later edition (1888) at 18s. Qd. 

Curtis (J.). * The Genera of British Lepidoptera.' Thirty-five coloured 

. plates (1858).— May be had from 15s. to £1 8s. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE BNTOMOLOOIST. 

Cartis*s ' Illustrations and Descriptions of the Lepidoptera found in 
Great Britain and Ireland.* 198 coloured plates (1862). — Has been 
offered at £d 12s. 6d. 

Curtis (J.). * British Entomology : Illustrations and Descriptions of 
the Genera of Insects found in Great Britain and Ireland.' 770 
coloured plates. Sixteea volumes bound in eight (1862). — The 
above was published at £28. It is sometimes quoted in catalogues 
at about £21. The original edition was published 1824-1839, and 
copies are occasionally offered at from £16 to £20. There is still 
another edition, with the contents systematically arranged. This 
is dated 1828-1840; and the present price is £21. 

Donovan (E.). * Natural History of British Insects.' Ten volumes. 
Demy 8vo. With 860 coloured plates (1782-1801).— A picked copy, 
bound half-morocco, is quoted at £3 85. Another edition, sixteen 
volumes, large 8vo, date 1802-1818, with nearly 600 coloured plates, 
is offered in a catalogue for this year at £5 10«. and £6 6s. per copy. 

Duncan (J.). * Natural History of British Butterflies.' 12mo. Thirty- 
four coloured plates. Date 1886. Price from 8«. to 6s. — About the 
same figures seem to rule for the volume on * Moths ' by this author, 
which was published in 1886. 

•Entomological Magazine,' The. (Edited by E. Newman.) Five 
volumes. 8vo. With woodcuts and plates. Date 1882-1888. — 
Sets of this periodical are now rather scarce, and are quoted at from 
£2 Us. to £8 10s. 

•Entomologist's Weekly Intelligencer,' The. (Edited by H. T. 
Stainton.) The first number was published in 1856 ; and the last, 
concluding vol. x., in 1861, — Complete bound sets range in price 
from £2 2^. to £8 8^^. 

• Entomologist,' The Weekly. (T. Blackburn.) Date 1862-1868.— 
Does not appear in any catalogue that I have had an opportunity of 
seeing. 

Harris (Moses). * An Exposition of English Insects.' Date 1782. A 
4to volume. With thirty-one copper-plates, coloured. Sometimes 
offered at £1 ; but in a catalogue of this year's date the price is 
£1 10s. for a nicely-bound copy. — An earlier work (1776), bearing 
the above title, with eleven coloured plates and a frontispiece, has 
been several times quoted in the catalogues of a foreign bookseller at 
4 marks. 

Haworth. 'Lepidoptera Britannica.' Date 1828. 8vo, calf gilt. 
Quoted at 68. — In a German list for 1891, vols, i., ii., and iv. 
(1808-1828) were offered for 18 marks ; and the «• Prodromus " for 
2^ marks. 

Humphreys (H. N.). * Genera of British Moths.' With sixty-two 
coloured plates (1861). Present price from £1 5s. to £2 2s. — * The 
Genera and Species of British Butterflies,' with thirty-two coloured 
plates, by the same author (1868), may be obtained at 6s. 

Humphreys (H. N.) and Westwood (J. 0.). * British Butterflies and 
their Transformations.' Forty-two coloured plates. 4to. (1841.) — 
Quoted at £2 2s. Another edition (1848) is priced at £1 10s. 

Humphreys (H. N.) and Westwood (J. 0.). * British Moths and their 
Transformations.' Two volumes. With 124 coloured plates. 
(1848-1845.)— This edition is offered at £5 10«.; but the 1849 
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edition is £1 10«. less; and that of 1854 is quoted at £4 10«. — The 
'Butterflies and Moths/ three volumes, all of the first edition, 
uniformly bound in rassia, are put down at £1 10s. 

Lewin (W.). ' On some Bare British Insects (Lepidoptera).' Date 
1807. 4to. With two coloured plates. — Quoted in a German list 
at 2 marks. A previous edition (1793) has been offered at Is, 6d. 

Lewin (W.). 'Insects (Lepidoptera) of Great Britain.' Text in 
English and French. With forty-six coloured plates. 4to. Date 
1795. — Copies in good condition and bound in calf are sometimes 
offered at £1 Is, 

Morris (F. 0.). * History of British Butterflies.' With seventy-one 
coloured plates. (1860 and 1864 editions). — Ranges in price from 
15s. to £1 Is., according to binding. The fifth edition (1870), with 
seventy-two coloured plates, has been quoted at 7s. 6d. per copy. 

Morris (F. 0.). * History of British Moths.' Parts 1-82. With 
sixty-four coloured plates. (1869-1863). — The subscription price 
was £B Ss. ; but copies of this edition are now quoted at I85. Sub- 
sequent editions, in four volumes, range from £*I lOs. to £4: Is. 6d. 

Samouelle (G.). 'Entomological Cabinet.' (1832-1834). — An incom- 
plete copy is set down in a recent catalogue at 10s, 

Samouelle (G.). < The Entomologist's Useful Compendium ; or an 
Introduction to the Knowledge of British Insects.' With twelve 
coloured plates. (1819). — This was published at £1 ISs,, and is 
now quoted at from 4^. Qd. to 10s. The edition with plain plates, 
published at £1, may now be had at from 3^. to 5s. 

Stainton (H. T.). • Insecta Britannica : Lepidoptera Tineina.' Ten 
plates. (1854). — Banges from 18^. to £1 Is., according to binding. 

Stainton (H. T.). 'Manual of British Butterflies and Moths.' Two 
volumes. (1857-1869). From 6s. 6d. in cloth, to 14s. in calf binding. 

Stainton (H. T.). « The Natural History of the Tineina.' Thirteen 
volumes. Eighty coloured plates. Text in English, French, 
German, and Latin. (1855-1873). — This fine work was .published 
at about £S; in a recent list it is quoted at £5 15s, ; but in other 
catalogues the price is rather higher. 

Stephens (J. F.). * Illustrations of British Entomology.' Twelve 
volumes. Royal 8vo. One hundred coloured plates. (1828-1846). — 
This work was published at £21, and may now be had for £5. Odd 
volumes are sometimes offered at from 5s. to 10s. each. 

Stephens (J. F.). * Systematic Catalogue of British Insects.' (1829). 
— Quoted from 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d. The original price was £1 7s. 

* Substitute,' The. (Edited by H. T. Stainton.) Date 1856-1857.— 
The name of this periodical does not often occur in catalogues. It 
was quoted last year at 4s. 6d. 

Westwood (J. 0.). ' Introduction to the Modern Classification of 
Insects. Two volumes. Coloured plates. (1839-1840). The 
present price ranges from £1 lis, 6d. to £2 2s., according to quality 
of binding. 

Wilkinson. 'British Tortrices.' (1859). — Quoted in a catalogue of 
this year's date at 10«. Qd. ; but in a German list of 1891 it stood 
at 26^ marks. 

Wilkes (B.). *One hundred and twenty Copper-plates of English 
Moths and Butterflies : representing their Changes into the Oater- 
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pillar, Chrysalis, and Fly states; and the Plants, Flowers, and 
Fruits whereon they Feed ; with a Natural History of the Moths 
and Butterflies; describing the Method of Managing, Preserving, 
and Feeding them. 4to, cloth. 1773. — The above was published 
at £9 ds., and may now be had occasionally at £2 lOs. or £S. 
Wood's * Index.' Large paper edition. 1889.— From £3 3«. to ^65 6»., 
according to condition and colouring. In a German list, of about 
two years ago, a copy was offered at 30 marks. 

The Westwood edition of the above (1864) is quoted at from 
^62 10«. to £3 10s, ; while the Westwood * Supplement * may some- 
times be obtained separately at about 10«. 

R. S. 



OAPTUBES AND FIELD EEP0RT8. 

COLIAS EDUSA IN NOBTH-WEST LoNDON. — Oq Aug. 30th, aS I WES GQ 

my way to the Zoological Gardens, I saw a male C. edusa near Regent's 
Park. The day was a warm one, and the specimen was evidently freshly 
hatched and was flying strongly, but I did not attempt to catch it, as it 
looked so lovely in the sunshine, and I have a good series. Is this 
butterfly often seen in London ? The species was common at Devonport in 
1892, but scarce there in 1893 and 1894.— F. D. Welch ; 8, Brandram 
Road, Lee, S.E. 

CoLiAS EDUSA IN Kbnt. — I took a male specimen in flne condition on 
the sands near Sandwich, on Aug. 20th.— W. G. Luoas; Kingston-on- 
Thames. 

CoLiAS EDUSA IN SuFFOLE. — A male specimen of (7. edtisa was caught 
here on Sept. 10th.— Edward Ransom; Sudbury, Suff'olk, Oct. 4th, 1898. 

Second Brood of Smerinthus populi. — On May 36th I took two 
specimens of 8. popuU, male and female. The male 1 killed, keeping the 
female to obtain eggs. The eggs hatched out on June 9th, and in due 
course the caterpillars went to ground. I was surprised on looking in my 
box on Aug. ISth to find a perfect insect of 8. popiUi, several others 
emerging a few days later. Is this not of unusual occurrence? as the 
chrysalids were not forced in any way ; or is the species usually double- 
brooded? — Jack Forster; Arundel House, Hayling Island, Hants. 

[There are previous records of this species attaining the perfect state 
in late summer or early autumn ; the most recent cases are referred to, 
Entom. xxix. 316, and xxx. 274. — Ed.] 

AoHBRONTiA ATROPos IK Kent. — A perfect specimen of A. atropos was 
taken in the Oalverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, on Oct. 3rd last. — R. A. 
Dallas Beeohinq. 

GuouLLiA ASTERis NEAR WiNDBR&iBRB. — On Sept. 16th, noticing great 
quantities of golden-rod (8olidago virgaurea) growing in a wood to the 
north-west of Windermere Lake, I determined to beat for EupUhecia 
larvse, and with the possible chance of turning up C, astern. It was not 
long before a wriggling, shiny and brightly-striped larva fell into the 
umbrella, and I felt that my luck had not forsaken me. Though I had 
never seen it before I felt sure, from the description, that it was none other 
than dsteris, I gave up beating, and by searching found three more. Two 
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were quite full fed, and as the plant was well-nigh over, I do not douht 
that others had turned. The next day I went in quest of the same insect 
in an opposite direction near Winster, and was greatly rewarded by again 
discovering this beautiful caterpillar, finding as many as seventeen ; and 
on a subsequent search near the same ground on Sept. 19th, adding nearly 
two dozen more. I had no idea the species was so common, and a little 
systematic searching was all that was required.. The larva is a very con- 
spicuous object, and lies quite exposed near the top of the plant amongst 
the flowers, which it seems to eat in preference to the leaves. There are 
four distinct varieties as regards colour : — 1, a pale yellowish green ; 2, a 
darker olive-green tint ; 3, a delicate pink ; and 4, a similar pink ground, 
but having the two stripes on either side of mediodorsal stripe, which was 
in all cases a bright yellow, of a distinctly dark maroon colour. The plants 
in this place were not so far advanced, and though many of the larvsa were 
full-grown, some seemed to belong to a later brood. All but four had spun 
their cocoons by Sept 29th. A dried-up skin of a larva and one pupa of 
an insect very similar, if not identical, have been given me by a friend 
living near Lake Side. He found the two larvsa early in August, feeding 
on Michaelmas daisv in his garden. They certainly belong to the 
''sharks," and as certainly are not chamomiUa or umbratica; and my reason 
for doubting that they are asteris is that six weeks is a long period for the 
larval stage of any of this genus to extend over, and my asteris larvae 
refused to eat Michaelmas daisy leaves, though they nibbled at the flowers. 
I wonder if they can possibly be (7. gnaphaliu I believe the two larvsa 
have been taken in company in Daren th Wood. It is to be hoped that the 
one pupa which I possess will live to tell its own tale in course of time. — 
Abthub Miles Moss ; Kendal, Oct. 12th, 1898. 

Sphinx gonvolvuli im England. — Records of the capture of this 
species during September and October of the present year have been 
received as follows : — 

Berkshire. — On Sept. 17th I had a female 8, convolvuli brought to me, 
and on the 20th a male ditto, both taken within half a mile of my house. — 
W. E. Butleb ; Hayling House, Oxford Road, Reading, Oct. 1st, 1898. 

Devonshire (North). — By the kindness of Dr. Ernest Gardner, of Ilfra- 
combe, I was enabled to take several specimens of 8. convolvuli towards the 
latter end of September. All were taken in the same garden, as they 
hovered round a large patch of the tobacco-plant in flower. With the 
regularity of clockwork they came down each night at 6.30. Variation in 
the light did not seem to aflect them at all. Less than half an hour's 
work on two successive evenings brought eight specimens to the net. We 
could have taken more, but it seemed a pity to make too severe an 
onslaught on a flne species, so uncertain in its appearance in this country. 
One evening. Dr. Gardner tells me, there were as many as thirty of these 
great moths flying around the tobacco-plants at the same time. He had 
never come across the species in any stage in the district before. 8phinx 
Ugustri and 8merinthus oceUatus he had met with, commonly breeding them 
every year. — Habold Hodge ; 6, Crown Ofl&ce Row, Temple. 

Essex, — On Sept. 22nd 1 had a specimen of 8, convolvuli brought to 
me, that had been taken at Stratford a few days before — A. W. Mera ; 
79, Capel Road, Forest Gate, Sept. 26th, 1898. 

Oloucestershire. — From Sept 20th to 24th 1 have had every evening the 
great pleasure of watching the flight of 8. convolvuli, the very perfection 
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of grace and power, as these fine insects swooped down upon my large 
Nicotiana bed, and darted from flower to flower, sucking out the honey with 
their long probosces while poised on quivering wing. Probably, altogether, 
a dozen were seen, of which my son and I took four, mostly in excellent 
condition. — (Rev.) Alexakder Nash; Standish Vicarage, Stonehouse, 
Glos., October 17th, 1898. 

Hampshire* — Several specimens of S. convolvuli were taken at Christ- 
church during the month of September. — A. Druitt ; Christchurch, Hants. 

Kent — Two very fine specimens of 8. convolvuU were captured here on 
Oct. 3rd.— R. A. Dallas Beeohing; 24, St. James Road, Tunbridge 
Wells. From Sept. 19th to 24th my friend Mr. V. Horsley and myself 
captured eleven specimens of S. convolvuU hovering over beds of the 
tobacco-plant.— F. A. Small; 96, Westgate, Canterbury, Oct. 6th, 1898. 
I was fortunate in capturing a fine specimen of 8» convolvuli near Tun- 
bridge Wells on Oct. 3rd. I took a lovely specimen here a few years 
ago.— M. M. Phipps; Woodside View, Victoria Road, Southborough, 
Oct. 11th, 1898. From Sept. 17th to 24th I took nine specimens of 
8, convolvtUi flying over tobacco-plants in our garden ; and a worn one was 
brought to me by a boy, who found it on the pavement. Three of the nine 
were in good condition, but the others were only fair. — D. Chittenden ; 
Carlton Villas, Hunter Road, Willesborough,Ashford, Kent, Oct. 15th, 1898. 

MiddUsex.^lvk passing the church of All Hallows, Barking, near 
Tower Hill, City, last Tuesday, Sept. 20th, 1 saw a fine specimen of 

5. convolvuli near the church porch, but out of reach ; a lad, however, dis- 
lodged it with his cap, and it was finally captured opposite the church, in 
Mark Lane Station, unfortunately somewhat rubbed by the summary 
method of dislodgment. This is the second specimen of 8. convolvuU I 
have captured in the (jondon district, the previous one being taken at rest 
about ten years ago, in Fernie Park Road, Crouch Hill.— Henry A. Kino ; 

6, Harringay Park, Crouch End, Sept. 24th, 1898. 

Somersetshire. — My son Mr. A. Basil Cottam too)£ two fine specimens of 
S. convolvuli, both in excellent condition, hovering over flowers of Nicotiana 
affinis at dusk in his garden at Bramblecroft, Bridgwater, last month. 
The first, taken on Sept. 23rd, is a male ; the second, a fine female, was 
taken on the 25th. When he saw the last he had no net, so he struck it 
down with his straw-hat, and picked it up, stunned, but quite uninjured. 
He remarks that he saw others in his garden, but all were hovering over 
one particular plant of Nicotiana, though there were a number of other 
plants of it all round and in full bloom which the moths entirely neglected. 
A third specimen was taken in the garden of the adjoining house on 
Sept. 20th, but was much damaged by rough handling. — Arthur Cottam ; 
Eldercroft, Watford, Oct. 17th, 1898. 

Suffolk. — The capture of several specimens of 8. convolvuU at Henley 
and Westerfield, near Ipswich, has been recorded in our morning newspaper 
this week, under the heading, " Giant-moth in Suffolk." Apparently it is 
common this year. — Claude A. Pyktt; 28, Waterloo Road, Ipswich, 
Sept. 25th, 1898. 

Surrey. — I received a specimen of 8. convolvuli taken at Ewell on 
Sept. 21st. — A. FiCKLiN, Junr. ; Norbiton, Kingston-on-Thames. A nice 
specimen of 8. convolvuli, which flew into a house at Hambledon about the 
end of September, was sent to me, and arrived in good condition. — W. 
Aston ; Fairfield East, Kingston-on-Thames. It may be of interest to 
record the capture of a specimen of 8, convolvuli on Sept 29 th, at Addle- 
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stone, Surrey, by my nephew. The insect was forwarded to me by post, 
alive. T- E. H. Taylob ; 6, Elsenham Gardens, Southfields, S.W. Be- 
tween Sept. 14th and 17th I had four specimens of 8. convolvuli brought 
me by boys, all of them having been found in one portion of the parish. — 
(Rev.) J. E. Tarbat ; Holmlea, Weybridge. 

Worceiter shire. — Two specimens of 8. convolvuli have occurred at 
Malvern ; one was unfortunately caught by a cat and, as a matter of course, 
came to grief. The second was taken in a greenhouse, in fair condition. I 
have also heard of others having been seen flying over Nicotiana affinis.—' 
W. Edwabds. 

NoNAGRiA OANNJB. — Mr. E. A. Bowles and myself obtained a grand 
lot of pupsB of N, canruB at Horning in July last. — M. M. Edblsten ; 
The Elms, Forty Hill, Enfield, N. 

Vanessa antiopa at Chrtstchuroh. — A very fine specimen of this 
insect was taken by Mr. T. Tapsell, of Christchurch, within a few miles of 
the town, in the second week in August. It was disturbed in a small plan- 
tation of oak, birch, and willow. — ^A. Druitt ; Christchurch, Hants, 
Oct. 1st, 1898. 

Captures in the Tunbridoe Wells District. — I have been fortunate 
in capturing several scarce insects this season, and from among them I 
should like to mention a few I have taken for the first time in this district, 
Two of them I think are of great interest, Agrotis cinerea and Spilodes 
palealis, as I never heard of either of these species being taken except on 
the chalk, and generally near the coast. One specimen of Ennomosfus- 
cantaria is of a much lighter shade, less of the fuscous colour than some I 
have from York. Also Apamea ophiogramma: I believe I have taken this 
species here before, but am not quite certain, as the few previous specimens 
have always been too much worn to properly identify them ; the present 
example is darker than some I have from Cambridge ; it is also suffused 
with a very rosy tint, which gives it a pretty effect. I should also note that 
the A. cinerea is light brown in colour, instead of the more usual slaty grey 
tint. — M. M. Phipps ; Woodside View, Victoria Road, Southborougb, Kent. 

Grasshoppers at Sugar. — Mr. W. J. Cross, of Ely, sent me a pair 
of Meconema varium, and a female Thamnotrizon cinereus, which he took off 
his sugar, in the New Forest, on Sept. 16th. The former insect I have 
on two occasions found on sugar (vide Entom. xxx. pp. ^8 and 76), but had 
not previously heard of the latter visiting it. — W. J. Luoas ; Kingston-on- 
Thames. 

Heuothis peltigera and Xanthia gilvago. — A very good specimen 
of H. peltigera was taken in a clover-field at Aberporth, Cardigan, on 
Aug. 15th ; and a fine specimen of X gilvago was taken at light here about 
the middle of September, both of this year. — J. B. Morris; Maldon 
House, Maldon Eoad, Wallington, Surrey, Oct. 16th, 1898. 

Dasychira (Orgyia) pudibunda in October. — This morning, Oct. 
19th, a fine female of 0. pudihwida emerged from a pupa in my breeding- 
cage. This cage was in a cool room, and consequently the pupa could not 
have been " forced."— E. T. B. Reeob ; Cardiff. 

Stauropus fagi at Epping.— On Sept. 20th, while beating in company 
with Mr. Garland, I took a nearly full-grown larva of 8. fagi. — Alfred 
Alper; Albert Road, Ley ton, Oct. 16th, 1898. 
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Ennomos autumnabia (alkiaria).— This insect comes to the lamp 
outside my front door nearly every year. I took two specimens, male and 
female, last month (September), and I have a batch of eggs. Three years 
ago I had a similar batch, and the larysB fed up very well, but instead of 
changing to pupse they got diseased, and all died except one. I should be 
annoyed were this to happen again, so if any of my old correspondents 
would like to try their hands at rearing the insect, I shall be pleased to 
divide the eggs between us. — J. P. Barrett; 3, St. John's Villas, St. Peter's 
Footpath, Margate. 

Hadena pisi: bxtraordinart abundakob in the larval state. — 
Last month a friend drew my attention to the fact that the larvse of H. pisi 
were to be obtained in great numbers at Shepherd's Bush. The locality 
turned out to be a large brickfield which had been in disuse for many years. 
Lying fallow for so long, the place has become a veritable wilderness. I 
noticed that the wormwood flourishes there exceedingly, and from the hollows 
the massed plants much resembled a miniature fir-forest, so dark and dense 
did they seem against the clear blue sky. In this tangled waste of thistles, 
nettles, yarrow, &e,, the melilot asserted itself strongly — sometimes attained 
a height of nearly seven feet. The larvsB of H. j>m^simply swarmed upon 
it, preferring it to any other pabulum, and large areas were completely 
devastated by these larvse. To see them resting on the bared and bleached 
stems of the melilot, fully exposed to the fierce rays of the sun, was a most 
unusual sight on one of the very hottest days of the year. Within a stride 
a score could be obtained, and all forms of the larvsB known to me were 
represented. It is no exaggeration to say that ten thousand could have 
been taken with little difficulty, and the gregarious cocoons of its parasite 
were striking objects in the brilliant sunlight, strongly resembling, super- 
ficially, nests of spiders' eggs. Although in nearly all parts of the field 
there was very strong evidence of larval depredations, the only other larvse 
I observed were a few examples of Hadena oleracea. I have omitted to 
mention that my friend saw a boy collecting H. pid at tenpence per 
thousand, and a man was also observed with a pail which he was using for 
the same purpose. I have never seen before such strong evidence of the 
voracity of lepidopterous larvae ; it therefore was a new experience, and a 
sight not easily to be forgotten by an entomologist. — x^lfred T. Mitchell; 
6, Clayton Terrace, Gunnersbury, W., Oct. Slst, 1898. 

BoARMiA RHOMBoiDARiA DOUBLE-BROODED. — A Small female of the 
above species was taken in Richmond Park at the end of last month. By 
its size and condition it is probably an example of a second brood. — AiiFRSD 
T. Mitchell; 5, Clayton Terrace, Gunnersbury, W., Oct. 21st. 

Plusia moneta in Surrey. — I may mention that early in the summer 
larva of P. moneta were again found in the same garden from which the 
species has been recorded in previous years. — (Rev.) J. E. Tarbat ; Holm- 
lea, Wey bridge. 

Errata. — P. 235, line 11, for "dominal" read "dominant"; p. 244, 
line 4, for ** Stilbia anomala" read *' Caradrina ambigua''; p. 257, for 
" Notes on Lepidoptera in 1897 " read "in 1898"; p. 268, line 6 from top, 
for ** E,frequentella (common)" read ** Coleophora lutipenneUa*'* 
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SOCIETIES. 

Entomological Society op London. — October 5th, 1898. — Mr. E. 
Trimen, F.E.S., President, in the chair. Mr. T. B. Fletcher, of H.M.S. 
• Centurion,' China Station ; Mr. Claude Fuller, of the Department of 
Agriculture, Cape Town ; Mr. Alexander Greenshields, of 88, Blenheim 
Gardens, Willesden, N.W. ; and Mr. Oliver J. J9.nson, of Cestria, 
Claremont Eoad, Highgate, N., were elected Fellows ; and Mr. John 
W. Downing, of 45, Trevelyan Eoad, Tooting Graveney, S.W., was re- 
elected a Fellow of the Society. The President announced, with deep 
regret, the deaths of Mr. Osbert Salvin, F.E.S., a member of the 
Council, and of Dr. E. Candeze, a Fellow of the Society, which had 
taken place since the previous meeting. The President also announced 
that the late Mrs. Stainton had bequeathed to the Society such 
entomological works from her husband's library as were not already in 
its possession. This bequest was of great importance, and would add 
to ihe Library a large number of works, many of which, formerly in 
the library of J. F. Stephens, were old and now scarce. Among the 
more important additions were copies of Clerck's * Icones Insectorum 
rariorum ' ; Say's • American Entomology ' (1817), a work of extreme 
rarity; Goeze's 'EntomologischeBeytrage,' complete; Donovan's * In- 
sects of New Holland' ; LinnsBUs's * Systema NatursB,* ed. x. ; Godart 
and Duponchel's * L6pidopt6res de France ' ; Harris's * The Aurelian,' 
ed. i. ; and Sepp's * Nederlandsche Insecten. * There were also 
numerous modern works dealing with the lepidopterous fauna of 
Europe. Mr. J, J. Walker exhibited a black form of Clytus mysticus, 
L. (var. hieroglyphicm), taken by Mr. Newstead at Chester, where about 
one per cent, of the specimens were of that variety ; also a black variety 
of Leiopus nebuhsus, L., from the New Forest. Mr. Tutt exhibited an 
example of Euchlo'e cardamines irregularly suffused with black markings, 
and a series of local varieties of Lepidoptera from Wigtonshire. Mr. S. 
Image exhibited a specimen of Acidalia herbariata, taken in South- 
ampton Eow. Prof. Poulton showed and made remarks on specimens 
of Precis octavia-natalensis and Precis sesamus. These strikingly dis- 
similar insects had been shown by Mr. G. A. E. Marshall to be of 
seasonal forms of the same species ; from two eggs laid by a female of 
the first mentioned (summer) form he had bred one imago resembling 
the parent, and one which was of the blue sesamus form. On behalf 
of Dr. Knaggs, Mr. South exhibited a series of Dicrorampha, the 
synonymy of which was discussed by him and Mr. Barrett, D. flavU 
dorsana, Enaggs, being shown to be a good species. Mr. Barrett 
exhibited and made remarks on specimens of Lozopera beatricella, Wals., 
from Folkstone, and the allied species. Mr. Porritt showed examples 
of Arctia Ivhricipeda, obtained by continued selection of the parents, 
and probably the darkest ever bred in this country. Mr. Adkin ex- 
hibited a long series of Taniocampa gothicuy to show the results of 
breeding by continued selection, and some remarkable forms of Abraxas 
grossulariata from Pitcaple. Mr. F. Merrifield read a paper, illustrated 
by a large number of specimens, on ** The colouring of PupsB of P. 
machaon and P. napi caused by exposing the pupas to coloured sur- 
roundings." The pupflB of both species were found to be modified by the 
surroundings of the larvsa, the effect being extremely marked in the case 
of P. napi. When the larvte of the latter species were kept in a cage 



Digitized by 



Google 



270 THE ENTOMOLOGIST. 

half orange-ooloured and half blaok, all but foi\r of the pupae on the 
roof of the orange-coloured side were green with very little dark spot- 
ting» and all the pupsB on the roof of the black side were bone-coloured 
with numerous dark-brown spots. He regarded the phenomenon as 
protective. The exhibit was discussed by Prof. Poulton, who showed 
a similar series of specimens, and observed that he found the rays near 
the D line of the spectrum had the greatest ipfluence upon the incipient 
pupaB, the effect diminishing towards either the red or the violet ends. 
The effect therefore appeared to be one of luminosity. Mr. Bateson 
stated that his own experience fully confirmed Mr. Merrifield's results, 
but to establish that the green colouration of the pupsB was protective 
in the winter brood required the consideration of a number of points, 
so far untouched. Mr. G. H. Verrall read a paper on ** Syrphidae col- 
lected by Colonel Yerbury at Aden/' the specimens, together with some 
rare British Diptera, being exhibited by Col. Yerbury. Papers were 
communicated by Mr. G. C. Champion on ** The Clavioom Coleoptera 
of St. Vincent, Grenada, and the Grenadines,*' based on the determi- 
nations of M. Grouvelle, and by the Bev. T. A. Marshall on ** The 
British BraconidsB, Part VIII."— W. F. H. Blandfobd, Hon. Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natural Histobt Society. — 
Sept. 22iui.--Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. Mr. R. 
Adkin exhibited a short series of Dianthcecia nana (conspersa) from 
Shetland, and read notes on the variation. He also exhibited, on 
behalf of Mr. Beid, of Pitcaple, a long series of Taniocampa gothica, 
the result of breeding from selected parents through some four genera- 
tions, and read notes on the variation; a very distinct form of variation 
of Abraxas grossulanatay in which the black markings were absent from 
the central areas of all the wings, the discoidal marks only being 
present ; a series of Melanthia bicolorata var. plumbeolata ; and very fine 
examples of Pachnobia hyberborea (alpina) from Perthshire. Mr. Lucas, 
specimens of five of the less common species of British dragonfiies, 
viz. : — Sympetrum sanguineum and lAbellula fulva, from Sandwich, 
Kent ; 8, flaveolum and JEschna mixta ^ from Ockham Common ; and 
Agrion mercuriale, from the New Forest. Mr. Tutt, a large number of 
Zonosoma annulata (omicronaiia), bred by Dr. Biding from selected 
parents, to show the nereditary nature of the absence of the annulus. 
Some seventy-five per cent, of the imagines bred were without the 
annulus on the fore wings. The President, for Mr. Thornhill, a 
curiously-marked specimen of Euchlo'e cardamines from Cambs, having 
two wings curiously clouded with black ; and for Mr. Manger, a box of 
insects of all orders, captured at sea, among which were DeilepkUa 
livamica, Chcerocampa celerio, Macroglossa steUatarum^ PattUa nutcrops^ 
Abraxa perampla, and Acridium peregrinum, Mr. Dolman, a wonderful 
specimen of Abraxas grossulariata, taken on a tree-trunk by a boy, in 
which the black markings were normal, but having the ground colour 
of a uniform deep orange ; and ova of Aporia cratiBgi, from Dover. 
Mr. HaU, several specimens of an ant found in the burrows of Sena 
sphegiformis. Mr. West, of Greenwich, bred specimens of the Hemi- 
ptera, Podisus lundm and OoniocertLs venator, both from Box Hill. 
Mr. Turner, a bred series of Porthesia chrysorrhcea from North Kent 
larvaB ; a larva of Dicranura bifida. Mr. Dennis, the ova of Theela 
w-aibiim under the microscope. — Hy. J. Turner, Hon. EepoH Sec. 
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BiBMiNGHAM ENTOMOLOGICAL SooiETY. — September 19thy 1898. — Mr. 
G. T. Bethune Baker in the chair. Mr. R. 0. Bradley showed Brachy- 
palpm himaculatus from Sutton, one female, taken on July 8rd this 
year. He said that the species was exceedingly rare, almost the only 
other captures he knew of being two males taken in Sherwood Forest 
in 1892, by himself and Mr. C. J. Wainwright. Mr. A. H. Martineau, 
Ammophila sabulosa, bred from a pupa found in the New Forest last 
June ; also SpUomena troglodytes and Stigmus solstagi from Solihull, both 
of which, he said, were amongst the smallest species of our British 
Aculeates. Mr. W. Wynn, Cosmia affinis, Numeria pulveraria, Cidaria 
ribesiaria Euholia cervinaria, and a long, bred, and very beautiful series 
of Triphcena fimbria, all from Hampton in Arden ; also a long, bred 
series of Cucullia verbasci from Wyre Forest, and a single specimen of 
Acidalia straminata from Wyre Forest, the latter being a new record. 
Mr. H. Willoughby Ellis, a series of beetles from Cannock Chase, 
including Orchesi micans, Miscodea arctica, and many others. Mr. G. T. 
Bethune-Baker, two drawers from his collection, containing the genera 
Neptisy Junonia, and lAmenitis, 

The meetings of this Society will be held for the future at the 
Norwich Union Chambers, Congreve Street, Birmingham. They are 
held on the third Monday in each month, and entomologists are 
cordially invited to be present. — Colbran J. Wainwright, Hon, Sec. 

Kendal Entomological Society. — October 10th, 1898. — The 
President in the chair. There was a good attendance, and three new 
members were elected. The room is now excellently lighted with 
incandescent gas-lights, and is altogether very comfortable and satis- 
factory for meeting purposes. A paper on ** September Collecting in 
the Lake District " was read by the President, dealing chiefly with the 
search for Cidaria reticulata and Cucullia asteris ; the former of which 
has apparently vanished, and the latter, in the larval stage, has turned 
up in considerable number on the golden- rod {Solidago virgaurea). 
Vide article on C. asteris, by Eev. A. M. Moss, atite p. 264. Mr. Moss 
then reverted to the former insect, and gave the life-history of, and his 
experiences with 0. reticulata. The first note-book for the records of 
local butterflies is now in process of compilation, and was shown to the 
members present. The exhibits, produced by Messrs. Doherty, Grave- 
son, Holmes, Littlewood, Moss, Smith, and Wright, as usual, embraced 
many points of interest, and showed some good captures. As many 
as five or six specimens of Sirex gigas have been caught in the neigh- 
bourhood this year, and there seems good reason to believe that it has 
become estabhshed. Sugar has been yielding pretty plentifully lately, 
and the results embraced the following : — Phlogophora meticulosa and 
Xanthia ferruginea (both abundant), X, silago, X, cerago, Cerastis 
vacdnii, C, spadicea, Scopelosoma satellitia, Anchocelis rufina C, litura, 
Epunda nigra, Miselia oxyacanthce, one Agrotis saucia, and about nine 
Calocampa exoleta. The Secretary begs leave to modify the description 
of variety of Epinephele ianira, recorded in September^ The specimen 
is not like Newman's figure, and differs chiefly from the type by having 
the yellow patch replaced by almost pure white. He apologizes for 
error. — A. M. Moss, Sec, 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

hisects : Foes and Friends, By W. Egmont Eibbt, M.D. Preface by 
W. F. KiBBY, F.L.S., F.E.S. 12mo. Pp. 188. With thirty-two 
plates printed in colours. London : S. W. Partridge & Cp. 1898. 
As an elementary introduction to the study of Economic Entomo- 
logy, this little volume is not without value. It has been translated 
and adapted from a book which we are told in the preface << has had 
a large sale in Germany." The plates are superior to some that we 
have seen in works offered to the public at a very much higher price ; 
and the text is in no way less trustworthy than that of the more 
scientific manuals. 



Insect Lives as told by Themselves. By Edwabd Simpson. Small 8vo. 

Pp. 128. With twenty-three illustrations. London : The 

Religious Tract Society. (No date.) 
In the course of a series of some nineteen chapters, the author 
introduces several more or less familiar insects, and gives an account 
of the life-history and other particulars connected with each one 
as he is supposed to have ascertained them by an "interview" 
with the creature itself. Although perhaps not exactly new, this style 
of treatment is well chosen, as it is more likely to arrest the attention 
of the general reader than would expression of the same facts in the 
orthodox language of the naturalist. We gladly welcome every work 
having for its object the popularising of the study of Entomology, and 
we believe that the book under notice will have influence in this 
direction. The price is merely nominal. 



EooNOMio Entomologt. 
The Journal of the South Eastern Agricultural College, Wye, Kent. 
Pp. 58. Illustrated. London : Headley Brothers. August, 1898. 
Contains articles by Mr. Fred. V. Theobald on insects that are in- 
jurious to fruit and forest trees. The same observer points out that 
" grease-banding" is of little use as a preventive against the attack of 
the ** winter moth," Cheimatobia hrumata, as the females of this species 
** are carried in copula by the males up into the trees." 



The following publications, by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Division of Entomology, have been received : — 

The San Jose Scale in 1896-1897. By L. 0. Howard. Bulletin, No. 12. 
New Series, pp. 80. Washington, 1898. 

The Periodical Cicada : an Account of Cicada septendecim, its Natural 
Enemies, and the means of preventing its Injury ; with a Summary 
of the Distribution of the Different Broods. By 0. L. Mablatt. 
Bulletin, No. 14. New Series, pp. 148. With frontispiece, 
three plates, and figures in the text. Washington, 1898. 

Bibliography of the more Important Contributions to American Economic 
Entomology. Part VI. The more important writings published 
between June 80th, 1888, and December 80th, 1896. By Nathan 
Banks. Pp. 273. Washington, 1898. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iiAN Q 1899 



THE ENTOMOLOGIST 



Vol. XXXL] DECEMBEK. 1898. [No. 427. 



FORFICULA LESNEI, Finot. 
By W. J. Lucas, B.A., F.E.S. 



In an early number of the present volume of the 'Entomo- 
logist^ (ante, p. 49), I recorded and figured a male of what was 
then considered a rare British earwig, Forficula lesnei, which had 
been captured near Reigate by Mr. W. West, of Greenwich. 
During the past season (1898), while searching more especially 
for Hemiptera, the same indefatigable collector was on the alert 
for F. Usnei, and his efforts were crowned with unlooked-for 
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success. He tells me that on Sept. 1st, while beating birch in 
the neighbourhood of Leatherhead, he took two males. On the 
3rd of the same month, at Eeigate, using the sweeping-net from 
10 a.m. till 3 p.m. for Hemiptera, he swept every patch of Ononis 
he could find, but not an earwig came to the net. But when 
beating whitethorn, hazel, &c., F. lesnei tumbled into the 
umbrella quite commonly. There were full-grown males and 
females, as well as immature specimens. The mature males 
were more common than the females in the same state. From 
Mr. West*s experience last season no collector of the Forficularia 
ought to be without F. lesnei in his collection, but he must use 
the umbrella, and not sweep Ononis as suggested in my 
previous note. 

In connectbn with the same insect, Mr. W. J. Ashdown tells 
me that this earwig has occurred in many places near Leather- 
head during September and October, and in some localities 
appears to replace F. auricularia. He takes them in the 
sweeping-net, and by beating old hedges, and does not find that 
they are attached to any one plant or shrub in particular. 
Mr. Ashdown calls attention to the fact that in many of the 
males the apices of the forceps are not gaping but contiguous, 
so that this fails as a method of distinguishing the species. The 
proportionate length of the dilated part also varies, and small 
specimens have the forceps more elongate, though none of them 
resemble the figure of F. puhescens that Mr. Burr gave in the 
Ent. Mo. Mag. 1897, p. 148. The antennae of F. lesnei are 
stated to have twelve joints, and those of F. puhescens thirteen ; 
but this is not of much use for purposes of identification, as 
earwigs are frequently found with their antennae a few joints 
short, perhaps due to their occasionally carnivorous habits. 

The figures represent a mature female, and the forceps of a 
male with the left branch deformed, which, through the kindness 
of Mr. West, I have been able to add to my collection. Both 
are magnified three diameters. 

November, 1898. 



A PEW NOTES ON AOIDALIA HUMILIATA, Hupn. 

By p. W. Abbott. 

Thbough the kindness of my friend Mr. A. J. Hodges, I 
received, on June 29th last, eighteen ova which had been de- 
posited on the 26th and 27th of that month by a captive female 
taken by him in the Isle of Wight. I am also indebted to my 
friend Mr. L. B. Prout, P.E.S., for reference to and copious 
extracts from Sepp and from Milliere, from the former of whom 
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I quote the following descriptions for comparison with the results 
of my observation of the various stages of the ovum and larva 
as far as they have yet progressed ; — 

Acidalia oBseatay W. V. {= humiliata, Hufn.), Sepp's *Neder- 
landische Insekten/ 2nd series, vol. iv. pp. 50, et seq. 

The writer captured a fertile female in July, 1877, upon the 
dunes at Overveen, which laid six ova on July 13th, of which 
five hatched on July 23rd. 

"Eggs light red, covered with network of regular cells, 
somewhat more greyish and with smaller cells than those of 
dilutaria. . . . When first hatched the larvae were dark grey, 
with black heads and a short hair on each segment, . . . but 
soon became lighter in colour, and towards the first moult pale 
red-brown; much less slender than most Acidalia larvae, and 
hence cannot roll up in the peculiar spiral form taken by many 
of the genus. First moult Aug. 2nd-4th, second moult end of 
August and beginning of September. They continued active 
and feeding until the end of September, yet always fed slowly 
and sparingly. . . . The larva becomes after the first moult 
somewhat lighter coloured than originally, yet still almost 
markingless. The markings and colour of the full-grown larva 
do not appear until after the second moult, and are most distinct 
shortly after the third moult. Skin is very rough, entirely 
covered with wart-like spots, with several short thick hairs on 
head, prolegs, prothorax, and anus ; one only (equally short) on 
each middle segment, thickened (club-shape) at the tip.'' 

In the above extracts I have only quoted as far as the third 
moult, reserving the remainder of Sepp's very full description 
until the larvse under my observation have successfully attained 
their full growth, as it renders comparison with my own observa- 
tions more easy. 

I am of opinion that the egg is not attached to the food- 
plant, but is laid in a manner similar to those of the Hepialids, 
in which Mr. Hbdges confirms me from his previous experience 
of the species in its wild state, which extends over several 
seasons past. The keenest observation that I have been able to 
bring to bear upon this interesting species, in this the first 
attempt to rear it in captivity, has failed to detect up to the 
present stage any material discrepancy or inaccuracy in the 
exhaustive description by the well-known continental authority 
from whom I have quoted above, with the exception of the dates 
of the early moults and a few minor details. These are probably 
due to the hereditary effects of climatic influence and isolation 
in the solitary colony which, as far as has been found at present, 
constitutes the only foothold of the species in England. 

The ova which I had under observation were apple-shaped, 
of a light brick-red, reticulated with small and uniformly sym- 

2o2 



Digitized by 



Google 



276 THB BNTOMOLOGIST, 

metrical shallow cells, growing darker until the larvae emerged, 
from July 6th to 8th. They soon became lighter in colour, and 
towards the first moult became light reddish brown, as described 
above ; and in this particular I am glad to be able to confirm 
Sepp's description, as Milliere states that the colour in this 
stage is " white inclining to greenish," which I do not find to be 
the case. 

With regard to the position assumed by the larva when dis- 
turbed from its food-plant, I find it most nearly to resemble a 
broad U-shape, which appears, from the general habits of this 
very sluggish larva, to be merely the result of lethargy. 

With regard to the dates of the first and second moult, my 
observations correspond within a few days with those quoted 
above ; but some of the larvae under my care appear to have made 
their third moult before the end of September, and upon which 
the markings more nearly assimilate to those of the full-grown 
larva. They all appear to be most erratic feeders, a few warm 
days causing them to be quite lively and to feed well ; whilst a 
short spell of cold weather had the effect of making them sit 
on their food-plant as though they were going into hybernation 
at once. 

A striking feature in the larva, in its third skin, is the " fish- 
scale form" pattern, which is most distinct on segment 8, and 
which is noted by Sepp, whose description I will quote further 
when I have completed my observations of the later stages of 
this most interesting larva, should I be fortunate enough to get 
them safely through hybernation. At present they appear to be 
healthy, and I have every hope that I shall be able to complete 
my observations of the entire life-history. 

I was in the Isle of Wight with Mr. Hodges this year during 
June, and in company with him I made my first acquaintance 
with the species in its somewhat inaccessible locality. I spent 
about three hours at the most tiring collecting that I ever 
remember to have experienced, owing to the roughness of the 
ground. However, as I was successful in obtaining five speci- 
mens, mostly in very fine condition, I felt amply repaid for my 
exertions. I did not, however, succeed in getting any females, 
but subsequent comparison in a series captured by Mr. Hodges 
shows them to be much smaller than the males, and with 
narrow pointed wings, whereas the males have fuller, broader, 
and rounded wings. 
Sutton Coldfield. 



Digitized by 



Google 



277 

THE SUMMER SEASON OF 1898. 
By Albert J. Hodges. 

I HAVE noticed, since my return from active collecting this 
season, a great sparseness of " records '* of interesting species of 
Lepidoptera : whether this arises from the absence of good 
species in general, or from fear of the ** Extermination Com- 
mittee's " wrath, I know not ; but it Is regrettable, from whatever 
cause arising. 

I did not emerge from my " hybernation " until June, and 
even then it almost needed to build a fire under me before I 
could be got to work ; and I think but for the persevering energies 
of Mr. P. W. Abbott in stimulating my ardour with prospects of 
enjoyable trips that I should have let the season pass. However, 
June 6th saw me well under way to Wicken, in company with 
Mr. J. P. Mutch, where by arrangement we met Mr. Abbott, 
thus completing our trio. The abnormal cold nights of that 
month are a matter of history, and we certainly found the mid- 
night temperature approaching arctic severity. Our first few 
nights resulted in nothing beyond Apamea unanimis, and single 
specimens of Meliana Jlammea, Arsilonche venosa, &c. ; but, 
nothing daunted, the well-known " Eddystone " shed its radiance 
nightly, and, as usual, perseverance had its reward. The " little 
favourite " of the fen evidently dislikes the ** madding crowd" of 
common moths, for its appearances were reserved for nights 
when there was hardly an insect on the wing. Upon one occa- 
sion, during the whole night from 10 p.m. to dawn, only five 
moths came to the light, of which two were Hydrilla palustris. 
Between June 11th and 17th (when we left) our trio captured 
twenty-one specimens, including one black variety, which fell to 
the lot of Mr. Abbott. Our greatest take in one evening was 
eight, which I trust is a " record." There were on some evenings 
no less than seven lamps at work besides our own, and, as I can 
only account for a total take of about forty specimens, I think 
the **Eddy8tone's" share of twenty-one a very good percentage. 
By day we found the usual numbers of Bankia argentula at Chip- 
penham, where I also understand that larvsB of Plusia chryson 
were in fair plenty. We were too early for Tuddenham, but 
found Lithostege griseata in some numbers. 

A fortnight of fen work being, in our opinion, ample for any- 
one at a time, we packed up, and went to Freshwater, arriving 
there on June 18th, losing no time, but spending the same 
evening on the nearest approach we could find to fens, namely, 
a tidal estuary, odoriferous and moist. A long series of Acidalia 
emutaria rewarded us, but sugar was useless in the woods* Its 
attractiveness, however, improved during the next fortnight or 
so, culminating towards the middle of July, when I got a fine and 
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long series of Agrotis lunigera, A. corticea, A. lucemea, Hadena 
dentina, &c., upon the Downs. Earlier in the month I found the 
more sheltered spots at the foot of the Downs more remunerative, 
and from the last week of June to about July 2nd various species 
of NoctuaB were attracted in considerable numbers, amongst 
which the best were Neuria saponaria (reticulata) in unusual 
plenty, A. putris, Caradrina morpheus, with two only perfectly 
fresh Tripfuena subsequa (orbona, Hufn.). During this period 
the top of the Downs was occasionally worked, but the usual 
species appeared to be unusually late; and at the date when 
A. lunigera should have been fully out, I only succeeded in 
finding A. dnerea^ five specimens being taken at the same time 
off one clump of thistles. Setina irroreUa was in abnormal 
abundance, and I took a long and fine series by searching 
during the day, but, however, as usual, failed to find the 
'* ivi variety.'' 

My friend Mr. P. W. Abbott was very anxious to make 
acquaintance with Acidalia humiliatay and visited the spot where 
they occur, in company with me, during the last week in June, 
succeeding in capturing about half a dozen specimens ; but he 
was disappointed in not obtaining a female. In this I was 
fortunately more successful, and, having induced her to lay, I 
sent the ova to him, and have recently had the pleasure of seeing 
the larvae, and of comparing them with the continental authori- 
ties. I am much amused at the wild and frantic efforts made by 
many of our most energetic "collectors'* (I mean sale-room 
collectors) to try and persuade both themselves and their friends 
that this unwelcome little stranger has no rights of entry to their 
cabinet, and I would not like to be unkind enough to suggest 
that it is because in spacing out their columns there is no 
"blank" left for it. Another cogent reason is that it does not 
appear in " Newman," and in cutting up their label-list no mystic 
printed slip is found for it. Bather let us fill our cabinets with 
dead and gone species like Polyommatuz dispar and Lcelia coenosa, 
or artificially preserved ones as Ocneria dispar, than find room 
for an addition to our existing species. I am, however, wan- 
dering from my subject, as I did from my own pet locality when 
I made my first trip for real British Melitcea cinxia. Although 
working the Isle of Wight for years past, I never worked for that 
species until this season, and I think that my efforts in that 
direction will not call down upon me " anathema maranatha " 
from the irresponsible arbiters of permissive field-work, as only 
three specimens were taken. It was, however, a satisfaction to 
visit the locality, which I am afraid had been previously drawn 
upon, or there would surely have been abundance of worn speci- 
mens on the wing, especially as I was very late. I have had a 
very wide experience of this species in Guernsey and Sark, and 
would beg all entomologists to be sparing in their captures of the 
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larvfiB, or it will soon be added to the list of extinct species. In 
my opinion this is one of the (if not the) only species of Macro- 
Lepidoptera which needs "protection," especially in its gregarious 
larval stage. 

Amongst GeometrsB, Anticlea rubidata was in swarms, it being 
easy to net three or four at a time, mostly fine. I succeeded in 
obtaining ova also of this species for my friend Mr. Abbott. After 
a long experience of collecting at Freshwater, my notes of the 
1898 season show an abnormal abundance (comparatively) of 
A. cinerea, S. irroreUa, A, rubidata, N. saponariay A. putris, 
M. anceps, and A. corticea, with a scarcity of A. lucernea. 

On July 25th I started for South Devon, a cross-country 
route taking up nearly the whole day. The heat was abnormal, 
and tourists objectionally plentiful en route, entomological para- 
phernalia being quite out-classed by cameras and bicycles. I 
arrived at my destination weary and dry, but fortunately in time 
for the ever-ready treacle-pot and net. Casual search during a 
long walk to my collecting ground revealed a few larvae of 
Heliothis peltigera feeding on small plants of Hyoscyarmis niger ; 
time did not allow of a careful search, which was postponed till 
the morrow. Dusk revealed the fact that Lithosia caniola was 
scarcer than usual, which is not surprising, seeing that it 
straggled out until isarly September, when I took my last fine female. 
Sugar also proved very little use, and consequently Leucania 
putrescens has remained a scarcity in my store-boxes this season. 
Persevering work every night, good or bad weather, brought 
together, however, a few of each species, but in spite of all our 
efforts the great success of the previous season was not repeated, 
Laphygma exigv^ and Leucania albipuncta neither rewarding our 
most zealous efforts during August. Caradrina amhigua occurred 
singly upon the very same date of its first appearance in 1897 
(about Aug. 5th), but did not come at all freely until a fortnight 
or so later. Our first success was Aug. 23rd, when a good 
H. armigera was taken at 11.30 p.m. at sugared flowers of 
Knautia arvensis, a second and very worn one being captured 
Sept. 13th. On Aug. 27th sugar suddenly became very attrac- 
tive, the weather having broken utterly, and cold driving showers 
falling all day, until 4 p.m., when the sun broke through. The 
evening was bitterly cold, and the herbage soaking, completely 
wetting one through and chilling to the marrow. Noctuae evi- 
dently, like water companies, were tired of the drought, and 
simply swarmed, Phlogophora meticulosa, Noctua xanthographa, 
P. gamma in excess ; but I think I counted up to twenty- six or 
twenty-seven different species of Noctuse, although the late 
autumn species had not shown up at all, even Xanthia circellaris 
not coming until Sept. 12th. So excited were the dissipated 
crowd that I found Noctua c-nigrum in cop. with N. xanthographa. 
However, my principal capture was Leucania vitellina, of which 
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I took one about 9.15, and a second at 10.15, both feeding freely 
under a coldly brilliant moon and an absolutely cloudless sky, 
with a cold high south-west wind. My success was subsequently 
repeated, single specimens falling to my boxes on Aug. 29th, 
30th, 31st, and Sept. 2nd, 3rd, and 7th, of which five are abso- 
lutely perfect, and all are good. What appear to me to be the 
females are larger and more fulvous than the males, with dark 
wing-rays on the hind wings ; whilst the others are a paler 
straw-colour, with less distinct markings. The weather was bad 
during the days of the first three captures, usually blowing a 
gale ; in one case I took the specimen in broad daylight, before 
thinking of lighting up at all. 

Agrotis saucia was very plentiful and in lovely condition, 
A, obelisca sparing, and only single specimens of Heliothis pelti- 
gera and Phisia festucce came to the sugar. After the gale had 
blown itself out, we had a series of still cold damp nights, when 
only N. xanthographa remained faithful ; but geometers then took 
up the running, a second brood of Larentia pectinitaria appearing, 
amongst which I took varieties with the dark band more or less 
obsolete. On Sept. 1st a fine fresh male Camptogramma Jiuviata 
visited my heads of Eupatorium cannabinum, and was promptly 
secured ; this was a valuable item, as it put me on the alert, and 
I looked out well for this little rarity, until Sept. 7th, when at 
supper at my diggings, about 10.45 p.m., a fine fresh female flew 
in to the lamp, and was cyanided pro tern, and examined. On 
reviving she obligingly laid sixty-four eggs, which proved fertile, 
to my great surprise, as the female appeared absolutely fresh. 
These larvae nearly came to a sad end, as they were preceded by 
a voracious brood of Lithosia caniola larvse which hatched from 
ova laid previously in the same chip-box. However, my friend 
Mr. Abbott (to whom I entrusted the ova) proved equal to the 
occasion, and remorselessly settled these ferocious-looking little 
"cuckoos" ere they could do harm. At the time of writing 
(Nov. 2nd) we have a dozen of these same C. Jiuviata on the 
setting-boards, all males unfortunately. 

My run of luck was not yet over, as on Sept. 10th I took 
another fertile female at sugar, which laid about two dozen eggs. 
These I sent to my friend Mr. A. W. Mera, who has also been 
successful in getting them through. A last specimen was 
secured Sept. 13th, but was a fine male ; on the same evening I 
also took the second H. armigera (previously referred to), and a 
very worn L. exigua, which I kept on the oflf-chance for eggs. As 
I was leaving next day I brought it up alive, but it died without 
laying, and examination inclines to the opinion that, a^ with the 
worn one I kept in 1897, it was a male. Better luck next time ; 
but altogether I have no reason to join in the general wail of 
1898 as a bad season. 

Colias edma occurred very sparingly, and seemed to pass over 
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on one day, and disappeared almost completely ; Vanessa cardui 
was very common ; also V. io, V. atatanta, &c. 

I have not met with any exceptional good fortune in the way 
of varieties during the season, but during early July I renewed 
my acquaintance with the confluent form of Zygcena trifolii at 
Freshwater, and obtained very fine extreme forms. With the 
erratic species Z.Jilipendula I had better success, meeting with 
a small but numerous colony about Aug. 2nd in South Devon. I 
worked it steadily for over a month, and obtained five of the 
yellow variety, three of which, in fine condition, showed a very 
rich colour, contrasting beautifully with the metallic green, and 
altogether a handsomer variety than I had obtained some years 
before in the Isle of Wight. 

After my return to London, on Sept. 14th, I crossed to 
Guernsey for a short business visit, during which I found Sphinx 
convolvuli in great abundance, six or eight being seen together at 
one small bed of Nicotiana affinis. Although quite without 
apparatus, I could not resist the temptation of catching a few, 
thus finishing my active season's collecting. 



TWO SEASONS AMONG THE BUTTERFLIES OF 
HUNGARY AND AUSTRIA. 

By Margaret E. Fountainb, F.E.S. 

Having spent the greater part of two successive summers 
in one or other of these two countries, I think perhaps a few 
remarks on the principal Ehopalocera belonging to them would 
not be otherwise than useful and interesting to the readers 
of the * Entomologist.' Last year I was in Austria during the 
first three weeks in May, making Vienna my head-quarters, as 
Dr. Staudinger had recommended that neighbourhood to me 
before any other. Here I was fortunate in making the acquaint- 
ance of Baron Adolf Von Kalchberg, of Hietzing, who most 
kindly wrote out a paper for me, giving the localities for all 
butterfiies of any importance to be taken in that neighbourhood. 
However, the spring of last year was so cold and wet, that I did 
very little collecting till I returned to Vienna at the end of June, 
leaving again on July 12th for Herkulesbad, a charming Hun- 
garian watering-place in the Mehadia district, where I found 
several very interesting species; but being too late to secure 
fresh specimens of all I saw, on Aug. 7th I left, resolving to 
return this year, and went back to Vienna, in which vicinity I 
remained more or less till the end of the month. This summer 
I visited Hungary only, arriving at Buda-Pest in the end of May. 
Here I became acquainted with a number of Hungarian entomo- 
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logists, from whom I received the greatest kindness and assist- 
ance. They invited me to attend their meeting every Friday 
evening (of which Dr. Uhryk Nandor was the president), where 
they discussed entomology in all its various branches; also 
arranged expeditions for the ensuing week, in most of which I 
accompanied them, till about the middle of June, when I again 
found myself at Herkulesbad till the end of July, when I returned 
to Buda-Pest till the middle of August, stopping a few days at 
Kavaran-Szakul on my way back, a village passed on the line 
south of Temesvar. I T^ill now proceed to describe the results of 
my collecting. 

Papilio podalirius var. zanclaus, Z. — This variety is taken at Buda- 
Pest in August, but the specimens I saw had not the abdomen so 
entirely white as those of Sicily. 

Thais polyxeiia^ S.V. — Occurs commonly round Buda-Pest, but I 
was too late for it ; however, I secured a good number of larvae from 
Adlersberg in June, feeding on Aristolochia, of which, out of about two 
dozen, eighteen pupated, and are now in my possession. 

Pamasdus mnemosyne, L. — Common, but rather worn, on June 5tb, 
in the forest of Szadr, about seventy kilometres from Buda-Pest. 

PierU napi var. flavescens, Stgr. — This is an exceedingly interesting 
variety, occurring, as far as I could make out, only at Modling, near 
Vienna. — The spring brood was nothing but a rather pale edition of 
var. bryonia, 0., but in July I took some very remarkable female speci- 
mens, in which the ground colour was more or less of a rich ochre tint 
throughout, with the black markings much exaggerated (and very 
black, not dusky as in btyoniie), but I took one specimen in which these 
markings were the same as in the type, though the ochre tint was 
especially brilliant. The males were all typical. 

Colias chrysotheme, Esp. — I made an expedition to Modling with 
the Baron von Kalchberg in May last year, hoping to secure this 
species, but we did not see one. He informed me that it was always 
much scarcer in the spring brood, and the specimens were smaller and 
paler. At the end of August I found it common enough in the same 
locality. It also appears in the neighbourhood of Buda-Pest, larger 
and finer than the Austrian form, but I was unfortunate in not obtain- 
ing one specimen, though Herr Aigner caught three or four on 
Aug. 7th, in the Kammerwald, one female of which was very large and 
strongly marked. 

0. myrmidone, Esp. — This most charming butterfly occurs in 
various localities near Buda-Pest. Unlike 0. chrysotheme^ the speci- 
mens of the first brood seemed to be the largest and brightest, but the 
second brood was more abundant. I took it at Csepel-Sziget, HidSg 
Volgy, and Farkas Volgy. It was a curious fact that in Mehadia I 
I saw no Colias except the two common ones, hyale and edma, 

Thecla betula, L., T. spini, Scbiff., T. w-album, Kn., T. acacia^ F., 
T. quercusj L. (also var. bellns, Gerh., but rarely) and T, rubi, L. — All 
occur in the mountains above Of en, the local name for Buda. 

Polyommatus virgaurea, L. — A remarkably fine form occurred in 
the Wasserwald, bei Mehadia, in June, 
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P. thersamon, Esp. — Fairly common on the marsh ground below 
the Kammerwald, and other localities in the neighbourhood of Buda- 
pest, in August, but some of the specimens were rather worn. I also 
took it near Kavaran Szakul, at the end of July, where it was much 
more worn ; possibly the end of the first brood (?). 

P. dispar var. rutHus, Wernb. — A very small form of this butterfly 
was common round Kavaran Szakul at the end of July; near the 
Kammerwald, in August, most of the specimens were much larger. 
I also took one male in the forest of Sza^r, in June. 

P. alciphron, Rott. — At Isaszegh, about fifty kilometres from Buda- 
pest, on June 2nd, in one particular spot on the borders of a wood, 
I took several very fine male specimens in perfect condition, and a 
week later, at the same place, the females were also out, but much rarer. 
This butterfly also occurs in the Cserna Thai, near Herkulesbad, but 
it was practically over by the time I got there, both this year and last. 

Lycana amanda, Schn. — I took two males on June 14th, at Sz6p- 
Juhaszu6, near Buda-Pest, and Herr Aigner took several others, also 
males. I did not see a female. 

L. meleager, Esp. — This most beautiful butterfly occurs more or 
less commonly in every locality I visited in Hungary and Austria ; the 
females, however, are rare. The whole of the month of July is its 
time of appearance, and good specimens are still to be met with in 
August. 

L. iolas, 0. — This ** monster blue " occurs abundantly in Farkas 
Volgy the last fortnight in July ; but when I was there in August it 
was quite over ; I only saw a few specimens, and they were too much 
worn to be worth taking. It looks as large as M, galatea when on the 
wing. The larva is to be found in the seed-vessels of Colutea 
arborescens. 

L, anon, L. — In Mehadia this is one of the commonest of the 
** blues** ; I also found it at Kavaran- Szakul, where I took one speci- 
men of the var. obscura, Frey, but it was not so dark as the Swiss 
form. I may here add that all the commoner species of this and the 
preceding genus, such as P. dorilis and phlosas, L. icaiiis, damon, orion. 
argioluSf corydon, &c., also occur throughout Hungary with the usual 
prolific abundance. 

Libythea celtis, Esp. — This is a butterfly that seems to have a very 
wide range, but never to occur in any abundance. Out of the four 
specimens I have in my collection, one is from Granada, in. Spain ; 
one from Aix-en- Provence, in France; one from Sondrio, in North 
Italy ; and one I took last year at Herkulesbad, — the only on.e I ever 
saw there. 

Apatura iris, L., -4. iliay S.V., and var. clytie, S.V. — Any entomo- 
logist desirous of seeing the Apatura reigning supreme must visit the 
Rohrwald, near Spillern, about twenty kilometres from Vienna, the 
first fortnight in July. I shall never forget what a sight it was ; the 
pathways through that magnificent forest were literally swarming with 
butterflies of this genus, clytie being by far the most numerous, while 
the typical ilia was comparatively rare. Upon making enquiries of a 
local entomologist I chanced to meet, he assured me that this profusion 
of insect life occurred invariably the same at this season of the year, 
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which seemed all the more remarkable, as the depredations made upon 
such large conspicuous butterflies were incessant ; every peasant-boy 
was armed w^th a net of some sort, and I actually saw one lad with his 
hat decorated lavishly and wastefully with as many of these glorious 
insects as, with folded wings, he was able to cram together ; that boy 
alone must at least have secured some thirty specimens. I could only 
suppose that the reason extermination does not result from such 
wanton sacrifice was owing to the fact that all these swarms were 
entirely males. I left Vienna before tbe females were out, and later 
on, early in August, upon revisiting the Eohrwald, not a single 
individual of all that gay throng was left ; the forest-paths were quite 
deserted, and sadly enough did I miss the flutter of their wings and 
the exciting influence of their beautiful presence. The Apatura also 
occur, but much more sparingly, in the Mehadia district. 

Limenitis poptUi, L. — Occurs, but not commonly, in various 
localities, in both countries. The only specimen I ever saw was in the 
Bohrwald, in July, and that was in the box of another collector. 

L. camiUa, 8.V. — One fine male specimen on the Alionberg at 
Orsova this year, in July. I observed no others anywhere, except one 
female (damaged) near Herkulesbad in June. 

L. Sibylla, L. — Common in June and July in almost every locality 
I visited in either country. 

Neptis lucilla, S.V. — Common in the park at Schonbriinn, near 
Vienna, in June, and in the forests round Herkulesbad in June and 
July. 

N. acerisy Lepsch. — There is something very weird and sad about 
the flight of this graceful little butterfly, with its meteor-like move- 
ments, as it glides backwards and forwards against the dark green 
foliage in the forest glades, which it loves to haunt ; and though often 
ascending far beyond the swoop of the net, it more often comes within 
easy reach of it, thereby falling a ready prey into the hands of the 
greedy collector, for, though common enough where it occurs, aceiis is 
not met with in Europe except in the far East. I found the second 
brood emerging towards the end of July last year, near Herkulesbad, 
where it soon became extremely common. This year, however, 
individuals of the second brood began to emerge in quite the beginning 
of July, and were more or less worn before the period when I had found 
them fresh the year before. Is it possible that aceris produces three 
broods in the course of the summer ? I did not come across it farther 
west than Ka varan- Szakul, were it was also extremely abundant. 

Vanessa levana, L., and var. prorsa. — Occurs near Vienna and in 
some parts of Hungary, but always in my experience very sparingly. 

F, polychloros, L. — In a wood near Orsova, in June, I found 
numbers of this insect flying round the young elm-trees and settling 
on their trunks, and as far as I could make out they were all exclu- 
sively polychloros and — nothing else ! 

F. xanthomelas, S.V. — I only succeeded iii taking one specimen of 
this rare butterfly this year, in June, in the Csema Thai, near 
Herkulesbad, which I had been told was a locahty in which it 
was occasionally taken. 

F. vau-albunif S.V. — Also only one specimen, at Bodaun, near 
Vienna, on July 9th, 1897. It was flying over a manure-heap on the 
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outskirts of a wood, and I believe I saw one or two others flying high 
up on oak-trees the same day. But when I again visited the locality 
in August all signs of it had disappeared. 

Melitaa matumay L. — Fairly common in a limited range, at one 
part in the forest of Sza&r, on June 5th, but several of the specimens 
were already rather worn, Later on, in one of the forests near 
Herkulesbad, I also found one or two, but these were very much the 
worse for wear. 

M, cinxia, L. — The female specimens at Szaar were more or less 
paler in the ground colour, with the black markings very broad and 
distinct, and a strong inclination to olive-green on the basal half of the 
fore wings. 

M. phabe, Kn. — Always a most variable insect ; occurring in 
every locality I visited. In the Cserna Thai the females had the 
ground colour extremely pale in parts, and the black markings very 
broad. 

M, triviuy S.V. — This year, for the first time, I became personally 
acquainted with this little butterfly, by no means one of the least 
difficult of the Melitcea to distinguish and classify, as it varies very 
considerably both in size and colour. In the forest of Sza&r, in June, 
I took a male of medium size, of which the ground colour in parts was 
very pale. At the top of a high mountain called Hunka-Kamena, on 
the frontier between Hungary and Boumania, I again came across 
trivia, but so sparingly that I only succeeded in netting two specimens, 
one of which was a female of such huge dimensions, and so darkly 
marked, that had I been at Sarepta, in Russia, I should have con- 
sidered that I had taken the \ar. fascelis, Esp. But at Farkas-Volgy, 
&c., near Buda-Pest, in August, this species puzzled me yet more; 
some of the specimens were exceedingly small (I suppose, var. nana, 
Stgr.), the fulvous varying in tone, and many were scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from M, didyma var. occidentalism Stgr., which occurred at 
the same time and place. 

M, didyma, 0. — This is, I suppose, about the most variable of all 
the Melitaa. Near Orsova, in June, the females appeared all to be of the 
var. meridionalis, Stgr. ; also occasionally at Herkulesbad, some fifteen 
miles away, but much less markedly so. The var. occidentalis occurred 
with the var. alpina at Farkas-Volgy in August, the former often being 
extremely difficult to distinguish from M. trivia, though some of the 
specimens were quite distinct. 

M. dictynna, Esp. — Common in the forest of Sza&r in June. 

M. athalia, Rott. — A large, strongly -marked variety, called meha- 
diensis, is said to occur at Mehadia, but I did not come across anything 
but the type. 

M. aurelia, Nick. — At Pesz6r, near Buda-Pest, in June. 

Argymiis selene, S. V. — Fairly common in June ; also euphrosyne, L. 

A. dia, L. — Common throughout Hungary and Austria. 

A, daphne, S. V. — Common at Herkulesbad in June and July. 

A. hecate, Esp. — In the neighbourhood of Buda-Pest in June. I 
did not observe it anywhere else. 

A. latonia, L., aglaia, L., niobe var. eris, Meig., adippe var. cleo' 
doxa, 0., and paphia, L., are all to be found in both countries. 

A, pandora, S.V. — Occurs in the Cserna Thai. I saw a few speoi. 
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mens, damaged, last year in July ; and took one very fine male this year 
in June, but saw no others. 

Melanargia galatea, L. — Occurs commonly in Hungary and Austria ; 
var. leucomeLas, Esp., occasionally with the type ; and from the Do- 
moglet, near Herkulesbad. I have some very black examples of the var. 
procidaf Hbst. One female I took there last year is procida above and 
leucomelas beneath. 

-^- 3<^vy9^ var. suwarovius, Hbst. — It was to take this interesting 
variety that caused me to visit Buda-Pest, as I had heard on good 
authority that the only known locality in the whole of Hungary where 
it occurred was a wood at Pesz^r in that neighbourhood. Therefore at 
every Friday evening gathering of the Buda-Pest entomologists I would 
enquire anxiously if the suwarovius was yet on the wing ; and, after a 
week or ten days, at last a day was fixed to make the great expedition 
to Pesz6r, which from all accounts appeared to be about the most in- 
accessible place imaginable. On the 12th of June, beneath a brilliant 
sky, we started in the early morning from Buda-Pest, a party of five 
in all, Herr Aigner acting as guide, as he alone had previously visited 
this wonderful spot. About two hours in a slow train brought us to 
D^b^s ; but there our hardships were to begin. Herr Aigner secured 
a cart at the station drawn by two little Hungarian horses — a sort of 
miniature hay wagon it seemed to me ; and the first jog along the road 
to the village of D&bas was enough to show us that it was entirely in- 
nocent of springs. The way was long ; and to say that the road was 
bad would be to give but a faint idea of the tract of country over which 
we travelled in our springless vehicle ; the sand was so deep in many 
places that the wheels sank in up to the axle ; but the horses seemed 
quite accustomed to it, and did their work well. The farther we went 
the worse it got ; and, by and by, we left the so-called road and seemed to 
be pursuing a half -beaten track across the open grass land ; twice the way 
lay through great sheets of water, in one of which we stuck in the mud, 
and I thought nothing could save us from being upset ; but no one else 
seemed to think anything of it,' so I concluded that this too was part 
of the play ! We were now quite in the wilds of Hungary ; at intervals 
we passed through immense herds of long-horned cattle ; but human 
life seemed to be but thinly represented. I could not but admit that 
Herr Aigner was right when he had told me that the way from D^bd>s 
to Pesz6r would have been absolutely impracticable for a bicycle. I 
really began to think we should never get there ; it was more than two 
hours since we had started from D&b&s, and still we were bumping and 
jolting along, stiff and tired even before reaching the scene of action. But, 
whatever the hardships and risks of the way had been, they were more 
than compensated for when we did arrive. It was indeed an entomo- 
logist's dream realized, when we alighted, to find ourselves in a forest 
literally abounding with butterflies, and where the suwarovius was the 
most conspicuous of all ; it was flying by hundreds— a white, graceful 
creature — in all the grassy glades of this wonderful forest, and nearly 
all in perfect condition. The females were especially beautiful, the 
under side of the hind wings and apex of the fore wings being broadly 
suffused with a deep primrose tint. Knowing that I should probably 
not find myself in this world-forsaken spot again, I secured all my box 
would hold, and only regretted that I had not brought two boxes. 
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Eighteen males and fifteen females were the results of my captures ; 
and then I began to awaken to the fact that other treasures were also 
to be had in the woods near Pesz6r. A. hecate was flying everywhere, 
and in perfect condition ; but it was a little early for the females, of 
which I only took one, a splendid specimen, very darkly marked. 
M. aurelia, A. daphne^ P. alciphron, and C. morphem, with many other 
butterflies, if common in other places, literally swarmed here ; if rare 
in other localities, in this favoured spot they were abundant. We 
stayed on till late in the afternoon, and the long, glorious day was 
beginning to wane at last. All were satisfied, and I was delighted, 
with the success of the expedition. It is worth the long journey from 
England to Hungary, if only to pay a visit to Pesz6r in June, especially 
in the society of so many congenial companions and kindred spirits. 

Erebia medusa^ S. V. — Common, but worn, at Szair in June. 

E. melas, Hbst. — The last fortnight in July and the first in August 
is the time to find melas on the Domoglet near Herkulesbad. I first 
saw it on the wing on July 21st, 1897, though Golopenza (my guide) 
had brought me in one male specimen of it amongst a quantity of athiops 
a few days prior to that day. It was very common where it occurred, 
but the ground over which it flew at the top of the mountain was so 
thickly strewn with huge rocks and boulders that the chase was both 
arduous and difficult ; the females, too, who were much rarer than the 
males, were also more difficult to catch. From time to time I would 
see one driven by the wind, fly some ten or twenty yards, and then 
alight on a rock, taking to flight again the moment I approached, no 
matter how cautiously, and (what was curious) they were often damaged, 
whereas the males were in excellent condition. A week or two later 
they seemed to come down to a lower altitude, and more than once I 
observed male specimens as far down as the rocky pathway just below 
the Kreuz, but never lower. This year I left before melas was out, for 
though I made many expeditions to Domoglet I did not observe so 
much as one example of the species. 

E, (Bthiopsy Esp. — Extremely common in all the woods and forests 
round Herkulesbad in July. 

E. ligea, L. — Occurring in the Domoglet and elsewhere ; a fine, 
large form. I saw no euryale in that neighbourhood at all. 

Satynm hermione^ L. — Common in July in most localities in 
Hungary. 

8. alcyone, S. V. — All the specimens I took at Baden and Modling 
near Vienna in August last year seemed distinctly to belong to this 
and not to the preceding species. 

S. circef F. — Fairly distributed in Hungary and Austria. 

8. brisdSf L. — This species seemed to be the commonest of the 
genus. Last year at Modling it was very common in August ; and 
this year in that same month it occurred in great abundance in most 
of the localities in the neighbourhood of Buda-Pest, Farkas-Volgy 
particularly. 

S. semele, L. — Very common everywhere. 

8. arethusa, 8. V. — Very common in the neighbourhoods of Vienna 
and Buda-Pest in August. 

8. statilintiSf Hufn. — When I left Hungary towards the middle of 
August siatUinus had not yet appeared ; but about a week or ten days 
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later Herr Torok very Mndly sent me a good series (males only) in ex- 
cellent condition, which he had taken at Csepel-Sziget, near Buda-Pest. 

Pararge roxdaruiy Cr. — This rare and interesting butterfly occurs 
not uncommonly in the forests round Herkulesbad and Orsova. Last 
year I was too late to secure fresh specimens, more especially as I had 
been two weeks in the neighbourhood before I discovered it. In fact, 
it was already the 27th of July when I made a dash at a good-sized 
brown butterfly near the white ** Kreuz," on my way down from the 
Domoglet, and found it to be a male ^cimen, much worn and 
broken, of roxelana ; and I afterwards found that it inhabited the 
forest below the Kreuz ; but none of the males were fresh, and the 
females were so rare that I only succeeded in obtaining two examples, 
though both were in excellent condition. This year, however, I deter- 
mined to be in time for it ; and on June 28rd, in a wood above Orsova, 
I secured four males, though I soon found that the Ereuz wood above 
Herkulesbad was far the best locality for it. It is a difficult butterfly 
to catch, as it has a habit of flying high and settling out of reach of the 
net. The best plan (suggested to me by Herr Bourdon) is to mount 
guard near an old oak tree which has the bark discoloured by a sort of 
dry resin on which this butterfly feeds with great avidity, and by this 
means many fine specimens may be secured. The afternoon is better 
than the morning, as then it seems more inclined to descend from the 
trees. 

P. clymemey Esp. — If roxelana is difficult, clymene is ten times more 
so. It seems to occur only at a considerable elevation, though I did 
once take one specimen on the road going down to Herkulesbad 
Station, but this I think was only chance, for there was a strong wind 
blowing that day, and it must merely have been blown down from the 
mountains. Except this one solitary exception, clymene^ as far as I 
could discover, seemed to be confined to one locality, i. e. the forests 
in the immediate vicinity of the Domoglet. Last year I was too late 
for it on the 21st of July, though males were common enough in this 
spot ; they were nearly all damaged and worn ; and this year it occurred 
very much more sparingly ; besides, I was unlucky in the weather on 
an expedition I made on July 6th ; the clouds rolled up from the 
valleys, and there was no more sunshine after 9 a.m., so I had to be 
satisfied with only one fine specimen for that day. On July 11th I 
again visited this interesting mountain, and saw a magnificent female 
(the only female I did see), but to my great sorrow she escaped me. 
Two days later I was there again, but the males were already getting 
worn, and were far from plentiful. I imagine they last but a very 
short time in good condition, probably owing to the fogs, and especially 
the winds which at so great an elevation are almost incessant. 

P. hiem, F. — In the woods near Modling in the beginning of May ; 
and at Hid^g-Volgy, &c., near Buda-Pest, early in August. At Her- 
kulesbad I only observed mara, Megmra and egeria were also common 
in most places. 

P. achine, Sc. — A very fine form was abundant in the woods at Sz6p- 
Juhdszu^, near Buda-Pest, in the middle of June, but they were all 
males. Herr Aigner said the female was always rare. 

Epinephele lycaon, Rott. — At Isaszegh in June ; and again in July 
and August at Csepel-Sziget ; also at Farkas-Volgy, where I took a 
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female with the left fore wing possessing the characteristics of the 
male. 

E. ianiray L. — Common everywhere. 

E. tithontu, L. — Common on the Alionberg at Orsova, and at 
Eavaran-Szakul. I never saw it anywhere else. 

E. hyperanthus, L. — Last year in the Csema Thai in July I took a 
male with the rings on the under side abnormally large and distinct ; 
and this year in June at the very same spot I took another male, in 
which this feature was even more strikingly developed. 

Canonympha mdipus, F.— Occurs in the neighbourhood of Buda-Pest, 
but I did not come across it. 

C. iphis, S. v., and (7. pamphUus^ L. — Both common in Hungary 
and Austria. 

Spilothyrus lavatera, Esp. — ^Literally swarms at Csepel and other 
places near Buda-Pest in July ; but I was practically too late for it 
when I returned there this year, and I did not see or hear of it in the 
Mehadia district. 

Syrichthus carthami, Hiib., S. alvmsy Hiib., and S. malvtB, L. — ^I do 
not think I am wrong in stating that these and other species of 
Syrichthus are all to be met with in Hungary and Austria. 

8, orhifer^ Hiib. — Occurs in the neighbourhood of Buda-Pest in 
August. I never took one myself ; but Herr Torok presented me with 
two males, in excellent condition, he caught one day when we were 
collecting together at Farkas-Volgy. 

Nisordades tages, L. — Occurs commonly in both countries. 

Hesperia thaumas, Hufn., H. lineola, 0., H, sylvanus, Esp., and H, 
commaf L. — All occurred commonly ; but I did not see or hear anything 
of H, actcBon, Esp., or H. nostrodamuSf F. 

Cyclopides morpheus. Pall. — Was common in the marshy meadows 
on the borders of the Bohrwald in June and July ; also at Weidling- 
bach near Vienna. I do not recollect observing it anywhere in Hungary, 
except in the celebrated woods near Pesz6r. 

Carterocephalus palamon. Pall. — Occurring, but not at all commonly, 
in the Bohrwald in the beginning of May. 

Note. — A fresh male specimen of Melitaa didyma var. occidentalis 
that I took in North Italy, in August last, has the tyP^^^ ^^^ replaced 
by rich cream colour. 

It now only remains for me to add that the pleasure and 
success of my expeditions was so greatly enhanced by certain 
members of the Buda-Pest Entomological Society, that I hope 
anyone thinking of visiting that place will allow me to have 
the pleasure of introducing my countryman amongst them, when, 
I think, I am not wrong in assuring him that he will meet with a 
warm and hearty welcome. And I should also like to take the 
opportunity of recommending anyone visiting the Mehadia district 
to solicit the services as guide of Marien Golopenza, of Pesinesca, 
a Roumanian peasant of intelligence, and some knowledge of the 
fauna of his neighbourhood ; also able to speak German quite 
sufficiently well to make himself intelligible. 

7, Lansdown Place (East), Ba^h : November, 1898. 

BNTOM. — DEO. 1898. 2 D 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 

Sphcebia laryabuh, Westw. — I have just seen the interesting notes 
on Sphceria larvaruniy by Messrs. George Howes and W. W. Smith, in 
the * Entomologist ' of June last (anU^ pp. 128-180). There appears 
to have been some question as to the liability of wood-boring larvae to 
attack from the fungus. As bearing on this point I may mention that 
I have on several occasions found larvsB of our large wood-boring 
hepialid, Phassus purpuraacenSf destroyed by this or an allied fungus. 
In each case my attention was attracted by the appearance of the 
clavate extremity of the fungus at the opening of the gallery. The 
stalk extended some six to eight inches down the tunnel, and termi- 
nated in the head of the dead larva, whose body was completely Mled 
and extended by the mycelium. To the best of my belief, the larvae 
of Phassus never leave their tunnels in the tree, so the spores of the 
fungus must get washed down to them. Their galleries are usually 
vertical, running down the very centre of the stem, with a lateral 
aperture at the upper extremity, through which the frass is ejected. 
This frass does not fall to the ground, but is woven into a thick felt-like 
curtain, that screens the entrance to the tunnel. The Phassus larvae 
affect the following trees in this neighbourhood: — Treina orientalU, 
Cinchona robusta, Callicarpa lanata, and a species of RvJbus, — E. Ernest 
Green ; Eton, Pundaluoya, Ceylon, October 14th, 1898. 

AMPHroASYS BETULARIA (LinU.) VAR. DOUBLEDAYABIA (Mill.) IN LONDON. 

— It is interesting to note of late how this variety has become spread 
over the London districts, and it seems by the notices that the captures 
have been mostly individual ones, so perhaps the following may be 
interesting. A, betulana has been very common here this season, and 
maintained its popularity to the end. But the first appearance of 
doubledayaria was not till June 28th, when I took a light melanic male. 
At first I thought it had been robbed of its pigment, but afterwards 
found I was paistaken. The next visit to light was July 2nd, when I 
found another specimen on the ground, losing one the ^ame evening. 
The cold and windy nights made captures difficult except to the bats. 
It was not until August 4th or 5th that this variety again came to 
light, making a total of six specimens, including two found by a boy. 
I had reason when collecting to note that the majority of the speci- 
mens attracted by light were males, and also that this sex showed less 
tendency to vary than the females. — H. W. Bell-Marley ; Bavens- 
court Park, W., October 28th, 1898. 

LYCiENA LYon>As. — In reference to the note on Lycana lycidas {anU, 
p. 260), I should like to mention that I took this insect in the valley 
in which St. Nicholas lies as long ago as 1886, and it had also been 
taken there a year or two previously. In the same year I took two 
specimens of it high up on the Gemmi Pass, which Dr. Staudinger, to 
whom I showed them, pronounced to be an entirely new locality, but 
I have not heard of their occurrence there since. — ^E. S. Standbn; 
Thorpe Hall, Colchester, November 2nd, 1898. 
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Eleotbio Light verms Gas Light (Ljoandesoent). — Considering 
what numbers of insects are attracted by the electric light in our 
streets, I have often wondered why the incandescent gas lights appear 
to be less attractive than the lamps with ordinary burners, although 
the former Hght is so much more brilHant. Since the installation of 
the electric light at Shepherd's Bush, I have noticed moths gyrating 
around the lamps in scores, indeed, sometimes it has been almost 
bewildering to look up at the whirl of fascinated insects. I still find 
that the old gas-lamps attract a few specimens, but I rarely notice any 
tenants on the lamps with the mantle light. I was glad to note that 
Eugoniafuscantaria still occurs in the neighbourhood, as I picked up 
a fine female which had been smashed by a passing cyclist. I noticed 
that many moths rest on the roadway for a while, and often renew 
their giddy flight round the arc-light, the attractive power of which 
appears to them irresistible. — Alpbbd T. Mitchell ; 6, Clayton 
Terrace, Gunnersbury, W., October 21st, 1898. 

The Pupation op Smebinthus tille. — It has been a matter of 
speculation as to where the larvsB of certain insects, such as Smerinthus 
tiluB, pupate when the base of the tree, generally an elm, the foliage 
of which forms its principal food, is wanting in those warm cosy 
angles clothed with grass. The ground surrounding these trees is 
often naade so hard by cattle as to defy any larvae penetrating it. 
Some time since, whilst examining one of these trees, my attention 
was attracted by a large quantity of loose bark which hung from the 
trunk like huge scales. On climbing up the tree some ten or twelve 
feet and loosening the bark, I was surprised to find two or three pupsB 
of S. tibia beneath it ; the larvae had fastened themselves to the bark, 
which acted as a perfect shelter from wind and storm. During the 
past two months I have dug under some hundreds of elms, which grow 
to great perfection in the valley of the Tone, and it is singular that I 
have never met with more than one pupa of this insect beneath any 
one tree ; perhaps this is accounted for by the foregoing remarks. In 
the case of Smerinthus popidiy 1 have found as many as three beneath 
one poplar, the bark of which would not allow of the pupation of 
such laige larvsB beneath it. — T. Buokland ; East Street, Taunton, 
November 8th, 1898. 

Gbasshoppebs at Sugab. — Mr. Lucas's account of Thamnotnzon 
einereusy Linn., being taken at sugar is of some interest {ante, p. 267). 
It is a well-known fact that these Decticidse are fierce carnivorous 
insects, and equally well known that they are, partly at least, nocturnal 
in habits. It woidd be very interesting to observe whether T. cineieus 
comes to sugar for the sake of the insects which the sugar attracts, or 
to partake of the delicacy itself. Meconema varium, Fab., is not 
carnivorous, but I doubt whether T. cinereus would attack so large an 
insect. It usually prefers small flies, Musca, &c. As to its nocturnal 
propensities, I have often taken it in hedges, chirping away merrily, 
between ten and twelve at night in August and September, in the south 
of England. — MalcolmBubb; New College, Oxford, October 29th, 1898. 
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CAPTURES AND FIELD REPORTS. 

CoLiAs BDUSA IN SussBX.— On Oct. 28rd, whilst walking on the marsh 
here, I saw a fine male G, edu$a flying in front of me. It was the first I had 
noticed this season, and I captured it with my hat, after several attempts. 
—J. T. Dkwby; 26, Willingdon Road, Eastbourne, Oct. 28rd, 1898. 

CoiJAS EDUSA AT Chiohesteb. — This species has straggled on here 
late into the season. A fine male was taken on Oct. 28th. It flew out of 
the box whilst I was chloroforming it, and was lost in the room. I searched 
for it everywhere for some time without success. It may have been 
accidental, but I am disposed to believe it an instance of the power 
of selection on the part of insects of protective coloration. Quite by chance 
I discovered the insect on a cloth, hanging from a table, of maroon ground 
with leaves of old-gold colour. On one of these leaves the butterfly was 
settled, with closed wings, showing the under sides, which harmonized 
exactly with the yellow of the leaf.— Joseph Anderson; Chichester. 

Xylina semibbunhba at Chiohesteb. — I took a splendid specimen 
of X, semibrunnea at sugar on Oct. 10th. — Joseph Andbbson ; Chichester. 

C BEAM-COLOURED PiEBis RAPiB AT Chiohesteb. — A female p. rapa^ 
apparently freshly emerged, was taken at Apuldram on Oct. 10th. It is of 
a buff or cream-colour, quite as deep in shade as specimens in my cabinet 
from Scotland and Ireland. — Joseph Andebson ; Chichester. 

Deilephila livobnica in Subbey. — On Oct. 15th a specimen of 
P. livomica was taken by our servants here ; it came into the house over- 
night and was captured in the morning. I suppose this is a rarity?— 
(Rev.) C. D. Snell; Duncroft, Kenley, Surrey, Oct. 31st, 1898. 

Plusia moneta in Subbey. — We took a specimen of P. moneta here in 
the summer. Unfortunately it got into the gas and was much damaged.— 
(Rev.) C. D. Snell; Duncroft, Kenley, Surrey, Nov. 3rd, 1898. 

Sphinx oonvolvdli, Aobonycta alni, &c., in Woboestebshibe. — On 
Oct. 4th last a fine example of the former insect was brought to me ; it was 
found on some palings at Moseley. Last spring I bred an example of cM 
from a pupa found among some wood of rotten palings at Hall Green. 
Near Knowle I found a pupa which turned out Amphidasys betularia var. 
doubledayaria (male), which, however, was malformed. I also met with, 
during the summer, for the first time near Moseley^ Pterostoma palpina 
and CtUitUlia umbratica. — A. D. Imms ; ** Linthurst," Oxford Road, 
Moseley, Worces. 

Deilephila livobnica, Sphinx oonvolvuli, &c., at Pobtland, 1898. 
— Of my captures here this year the following are, doubtless, worth 
putting on record : — Deilephila livomica, one taken in my garden whilst 
hovering over Silene pendula compacta, about 9 p.m., on June 13th, in very 
good condition. Sphinx convolvuli, fifty-two taken between Aug. 4th and 
Oct. 3rd. On the evening of Sept. 17th at least a dozen, I believe, were 
hovering at one time over a bed of petunias, eight of which I secured. 
Macroglossa steUatarum, plentiful from Aug. 20th till the end of Septem- 
ber; about fifty taken. Heliophobus hispidus. one hundred and two 
taken between Aug. 25th and Sept. 27th, on grass and at light. Aporo- 
phyla australia, twenty-six taken at sugar and light during September. 
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Vanessa c-alhum, one taken at sugar in the daytime, on Sept. 17th. The 
whole of these were caught within fifty yards of my residence, and each 
species in a very limited area; for instance, the first nine specimens of 
S, convolvuli were captured in a space not exceeding a cubic yard, and 
H. hispidus occurred most plentifully in a portion of a bank measuring 
about twenty yards by two.--J. T. Htde ; The Grove, Portland. 

OoLiAS EDUSA IN SussBX. — On Tuesday, the 1st inst., a bright sunny 
day, I saw flying over a bank on the Sea Road, Bexhill, a specimen of the 
above species. It did not look at all battered, and it settled on the bank, 
where I had a good view of it. — Gwbmdalink Mathew ; Bexhill-on-Sea, 
Nov. 12th, 1898. 

Xanthia oilvaoo, &o., in London District. — I took three specimens 
of X. gilvago on the incandescent lamps at Roehampton in September. 
Two were in excellent condition, but the third was rather worn. Amongst 
the other things taken on the lamps was a moth very like X, gilvago^ and 
which from Mr. Tutt's description must be X. oceUarU. — G. E. Gbboson ; 
Ardkeen Lodge, Putney, Nov. 12th, 1898. 

Phlogophora metigulosa in November. — Mr. E. Hill, of Kingston- 
on-Thames, and Mr. F. M. B. Oarr, of Lee, each note the occurrence of a 
specimen of P. metietdosa about the middle of November last, and the latter 
asks, *'l8 not this rather a late date for this species?** It is perhaps un- 
usually but not exceptionally late, as a specimen was taken at Putney on 
December 26th, 1895 (Entom. xix. 65); and Mr. Armstrong tells me that 
he saw one on the last day of the year 1872, at Sandown Park. — Richard 
South, 100, Ritherdon Road, Upper Tooting, S.W. 

Uroptertx 8AMBU0ARIA IN NOVEMBER. — Is it not very unusual for 
U. sambucaria to appear in the perfect state in November ? I bred some 
of the larv8B of this species (this summer) from eggs laid on the crack 
willow. Instead of hy bernating as usual, two of the larvaB became pupaB in 
October, and from one of these an imago emerged on Nov. 8th. — Albert 
Mat ; Chandos, Hayling Island, Hants, Nov. 18th, 1898. 

[In 1896 a specimen of U, sambucaria was taken at light on Oct. 2nd, 
and another example was captured in a garden on the 8th of the same 
month (vide Entom. xxix. 334 and 371). — Ed.] 

Apleota prasina in Novbmbbr. — On November 2nd an imago of 
A. prasina^ F. {herbida, Hb.), emerged in one of my breeding-cages. 
This was the more striking as in neighbouring cages I have a large 
brood of larv89 of the same species reared from eggs laid in June, 
which are now half-grown and commencing to hybernate. The larva 
which has just resulted in an imago was found in the same locality as 
the moth which produced the eggs, but a couple of months later. — 
(Rev.) W. G. Whittingham ; South Wigston Vicarage, Leicester. 

Aberration of Epinephele tithonus. — I wish to record the capture, 
in August, on Portsdown Hill, South Hants, of a specimen of E, tithonus 
in which the usual red-brown ground colour of the wings is replaced by 
pale yellow. I ought to say, perhaps, that this is not a faded or damaged 
•' ordinary " specimen ; the outlines of the markings are particularly sharp 
and well-defined and the colouring quite decided, the latter giving the insect 
a rather striking appearance when on the wing. I should like to know if 



Digitized by 



Google 



294 THB BNTOMOLOGIST. 

this variation is a common one, since T captured a similar one last year in 
exactly the same spot.— G. M. Russell ; 14, Plough and Harrow Eoad, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham. 

[Judfifing from our correspondent's description, the variety of E. tithonus 
referred to appears to be somewhat similar in character to that figured and 
described in the * Entomologist ' for 1897 (xxx. p. 253).— Ed ] 

Captures at Strbet-lamps. — Lepidoptera appear to have been 
unusually scarce this year in this district, and sugaring more or less of a 
failure. I made several expeditions to Crabbe Wood, but, with the 
exception of one night, my efforts met with such very indifferent success 
that I abandoned it and directed my attention to the street-lamps just out- 
side the town. I practically restricted myself to three lamps, though nine- 
tenths of my captures were made round one, which was in a most favour- 
able situation ; and these lamps I worked every night regularly, with very 
fair success consideriog the poorness of the season. Nor was I alone in my 
nightly rounds. Every night, with the most wonderful regularity, I found 
waiting for me, outside the gate, a sleek yellow-and-white cat, eagerly 
expectant, in anticipation of the fat juicy beetles which she knew would fall 
to her share ! And if 1 failed to keep her supplied, which I sometimes 
forgot to do in the excitement of a capture, which in my eyes was far more 
important, she would remind me with a loud mew; neither did she give me 
any peace until 1 made amends for my shortcomings by throwing her down 
one of the cockchafers which were swarming round the lamp. She played 
with it for a few moments, and then it disappeared with an ominous crunch, 
and there was a clamour for more of the dainty morsels. Curiously 
enough, when I was at Oxford, there was a cat which used to follow me 
round in the same way ; I wonder if any other " lamp-workers " have had a 
similar experience. But ** revenons a nos moutons.*' I was surprised to 
find so many SphiugidsB coming to light, for, besides plenty of 8. populi, I 
took single specimens of 8, ligmtri, 8, convolvuU, 8. ocellatus, 8. tilia, O. 
elpenor and C. porcellus. The following I found in fair numbers : — 
N, saponarid, H. genistm, G. papilionaria, A. corticea, A. cinerea, P. bajur 
laria, H. thymiaria, A. imUata, T. amataria, E, venosata, M. gdliata, A, 
rubidata, X. sublmtris, D, conspersa, D. carpophaga, A. luctuosa, and N, 
senex. I also took A. ophiogramma (2), A, sttbsericeata, (7. quadrifasciaria 
(2), L. viretata (2), M. furva (2), N, dromedariiis (1), M, furuncula, H, 
chenopodii (1), L. straminea (2), Avetitia flearula (1), E, sobrinata (1), E. 
satyrata {I), E. minutata (2). E. constrictata (S), E, isogrammata, H.dipsor 
ceus (1), Cfurcula (1), Z>. cucubali (2), E, ItUulenta (2), A, suffusa (1), A. 
porphyrea (1), B, roboraria (1), N, mundana (1), C. miniata (2), L. aureola 
(2); besides many other commoner species. Quite the commonest insects 
seem to have been N. /estiva, E, centaureata, 0. pudibunda, G, trUinea 
(I found no less than seventy-eight of the latter on one patch of sugar), R. 
tenebrosa, H, dentina, and E.jacobace (which simply swarmed). I took one 
lovely var. of the latter, in which the usual red marking on all the wings 
was replaced by a delicate cream, with the faintest suspicion of pink, while 
the usual dark area of the primaries was of a pale slate-colour ; it was in 
perfect condition, and appeared freshly emerged. I must not omit two 
fine E. fiiscantaria, which I took early in October. — H. W. Shephbard- 
Walwyn ; West Downs, Winchester. 



Treacle in September and October, 1898. — My father and I _ 
several visits to a wood in the neighbourhood of Bexley^ Kent, for the first 
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time this year, and had some success at treacle. Sept; I4th was our first 
visit. Cymatophora diluta came to the treacle iu great abundance and in 
fine condition. In addition to this insect, Phlogophora meticulosa, Catocala 
nupta, Amphipyra pyramidea, A. tragopogonis, XaMhia cerago, Anckocelis 
Utura^ Triphana pronuba, T. fimbria, Oonoptera libatrix, Noctua xaniho- 
grapha, and Hadena proteus put in an appearance. Sept. 18th (our second 
visit), we had a most successful evening, taking two magnificent specimens 
of Xanthia aurago, and also one or more specimens each of X, cerago, X, 
ferruginea, Hadena proteus, Agrotis saudck, A. corticec^ Nocttca c-mgrum, 
Scopelosoma satellitia, and Thera juniper ata. Phlogophora meticulosa, 
A mc kocd is Utura, and A, pistacina were swarming. Sept. 2l8t, we took 
Xajithia cerago, Hadena proteusy Hydracia micacea, Cerastia vaccini% and 
Caradrina cubicularis, Phlogophora meticulosa and Anchocelis pistacina. 
We obtained a most varied series of the last-named insect, which was a 
perfect pest Sept. 25th, Xanthia ferruginea, Hadena protem, Agrotis 
suffusa, and A. pistacina; the latter was abundant. The moon now begun 
to interfere with the sport. Oct. 2nd, Miselia oxyacanthm (1), Cerastis 
ffoccinii (8), A, pistacina, and P. meticiUosa, most abundant. Moon 
appeared about 6.45 p.m., and the treacle was almost immediately deserted, 
except for a few P, meticulosa, Oct. 9th, beat a rather worn Xanthia 
aurago from an oak at Shoreham, Kent, and obtained two specimens of 
Miselia oxyacantha, Oct. 16th, treacled on a sopping wet night in Birch- 
wood, Kent. We counted 125 Cerastis vaccinii on about twenty trees, and 
obtained one example each of Caradrina cubicularis, Anchocelis rufina, and 
Scopelosoma satellitia, together with several Cerastis ligvla = spadicea, — 
F. M. B. Cabb ; 46, Handen Road, Lee. 

CoLLKOTiKG IN THE New Fobest. — My father and I paid a short visit 
to the New Forest this year (July 16th to 27th). We had splendid weather, 
and very fair sport. We were very disappointed in the ** treacling," which 
was an utter failure. During the time we were there we saw one example 
each of Acronycta rumicis, Aplecta nebulosa, and Galymnia trapezina only 
at the sweets ; whereas last year, besides about fifteen specimens of Cato- 
cala promissa and C, sponsa, and two examples of Triphana svhsequa, we 
took a number of other insects, and did not have one fruitless night. The 
time of year was the same, and we treacled the same trees both years. From 
a local dealer we learnt that everyone in the forest was experiencing much 
the same luck as ourselves. However, we did fairly well with krvsB, taking 
NotodorUa trepida (one full grown and two about three-quarters grown), 
N. chaonia, Lophopteryx (Notodonta) camelina, Acronycta leporina (one on 
alder), Demas coryli, Psilura {Ldparis) monacha (full grown), Satumia 
carpini, Dasychira (Orgyia) pudibunda (very small), Amphidasys prodro- 
maria, Anarta myrtiUi (abundant, all sizes), Asphalia ridens, Panolis 
{Trachea) piniperda, several Corycia temerata, Fidonia piniaria, Thera 
obeliscata, Bombyx rubi, and a number of geometers. 

The following insects came indoors to light : — Pseudoterpna cytisaria, 
Maearia notata, Hemithea thymiaria, Selenia bilunaria (illunaria), Cidaria 
dotata, Vropteryx sambucaria, lodis vernaria (splendid condition, one only), 
Boarmia rhomboidaria, Cidaria fuLvata, Arctia cava, Spilosoma menthastri, 
BryophUa perla, Leucania pallens, Noctua xanthographa, Agrotis porphyrea 
(most commonly), Caradrina aMnes, Plusia gamma, Apamea oculea, Xylo- 
phasia polyodon, and Leucania conigera. 

Of the Ehopalocera, Argynnis paphia, though abundant, was not in such 
abundance as in 1897. We took two Valesina, Limenitis sibylla (yerj 
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abundant and in much better condition than at the same time last year), 
Thecla quercw (extremely scarce, in 1897 abundant), Oonopteryx rhamni 
(appeared on July 24th), Argynnis adippe (fairly plentiful, and in fine con- 
dition), A, aglaia (not so plentiful or so good as the last), Satyrus semele 
(abundant), Pararge egeria (swarming in 1897 ; this year we did not see 
one), Melanargia gcdatea (found in one field only, but was fairly plentiful 
and in splendid condition there), Lycana agon (most abundant). 

Of the moths, LUhoda griseola, and especially the variety gtramineola, 
was very plentiful. July $23rd we took a fine L. compUina on some 
bracken, Calligenia miniata (very abundant), and we also took Lithosia 
helveola, L. mesomella, and L. quadra, Ettthemonia mssula (two, worn, 
were seen flying over heath), Hepialm hectm (abundant and in splendid 
condition, flying at dusk), Psilura monacha (not nearly so plentiful as in 
] 897). We took a fine female of Demos caryli, beaten from a beech tree. 
Also, Metrocampa margaritaria (abundant and fine), Ellopia faseiaria (a few 
worn specimens), Cleora glabraria (worn), and G. Uchenaria (one only), 
Boatmia roboraria (a fine pair on a beech-trunk), Amphida$ys hetularia (a 
fine female), Tephro$ia creptucularia (one), and T. extenaria (one, worn) 
Gnophot obscurata (very abundant indeed on some of the heaths, and 
obtained by tapping with a stick in furrows at the roots of the heather, 
when they flew out in great profusion), Pseudoterpna eytUaria (very fine), 
Phorodesma bajularia (good), Ephyra trilinearia (very abundant, by beating 
beeches), Hyria auroraria (flying over heather in the sunshine), Asthena 
luteata, EupUteria heparata, Actdalia scutulata, A. bisetata, A. trigeminata, 
A. incatiaria, A. imitaria, and A. aversata, Macaria Uturata (abundant in 
pine woods), Selidosema plumaria (by beating heaths, males only), Fidonia 
atomaria and Bupalus piniaria (a fine female), Ligdia adusUUa, Pachy- 
cnemia hippocastanaria, Larentia didymata, and L. pectinitaria (worn), 
Emmelesia decolorata, Hypsipetes elutata (very abundant), Melantkia rubir 
ginata and M. aUncillata, Melanippe unangtdata, M, rivata, M. montanata 
and M. galMta, Coremia propugnata, Cidariafulvata (very abundant on 
the wing at dusk), C. dotata, EvhoUa mensuraria and E^ palumbaria, 
Tanagra atrata (charophylhUa) (flying over bracken in the sun), Aplecta 
nebulosa (tree-trunks), Hylophila prasinana, Heliothis dipsacea (one, flying 
over heather in the sun, captured after a most exciting chase), Anarta 
myrtilU (plentiful and in fine condition), Agrotis porphyrea (very abundant), 
Phytometra anea, Acronycta psi (most abundant on pine-trunks), Thyatira 
batis (one at heather, worn), Cen'go eytherea (one, fine), Apamea oculea, and 
many others.— F. M. B. Carb ; 4tt, Handen Road, Lee, S.E. 

Captures during 1898 in the Galashiels District. — My first 
capture of the year occurred on the evening of Feb. 14th, when by the aid 
of a light I secured a few males and one female of Hybernia marginaria 
from a whitethorn hedge. On Feb. dOth, H, leucopkaaria and Atdsopteryx 
ascularia were taken at rest on palings. The sallows were out early in 
March ; I worked them on eight diflerent occasions from March 11th to 
April 23rd, but met with poor success. The following insects were taken : 
— Taniocampa gothica (the commonest), T. incerta, T. stabilis, T. pulveru- 
lenta, and T, ruhricosa; hybernated specimens of Godocampa exoleta^ 
Scopelosoma satellitia, and Cerastis vaccinii also turned up in excellent 
condition. On the evening of March 11th LarenUa muUistrigaria was 
extremely abundant; large numbers of the insect came fluttering to the 
light I carried when working the sallows. I had no net with me, but 
managed to bottle a few which alighted on the clothing of a friend who 
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accompaDied me. Next evening I proceeded to the same spot in possession 
of a net, as I wanted a few more specimens of the insect ; but, to my great 
disappointment, although the evening was milder if anything than the 
previous one, not a single insect was attracted by the light, nor did I again 
notice it on any other evening. The males of Diumea fagella were 
abundant and very variable on oak-trunks during the beginning of April ; 
the females were scarcer, only three or four being seen. On the evenings 
of April 2l8t and S3rd larv8B of the following species were taken plentifully 
from a whitethorn hedge near the town : — Triphana ianthina, T. fimbria, 
T. orbona, Noctua trianguLum, and N, haia ; also a few Boarmia repandata. 
With the assistance of a lantern these larvee are easily found after dark, 
climbing up the almost naked twigs of whitethorn to reach the opening bud. 
The larv8B of Chelonia plantaginis were very scarce this season in the 
locality where they are usually plentiful enough ; although I searched the 
spot several times during April, I only picked up a very few. Sugaring 
was tried for the first time this season on May 10th, but resulted in a com- 
plete failure : not a single insect turned up. On May 15 th — a lovely day — 
I paid my annual visit to a moor where larvsB of Orgyiafascelina occur, 
and found them in all stages of growth as usual, from about a quarter to 
nearly full-fed. Several males of SaturrUa carpini were observed flying in 
the bright sunshine. From May 3 1st to 3 1st I paid several visits to 
EUwyn Hill, and collected larv8B of Scodonia helgiaria and Bomhyx querciia, 
I also picked up several cocoons of Jrctiafuliginosa, and took the following 
insects on the wing : Fidonia {Uomaria, Melanippe subtristata, and Phyto- 
metra anea. A very fine lot of Anarta myrtilli were also obtained at rest 
on the top of the heather, several being found in cop. I have tried for some 
time past to induce the female of this insect to deposit her ova in confine- 
ment, but have been completely disappointed every season. I should be 
very pleased to hear from any entomologist who has had success in this 
direction. A fine specimen of Hadena glauca was taken at rest on heather 
on June 4th ; also on the same day, Hadena dentinal Scodiona helgiaria, 
and Hypsipetes impluviata, the latter at rest on alder trees. A week later, 
when returning from a very unsuccessful day's collecting on EUwyn Hill, I 
observed the males of Bomhyx rubi flying over the heath abundantly ; this 
was about 6 p.m. I noticed that when struck at with the net they ascended 
straight up into the air, sometimes so high as to be completely lost sight 
of. During the latter end of June, dusking along the rides of a wood pro- 
duced the following insects : — Rumia cratagata, Metrocampa margaritata, 
EUopia fasciaria, Odontopera hidentata, Boarmia repandata, Cahera pu- 
saria, Fidonia piniaria, Larentia pectinitaria, Thera simulata, T, variata, 
Hypsipetes impluviata, Melanthia ocellata, Melanippe tristata, M, rivata, 
M. subtristata, M. montanata, Camptogramma bilineata, Cidaria suffumata, 
C. silaceata, G, fuLvata and 0. pyraUata, Eubolia palumbaria, Hepialus 
lupulintis and H, humuli, Noctua plecta ; and by other methods, Acronycta 
psi, Hecatera serena, Caradrina cubicularis, Rusina tenehrosa, and Arctia 
menthastri. On June 19th a very fine specimen of Acronycta menyanthidis 
was taken at rest on an ash-trunk. By July 2nd Lycana astrarche var. 
artaaerxes was well out, and in company with it were L. aUxis, Canonympha 
pamphilus, Satyrus ianira, and 8, hyperanthes. On July 10th I took a 
good specimen of Amphidasys betularia at rest on the ground, and found 
the remains of another, which had evidently been attacked by a bird, near 
the same spot On July Idth one specimen of Thyatira batis was taken 
flying at dusk. Sugaring was again tried on the night of July Idth, but 
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with poor result, the total take being three Agrotis exclamationis and two 
Acronycta ligustri. From July 13th to the end of August sugaring was 
tried at intervals of four nights — this was along the rides of a wood, com- 
posed of all sorts of trees and thick undergrowth ; but night after night had 
the same result — an empty bag. Getting quite exasperated at such profit- 
less work, my friend Mr. Tait, who always accompanies me on sugaring 
expeditions, suggested the idea of sugaring the posts of a wire-fence which 
crosses a piece of moorland near the town. This was done «everal times 
during the month of August, and was very successful as regards the 
Dumber of insects which turned up, altliough they were of the commonest 
types. The following species were taken : — Noctua xanthographa (in great 
variety), N, f estiva (also in great variety), Leucania lithargyria, Xylopkasia 
polyodon and var. infuscata, Agrotis porphyrea, Charaoees graminis, and 
Triphana pronuba. Larentia casiata was taken on the wing at dusk. By 
Aug. 1st Erebia blandina was out in plenty in its usual haunts. I notice 
that the females are always a week behind the males in making their 
appearance. It was not till the beginning of September that sugaring 
began to yield well, and from then up till the time of writing the following 
insects have been taken plentifully by that means : — Triphana orbona, 
Amphipyra tragopogonis, Orthosia macilerUa, Anchocdis litura, Cerastis 
vaccina, Scopelsooma satellitiu, Xanthia ferruginea, Cosmia trapezina, 
Polia chi, Epunda nigra (over fifty specimens were taken), MiseUa oxy- 
acantha, Agriopis aprilina, Phhgophora meticulosa, Hadena proteus, CalO' 
campa exoleta; also the following: Hydrcsda nictitans (two), Miana 
fasciuncula (a few), Agrotis suffusa (one), Noctua glareosa (three), Triphana 
fimbria{9i few), and Anchocelis lunosa (one) ; and by other means, DUoba 
caruleocephala (one), Oporabia diiutata, Cidaria miata, and Ghesias spartir 
ata — James C. Haggabt ; 29a, St. John s Street, Galashiels, Nov. 1st 

Notes from the Chestkb Distbiot. — Butterflies have been compar- 
atively scarce this season, the only common ones being Pieris rapa and P. 
riapi, P. brasdca was fairly represented, but local. Dragonflies have also 
been below the usual number — exceptionally so in the species Agrion 
pueUa and Mschna grandis. 

Moths such as Grammesia trilinea and Agrotis exclamationis , with an 
occasional Thyatira batis, came to sugar in June. At the end of the 
month this attraction fell off as the plants and grasses blossomed and a 
copious honeydew appeared. About the middle of August sugar was again 
worth trying, and line varietis of the following species were taken: — 
Triphana prontiba ; from pale grey (primaries) to dark, unicolorous chest- 
nut (var. innibba). Apamea oculea : (1), furca, primaries dark brown, the 
lower half (or nearly so) pale grey, or, in other examples, coppery, with a 
broad waved band of the same shade parallel with the outer margin, 
beginning at the apex and continued to the inner margin; (2), ** rava, 
brown across centre, base and hind margin paler "; (3), ** i-niger, a distinct 
— -like mark below the stigmata " ; (4), '' leucostigma, black, with distinct 
white stigmata." (Robson and Gardner's List, p. 17). Xyhphasia mono- 
glypha (polyodon) : (1), grey, with black shades and wedge-like marks on 
primaries (an intermediate form); (2), **infuscata, black, or nearly so.'* 
(Eobson and Gardner). Other moths were Mania maura (local, but plenti- 
ful), M. typica, Noctua ruhi, N, xanthographa, Amphipyra tragopogonis, T. 
orbona, Xanthia cerago, Leucania lithargyria, Cidaria testata, and Alucita 
hexadactyla. In September sugar drew X./erruginea and Anchocelis litura. 
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But the captures at the oity electric lamps were the great feature of the 
season. Moths were taken new as well as rare to the district. Foremost 
stands a fine female Sphinx ligustri, captured by Dr. Herbert Dobie on the 
night of July 15th — a new insect, although there is good authority for the 
occurrence of larvse some years ago at Upton, three miles away. It may 
be interesting, as showing the range of this insect, to say there is equally 
good authority for the occurrence of tbe larv8B of this fine hawk-moth near 
Manchester, and at Grange, in North Lancashire. Dr. Dobie also captured 
a few specimens of Eupithecia centaureata, hitherto only recorded, as far as 
I know, for Wallasey and Bidstou. Mamestra persicaria appears in Mr. 
A. O. Walker 8 list as common in the larva state near Holywell, North 
Wales, on Pteris aqiUlina, This is the only district record I can find ; but 
the moth appeared commonly enough here at the electric lamps, in July. 
Notodonta dictaa (hitherto only recorded for the Wirral and Holywell) was 
so common that it was frequently left as not worth the taking. Several 
specimens of N, dictiBoides were captured, although the species is marked 
*' scarce," and only at Bidston, about twenty miles away on the Cheshire 
side of the Mersey. I was from home during the greater part of July, but 
here is a list of a night's captures, kindly supplied me by the Messrs. 
Thompson, which is fairly representative of our J uly moths at the electric 
lamps up to the appearance of N, dictaa and N. dictaoides on the 19th. 
Smerinthus ocellattu, 8. populi, Euchelia jacob(B€B, Arctia caia, SpUosoma 
Ivbficipeda, 8. menthastri, Porthesia similis {auriflua), Acronycta rumicis, 
X, monoglypha (polyodon), Triphana proniiba, Phalera hucephala, Leucarda 
paUens, Miana strigilis var. cBthiops, Noctua rubi, Agrotis exclamationis, 
Hadena oleracea, Plusia chrysitis, P,festuca (first brood), P. iota, Amphi' 
doiys hetvlaria var. doubledayaria (plentiful during the month, but all black 
forms), Vropteryx sambucata. Abraxas grossiUariata, Timandra amataria, 
and Spilodes verticalis. 

My method of capture was not to take a net, but wait for the moths 
settling on the ground or stonework about, and then box them. On reaching 
home I lifted the lid of each box a little, inserted a narrow strip of paper 
previously dipped in chloroform, and then closed the box. After all the 
boxes had been so treated, I took out the insensible moths, and killed them 
by sticking a sharp pin, dipped in a solution of oxalic acid, carefully 
between the front legs. The moths were then perfectly relaxed and ready 
for setting, but I kept them over night, as a rule, in a closed jar three 
parts filled with damp sand, on which was a layer of cotton-wool. Twelve 
or fifteen drops of carbolic acid were well mixed with the sand to prevent 
the formation of mould. 

My captures for the next three months were the following : — 

August. — A. caia, P. similis (abundant), X. polyodon, Bryophila 
perla, T, fimbria (hitherto a scarce moth), T, ianthina, T. pronuha, T, 
orbona, L. cespitis, L. testacea (some with almost black markings, others 
almost unicolorous pale brown), Miana literosa, M. furuncula, A. oculea, 
N. rubi, L. conigera, L. Uthargyria, Neuronia popularis, 8. populi (one 
only, a large freshly emerged female, taken Aug. 23rd — surely representing 
a second brood), P. gamma, Selenia illunaria var. bilunaria (the summer 
biood, smaller and paler than the March form), Crocallis elinguaria, 
Acidalia scutulata, Halia vauaria (wavaria), EUopiafasciaria (one ; hitherto 
I have only taken it in Delamere Forest), Eugonia (Ennomos) fuscarUaria 
(Entom. xxvi. 62), Hypsipetes elutata, C. truncata (russata), (with the variety 
comma-notata, ** black," but with the median area of the primaries russet), 
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Melanippe fluctmta, Eugenia alniaria (tiliaria), Platypteryx hamtda (new 
to the district ; one, Aug. 11th ; another by Dr. H. Dobie about the same 
date), Scapula lutealis, Catcuslysta lemnata, Tortrix ribeana, Scoparia mer- 
curialist Tinea tapetzella. 

September. — The moths began to thiu off. Amphipyra tragopogonu, 
Epunda lutulenta (two, a male and female ; a rare insect here). The 
'' heat-wave " which had so marked the summer returned Sept. 5th, but the 
moths were only one each, on that date, of the following species : — Ancho- 
cells lituraf A, tragopogonis, E, luttUenta (one of the two referred to : the 
other I took Sept. Ist), and M, flu4:txuUa, Continuing the list : — Hy- 
drcecia micacea (one almost black), P.festuca (second brood), Tapinoitola 
fulva, A, Utura, Nonagria arundinis (typha), X. ferruginea, A. pUtacina 
with the following varieties: (1) " /tri^Za, ferruginous, nervures distinctly 
paler '*; (2) ^'Jerrea^ reddish, nearly unicolorous " ; (3) **$enna, pale yellow 
ochreous, nearly unicolorous" (Robson and Gardner) ; N,c-nigrum, MiseUa 
oxyacarUha (with very dark forms), Phlogophora meticulosa, M. fitictuata, 
E. fuscaiUaria, E. tiliaria, Thera variata, Depressaria ciUella. Earwigs, 
spiders, caddis-flies, with an occasional beetle, which had all along come to 
the lights, now began to get scarce. On Sept 2nd a fine full-grown larva 
of Acronycta alni was brought to me for identification. It bad been found 
feeding on sycamore. 

October. — A. pistadna, P. gamma (even to the end of the month), 
DUoba c€Bruleocephdla, i/. micacea, Daaypolia templi (one only, a fine fresh 
female, taken Oct. 8th ; previous record, one specimen at Bidston Light- 
house), P. meticulosa, M, oxyacantha, N. c-nigrum, Tethea retusa (one, a fine 
fresh example, taken Oct. 24th ; another was captured by Dr. H. Dobie. 
This species has not been previously recorded for the district, according to 
Mr. A. O. Walker's list).--J. Abklb ; Chester. 
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Entomologioal Society op London. — November 2nd, 1898. — Mr. 
G. H. VerraU, Vice-President, in the chair. Mr. Ambrose Quail, of 
Palmerston North, New Zealand, vras elected a Fellow of the Society. 
Mr. Merrifield exhibited some Melitaa aurinia from Touraine forced 
and cooled as pupsB, the latter being much the darker and more 
strongly marked ; some Euchloe cardamines from Sussex, those cooled 
having the apices of the wings darker and the discal spots smaller 
than those which have been forced ; and some Colias edusa from eggs 
laid by two normal females taken in Savoy, two out of the five reared 
being of the var. helice; the marginal border of one male, which had 
been forced, was very pale and much suffused with long yellow scales. 
He also showed four Papilio m^achaon; two of them, forced as pupas, 
had their dark parts very pale and their tails long and slender, the 
two which had been cooled having the dark parts much extended in 
area and darkened in hue, their tails being short and broad. These 
results, which were to be obtained with VTinter as well as summer 
pupse, corresponded with those previously obtained by Dr. Standfuss. 
Mr. J. J. Walker exhibited two winter nests of Porthesia chrysorrhcea 
from the Isle of Sheppey, where the species had lately become very 
common. Dr. Mason exhibited a Buprestid larva found among Baltic 
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timber at Burton-on- Trent. This had been among wood in a box 
since the beginning of July last, and there was scarcely a trace of 
frass. Marsham had recorded the escape of a larva of Buprestis 
splendens from the wood of a desk in the Guildhall, which had stood 
there for more than twenty years. It is probable that the growth is 
extraordinarily slow, and consequently that the larva can maintain life 
for very long periods in most unfavourable conditions. Mr. Blandford 
called attention to similar cases which he had brought before the 
Society. It appeared likely to him, from what was known about such 
nsects as CaUidium variabile, which was occasionally bred from dry 
wood at long intervals, that these species were not abnormally slow- 
growing under normal conditions, but become so in dry timber, in 
which they probably sustained life with difficulty, especially when the 
outside of the wood was varnished. Mr. Waterhouse exhibited, for 
Mr. G. W. Eirkaldy, living examples in various stages of a Cayoboi-us 
in nuts of Attalea funifera from Brazil. Elditt had described the 
attacks of an allied species upon the seeds of Cassia fistula. Mr. Tutt 
exhibited, for Dr. Chapman a series of Zygana eandansy from Finmark, 
and discussed the differences between them and the Scotch form. 
Papers were communicated by Mr. W. F. H. Blandford ** On some 
Oriental ScolytidsB of economic importance, with Descriptions of 
five new Species" ; and by Mr. van der Wulp (through Col. Yerbury) 
on "Asilidae from Aden and its neighbourhood." 

November 16th, — Mr. R. Trimen, F.R.S., President, in the chair. 
Dr. A. L. Bennett, Mission Protestante, Libreville, French Congo ; 
Mr. J. G. McH. Gordon and Mr. E. S. G. MoH. Gordon, of Corsemalzie, 
Whauphill, Wigtonshire ; Mr. J. A. Kershaw, of Morton Banks, 
Lewisham Road, Windsor, Melbourne, Victoria ; Mr. A. G. Lethbridge, 
of Glynde Place, Lewes ; Mr. W. J. Lucas, B.A., of Minerva Road, 
Eingston-on-Thames ; Mr. R. H. Relton, c/o Perkins and Co., Ltd., 
Brisbane, Queensland ; and Dr. A. J. Turner, of Wickham Terrace, 
Brisbane, Queensland, were elected Fellows of the Society. Mr. Tutt 
showed, for Mr. Herbert Williams, a series of specimens of Fararge 
egeria bred from eggs laid in July. A portion of the brood were forced, 
and the images, which emerged in November and December of the 
same year, showed marked darkening of the hind margin of the under 
side of the hind wings, and were of a greyer colour than those which 
appeared at the normal time. He also exhibited a batch of fifty 
specimens of Amphidasys hetularia bred from ova deposited by a female 
captured in Essex. The progeny ranged from a colour rather lighter 
than the normal form to a blackish tint almost equal to that of var. 
doubledayaria ; all intergrades were represented without a sign of dis- 
continuity. Mr. H. J. Elwes gave an account of a journey undertaken 
by him in June and July of the present year to the Russian portion of 
the Altai Mountains, partly for sport and partly to investigate the 
distribution of insects in that region, and the line of demarcation 
between the Eastern and Western Palsearctio subregions. He exhibited 
examples of 141 species of butterflies taken by himself. Of these 
many had not been previously recorded from the region, of which the 
total number of species now stood at 184 ; his list showed that the 
lepidopterous fauna had a more European and Siberian character than 
previously supposed, or ttian Seebohm had found to exist in the 
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ayifaana. The number of nndescribed species taken was small, but 
several forms were previously known only from remote localities, such 
as Melitaa iduna, hitherto recorded from the fells of Lapland. Few 
Heterocera were taken, but among them was the third recorded example 
of Arctia thulea^ Dalm. Dr. A. G. Butler communicated a paper '* On 
some new species of African Pierinaa in the collection of the British 
Museum, with notes on seasonal forms of BelenoU.'* — W. F. H, 
Blandfobd, Hon. Sec. 

South London Entomological and Natural History Society. — 
October Idth.—Mr. J. W. Tutt, F.E.S., President, in the chair. Mr. 
Bussell, The Limes, Southend, Gatford, was elected a member. Mr. 
Drury, F.R.H.S., presented a large number of Tortrices and Tineaa to 
the Society's collections. Messrs. Ashdown and Lucas presented 
numerous specimens of Dragonflies. Mr. Moore exhibited a series of 
Polia chi from Yorkshire ; they were taken at rest on dark stone hedges, 
and were most conspicuous even from a distance. Mr. Fremlin, for 
Mr. Auld, eleven hybrids between Pyg(Bra cwtida and P. anachoreta, 
bred by Dr. Knaggs in April, 1898, together with typical specimens of 
both species for comparison. It was noted that the markings for the 
most part followed the female parent P. curtida. He also showed 
various races of the Tephrosias, T, lancana and T, biundularia ; a fine 
bred series of Phorodesma hajxdana from the New Forest ; specimens 
of Zonosoma annxdata var. obsoleta from Devon ; unusually dark forms 
of Emydia cribrum ; a few Eugonia aiitumnaria, bred from a female 
taken at Folks tone ; and a bred series of Hemithea strigata {thymiaria). 
Mr. Turner, a bred specimen of Vanessa polychloros from Horsham, 
much darker and comparable to some of those produced in Mr. 
Merrifield*s temperature experiments. Mr. Kaye, a Syntomid moth, 
Macrocneme lades, from Venezuela, and a species of wasp which it 
mimicked. It had a remarkable development of the hairs on the long 
posterior legs. Mr. West, of Greenwich, specimens of the Hemipteron, 
Ploiaria vagabunda, from Reigate. Mr. Tutt read a paper entitled 
* Scientific Aspects of Entomology." 

October 27th. — The President in the chair. Mr. Ashdown exhibited 
twenty species of British Longicorn Coleoptera, which he had brought 
to add to the Society's collections. Mr. Montgomery a specimen of the 
third brood of Cyanitis argiolusy bred Sept. 80th ; specimens of three 
broods of Selenia bilunai-ia, of which the third brood followed the 
second ; and bred specimens of a third brood of Coremia ferrugata. 
Mr. Mansbridge, two blue female examples and two underside vars. of 
Polyommatus bellargus. He remarked that the females of this species 
appeared to get more blue year by year. Mr. Dennis, pupa and 
cocoon of both Chcerocampa elpenor and Sphinx ligustH. Mr. Tutt, on 
behalf of Mr. Gordon, a considerable number of species taken in Wig- 
tonshire : including Satumiapavonia, with much red on the hind wing ; 
a pale-fawn Smennthus populi ; Phalera bucephala, with right fore wing 
dark; Ccenonympha typhon, chiefly var. rothlieldi; strongly banded 
Pelurga comitata ; and others. Mr. Adkin, variable series of Bryophila 
perla, B. muralis, and Botys flavalisy to illustrate his paper entitled 
** Lazy Days by the Sea." A discussion ensued. 

November 10th. — The President in the chair. The evening was 
devoted to a special exhibition of varieties, and was a most successfal 
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gathering. Mr. Bobinson exhibited, on behalf of Mr. A. H. Jones, of 
Eltham, specimens of the following species and varieties: — Lyccma 
corydon, a light-brown female ; Melanargia galatea, an unusually per- 
fect white band ; Argynnis paphia var, valedna^ with basal spots con- 
fluent ; Xantkia aurago, nearly unicolorous ; Ephyra pendidaria, with 
red suffusion ; Thais cerisyi, a melanic female from Armenia ; and 
Argynnis pales, var. arsilachey from the Engadine. Mr. Robinson 
also exhibited gynandromorphous specimens of Cleora lichenaria 
and Crocallis elinguaria from the New Forest. Mr. Chittenden, 
Xanthia auragOy bred, yellow, pink, and dark forms ; Anchocelis lunosa, 
a red form and a black form; black forms of Agrotis corticea and 
A, segetum ; A, exclamationis, red form ; and a pair of beautifully marked 
Taniocampa incerta. Mr. Williams, a long bred series of Pararge egeria, 
very brilliant in colour ; and also a fine bred series of Aniphidasys hetu- 
lariUf derived from ova of an ordinary female, and showing a strong 
melanic tendency, in some specimens almost rea,chingYB.r,doubl€dayaria. 
Mr. Mansbridge, Cahera pusaria, var. rotundaria, bred, from Kent. Mr. 
Edwards, Abraxas grossulariata, in which the white areas were closely 
dusted with fine black dots, and having the orange markings very in- 
tense. Mr. Bose, a fine series of Xanthia axirago, rich uniform red, 
bright canary coloured, and banded forms of all shades, from Beading. 
Mr. Butler, of Beading, Stauropus fagi, ordinary, dark, pale, and in- 
termediate forms, together with specimens of a second brood ; also 
exceptionally dark forms from an August pairing ; a very dwarf cap- 
tured Luperina testacea; Xanthia auragOy a series showing all the 
named forms, together with an undescribed pink form ; and a greasy- 
lookipg form of Vanessa io. Mr. Tutt, specimens of a Zygmna received 
from M. Oberthiir, of Bennes, named by him Z, palustris, and appa- 
rently identical with the large form of Z. trifolii = Z. trifolii major^ 
also a marsh-frequenting form; two cabinet drawers of British 
Argynnids and Brenthids for comparison with Dr. Chapman's exhibit 
of the same species ; and a long series of Brenthis pales from various 
Continental localities. Mr. Pearce, a considerable series of Bryophila 
perla from Folkestone, among which were a good proportion of the 
leaden form. Mr. South, a bred series of thirty-five SpUosoma lyhnd- 
peda, var. zatima, and seven males of the type, from the same batch of 
zatima eggs ; Euholia limitata, light golden-brown forms, and very dark 
specimens ; Boarmia cinctaria, a light form, bred from Irish ova ; 
and Hydrcecia micacea, bred from larvaB found in potato stems ; the 
latter were sent to him by Miss Ormerod. Dr. Chapman, very long 
series of Aglais urtica and several species of European Argynnids, and 
read notes on their modifications in the various localities he had visited 
in Europe. Mr. Lucas, series of Libellula quadrimaculata and of Calopteryx 
virgo from his own and Bev. J. E. Tarbat*s collection, showing great 
variation ; the var. pr<mubila of the former species and three smoky 
males of the latter, from Surrey, were very noticeable. Mr. Nevinson, 
Cleora glabraria, very dark ; Fidonia clathrata, almost unicolorous ; 
Acidalia contiguaria, light and dark forms ; Fidonia atomaria^ male 
with female coloration ; Carpocapsa pomonella, unicolorous pale form, 
bred from a walnut. Mr. Adkin, local forms of Aplecta occulta^ some 
magnificent dark specimens; IHianthcecia nana (conspersa), from all 
the chief British and Irish localities ; and a drawer of Argynnids and 
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Brenthids. Mr. Moore, some grand ander side forms of the leaf-bat- 
terfly, Kallima inachis ; and a series of Salamis antera. Mr. West, of 
Streatham, Vanessa atalanta, without spots in the red marginal band 
of the hind wings ; and Catocala nupta, with nnpigmented streaks on 
the hind wings. — Hy. J. Tubneb, Hon. Eeport. Sec. 

BiBMiMOHAM Entomological Sooibtt. — October llth, 1898. — Mr. G. 
T. Bethune-Baker, President, in the chair. Mr. Wainwright exhibited 
a specimen of Periplaneta amtralasia from an orchid house at Forgan- 
denny in Perthshire, where it has been observed for three years now, 
and was causing a good deal of damage. Mr. Bradley showed Andrena 
humiiis with its parasite Nomada fejruginata, from Sutton, where he 
had discovered a largish colony this year, the parasite being very 
numerous with its host. Mr. W. Harrison, insects from Witherslack, 
Acronycta menyanthidis, Lycana minima, &o. ; also CallimorpJia dominula 
from the Stroud district, and other insects. Mr. G. H. Eenrick, 
Lycana arion, from the Cornish locality, and other insects from the 
same place, including several fine examples of the var. conversaria of 
Boarmia repandata; Acronycta ligustri, Lobophora sexalisata, Macaiia 
alternatay &o. Mr. J. T. Fountain, a collection of Lepidoptera made 
in the valley of the Wye above Tintem during six days* collecting last 
August bank holiday ; it showed the locality to be rather rich, the 
insects including Apatura iris, Thecla w-album, T. quercus, Drepana 
unguicula, Cerigo matura, Ephyra trilinearia, Gleora glabraria, Melanippe 
unangulatUy Larentia olivata, and many others. Mr. A. H. Martineau, 
a little lot of insects bred from bramble stems at Solihull, Pemphredon 
lethifer, Shuck., with its parasites, Ellampus auratus, L., and E. aneus, 
Fab. Mr. G. T. Bethune-Baker, two drawers of palsearctic VenessidaB. 
— GoLBBAN J. Wainwbioht, Hon. Sec. 

Manohesteb Microscopical Society. — October 20t/t, 1898. — In the 
Biological course in connection with the Mounting Section of this 
Society, the work mainly consists of demonstrations in comparative 
anatomy and histology. At the previous meetings the dissection of 
the larva and imago of the moth, and the preservation of lepidopterous 
larvaB, have been practically illustrated. This evening Mr. John 
Watson gave the first of a series of three demonstrations on the 
structure of the imago butterfly. Dealing with the general characters 
of a lepidopterous insect, he showed the distinction between them and 
those of the Coleoptera, Hymenoptera &c. ; then proceeded to describe 
the appearance of the antennaa, palpi, and mouth parts, the legs and 
tarsal appendages, wings with reference to neuration, androconia and 
other secondary sexual characters, and the genitalia and anal tufts as 
found in so many of the eastern Pierids, pointing out the special 
features with regard to systematic classification. Eeference was also 
made to the pouches of Parnassius ; and the grandular structure 
from which the pouch-forming fluid is secreted by the males of 
Pamasdus hardwickii and P. gladalis was exhibited by means of the 
microscope. The demonstration was illustrated by specimens from 
Mr. Watson's collection, and a large number of microscopical pre- 
parations. — 0. 0. Stump, Hon. Sec. 
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Fig. 1. Chelidura acanthopygia $ I Fig. 3. Stenobothrtis bicolor $ I Fig. 5. Stenohothinis higuttxilns 9 
Fig. 2. „ „ $ I Fig. 4. „ „ c?^ I Fig. 6. „ „ ^ 
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